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No. 8. Read the following letter from Mrs. P. DRYSDALE, Widow of the late THOMAS
DR ALE, Preventive Officer, Sea Customs, Mady to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 21st February 1¢

1 have the honor to hand you herewith my Memorial to His Excellency the Governor in

Couneil, which I humbly
Tae LATE PrEveENTivE OFFICER, BEA Cusroms.—We regret {0 have to report the death e J
1y worthy public servant, namely, that of My, Thomas Drysdale, Preyentive b@g you will be ]"IG&SCd
ser in the Ses Customs, Mr. Drysdale arrivid. ot Madras under wost unfortn- o ls ‘ R
: ! Lo de ; : o lay before ixcel-
pate circumetances, having had to swim for his life from the ¢ Lord Eldon”, which P .bdor(. His Excel
Wwas Wi od at Madras in the year 1844. l[s’:‘ subsequently eutersd the local 101‘1(’.)’ in due course.
Police Force as a Constable, in which ¢ y by his gteadiness, sobriely, and faith- :
ful dizcharge of duty, he afforded the utmost gatisfaction,  Ultimately, My. Drysdale 2. In  the Impe
was appointed Preventive Officor at the Sea. Customs, The duties which devolved  that it mav be taken i
on him, 88 such, required, on the one hand, the greatest watchfulness and care, and at 1t may be taken ito
constant exposnre £ tl_\e snn pnd seather at all fimes in an open boat while visiting consideration that my
ipping in the Roadstead ; ou y d the greatest self-command and o
wore pecessary to aveid g offence to- s dispositions - late husband rendered
wom he was brought in contact in the discharge of hig rather nnenviable . : :
dutice, and we believe that Mr, Drysdale never ab any time gave occasion for dis- Pum}c services which
satisfaction to the Commanders of any of the vessels that came under his scrutiny. Ha AL i Ry ey
was umiversally esteemed for hi§ gorrect conduct ; but above all for his kind-heart- elicited the appreval of
edness ;—he had all the qualities of a good old Balt, and was ever in the foremost  (Government, 1 have
ranks when help was needed, If there wasa fire or a wreck, Mr. Drysdale was = :
almost always first on the spot. In 1853, when }Madrz\s wag visited by a terrilic taken the hberty to at-
storm, which committed frightfnl hayock among the shipping, when thie beach was e e ’
strewed with wrecks, snd large vesgels (among whi 1'0,1% the * Lutchmes”, the ta'Ch’malgma’“)’m“&r“'
« Alorkis” and *f Serampore”) were totally lost, Mr., Dry y rendered useful service at N an AN
which svas favorably noti by Government in a pul ument that was pub- cle that appeared in-the
Lighe d ‘in the Fort Saint G otte.  We unfh ; e, Drysdale Madras Times of the
died on fhe 19th instant after three 8 illness from the s of a sunstroke

ived while on duty, and that he has left a family ufterly uup ided for. 25th October last,

Men of Me. Drysdale’s class are much wanted in this coantry for the rmance
of duty which cannot be entrusted to Natives, and which requircs great vigor and
powers of endurance with thorough hone ; it would be awise poli fGovern-  to, and to which 1T beg
ment, by providing for their families after their death, held out inducements to g e
such. men to settle in the country and take employment ander Government. to call youxr attention.

having refe

e p——

To
Taz RIGHT HONORABLE tux GOVERNOR m COUNCIL,
Fort Saint George.

The humble Memorial of P. DR 'SDALE, Widow
of the late THOMAS DRYSDALE, Preventive
Officer in Her Majesty’s Sea Customs, Madras.
RESPECTFULLY SHEWRTH,

~ That your Memorialist's husband first arrived on these shores under the most wnfortunate ¢ir-
cumstances, having been obliged to swim ashore to save his life from the Lord Eldon, which was
wrecked at Madras in the year 1844, That your Memorialist's hushband subsequently: obtained a
berth as second Mate on the Ship Worcester, and afterwards entered the Madras Police as a Con-
stable, and on account of his attention to his duty, and sober and steady conduct, received the highest
pay given to that class of Public Servants, as will be seen by the Certilicate annexed, {marked A)
granted by Captain Frodorick Clerk, the then Police Magistrate under whom he did duty. That on
sccount of his approved good conduct, and faithful discharge of duty, he was appointed, on & vacancy
gecurring in 1853, on the recommendation of the late Captain Christopher Biden, (vide letter marked
B) Preventive Officor. That in this capacity your Momorialist’s husband  had very heavy and
avduous duties to perform, having daily to cross the surf, and visit the various vessels that arrived
in the Roadstead. That in the discharge of these duties he was necessarily obliged, at great risk to
his health and safety of his person, to expose himself to the sun in an open hoat; but though such
was the case, he unflinchingly adhered to the faithful performance of duty until he was struck
down by a stroke of the sun, under which he sank and -died, having served the Government for 19

v

vears as shown in the margin. But his salary

As Constable, 7 years. i hoe : ot hi

As I’revontiv’c Officer and Yard Supervigor, 12 years. having been bm‘ely adequate to support his
family, he was consequently; during his life-time,

anable to provide for any contingency like the present, -
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2. That your Memorialist’s husband at all times readily obeyed the call of duty, and was
ever the foremost to afford assistance on occasions of fires or ghipwreck. In the year 1853, when
Madras was visited by a tremendous gale, and several vessels were wrecked, your Memorialist’s
husband rendered useful service, and Government in Extract Minutes of Consultation, No. 110,
dated 19th April 1853, noticed with pleasure the flattering testimony borne to those services by
the Chief Magistrate.

3. Your Memorialist now begs to appeal to Government, and to solicit their commissorate
congideration, being left with three children totally unprovided for, and she begs that in considera-
tion of her husband’s good and meritorious services, Government will be pleased to grant her such
g pension as in their generous consideration may seem fit. For which act of kindness, as in duty
bound, she will ever pray.

o' g (Signed) P. DRYSDALE,

Mapras, Widow of the late Thomas Drysdale,

30tk October 1865. Preventive Qfficer, Sea Customs.

e

A.

Constable Thomas Drysdale has served in the Madras Police since the 23rd Jaumary 1846.
1 have always found him trustworthy, attentive to his duty, and particularly sober. Iis conduct
has been such as to ensure his gradual promotion, and he is now receiving the highest rate of

pay.
(Signed) FRED. CLERK,

Mapras, Gexnran Poncr Orriox, Police Magistrate.
5th March 1850

-~ Rae
B.
My Dear UnpERWOOD,
If you should require a Preventive Officer, I can strongly recommend the bearer, Mr. Drysdale,
although 1 shall be very sorry to lose the services of so good a Constable ; he is a most excellent and

trustworthy man. :
Yours sincerely,

Lst June 1853. ' (Signed) €. BIDEN.

bet——

<

Mr. Drysdale performs his duties satisfactorily.
: (Signed) W. E. UNDERWOOD,
Collector, Sea Customs.
I3
I have heen highly satisfied with the manner in which Mr. Drysdale performs his daty. Though
on the list as Preventive Officer he has really for years been Yard Supervisor. 1 hope, that on the
establishment being re-arvanged, he will sucuebd to the increased pay I have recommended for that
post. He has had g greas experience, and manay:s the yard capitally.

_ 1 (Signed) C. COLLETT,
| oth December 1861, Ayg. Collector, sea Customs.

E

The new establishment restored Mr. Drysdale to his place of Preventive Officer, which Lo h
conducted to my entire safisfaction.

as

(Signed) C._ SHUBRICK,
90(h July 1863. Collector, Sea Customs.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Marine Departmeht,
2nd May 1866.

Referred to the Collector of Sea Customs, for his remarks, in communication with the Commis-
gioner of Police and the Superintendent of Marine.

Forr Saixt GEoRaE, (Signed) J. GROSE,
28th March 1866 deting Under Secretary.

No. 9. From the Collector of Sea Customs, Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 16th April 1866, No. 380.
Agreeably to the Order of Government, dated 28th ultimo, I have the honor to forward copies
of remarks by the Commissioner (a) of Police,
(a) D1l ﬁ%‘;‘}l 112?5% e and Superintendent (b) of Marine, regarding the
late Mr. Drysdale.
2. During the period (¢) Mr. Drysdale
(c.) Sinoe 25th September 1863. served under my orders, he afforded me every
» Vide Extracts annexed to Memorial. satisfaction, and fully bore out the favorable tes-
: ¢ timonials* recorded of him by my predecessors,
Messrs. Underwood, Collet, and Shubrick.
3. T have little doubt that his death was caused by exposure incurred in the performance of
his duty, which, for the last eight months of his service, involved going from one ship to another in
an open boat from 7 4. till 12 or 1 p. a. for the purpose of collecting Boat Notes.

4. 'The Memorial with its enclosures are herewith returned.

e

Na, 920 of 1865-66. R iy
MEMORANDUM. ‘

The late Thomas Drysdale served for seven and half years as a Constable of the Madras Police,
d a,ppzm‘s to have borne a good character. He has left a widow and three children. The eldest
an

60. The other two are girls
is employed by Messrs, Dymes Cartwright & Co., on a salary of Rupees | _g

aged about 15 and 12.

2 Mrs Drysdale has no means of support save the ~salary of her con. She lives with her

brother, who i is employed by Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co., on & sa.la.ry of Bupees 140 per mensem but

he has a wife and eight children to maintain. & X
MADRAS, Pouice Conmsswxmz s OrriCE, : (ngned) Gy S HEARN

13th April 1866. ; s kel et LS ommwswner of Polwe
To the (‘ollector of Sea Customs, Madma Gatare RS e e

From the Supermtendent of Marine, to the Collectbr'of Sea Customs ; 5 datedfMéHi'as, ':_lﬁth April

1866, No. 1558.

In reply to your letter, marginally noted, I have the honor to mform you, the late Thomas
Drysdale was never under my orders, but

4th April 1866, No. 350.  that from personal knowledge of him as a Go-

vernment servant in the Sea Custom Dep&rt— -»;’1-".' :

ment, 1 am aware that he was a very worthy, steady, and energetic Oﬂieer i
9. Mr. Dalrymple, under whom he served in the Police, speaks very hlghly of h1m

(True Copics). : 7
‘ (Signed) J. H. BLAIR, -
Collector of Sea Customs.

Epai
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Proceedings of the Madras G overnment, Marire Department, 1
5th November 1866. :

Read the following :— : ‘ , 4 | &

No. 5.  Extract from a Despateh from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for India, ‘

to the Government of India in the Financial Department, No. 208 of 1866, dated the , L

31st August. 0 A&

Paragraph 11. A pension of Rupees 95 amonth may be granted, under the circumstances
stated, to the wildow of the late Mr. Thomas
Letter dated 7¢h June 1866, No. 115, Drysdale, to be reduced, as proposed by you, to
Rupees 15 a month, on the marriage of both her

daughters. * .
No. 2785. : |

| i x
Ordered that a copy of the above pgra.graph be fprwarded to the Government of Fort Saint
Gzorge, with reference td_le?ﬁzi' from this Department, dated 7th June 1866, No. 889 ; also that

a copy be furnished to the Accountant General, Madras, SR S
Suria, Foanciar DEpARTNENT, 5o . (Signed) J.E. COOKE,

Yot Ootopir \BOOIS £ o > s A Dol the Gout. of Tndia.
Noo6. ' Oubm mmmmox, Sth November 1866, No. 266.

Communiéa"te‘aj‘;g Mz P, Drysdale, with reference %fhe}ﬂemoriﬁf- received with her letter
Of the 215t F ebl‘ual’y 1866’ o thePexllsion Departmeﬂt, and’ also’ to theExam']n er Of 01 a.imé.
S e v % W (Trug Extract). e M o 3 :

Secretary to Government,
24 # pt é '

B i @
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¥xd. J. H. Burns.
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