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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
6¢h July 1861.

No. 95, Read the following letter from Captain II. R. MORGAN, Officiating Conservator
of Forests, to J. D. SIM, Fsq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort
Saint George, dated Madras, 22nd June 1861, No. 532 :—

Sig,

1. T have the honor to request that you will be pleased to obtain the sanction of Govern-
ment for employing two Copyists instcad of one as at present. 'The salary apportioned to the
second Clerk (which post is now vacant) is Rupees 43, and I beg to recommend that that amount
be divided and Rupees 23 and 20 respectively be given to the Copyists.

2. I beg to mention that if the second Clerk is prevented by sickness or any other cause
from attending the Ofice, the Assistant in charge of the Office is left without any assistance.

No. 96. OrDER THEREON, Gth July 1861, No. 1,352
The alterations in the Office Establishment of the Conservator of Forests proposed in this
letter is sanctioned.
' (Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government,
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Procecedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
27th Oclcber 1865:

Read again Mcemorial from Mr. Thomas Spring, dated 10th September, and
recorded in G. O. 20th September 18G5, No. 2,2060.

No. 540. Read also the following letter fromn the Officiating Conservator
of Forests, to the Acting Sceretary to Government, Revenue Depart-
ment, IFort Saint George, dated Camp, Ootacamund, 11th October 1365,
No. 1,462 :— : ~

1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Government Order
No. 2,260 of the 20th of September, forwarding Mr. Spring’s Memorial, together
with an enclosure herewith returned.

2. In my letters Nos. 1,260 of the 28th of April, and 1,349 of the 1Sth of
July last, recorded in the Government Orders Nos. 956 of the 9th of May, and
1,912 of the 17th of August, I have fully explained that Mr. Spring had given Teak
on license when it had been purposely omitted from his seigniorage lists, and had
himself fixed the scigniorage rates without even referring the matter to the Conser-
vator or even reporting it; and that he had given only verbal orders where impor-
tant contracts were concerned; and that he had reccived deposits of money without
cutering them in his accounts ; and that, during his tenure of office as Acting Assis-
tant Conservator, he had exhibited such laxity of systemn generally, and such  dis-
regard of the rules of the Department, that he could not be again emploved in anv
independent charge.  Upon my report, Government directed that Mr. Spring should
be placed under some Officer in the Department ; Mr. Spring’s appointment was
that of Sub-Assistant Conservator, but as every Sub-Assistant has an independent
charge, the system of the Department necessitated his reverting to the appointment
of Overseer.  In his defence, and in the Memorial now under review, Mr. Spring
has not been able to give any satisfactory explanation of his conduct.

3. With regard to Mr. Spring’s assertions in paragraphs 6, 7, and 8 of his
Memorial, I have to inform you that after the trial of Boria Gownden, Major Michacel
at once informed Dr. Cleghorn, that after hearing Mr. Spring’s own admission in
evidence, he could not possibly place any reliance on his accounts or on the infor-
mation he had given him regarding his dealings with Contractors. I wasnot present
at the trial myself; but from what Major Michacl reported to Dr. Cleghorn and
myself, Icould not again have placed any confidence in Mr. Spring. In paragraph
6, Mr. Spring states that he gave Major Michael a separate and detailed list of the
advances made to the axemen and cartmen ;'the amounts worked out; and the balance
due by each. Major Michael, however, stated that he found the list untrustworthy,
1nasmuch as some of the men repudiated the balances set down against their names
and others who had the remarks ¢ at work,” ¢ safe debt,” &e.; sct opposite their
names, werce in reality ncither at work, nor by any means likely to clear off their
advances without legal pressure. Licutenant Bennet, now in charge, has since
reported the same facts, and I anticipate very great difficulty in recovering many
of these outstandings. Major Michael also reported that the timber in the only depét
he was able to examine differed materially from that set down in the lists furnished
him by Mr. Spring, =o that he could not place any reliance on the lists of timber.,
sald to .bo m the Forest depdts, which the unlicalthy scason precluded hix from
examining.

4. With regard to paragraph 9 of Mr. Spring’s Memorial, T need only state
that the Teak on the Ponachi hills (the contract for cutting which has been eiven to
Mr. Lowry) is stunted, and of inferior growth, as growing at a very hich elovation s
we have tried for some years to cffect a sale of this, as much of it was d\ztex;ioratil.‘w,
and the fallen trees, of which there were some hundreds, were cettine unnualT)’f
destroyed by fire ; no one, however, would malke any bid whatever, and. when the
accident of a Coflee estate being opencd out in the vicinity ;r:wc, us 2 chance of
making a clear profit of two Annas per cubic foot, I was very olad to accept the
ofier. .lt was at Mr. Lowry’s own request that I reported sljecialﬁ’ on this, as he did
not wish to commence felling until 1t had been brought ofiicially to the nofice of
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Dcparlmcn@
27th October 1865. '

Government.  The Teak in the Coimbatore belt, however, is of very fine arowth,

but all the ripe trees having been felled out it has been strictly reserved since con-

servancy came into operation, and the Railway Company, who leased a portion of
these forests, were not cven allowed to fell a single tree. Mr. Spring gave parties
the whole run of the Teak in these forests without the sanction of the Conservutoy,
or without even ‘raporting that he was doing so; this was done verbally, as his
contracts only allowced. of jungle timbers being felled, and the price was fixed by
himself, as Teak was néve'r enfered in the seigniorage lists of the District framed by
Major Michacl ; while this was going on Mr. Spring never once entered these
forests or took any steps to pievent depredations, {hese circumstances alone would
hive necessitated my recommending his removal from any independent charge.

5. Reverting to the subject of Mr. Spring’s outstandings against cartmen, I
must inform you, that Licutenant Bennet states that he sees no chance of settling
them, or at least a considerable portien of them; many of the men are not at
worli, and have apparently taken the advances without any intention of working ;
others are not to be found, or arc said to reside i the Cochin territory. By the
instructions laid down in the Forest Manual, Mr. Spring was only authorized to
give an advance of twelve Rupees per cart ; several partics, however, appear to have
received advances of 600 and 700 Rupees each, who only possessed some three or
four carts, and no precautions were taken to keep the men and their carts and cattle
at work until their advances were worked out. Mr. Spring states that these debts
are all safe, and that he could recover "or work them all out; I would therefore
suraest that he should now be ordered to settle all these advances in communi-
cation with Licutenant Bennet, and that -he should bring all the men to work who
arc willing to work out their advances, and that 2 statement should be drawn up
shewing what advances are considered irrecoverable.

No. 541, Orprr THEREOYN, 27th October 1865, No. 2,043.

1. A perusal of the papers above recorded

tends to strengthen the convietion at which the

‘ Governor in Council had arrived, that Mr. Spring is
unfit to be placed in independent charge. S ' s _

9.- On consideration, however, of the fact that one cffect of this decision has
been to reduce Mr. Spring to the position of an Overseer drawing only Rupees 80
a month, the Governor in Council resolves to modify the Order of the 17th August.
1865, No. 1,912, so far as to grant Mr. Spring an allowance of Rupees 90 a month
for the period during which he was under. suspension, viz., from the 30th April to
the 17th August 1865. - '

3. Captain Beddome’s proposition that Mr. Spring should be sent to aid Lieute-
nant Bennet in settling the Anamallay cart accounts is approved, and the report
called for in paragraph 5 of the Order quoted above should be forwarded in due
course.

4. Captain Beddome will be good cnough to inquire into the truth of the
assertion made by Mr. Spring in paragraph 2 of the letter to his address, dated the
2nd September, to the cffect that an advance of Rupees 400 has been made to a
contractor who only possesses one cart, and will therefore never be able to work
out his contract. '

Forests, No. 17.

('True Extract.)
- (Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

Acling Sceretary to Governiment,

To the Ofiiciating Conscrvator of Forests.
,, the Accountent General.

LEzd. S. T, Augustin,



4 .
/

VAN Ry AP ¥ Vs

7
=7

7]

4

79—)4’)7
4

0 Y’

” /—,’Z’?’

//
/
-~

/‘

-
2/
o2
o
o
ol
¢

e

7

/
7

P,
o7
4
220 A
e
;7‘

- e e b e e e e

P

9 L7

» >

—— ‘«1:'0'7
ARPTIIT pTnT ?/”7
o
P
7.
\
VO’

/-

o

> a2

n—ﬁj

A

o7z

~

G

2 7 0

i

2 202
~NYANY I VD

Lo

21V,

Z

4

A4
ye

v

27) A2
L

.
o

-

V24
,‘”)/-/2 ‘.

7’7)/1* »

/
1727

o

ager
)

Lot

perrg 797 7 2 "

7

7.
v
=z

S

s

~

~—"
Yo

¢

»

>

R D T U UU R O

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Recenuc Department,
3rd Majy 1866,

No. 72. Read the following letter from the Conservator of Forests, to the Secre-
tary to Government, Reveniie Department, Fort Suint George, dated

Madras, 24th April 1866, No. 1,778 :— .
1. I beg to submit a letter from

* With two enclosures, A, and B. - Captain Beddome, No. 22# of the 11th

ultimo, who bas been cnzazed ininves-

tigating the outstanding advances of the Anamallay range, and recommends that

the sums entered in the accompanying statement be written off as irrecoverable bad
debts. . .

2. These sums are clearly irrecoverable, and every effort has been made to
reach the debtors, the remaining Contractors are at regular work, or have been
summoned to work off their advances.

3. T dake this opportunity of stating that Mr. Spring might now with advan-
tage be moved to another District, and relieved from further responsibility in regard
to these advances. ’

No. 73. OrpEr THEREON, 3rd May 1866, No. 1,057.

The Government sanction the writing off of
Rupees 1,606. The recommendations made by
Dr. Cleghorn in paragraph 3 are approved.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secretary to Government.

Forests, No. ©.

To the Officiating Conservator of Forests.
»» the Accountant General.

Exd. §. T. Augustin.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
20th Janvary 1869.

No. 346. Read the following letter from the Officiating Conservator of Forests,
to the Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated
Camp at Ootacamund, 8th December 1868, No. 1,039 :—

1. Referring to the Government Order, No. 2,504, of the 29th of Scptember
last, T have the honor to inform you that the Office work of the Central Office has
so very much increased of late, that it is impossible to prevent our accounts, &e.,
‘ falling in arrears. The Accountant
e " Vide Proceedings of Board of Revenue, No.  Gioneral has now requested* that monthly

oS N TTN P
:j s 7,913, dated 206h Qctober 1368, Accounts Current may be submitted to
B him in a new form for all funds drawn and expended for Forest operations, from
‘E., the scveral Treasuries of Districts under conservancy; this will render it indispen-
o sably n2cessary to keep separate books for adjustment of all those advances, so as
’\\\ to tally with the entriesin the books of that authority, and will cause a further
increase in office work. I trust therefore, under these circumstances, that Govern-
RC) ment will sanction the entertainment of a Compiler at once, asa temporary measure,
2 pending a further report upon the necessity of a revision of the Office’ Establish-
S\ ‘ ment.
o | 2. Mr. Spring; at present Overseer of Collegal, has been reported by Colonel
I Morgau, the Dopaty Conservator of his district, as quite unfit for forest work, and

I am anxious to remove or pension him, as the conscrvancy of the district is suffer-
ing from the want of an active Overscer. - Coloncl Morgan reports, that Mr. Spring
wants only 11 months to complete his 25 years’ service, which would entitle him to
half pay as pension, and, as he considers him well qualified as a Clerk, he sugzests
that he should he employed in that capacity till he has completed his 25 years.
Mr. Spring is a good Accountant and Clerk, and I request sanction thathe may be
employed in the Central Office as a temporary measure in the duties of Compiler
and Accountant, on his present salary of Rupees 100 per mensem, till the 1st of
November 1869.

No. 347. OrDER THEREON, 20th January 1869, No. 165.

The employment of Mr. Overscer
Spring in the Central Office of the Forest
_ Department, on his present salary, is
sanctioned as a temporary measure, and for a limited period. The Acting Conser-
vator should, however, submit without delay, a complete scheme for his Office
Lstablishment, as the entertainment of two Compilers, one on Rupees 100 and the
other on Rupees 30 cannot be required. ' |

(True Extract.)

(Signed) R.A. DALYELL,
Acting Secretary to Government.

Forests, No. 12.

To the Officiating Conservator of Foi'ests.
»» the Accountant General,

Exd. G, A. Turton,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
) 17th August 1865, 4

No. 279, Read the following letter from Captain R. H. BEDDOME, Officiating
Conscrvator of Forests, to W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Acting Secretary to
Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Camp
Ootacamund, 18th July 1865, No. 1,349 :—

Six,

1. Adverting to the Government Orders No. 956 of the 9th of May, and

No. 1,323 of the 15th of June last, I

have the honor to forward Mr. Spring’s

defence,* together with a copyt of his
explanation forwarded to Dr. Cleghorn.
2." With regard to Mr. Spring’s statement that Teak is given on license in

Cuddapah, Salem, and Madura, I may here inform you that, with the exception of

the Cumbum valley forests in Madura, which are reserved and worked by the

Department, there is no Teak worth reserving in any of those Districts, as it isall

stunted and of small growth ; whereas in the belt of forest comprising the Bolum-

putty, Sholaykurray and Chenat Nair forests of the Coimbatore and Malabar

Districts, the growth of Teak is very fine, but its felling has been stopped since

conservancy came into force, as all the ripe trees were felled out some years ago.

The Chenat Nair forest is leased to the Railway with a distinet clause that no Teak

is to be felled, and Teak was purposely omitted in the seigniorage lists of Coim-

batore. Mr. Spring was well aware of these facts; he, however, allows Teak to be
felled, and fixes the price himself, and never even reports that he has done so. The
order given to Rungiah G ownden and Boriah Gownden in June to cut Vengay and

Black-wood for the Jail, appears to have been a written order, and not a verbal one,

as before stated by me in my letter No. 1,266, of the 28th of April last; it was,

however,.afterwards altered verbally into permission to cut Teak also. On the 1st of

July, Mr. Spring informed me verbally that he intended felling some Vengay in the

Sholaykurray and Bolumputty forests for the Coimbatore Jail, and I told him that it

would be a good plan. No mention was made of Teak or Black-wood, and no report

was ever made to me concerning the contract. Boriah Gownden and Rungiah

Gownden were allowed to enter the Sholaykurray forests in June, and appear to

have had the whole run of the forests undisturbed until November, when the Reve-

nue authoritics put a stop to their proceedings. These contractors had then just
effected the sale of some valuable timber ; but this was attached and marked, and
conscquently was not removed. On account of this sale one of them (the other is
dead) was fined 1,000 Rupees, and sentenced to three years’ imprisonment. It is
impossible to say what timber may or may not have been felled and sold out of those
forests between Juneand November, as no supervision was exercised by Mr. Spring.

No felling at all should have been allowed without the supervision of Mr. Spring or

of his Overseer. Mr. Spring pleads sickness, but he had an Overscer attached to his

establishment, and it was the healthy season. ’ '
3. With regard to your official docket No. 1,450 of 1865, dated the 26th of

June (hercwith returned), in which Mr. Spring cemplains that he was required to do

duty after his pay was stopped, I here-

with forward copy of a lettert from

Major Michael to the Conservator of INor-

»sts, by which you will perceive that that Officer refused to take the responsibility of

* Enclosure No. 1. 3
t Do. No.2,

+ Enclosure No. 3.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
17ith August 1865.

Mr. Spring’s outstandings and stock of timber; Major Michael was taken ill almost
immediately after assuming charge, and he was unable to visit the timber depdts,
and he informed me that most of the cart contractors, who were holders of large
advances, were not at work, and that Mr. Spring had not adopted proper measures
for handing over these outstandings; it was upon this that I ordered Mr. Spring
to remain in the District, as reported in paragraph 9 of my letter to- Government,
No. 1,266 of the 28th of April 1865, and to hand over both the timber and out-
standings to Licutcnant Bennet who was expected. I also recommended him to
collect all the cartmen, so that no delay should occur in handing over, and inform~
ed him that if he did so, I should recommend that he should be allowed to
draw his pay from the date of Major Michael’s departure till the arrival of
Licutenant Bennet. Mr. Spring has not acted up to these orders, and, instead of
handing over properly to Licutenant Bennet, he has proceeded to Madras; he is
suffering, I believe, from dysentery; but he has not forwarded a certificate from the
Doctor at Coimbatore, that it was necessary for him to proceed to Madras. I may
here mention that if Mr. Spring had given proper attention to his duty, all the
cartmen would have been at work under his own or his Overseer’s supervision ; he
appears, however, to have absented himself from the operations, and to have remain-
ed in at Coimbatore, some 40 miles away from his work, the contractors conse-
quently left their work, and some are reported to have sold their bullocks.

No. 280. ORDER THEREOYN, 17th August.1865, No. 1,912.

1. In a letter dated the 28th April
1865, No. 1,266, Captain Beddome, the
Deputy Conservator of Forests, .brought
to the noticc of Government certain transactions in which Mr. Spring, Acting
Assistant Conservator in charge of the Anamallay and Bolumputty Range, had been
involved, and which seemed, in Captain Beddome’s opinion, to shew that he ought
not to bé allowed to return to the independent charge of a Range.

2. Government reserved their final judgment on the matter until they could
be put in possession of fuller information ; but in consideration of the irregularities
which Mr. Spring had undoubtedly been guilty of, they ordered that payment of his
salary should be discontinued until further orders—(G. O. 9th May 1865, No. 956).

3. Fuller reports on the conduct of Mr. Spring together with his written
defence have now been submitted to Government, and they are constrained to
observe that although criminality is not imputed to Mr. Spring, he is shewn to have
paid away heavy sums of the public money without notifying what he was doing to
his superiors, and without keeping any regular record of his transactions; and by
these and other irregularities to have brought about such a state of confusion and
disorganization in his Range, that Major Michael was obliged in self-defence to
refuse to take over charge of it.

4. Under these circumstances, Government are of opinion that the loss of pay,
from the 30th of April to the present date, to which Mr. Spring is subject, in accord-

Forests, No, 0.

ance with G. O. 9th May 1865, No. 956, will be a proper punishment for the

irregularities which he has been shewn to have committed; and they approve of
Captain Beddome’s proposition that Mr. Spring should be placed in future under

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
17th August 1865

some other Officer, and not be allowed to remain in independent charge of a Range.
Captain Beddome will now direct Mr. Spring to resume his duties.

5. The Officer who is at present in charge of the Anamallay and Bolumputty
Range should carefully scrutinize the subject of the large advances made by Mr.
Spring to cart-drivers and others, and a report should eventually be submitted to
Government, shewing whether any of the advances made by him are unadjusted and
irrccoverable, and if so, whether he is personally responsible for them.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

Acting Secretary to Government.

To the Officiating Conservator of Forests.
,, the Accountant General. .

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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