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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Pension Department,
19th August 1869. :

e N A = = A
T A AR R N e R e ey SN AR B AP
A A S sy

Tead again Proceedings of Government, dated 17th June 1869, No. 183, Peusion Department.
Read also the following papers :——
From the Civil and Session Judge of Nellore.

Requesting, with reference to G. 0., No. 183,)
dated 17th June 1869, the decision 6f Govern- |
ment a8 to whether he is responsible for the I :
whole of D. Runga Row’s salary, from 11th »(Here enter 3rd July 1869, Ne. 27).
December 1868, or only for the difference be- !
tween his pension and salary. J

Referred to the Accountant General for his remarks.
FORT SAINT GEOBGE) (Signed) H. E. STOKES,
15th July 1869. Actg. Under Secy. to Gevt.

From the Accountant General, Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ;
dated Fort Saint George, 22nd July 1869, No. 106, %

Post-Audit Department.
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Order of Government in the Financial

Department, dated 15th instant, forwarding for my remarks a letter from Mr. Cockerell, the Civil
and Session Judge of Nellore, on the subject of the retrenchment directed to be made from his
salary in G. O., dated 17th ultimo.

9. Adverting to the second paragraph of Mr. Cockerell's letter, I beg to observe that the only
action taken by this Department in the above matter has been the issue of a pension certificate,
ir. which the date of the commencement of Runga Row’s pension is stated to be the 11th December
1868, and this is correct, although from Mr. Cockerell’s oversight he has been drawing Rupees 50
per mensem for four-and-a-half months instead of Rupees 25, the pension to which he was entitled”
No retrenchment has as yet been issued against the Civil Judgo's salaty, vor have ony RRECT
been issued to the Collector directing him to pay Runga Row his pension frem 11th December
1868 to 30th April 1869, and I fail, thercfore, to perceive in what respeet Mr. Cockerell has
grounds to complain. Whether it was the intention of Government that the full sum of Rupees 50
per mensem for the period in question should be recovered from Mr. Cockerell, or whether it was
meant that the difference between the salary and pension should only be recovered, may perhaps
admit of a doubt ; but looking to the order passed by Government in a similar case under date the
29nd June last, I am of opinion that the difference only should be recovered.

3. With reference to Mr. Cockerell's remarks ega ding the responsibility incurred by the
Accountant General in allowing the error which he had co d to remain unnoticed for three
months, I have the honour to observe that the case in tion was taken up for report in its due
order upon the roster. From the commencement of tl sent year to the 30th April last, no
less than 524 pension and gratuity applications were filed in this office. This large and unwonted
influx of cases was chiefly cansed by Mr, Pelly ion of establishment, and it became necessary
for me in consequence to ask the Government to str th e Pension Department by a tempo-
vary establishment which was granted on the 19¢h March last. The delay, therefore, in taking
up Runga Row’s case was not due to any remissness on the part of my establishment, but to an

<oy UIOUAL Préssure UL WOLk in the Papsion Department, with which the department was unable. ",
to deal. -

4. But I submit that Mr. Cockerel- view in regard to the resw-.usibility of the Accountant
General is altogether a mistaken one. This office, it must be remembered, is no longer one of pre-
audit, but simply one of eheck, and the responsibility for erroneous payments, therefore, rests not
upon it, but on the officer through whose orders or instrumentality such payments are made. In
the case now under consideration, it was clearly the duty of the Civil Judge to have made himself
acquainted with the Pension Rules, which are on the record of every Court, and to which the atten-
tion of every Officer of Government has of late been repeatedly called in the Gazette. Having
failed in this duty, Mr. Cockercll cannot, I submit, evade the responsibility for his error by Broms
ing the blame upon others.
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