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Read the following letter from H. D. COOK, Esq., Civil Judge of Calicut; to T. PYCROFT,

)

&

PUBLIC DEPARTMENT.
. PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, Fort Saint George, dated

1st November 1861, No. 4-35.
In reference to the Notification of the next

® « On the appearance of the usual Notice in

the Gazette, fixing the date of the mexé Un- -
covenanted Service Iizams.ncfin._;m,
Munsifs, conditionally appointed, are to make

application to the Board of Ewxaminers to
provide for their being examined in the Law
test prescribed for the First Standard, Judicial

Uncovenanted Civil Service Examination in the

Government Gazette of the 22nd ultimo, and

the Jast paragraph of the Circular Proceedings®
~of the Sadr Court, dated 25th January last,

Ihave the honor to submit for the considera-
tion of His Excellency the Governor in Council
the following circumstances shewing thé im-

Department.” practicability of the present Officiating Munsifs
: in this District passing the exawination owing

in the first place to want of all the necessary Law Books in the Vernacular and in the next want ~
of time for preparation, as both the mind and time of a Munsif in this District are always and
entirely occupied by their very onerous duties. : R

" 9. These Munsifs are men who have been long in the Judicial Department, well trained
by experience and practice for the duties they perform, in the discharge of which ever since
their appointment, I have had no fault to find, on the contrary they have my unqualified
approbation. ' .

e

3. Most of them entertain an innate diffidence to join the examination, being of the old”
school ; and having never studied the Law of Evidence systematically, it is more than probable
that they will be unable to answer the legal queries sent from Madras, which are adapted to the
attainments of men fresh from legal studies. Their great experience and practice qualify them

* to appreciate evidence far more correctly than any student, however great his attainments, who

has had no practical experience.

4. T therefore solicit His Excellency the Governor in Council will be pleased to exempt
the Munsifs in the accompanying list from examination as they have neitPet t'ime nor opportunity
to prepare for such an ordeal. Indeed their long service in the Judicial line and their great
attainments as practical men are of far too much value to Government to run the risk of losing
their services by a failure in an examination on subjects which, when they entered the service,
were not required or thought of, and as they cannot while holding their present arduous posts
have time to prepare, I am of opinion that as regards men of their standing the present system
of examination should not be made applicable and they should be- generally exempted from
such tests, . - () ‘

‘5. With reference to the Notification in the Official Gazette, dated 9th October 1860, page
671, I also beg to solicit the sanction of Government to permit me to confirm Fakeer Mahowmed,
the present Acting Nazir of this Court, in his present post without calling upon him to undergo
the examination prescribed for the Uncovenanted Service. He is an old servant of more than
80 years' standing and has long been as Duffadar of the Court distinguished for his zeal and
general ability. On one occasion he displayed great courage and discretion in the apprehension
of a Kuropean Gentleman who bad shot a Native and who was determined not to aliow himself
to be apprehended and was going about armed in @ frenzied state. The Duffadar volunteered-

(when others refused) to go out on the hazardous duty, and

4 Mr. H. Morris. for this act of courage the then Civil Judget promised to

promote him. No opportunity then occurred, but a vacancy
in the Office of Nazir having taken place about 9 months ago, I nominated him to act and
in the discharge of the duties of that Office he has given me great satisfaction. He isan
excellent executive Officer and except to this Office I have no other means of rewarding his
long service. When he entered the Service no examination was necessary and it will be
hard to bar his promotion merely because he is unable to pass the literary test required, 3
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Proceedings of the Madras Government.

Reap the followmg papers -
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ORDER THEREON,,j AZ/ 5 // /‘-;?/
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