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No. 39

24th November 1857, No. 4153.

Read the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated

* From W. ROBINSON, Esq., Acting Collector of Malabar; to J.” D. SIM, Esq., Acting

Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort St. George, datzd 21th October 1857, No. 155.

Sir,

I have the honor to draw the attention of the Poard to the fact that the lease of the Village -

of Tangasherry, a dependency of the Malabar District, near Quilon, a)d now rent21 by the

Travancore Government at an annual rent of Rupees 2,507, will full in, on the 13th July 1858.

2. There are considerations affecting this farm which render it desirable, that the expe-

diency or otherwise cf its renewal should early and fully bz brought under consideraticn.

Zo the Presilent anl Members of the Board, dated 18th January

” ”
" ”»

From

”
»”
”

2

1822.

Political Resident of Travancore, dated 13th June 1822.

Do. do. »
Bozard of Revenue,
Chief Secretary to Government,
Resident of Travancore,
Secretary Board of Revenue,
Collector of Sea Customs,
Resident of Travancore,
Assistant Collector,

Do. do.

Secretary Board of Recenue,

”

I

”

9

”

”

”

bi]

”

26th  do.
9th Augt.
6tk June
2lst July
30¢h May
14¢h June
£2nd do.
2nd July
24th do..

19th Aujzt.

1846.

1822.

124
1
”
”

“ gling Tobacco from that place (Tangasherry) into Travancore.”

3. The corrcspondence
notzd in the margin, shows
that in the year 1822, the
“ Governor in Council, ac-
* quiesced in the desire of the
“ Government of Travancore
“ to be permittzd to farm the
“ Revenues cf Tangasherry
“*® ® ¢ % owing to its pecu-
% liar situation and the fre-
“quent complaints of the
“ Travanccre Government (ap-

“ parently nct without cause)

““of the injury they sustaln

“f{rom the facility of smug-

4. The Principal Collector under date 18:h January 1822, had reported that the Tobacco
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“ Monopoly. had never been extended to Tangasherry, us the Village was too small and insignifi,

“cant to bear the cxpense cf keeping an Establishment for the purpese.”

S

5. Tt was found from the Sea Custom Returns that the average quart’'ty cf Tobacco annually
impo: ted was about 160 Candics, and it was admitted  that Tobacco to this extent could only

have been impcrted with a view of smuggl'ng it irto the Travancore territory.”

6. In estimating the probable an=ual income from this Village, Mr. Vaughan assumed 10
Candies of Tobzcco as the fair average consumption for the population then existing iﬁ the Vil]age
4

and he calculated the probable Revenues as

Eand Revenue................................ 230 per margin, at 2,507 per annum. At this rape

Sea Custom........c....cocovueeeeeeaannn. ... 437 the lease was ecneluded eommeneing: on the
Monopoly prefits of 10 Candies of Totacco L840 1ith July 1822 ending on the 19th J’uly 1846,
—— iz, for ¥4 years. It was further stipulated by

Total... 2,507 the 3rd clause of the contract that the inhabitants

shal! continue to be under the protection of the -

British Governmert in all cases of a “ Police and Civil nature.” By the 4th Clause that with ..

the exception of the Monopely of Tobacco and = -

® N. B.—This was not included in the original  Spirit} the Travancore Government are pro- - -
estimate but was afterwards conceded, hibited * from imposing new tixes, or levi'ingl
unusual dut’es or arbitrary exaction” on pain of

forfeiture of the lease znd by the 5th Clause that tie Police “Establishment at Tangasherry are to

aford every aid and support to the Servants of |

N. B.—This clause w:s manifest’y inserted to the Travancore Governmént, in the dctaction of

protect the Travanccre Pepper Mcnopoly, @ frauds and attempts to if:tmduce into Tanga.
Q9

Jscal restriction which cannct be rlaced en  sherry any of the articles under Government

Company's Subjects. Monopoly.”

7. The lease was concluded at Quilon by the Resident and the Assistant dollector Mr.
Kensington, and in submitting it the Prir;cipal Collector recorded the opinion that “ it would have
been more satisfactory to have concluded the lease as from year to year; that is to allow eitixer

of the parties, to recede on giving one year's.
From Board, 19th August 1822.

notice.” The Board of Revenue ratified the

lease in its integrity..

v

~ .
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8. The correapondence notzd marginally

From Dewan of Trarancore to Resident, dated shows that under date 3Ist October 1815, the

3l1st October 1815. _ Travancere Government applied “under the
Ext. Mins. Cen. deted 22r1 Junuary 1846, *“same circumstance which had led to the grant
do- do do 2nd July 1816, . ¢ of the leasé to the Circar, to have the lease
Frem Dd.of Ren. do  92nd June 1816. “renewed for a further period of 24 ye;xrs."

do Redt.of Trav. do 17tk Ju'y 1846. The hate Collector supported the proposition
do do do do. 21st fugust 1816. for the remewal of the lease remarking that
“ the amonnt paid by the Travancore Govern-

%lfeeior to Chief Secretary €th June 1846. “ment is in excexs of what weuld be received;
. “were the village under our management.

* They have in fact paid liberally for their own security and to avoid * ® ® @ fhe facihities

* it (Tangacherry) offered to the contraband trade.™

9. The Government was therefore
Extract Minutes Consultction, dated 2nd July 1846. pleased t> renew the lease for a period

of 12 years.

10.  The terms of the original lease prepared in 1822, were adhered to in the new contract.

I1. This lezse expires :t the er;d of the Fusly 1267 (1857-58) and I venture to add that

it were nct advisable t) renew it.

2. Itis unnccessary to enter into the references, &c., which have from time to time occurred
cn the representaions of the Inhabitants of Tangacherry, as to the grievanccs they have been

sublected ta at the hancs of the Travancore Governmert, suffice it to say, that cven if the adminis-

" tration had bzen as mild and Libe:al as is alleged on the' other side, it is very unpopular with the

cople cf Tangacherry. Farther the changes in the Law regarding Tobacco, &e., must render
peop g Y 3 & S,

the terms of the existing lease illegal.

- 13,. Fhelease of the Sea Customs of Tangacherry and the terms of the agrecment enable
the Travancore Government virtually to impese -on the Inhabitants the Pepper Monopoly main-
tained in that State, and illegally to.employ the Company's Police Establishment in. supporting,
in the interest of a foreign State, fiscal Monqpolies, which have been abandoned in. the Company's

Territory.



Fort Saint George, Political Consultation, 23rd December 1857.

14. A loss of Revenue to a certain extent will occur but it must be borne as a part of the

loss arising from the abandonment of the Tobacco Monopoly.

(Signed) W. ROBINSON,
Acting Collector.

Resolved that the foregoing letter be submitted for the consideration and orders of Govern-

ment.

2. The Board conzur with the Acting Collector of Malabar in considering it incxpedient to re-
new the lease of Tangacherry held by the Travancor: Governmert, In their Froceedings of the

€th August last, No. 2550, they expressed their dcubts as to the legakity of mairtaining the Tobacco

Monopoly in that place, and it would appear from the Acting Collector’s letter now submitted
that the people are virtually subjected also to the Pepper Monopoly. The people are representad
to be dissatisfied with the Travancore administration, but this may be owing to their prevention

of smuggling as much as to any actual injustice or oppression.

3. On the whole the Board consider a renewal of the lease unadvisable (even if it can legally
be effected as regards Tobacce, &c.,) and they recommend that on its expiry in July next the Tra-

vancore Authorities beleft to adopt measures within their own Territorics for the prevention of

smuggling, in the same manner as the British Government s obliged to do in regard to Mah4 and
oth>r Foreign Settlements.
(A true Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Acting Secretary.

No. 12 ORDER THEREON, No. 1067 ; dated 22nd December 1857.

Reselved that the attention of the Government Pleader be called to the papers and corres-
pondence referred to him in Extract Minutes Consultation, &rd September lzst, Pol;tical Dcp::ft-
~3Q

ment, No. 722, and that he be requested to submit as carly as pessible L's opinicn es therein called

for 01 the legality of maintaining the Tobacco Monopoly in the Towns of Tangacherry and Anjen-

go during the currency of the leases on which they are now held by the Travancore Government, .

2. Mr. Dule will also give his opinion whether supposing the maintenance by the Travancore

Sircar of that Monopoly for the unexpired period of their leases to be legal, it is competent to this

Government t) renew those leases for a further term w'th similar conditions as to the continuance

ofthe Monopoly on the part of the Sircar.

Exd. J. A. Wilson.
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