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~ Sheriff’s Office.

- name.

at 11 o'clock, with on

"~ Sheriff to be correct

‘Rupecs 6,000 which he paid into the Bank yes
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Départment
‘ oth June 1875. |

[T

Read the following papers:—

,xo. 54, ~ From @, SIMPSON, Esq, Sheriff of Madras, to the Honorable

D. F. CARMICHAEL, Officiating Chief Sccretary to Government, Fort
St. George, dated Madras, 27th May 1875. ’

-1 have the honor to bring to the notice of Government that in accordanc
with the Notification contrined in the Foré St. Georye Gazelte of the 25th instanfe
appointing me Sheriff of Madras for the current year, I formally took charge o’f
that oflice yesterday, when I was informed in reply to inquiries that Rz ecs
7,804-13-8 were in the cash cliest, which amount I ordercd to be sent at once topthe

Bank of Madras to be placed to thie credit of the Aac?ount kept there in the Sheriff’s -

9. This morning, a8 arranged on my first visit, I attended the Sheriff’s Office
i Mirm’ : . . .
e of my FFirm’s accountants, to assist me 1 examining the

books, and I have to report as follows, viz, i—
1st.—That, from the 1st July 1874, the cash-book had not been balanced, or
. ?

any sunimatons made therein.
ond.—That the Sheriff’s Pass Dook with the Madras Bank had not been

written up since the 30th of August 1873.

2,4 —That no audit of the books hud been made for a period of thirty years

at the least.

445~ That neither the Cashkeeper, nor any other person erflployed in the

office, has furnished any security.

3. The Deputy Sheriff informed me that he knew nothing aboﬁ‘t accounts, ’
]

never looked into them, and that he depended entirely on the Cashkeeper. Also

that Mr. Dalrymple gave 0¥
on a simple schedule (prepare

d in the Sheriff’s Oifice and stated by the Deputy

her ~ide. e also informed me that it has been the practice to

examination on eit
y the Cashkeeper without any reference to the Sheriff or his

make payments b

Deputy. ‘
4. On speaking to the Cashkeeper today he produced a schedule of sums

received, sl}owing a cash balance in the office chest yesterday of Rupees 13,029-3-4
and not Rupres 7,804-13-8 as mentioned by him to me on that day. Thi,s shoulé_

accordingly leave in the cash chest a
terday under my instructions. At

this stage I ordered the cash chest to be opened and proceeded to count the cash
which 1 found to amount to Rupees 1,584 only, leaving the deficiency of Rupees
5,415-3-1, which the Cashkeeper admitted and stated he had given to his friends
I may mention that this man’s name is Mooroo Pillay, that he has served in the;
Sherilf’s Oifice seventeen years, and now draws Government pay. '

5. Whilst this investigation was proceeding, & friend of the Cashkeeper’s
nd paid a sum of Rupecs 2,500 in part of the deficiency. The

came into the office a
to make good the balance tomorrow.

Castikeeper promises

er charge of the office, and that Mr. Loch took charge’
[

) of unsatisfied decrees, cash balances, &c., without any personal -

balance of Rupees 7,029-3-4 after deducting
O -

=
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
Oth June 1875.

i

6. Under the circumstances, I deemed it dvsirable to seck the advice ol
Mr. I. G. Prichard, the Government Solicitor, and, with lis concurrence, I have
suspended the Cashkeeper, and closed the ofiice till the 4th proximo. I may add
that I have taken charge of all the money found in the oflie, and of that brouzht
by the Cashkceper’s fricnd above referred to, and scut the whole to the Bank of
Malras to bo placed t) the cre lit of the Sa-riil's aceount.  Thave also taken charaze
of the baoks, warning the Cashkeeper to attend at my Firm®s oflice from tomorrow
with a view to ascertaining the netual state of the accounts.

7. In conclusion I would observe that I can take no responsil
Sheriils Odice prior tomy

. . . Teers
charge, and I would recommend that Government appoint one of their own ofticer

to audit the Sherifl's accounts up to the dute ef my taking charge.

ility for irregu-
. . . B -'n('
larities or crrors which may have occurrelin the taking

to the Ilonorab)o

No. 51-A. From C. SIMP30N, Lsq, Sheriff of Madras, .
nt, Fort

D. F. CARMICHAEL, Otliciating Chief Seerctary to Governuc
St. George, dated Madras, 31st May 1575.
I have tho honor to acknowledge receipt, on the 29th

tclegrum of same date as follows:—

instant, of your

- - b ”"”
Furtlier information aw aited.

“ Proceedings reported approvel.
ed of the

at Government approv )
Oilice, 83

2. It was very gratifying to me tolearn th .
action taken on tho occasion of my awsuming chargo of the Sheritls
reported in my letter of the 27th instant, e

3. Tam not yct in a position to report t! WCSU%&UOH:)Min'
Bheriffs accounts, as the only person who can ailord me any snformation rf-&.nwtr;—;
them is the Cashkeeper, Mooroo Pillay, whown mind appears to be too distre l.:i,;e
to attend to Lusiness matters, and his whole time iv o cupied in endeavors to
money to make up the deficieney found in the cash cheat.
Tth tn<tant he has prid ana

of Rupues 1,535-3- bon the .(1-
otill leaving 8¢

e result of my 1

34 rr(‘g ite ﬁun')

4. Since my letter to you of the 2 ==
leficte

23 A, T, . .
20th May ... ... .. O35 3 4 fied 1n the wmargn, Lich ! l,rnmis(‘s
Slst ,, ... .. o Lt - vooes 1,610 whach e

» . l')l)() 0 0 (\“(} hf Id,‘,4|3 l")l) . Of o "CW

Total ... 1,555 3 4 to make good ia the cours

davs.
43 tho
. . . . to bCCI]
5. I would kere bLring to your notice that it Las not hither i ,Cct'i"cd'
. . “ . .> < . w8
practice in the Sheriff's Oilice to pay mto the Dank sums of monc)y (,m;ned

. . . . . : were
Such moneys were often paid away in satisfaction of current claims, oF f difticulty

z M N to, M « T O
to mcot disburscments on a Liter date,  Conscquentiy 1813 8 mattc

to t .« narticul: : a dealt with,
race how any particular sum has been e alt witd K of Vadlras

lo into the Dan

6. I may further state that no payment was ma K charge ©
hP 00
between 20th January lustand 20th in-tant, the date on which T't rs from the
- R he
Re the olire, although it apre 4 money
Slst January 1873 ... . ... ... 159D g Lbook  that lareo SUMY A1
28th February ,,  wee oo v oo JOOSE €=l ” ! L chest, 89 mlr""m y
31st March ORI § W DI e in tho cash (‘xt..-,
26th May o 18127 ghown, within that period.

[P

-

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department
‘ Oth June 1875. ’

7. Taminformed on good authority th
v at the ;
Offce O Tt e S o y present I\.Ianager of the Sheriff’s
( ] y Who draws Government-pay of Rupees 105 per mensem, is utterl
inefficient and past work. i
. 8. Tl.xe Del?uty Sheriff has again brought to my notice his unfitness for duties
in connection with accounts, and that in case of his services beinc retained he
would have to decline any charge of the monetary transactions of thecofﬁce
:(). Under the circumstances, I have the honor to suggest that Government
appoint a new Manager and Cashkeeper, with a readjustment of salaries. takine
such security as may be deemed necessary. ’ °
~ 10. Any subordinate changes that may be found nécessary or desirable
could be made gradually by me in communication with those new officers and th
Government Solicitor. °
11. I would observe that, for the better efficiency of the office, I purpo
shortly appointing a new Deputy Sheriff, but I shall take care to do so’ in pco:fs s]e
tation with Mr. Prichard, who is taking much interest in these matters -
12. From my position as a merchant I am aware that the work done by th
e

Builiffs is unsatisfactory, and so soon as the office i i
s , office is reorg : . .
rganized I intend giving -

consideration to this department.

No. 55.. OrpER THEREON, 9th June 1875, No. 1322,

The.Government rf}gret to lear:n th'at such serious irregularities were discovered
by Mr. Simpson on faking charge of his office.
9, It is not stated whether the money that was not forthcoming is the
e

property of suitors in the Iligh Court,

Proceedingé of Government, Judicial, dated 3rd or the Sherifi?
Doy 1802, No. 1955, he Sheriff’s poundage. The corre-
P inge Governm Judici ted 24t 5pd i e ma (’.ll [t
roccedings of Government, udicial, dated h p)ndence noted in th rgin shows

Prf;:e:)erduiig ifg(ﬁ}i’vgz;niﬂ; Judicial, dated 30th that on the revision. of the Ministerial
April 1863, Nos. 668-9. Sstablishment of the High Court in
1863, the Sheriff’s monthly salary of
Rapees 550 was raised to its present amount (Rupees 920) in consideration of Lj
fees—which a\_*eraged Rupees 7,237-9-7 per annum—Dbeing credited to the St :15
His establishment received no fees on their own account, but their salaries ate,
then readjusted to the present total of Rupees 6,106 a-year, as recommend b
the Chief Justice, Sir Colley Scotland. ' ’ ended by
3. The Accountant-General will report what steps are taken by hj
audit and account in respect of the fees, and what is the total amount c{ dltfn oy
Government since the 1st June 1863, when the new system came int - ed. fo
as above described. 1ato operation,
4. Copy of Mr. Simpson’s letters will at the same time be furnish d t
.Chief Justice, in view to his considering whether the accounts of ever o fhe
Sheriff should not be audited, with reference to the interests of suitorsy eub-going

5. Inregard to tle inefficiency of certain of the office servants 1t should, j
the opinion of the Government, be dealt with by the Chief Justice t;h a re:)u o
resen--

Vo
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Proceedings of the Madras Governient, Judicial Department,
Oth June 1875,

- ——

tation from the Sheriff ; their salarics buing Jrawn throuzh the Registrar of th

Court, the Sheriff shoull perhaps go throuzh that functionary.
(True Extract.)

07citling Chicf Scerelury-

To the Sheriff of Madras.
Aceountant-General,
Registrar of the igh Court, Original Sid».

Lxl. J. Wrighe
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
10th June 1875, -

Sheriff’s Office.

No. 64. Read the following letter from C. SIMPSON, Esq., Sheriff of Madras,
to the Hon. D. F. CARMICHAEL, Officiating Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 7th June 1875:—

Referring to my letter of the 31st May, I have the honor to inquire whether
Government will give me permission to make, in consultation with the Government
Solicitor, such changes in the Government paid staff of the Sheriff’s Office as may
be deemed necessary for the future efficient working of that office. To guide
Government in arriving at a decision in the matter, I subjoin the names of the
present incumbents with particulars of their services and salaries.

9. Since the 31st ultimo, Mooroogoo Pillay, the Cashkeeper, has paid a

' further sum of Rupees 1,500 on the
dates specified in the margin, leaving a

RS.
grd June ... eee o 800
deficiency of Rupees 110, which he

Tth e e e 700

promises to make good shortly. ] .
3. The accountsare still being investigated. A report will be submitted to

Government in due course. _
4. The Government Solicitor is of opinion that in case it be deemed desir-
able to prosecute the Cashkeeper for breach of trust in reference to the defalcation
he apprehends difficulty to establish the charge, as it is impossible to ascertain
at present, from the state in which the accounts have been kept, in what particular -
instance, and to what extent, money was misappropriated from time to time. !

P.S.—Since writing the above the Cashkeeper has paid the deficiency above
referred to of Rupees 110, and & further sum of Rupees 63-4-0 which has been
found, in examining the accounts 80 far, to be due to the cash account. '

———

0. Kasaviah, Manager, Sheriff’s Office, on Government pay, will complete twenty-five years’

Pay Rupees 105 per month.
Soodarsanum Naidoo, Deputy Manager, Sheriff's Office, on Government pay, will complete

twenty years’ service in August next. Pay Rupees 43 per month.
Q. Mooroogoo Pillay, Head Clerk and Cashkeeper in Sheriff’s Office, on Government pay,

entertained on 1st April 1870, and has completed five years’ service in April last. Pay Rupees 30

per month.
Vencalasawmy Naido

gervice in August next.

o, Assistant Clerk, transferred from Commissary-General’s Office to

Sheriff’s Office on Government pay on 1st April 1870. Pay Rupees 20 per month. Ile was .
employed in Commissary-General’s Office from 3rd October 1867 to 31st March 1870, and in the Small

Cause Court from 1st July 1862 to 2nd October 1867. He will complete on 1st July next thirteen

years' service altogether under Government.

No. 65. OgrpEr THEREON, 10th June 1875, No. 1327,
The Sheriff will be guided by the views expressed in paragraph § of G.0O.,

dated 9th June 1875, No. 1322.
(True Extract.)

D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Oficiating Clief Secretary.

To the Sheriff of Madras.
Exd. J. Wright.
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* Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, .
26th June 1875.

Sheriff’s Office: L

No. 157. Read the following letter from C. SIMPSON, Esq., Sheriff of Madras
to the Honorable D. F. CARMICHAEL, Officiating Chief Secretary t«;
Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 11th June 1875:—.

1 have now the honor to report to Govemfnent the result of my investigation
n the Sherif’s Office, which investigation I must st:te has
ing the cash balance now remaining; but
m in those accounts, as this would entail
e it to be done by the .Auditor whom
gestion previously made for

of the accounts kept i
been confined to the accounts represent
I have not minutely checked every ite
much labor and time,and I must leav
Government may appoint for the purpose if my sug

a regular audit be adopted. _
9. On comparing the balances of the several accounts given in the Schedule

prepared at the Sheriff’s Office, showing a sum of Rupees 13,029-3-4 remaining in

the office cash-chest, with the balances of those accounts in the Ledgers, I have
discovered two discrepancies, viz.i— '

1st.—The amount of fees collected from 1st January last to 25th ultimo

is given in the Schedule as Rupees 2,338-12-0, but from the Fees Book such

fecs' amount to Rupees 9,402-4-0. The difference of Rupees 63-8-0 should

be added to the above-mentioned sum of Rupees 13,029-3-4, and it would

amount to Rupees 13,092-11-4. ]
9nd.—The balance at credit of cne of the Suitor’s Accounts is given in

the Schedule as Rupees 16-8-0, while the actual balance of that account is

~ Rupees 16-4-0. The diffcrence of Annas 4

above-mentioned sum of Rupees 13,092-11-4.
er amount in the eash-chest should have

3. Showing thereby that the prop
been Rupees 13,002-7-4. Of this sum, Rupees 6,000 were paid into the Bank of
Madras on the 26th ultimo under my orders, and the cash-chest should thereafter
have contained the balance of Rupees 7,092-7+4, but on examining it on the
and whilst this examination was being

o7th ultimo I found therein Rupees 1,584, .
fthe Sheriff’s Office sent in Rupees

proceeded with, a friend of the Cashkeeper © '
2,500, leaving still deficicncy of Rupees 3,008-7-4, which, however, has since been

made good by the Cashkeeper by several payments and on various dates, as advised

you already.
4. Nominally it was the p

each month, but it was not s0 ba
1874, and now, on making a summation ©
balance of Rupees 13,138-6-2, whereas by t
above, that balance should have been Rupees 13,092

Rupees 45-14-10 in the cash account unaccounted for.
5. 'The account kept in the Ledger in the name of Government, of all fees

collected and payable to Government, and which apparently it was the practice
to balance at the end of each month, was not 50 balanced since November 1873,
and on my having t ed up, the account exhibits a balance
at credjt of Rupees 2, 1l fees collected up to the end of last
year have been accoun d that the fees since collected only,

ractice to balance the cash account at the end of
lanced, or even the items summed up, from July
f them, that account exhibits a cash
he Schedule corrected, as pointed out
-7-4, leaving a surplus of

he items therein summ
382-4-9. I find thata
ted for to Government, an

has to be deducted from the
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Proee_edz'ngs of the Madras Government, Judicial Department
26th June 1875. ,

10,‘ I shall be glad to carry out the suggestions contained in the t
preceding paragraphs if the same be approved by Government. e
11. In conclusion I cannot help observing that the accounts in the Sheriff’

Oice have been found in a very unsatisfactory state, and that in the cours e? .
examination of them I have discovered many irregularities. Had the azco mty
been closed annually, and a balance sheet made to test the accuracy of them am(lln :'
the cash balance in the cash-chest, there would have been no opportunit aﬁ"on d od
for the defalcation which I discovered, and which it is obvious may h);ve ;e:n
ng period. There does not appear to have been any

practiced undetected for a lo
r by the Deputy Sheriff or the Manager.

supervision of the department eithe

OrpER THEREON, 26th June 1875, No. 1434.
ernment are glad to learn that the money which the cash-chest should
have contained has now been entirely paid up. The accounts of the office exhibit
a trifling discrcpancy. The Governor in Council does not think it necessa;y to

appoint a special officer to discover its source.
9. Itisto be regretted that Rupees 2,268-14-9 are due from the Attorneys on

account of fees. The sum should be collected at once, and the - system of giving
credit for fees abolished, a8 proposed.

3 The courses suggested in paragraphs 8 and 9 are approved.
vered are extremely discreditable to Mr. Simpson’s

The present Sheriff is entitled to the best thanks of Government for
d clear exposition of the state of things he found; and for his
e management of the office.
1 will request the Chief Justice to provide for the
auditing of the Sheriff’s accounts in
conjunction with those of the officers
noted in the margin ; a suitable addition
being made to the fee of the gentleman
employed.

(True Extract.)
’ ' D. F. CARMICHAEL,

Officiating Chief Secretary.

No. 158;
The Gov

4. The irregularities disco

predecessors.
his rigid scrutiny an
careful suggestions for the fotur

5. The Governor in Counci

Official Assignee.

Official Trustec.

Registrar of the High Court and Official Trustee.

To the Sheril of Madras.

Exd. J. Wrigkt.

e mla s e s
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Sheriff’s Office.
. JupiciaL. DEPARTMENT.

No. 1435,

To
Tae Hov. Siz WALTER MORGAN, &2,

Chief Justice of the High Court of Judicature at Madras.

HoxorABLE SIE,
I am directed by the Governor in Council to enclose for your information

copy of the Proceedings of Government of this date, N.o. 1434, passing orders ona
letter from the Sheriff, dated 11th June instant; and with advertence to my letter,
No. 1332-A, of the gth idem, to request that you will be good enough to arrange
for the annual audit of the Sheriff's accounts in the manner suggested in the last

aragraph of the Procee
paragrap . I have the honor to be,
ITonorable Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

dings enclosed.

QO0TACAMUND, e e
0644 June 1875. Ofiiciating Chief Secretary.

Ead, J. Wright.
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