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Fort St. Georgé, Judicial Consultation, 29th September 1857,
e

No, 64 Read the ‘foilowing letter from I, A. BRETT, Esq., Magistrate of Salem; to
EDWARD MALT BY, Esq., Acting Chief Secretary ta Government, Fort St. George,
dated Salem, 22nd September 1857, No. 338. '

Sin,

Having closed my investization into the recent disturbance at Vaniembady, I have the
honor to explain, for the information of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, in
what way the disturbance arose, and how the several complaints made by the Lubbay inhabi-

tants have been disposed of. -

2. I received oﬁ the 4th Iastant, at Salem, a report from the Head of Police of Tripatore,
informing me that the Lubbay inhabitants of Yaniembady were making a serious disturbance
in the town. It was stated that a Iarge number of that class had riotously ‘assemblec.l for the
purpose of attacking the Ilead of Police and othey - public servants ; that the mob, u}ged on by
certain persons at their head, had forcibly released a prisoner who was in custody at the Cut-
wall's Choultry ; that some Police peons had been beaten ; that the shops were closed Ly order
of the principal Lubbays ; and that no one was allowed to transact any business in the town,
The ITead of Police requested, that I would immediatg]y proceel to the place,

8. e also applied on the 2nd Instant, (the day on which the dsturbance cdmmenced) to
the Joint Magistrate at Vellore, to send out a Military guard for the protection of the Treasury

.

at Triﬁatorg.

4. I received on the same date, (thé 4th .Instant) a petition signed by a large number of
Lubbays, complalning that the W ead of Police had illegally arrestzd a number of respectable
inhabitants belonging to their class ; that some of the people had been bound, and hand-euffed,
and one placed in the stocks ; and, lastly, that Police peons kad intruded into houses cecupied
b'y Gosha women. I wrote on the same day, that I would come and enquire into their com-

plaints,

H

5. 1left Salem, on the morning of the 4th, for Vanicmbady. On the way I received
further reports, shewing that the shops were still closed ; that the Lubl;ays had issued procla-
mations, prohibiting the people from transacting any business ; had collected money ; had
undertaken the Police charge of the town ; had writtan to the Ilubbay inhabitants of Amboor
and Tripatoor, inviting them to muke commen cause with themselves at Vaniembady ; and that
a large number of Lubbays belonging to Amboor had, in angwer to this ca:l, come over to
Vaniembady. .

6. On the evening of the 10th, I wrote from Tripatore to Colonel Logan, Commanding
Vellore, stating that the disturbance bore a more serious aspect than I at first supposed, and
suggesting the expadiency of his holding further aid in readiness, or, even, advancing another
party towards Vaniecmbady. I had previously requested that an Luropean Officer nllight be sent
out to Vaniembady to take ‘command of the detachments there.

7. Tarrived at Vaniembady on the 11th Instant, with a party of Sepoys, consisting of a
Treasure Detachment belong to the 25th N. I, (30 men) which happened to be on its way from
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Salem, and a Detachment sent out from Vellore, consisting of 36 Sepoys, with a Nutive offecr.
I had travelled slowly from Salem, that the former Detachment might have time to come up,
8. TImmediately after my arrival st Vanicmbady,

. U sent for the chicf Lubbays, and informed
them that I could take no steps until the sho

PS Were opene,

They at once consented to open
I mvestigated (].e

their shops.  During the ensuing four days, comlaints on Loth sides
. Warrants had been issued by the ITead of Polip

¢ and the Sub-lolice Officer acting
under his orders, for the arrest of . thirty-five persong |

clanging to the Lubbay caste. * The

t the persons named in thegg warrants, had acted jn opposition to

an order passed by the Magistrate,

10.  Vaniembady (as the name js com

. monly applicd
of four out of the six pettahs have Iy

ad a long standin

. he g feud with the inhabitants of Perryapett,
one of the remaining two, The two parties had 5 fig

) bt at the Mohaum in 1852, owing to the
people of the four pettahs having attempted to carry their processions through the- strects of

Perryapett, which is divided from the other four by a wide branel, of the river. At the fight, two
. . ’ . 4
persons were killed, and two senous!y Woul?d€d- Trom that time the Mo]mmcdnns bC]U"Hi"g

ver® to Perryapett

* In procession or in Cisgulse, during the Mohamm. ronthis point 13 the one referred to by
Cle,

the Head of Poljce,

. 1. During the present year, some persons, at (iiﬂ‘erent ti
on the 9th day the prccessions were carried 8cross, in defiance of the above order: but no
breach of the peace ensued, the two parties who were formerly o4 camity having mad . hei
quarrel, . . } g made up their

12, In most cases, the warrants were issued

Some of the warrants, and those for the chief peo

support them. Out of the 85 persons for whom wa

on mere verhg) info
ple of the town,
Trarts were issucd

rmation given by peons.
had not even this ground to

» only four were arprchended.
custody on e process at al}
TSNS were arrested )] alte
day next Succeeding the 10
on the evening of that g
ing taken the san
ptured another gy on

DBesides those four, nine persons were placed i
- 13 persons actually arrested. None of these pe
- Ten were apprehended on the Ist, w

» making a total of
r the feast was over.
th of the Moharum.
vte, and precipitately left the
¢ morning in custody to Tripatore.
the road, which made up the number

hich was the
The Head of Police came to Vaniembady,

following morn, the/above ten persons hLe
The peons who took them over ca
to eleven.

13. These persons were detained

afternoon of the 2ud, till noon of ic ord. The Head of Police then releas 1 eight of tl ber :
five of them on the ground that they were good clmmctcrs. and had b‘c‘ c;g l‘t ¢; the nun‘n : “:
Perryapett by other persons i two, on the groyng that they werq mcru;n tunudwlgotlo‘e did
not cross over to Perryapett, at a) i and one, (the Person arresteq 1y t;,;“nw:.y;nbctc :::;c :Z o

epprehended without cause, Out of the remaining three, two Were relensed on the 5th day after
arrest, and one on the Oth, in compliance with ap order from me v Y

on the Ist, were confined during the night of the 13t in a Choul
being hand-cuffed.

» Theten persons apprehended
try at Vaniembady, one of them

4. The Head of Plice assigned as his re
" 2nd, that there was a feast at Tripatore op th
When it was pointed out to him that in g ¢

ason for K
at day, whi(}
se of this ki

aving pone away, on the morn of the
1he wished to attend with his family.

nd to issye warrants for arrcsting the

) consists of 8ix pettahs, Theinhabitants .

0 M
Oly
Fort 8t George, Judicial Consultation, 29tk September 1857,
WWWWWWWWW

person was not legal, ngr in any way justified by the actual circumstances, he replied, that the
. pers ocls .

. Lubhays at Vaniembady did not usually attend to such a process as a summons, and were per-

sons not always to be found, owing to their habit of going from one place to another.

15. 1have suspended the Head of Police from offige for three months, (subject to the sanct on
of the Board of Revenue) for the harsh, hasty, and illegal proceedings described above. It was

his obvious duty to investigate the matter on the spot. He left Vaniembady becaunse he wag

afraid to stay ; but, at the same time, instructed the peons whom he left behind to apprehend other
]

parties, the attempt at which, as he ought to have foreseen, ocgagioned the subsequent tumult,
£

16. There was noneed to arrest the chief people nor any one else ; and it was unjust and op-
ressive to drag respectable people to a place 15 miles away from their own houses, and there des
b , . : :
:) in them in custody for three days, when, as he himself admits, nothing could be truly laid to their
a
charge. } - o
17. With ren-ax;d to the man who was hand-cuffed during the pight qf the Ist, it is stated
that thi; person hal:i previously attacked the peons, and was violent in his conduct. There is
ha ' A ‘
same evidence in support of this statement.
18. The Lubbays further complained, that some peons had improperly entered a house oc-
ied i;y Gosha women, without giving the usual preliminary notice for the women to retire. [
cupie

icted one peon on this charge, and sentenced him to pay afine of 15 Rupees, under
‘convic :

Regulation III of 1819. | | |
l‘l) I also suspended fram office for three months the Duffadar, who illegally zfpprehended a
person on the road, as stated in Para. 12.

20. 611 the other side, three of the chief

* Naina Mahamed Cassim Saib. = “men among the Lubbays * were charged with
iNamna

Kathoo Bavah Saib.
Petail Ibram Saib.

having tumultuously assembled, with a large
number of their caste, on the morning of the
Qud; for the purpose of releasing by force a man
named Sheik Hoossain, who wasin arrest at the Cutwall's Choultry, ‘snd thereby disturbed the

peace of the town.

21, The mob, led by two of the above persons and others, released the person above na-
med, and committed certain other acts of violence, as beating some of the peons, puliing down
the I’)undul of a house, destroying a bullock bandy belonging to one of the Sub Police odicers, and

attempting to batter down the door of a house.

22. The same persons were further chaf‘ged with having compeliel by thr zts of viole: ce,

the different shop-keepers of the town to close their shops, from the morning of the 2ud Sep.le‘n'
ber to the morning of the 11th Idem.

23. 1 convictad the first two Defendants, and sentenced them each to pay a fine of £00
Rupees, commutable to six month's imprisonment, under Section VII, Regulation X of 1816.
The th;rd Defendant was acquited. The two Defendants imn ediately paid the fines. *

24. In passing sentences on the first two Defendants, I explained that tle illegal and
~Fe o

oppressive conduct of the Police had led me to take a much more lenient view of their case,
than some of the circamstances-would seem to allow of,

05' - As to the attack o the Police, and the rescue of the person in custody, it was an
extenuating circumstance that the arrest was made without sufficient cause. - The unjustifiable
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arrest of this person, and the others taken off to Tripatore, might fairly be pleaded in excuse

"of much excitement and anger on the part of their friends.

26. The general combination to stop business did not adwmit of equal excuse. It involved
2 forcible interference with other person’s rights ; it excited general alarm within and without
the town ; and it mdlcatcd apurpose on the part of those who acted so xllerfally to commit

further vwlence

Q7. Onthe other hand, it is usually plcaded that these combinatjons pre eanctioned by

fustom, and that those who engage in them have no other intent than to evinge to the authorities
in a public manner the existence  of a serious grievance. I have accepted this explanation as
to the intent on the present occasion ; but have warned the people that similar proccedings could

JgY

not be treated so lenjently a second time,

28. The town was perfectly quiet whenI leftit; and there is, I Lelieve, no disposition
on the part of any qne ip it tq create further distyrbance,

(Signed) 1IL.A. BRETT,
Magistrate.

No. 65. Onpen TuEREON, No. 1219 ; dated 28th September 1857,

The Government approve of the measures taken by Mr. Brett for restoring order in the
town of Vaniembady, and examining promptly on the spot the cause of the disturbance. Itis
gratifying to find that his proceedings have Leen quite successful.

. 2. Tt appcars t! at the irri'ation felt by the Lubbaye population arose from some in Judicious

informal arrests made by the Police, after the Mohurrum festival was over. The 1Tgad of Police
has been suspended for three momhé for his wrongful measurcs, and the Government view with
much disapprobation his conduct in having resorted to hasty end illegal arrests, when tl.ore was no
occasion whatever far precipitancy, and in having subjected the accused to detention in confinement,
and to the inconvenience of being taken 15 miles from their homes, when it was his duty to have

remained i in the town and held a prompt local enquiry into the charge prefurred sgainst them,

3. 'lhe Police Duffadar was wlso suspended for a similar period for iMegally apprd. enling
an individual.

4. - On the othier hend, three Jeading mcmbcrs of the Lubbaye Community were tried Ly the
Magistrate on vanous charges of rioting and releasing a piisoner from custody ; one was
fequitted, and the other two were found guilty, and sentenced each to a fine of Rupees £09, or in
default of payment to six months i imprisonment. The fincs were xmmedmtely discharged.

5. This punishment is certuinly lenfent; Lut as the Magistrate was satisfied that the
accused had acted under iryitation ¢aused by the misconduct of the Police, and not from any
spirit of insubordination, the scntcnce is approved. ‘

Government observe that the town iy reported to be pclf

cetly quict, and that \lr. Drett
anticipates no further disturbance, T

(Signed) - E. MALTBY, .
Acting Chief Secretary.

Exd. H. Morgan,
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