


Proceedings of zfﬁe Madras Government, Financial Depariment,
6th December 1865.

No. 5. Read the following letter from the Collector of Coimbatore, to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Coimbatore, 21st November 1865, No. 187.

I beg to forward, for the consideration and orders of Government, a letterto my address
from M. Soondara Meodaliyar, Tahsildar of the Neilgherry Taluq, applying for permission to re-
tire from the Public Service from the 1st February 1866, the date succeeding that on which he
will complete 30 years service.

2, 1 am aware that undes existing ocrders, app]inationg for pengi@n shovld be forwarded
through the Accountant General, and this rule will be adhered to in the present instance when
the time for the submisgion of his application through that authority srrives; but my object in

addressing the Government beforehand is to request that such special notice may be taken of
Soondara Moodaliyar’s past meritorious services as they deserve, aud that such favorable orders

may be passed as will ultimately ensure the grant of an increased rate of pension, as desired by
him. Soondara Moodaliyar is so well known to Government, that I need hardly say anything as to

his merits and past good services. His testimonials, herewith submitted, speak for themselves.

1 can only add that, during the past 3 years, I have always found him an active, painstaking,

hardworking, and respectable officer, and that, in a climate like that of the Neilgherries, most

trying to natives, he has never shown himself wanting in meeung those difficulties which his
out-door work entailed on him. He is now old, and his health has been much impaired by fre-
quent exposure and continued hard work, extending over a peried of no less than 12 years on
the Hills. The pension to which he will be entitled, with reference to the average salary drawn

" by him during the past 5 years, will be Rupees 103-2-0; but he requests that, in consideration
of his past services and the hardships he has undergone in the discharge of his duties, he may be
allowed to draw Rupees 112-8-0, being half of his present pay, or Rupees 9-6-0 more than can
be sanctionod nnder the existing Rules. This request, I beg strongly to recommend to the fa-
vorable notice of Government, as a special favor in Soondara Mecodaliyar’s case.

To P, GRANT, Esaq.,
Collector of Coimbatore.

Mos® HoNoRED SIR,
I beg most respectfully to submit this my humble application for pension for your honor's

most favorable consideration.
2. T entered the service of the Honorable Government on the 12th January 1836, and have

continuously served as set forth in the accompanying Statement.
8. My period of service will therefore be 30 years on the 11th January 1866, and on the
1st February following, I hope to retire on the merciful bounty of Government.
4. When I took charge of this Talug, the Beriz was only Rupees 8419-5-8 per anaum.
By my exertions, it has gone on increasing, as follows, from Fusly 1267 :
RS.
Fusly 1267...... 9,547
1268....... 10,196
1269...... 10,796
1270...... 12,794
Wit 19,599
1272, s 18,005
1273. 19,898
. T 28,027 10
5. Had it pleased my late superior to employ me in a low country Talug, I should have
been able to show a larger amount of Beriz, but he decided thus:—* I should really, in justice to
¢« Soondrum Moodelliar’s hard woik, long service, and character, have promoted him to a larger
« Taluq below (which would be of course his preference) had I any one clse who could equally
“ supply his place, His local knowledge, activity, and character, with his knowledge of English,

—
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“ make him most valuable where he is.”
6. The holdings of the Budgers had no distinctive matks. They cultivated at their plea-

sure, and it was very difficult to identify their lands. I often represented the same to the
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.
Hoozoor, and on ‘obtaining orders; measured out every land, and set boundary marks toeach .
holding a8 well as to Government land,
7. Formore than 25 ¥years, there wag 4 boundary d; d Para :
AT, 4 ¥ dispute between Macanad and Paranga-
nad V:llagezz. Party spirit ran high, and the Parties resorted to the District Moonsiff's Court,
whero the dispute was long Pending under the. orders of the Collector. 1 visited the disputed
spor.aaé an;l arranged the boundaries 10 the satisfaction of all partics v
. In 1863, Wh&n.&pplicadong from Euro W b Tills waore s
an0_gensl _on_thess 7y
uuwerous aud frequent, snd thg ill-will and clmgr;f the imum;rw?mt, 1 worked hard,
went Over these hills and dales, and inspected almogt every land in parson, The labor entailed
e .m e lm@n?e *ad haragsing, ang I thereby contracted fever and disease in the chest
and limbs, from whi¢h T suffored 80 severely that my life was despaired of. Under the Mind
reatment of Dr. Rogers, | recovered ; but ever sines, whenever | am obliged Lo work hard, I feel
bhe sympioms of the severe diseage, 4 S
% 1 amnow 60 years old, and feol weul i i i %
3 8 old, in boly and mind. Shou!d I continue to serve;
am afraid “‘.lﬁ I shall not be gble t0 do full justice to the high character my superiors have been
plenaedtp give me, and which [ value as dear as my life. ; . \
ind lﬂ, : b"g_"’ submit a copy of my testimonials, You bost koow, Honored Sir, with "}"f'_ w"
ustry, ﬂ.lld le‘hfulneas I coatinue to diwharge my humble du:ies. During the t‘ﬂflife‘:}‘m

4
of these Hills, ang notwithstandin @ severii By SR wn il b ‘b - gL
""w;"e’ once left the Hills for t:e!?ow cau::::;' :ifn::l .;;]:;;::;::‘::‘: :: Kl;ildll' i Pos; f?:
::*;:;;wif ienrs ago. M yr foxmer. Superior, Mr. B B. Thomas, was so good as to apuldﬂ' !
e etoondram Moodelist hus been now four v iIgherries, and many yedrs
; ;n p?bﬁe empl-nin. 4m not 1a the habyt ﬁi{in.:h;?::m‘:{:e;ﬁf‘:; 'Se;’ondmmml'{' 2

= 1t 18 only Justice to say thut T beligye him £+ b6 one of the most hard working, hovest, and

in the District, He has raised Limself by his own merits, and I b

, to find faalt with fig » B
Gt e these Hilis Were honored by the AOZusL presence of g"h’, Goveraor General of‘ i
o and the Go.vemurs of Madras, I haye worked 5o hurd and earefull§ as not to incur thedir?{ s
f':vor:; of luky with whom 1 came in contact. - My, G, L. Morris, now Collector of Tanjore, hus_ :
o et ;P" ;" of my services on one of these occasions in the following terms :—** During the" e
i ;:; :}0:‘ 18 1 d:l I have been Special Assistant at Ootacamund, Soundrum Moodelly has M» &1
R hn o,,;“:a cme. T have on every oceasion found ki every thing that I eoull _d.uimibﬁ 2%
®a great deal ;I':g Fofused or even said that he eould not g what [ dicected, and this is saying -
“ than 500 B 4 I8 recollected that the camp of the Governor Goneral eonsis ed d,'mdl’*
I o s N “xpected that every thing was to be'got at a Woment's notice. _i‘m:r” &

“drum Moadelly has o; : ' -
% Bivea the highest gutisfaet _ S

“ Lonly trast that i wa ¢ action to all the suiteof the Go

“ deserves.”

,8. M ' . . ‘ . »
e Goven Gy e fiowld onel tt the o bl tho e Mg of

» » honored me wity his personar notiee, and p ‘ g
pair of shawls, Lupj Harris presented me with a pair of shawls, and a gokd ring, with tbs fdf B

¥ one day be in my powser toserve kim in the wa§that he mﬂfiiﬂhm‘ ‘ A

lowing inseription :— N T e
“p 1 & ' " '_Lf“ ﬂi“':%?%

3 resenited ko M, Soondrum Moodeljar by Lord Harris, for good service rendered to His &
Lordship on the Neilghersy Hills in 1856 and 1858 ;" e SRS ] gy P
Lady Conving with 4 diamad ring, and Mre R B Thomas ol.0 wish sdiawond fiege-, SRR

13. During my tenure of office as Tahsildar of Outacamund for 12 years, ' l"'"u“"' &
ov.r'lemurtd, and I am thankful 10 say suecessfully, 1o maintain };nbjie order and peace by eon- e
eilistary measures ; and in the slection and aliorment of Jands for publicand private parposes, ¥ -

3

h_gg mqued Watters to Lhe satisfaction of al parties concerned, and have P“'."“fwl' ‘"¥ w’%ﬁftﬁ
cgsm:gg the minds of the Budgets »ud other Navive land owners on the Hills . i
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14. By the rules of the service, my pension will be Rupees 103-2-0 on the average salary
of five years ending with the 31st Janvary 1866. But as | am weak and unable to discharge my
duties as usual, I most humbly beg that your honor will be pleased to obtain me half pension on
my present rate of salary, which will be Rupees 112-8.0,

15. T humbly solicit this favor not because the pension of Rupees 103-2-0 js insufficient,
I nnd'my family will always be grateful to Government for that amount, but because the small

- Plvance ortupees v-6-0 will aud a value to the High characters my superiors have been pleased

to bestow on me, and will bea great honor to me among my countrymen, i

16. The Government which I have the honor to serve have often been pleased to reward
their servants with personal allowances, life pensions, titles, and lands, for bard and faithful ser-
vice. I most respectfully beseech ! honor to obtain me the favor I solicit, and thereby enable
me to retire from the service with or, i : 8 P At T ,
i 1 beg to remain, &e., -

' (Signed) M. SOONDRUM,

Ootacamuxp, [4th October 1865. Zaksildar.

—

Statement of service of M. Soondrum Mbodelliar, Tahsildar of Neilgherries.

) ' Situations held, M 5 Biitad of service, ﬁ?;:; ;
BS. A.[p.
Post Office Head Writer; Coimbatore... ... From 12th Jany. 1836 to 10th Oct. 1851.] 30 0
Cutwsll at Metapolliem ... .., v et s llth Oct, 1851 to 5th March 1852, 40 0
Acting Neilgherry Tahsildar ... ... +:| 5 G6th March 1852 to 10:h April 1852, 50
Cutwall at Metapoiliem .. ... . |- » 1Ith April 1852 to 23rd Jany. 1853.) 40 0
,Acling Town Police Ameen, Coimbatore. »  24th Jany, 1853 to 24th May 1853.| 40/ 0

Cutwall at Metapolliem ... ... .. .. » 25th May 1853 to 9th May 1854 40 ( (
Tahsildar Neilgherry L1 RN TER) SONER 1)1 May 1854 to 30th April 1856, 50

Do. : oot el oy st May 1856 to 31st Dee. 1860 100
Do, e el s lstJany, 1861 to 30th April 1862 150
Do, sre eee e, lst May 1862 to date. i

(Signed) M.SOONDRUM,
Ootacamusp, 14th Octoder 1865, : Tahsildar.

"

No. 6. To the Secretary to the Governmeat of ludia, Financial Department, dated Fort Saint
George, Gtk December 1865, No. 553. , o, Y g ‘ is .
T am directed by the Governor in Council to forward to. you, for the considerat oing <
Excellency the Governor General in Council, the accompanying letter and enclosures from the

Collector of Coimbatore, relative to the grant of an increased pension to M,, Sooa lara M ""if'a ; ;‘ =

_ liyar, Tahsildar of Ootacamund, T,

2. This officer has applied to be permitted to retire, afielf' 30 ye&u iet?ice,. from the tls:t"-

Februiry next, on a good service pension, and he asks, as a special bﬂﬂl}g_ ‘h&‘hi way be granted

e e S~ K T, | R

a pension of Itupees 112-8.0, being half the pay of his rank, in place of Rupees _10&._2‘9. ﬁm =
average of his salary for the past five years. oS ra e ks i LA

3. T am to state that M. Soondara Moodaliyar has, for wds of n,yem, Mg_tbe res.
ponsible post of Tahsildar of 1hs_00tacam.und’!i'§lmg;‘mpr'ising the wh'ol!!‘!’f,ﬁié “r WS \w!?’ :
Neilgherry Hills. His duties in this pngit-ion have been no less arduous than responsible,

4. Ina climate very unfavorable to a native of the plaius, this officer has had to travel in
all weathers to any part of the Hills; while the inspection and demarcation of lands, which have
of late years been so largely purchased for coffee and other plantations, have detained him for
days together on the slopes of the Holls, exposed to the dead'y fever which prevails tl?ere. His
duties have brought him constantly into contact with Luropeans, Plauters and others, in circum-
stances where tact and discretion were eminently required. In nome of the qualities necessary
for the due performance of these duties has he failed.

&
e
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" To

FinaxciaL DEPARTMENT.
: No. 553. :
Frox
A.J. ARBUTHNOT, Esq., .
Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George,

Tae SECRETARY 1o THe GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
3 Fixaxciar DzpARTMENT.
LB , it '

I am directed by the Governor in Council to forward to you, for the consideration of His
Excellency the Governor General in Council, the accompanying letter and enclosures from the
Collector of Coimbatore, relative to the grant of an increased pension to M. Scondara Mooda-
liyar, Tahsildar of Qotacamund.

2. This officer has applied to be permitted to retire, after 30 years service, from the 1st
February next, on a good service pension, and he asks, as a special boon, that he way be granted
a pension of Kupees 112-8.0, being balf the pay of his rank, in place of Rupees 103-2-0, the
average of his salary for the past five years. ;

3. I am to state that M. Soondara Moodaliyar has, for upwards of 11 years, held the res-
ponsible post of Tahsildar of the Ootacamund Talug, comprisig the whole of the plateau of the
Neilgherry Hills. His duties in this position have been no less arduous than responsible.

4. Ina climate very unfavorable to a native of the plains, this officer has had to travel in

_ all weathers to any part of the Hills; while the inspection and demarcation of lands, which have

of late years been so largely purchased for coffee and other plantations, have detained him for
days together on the slopes of the Hills, exposed to the deadly fever which prevails there. His
duties have brought him constantly into contact with Europeans, Planters and athers, in circum-
stances where tact and discretion were eminently required. - In none of the qualities neceseary

for the due performance of these duties has he failed.

5. In addition to these ordinary dulies of his position, he has had the no iess difficult task

. of ministering to the wants of the many visitors to the Hills, and in this he has been most suc-

cessful.  Hemet with the approval and notice of the late Lord Dalhousie and of Lady Canning,
on her visit to the Hills, and the testimonials which he submits shew how universal has been
the satisfaction he has given. : _

6. M. Soondara Moodaliyar has been personally known to His Excellency the Governor
and the Members of Council for several years, and they are able to bear -testimony to his high
qualifications for the post he holds, and to the worthy manner in which he has performed its
duties. .
%. The boon which he asks is small, being an increase of only Rupees 9-6-0, to the pen-
sion be has earned, and it is asked rather as a mark of distinction and approbation, than asa
pecuniary emolument, and I am to state that the Governor in Council cordially supports the
recommendation of the Collector that it may be granted. :
Forr Saint GEORGE, I have the honor to be,

6th December 1865, e Sir,,
! 3 1 qur most obpdient Servant,

»

Chief Secretary.

.’.

From the Collector of Coimbatore, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint,George;
dated Coimbatore, 21st November 1865,460; 137. : -

1 beg to forward, for the consideration and orders of Government, a letter to ny address
from M. Soondara Moodaliyar, Tahsildac¢f the Neilgherry Taluq; applying for permission to re-




-

tire from the Public Service from the Ist February 1866, the date succeeding that on which he
will complete 80 years service. "9

2. 1 am aware that under existing orders, applications for pension should be forwarded
through the Acconatant General, and this rule will be adhered 1o in the present instance when
the tﬁmf: for the submission of his application through that authority orrives; but my objectin
addressmg the Government beforehand s to request that such special notice may be taken of
Suondara Moodaliyar's past meritorious services as they deserve, and that such favorable orders
may be passed as will ultimately ensure the grant of an increased rate of pension, as desired by
h'un. St'wndura Moodaliyar is so well known to (ﬁvéﬁnmem, that I need hardly say anything as to
his merits and past good services. His testimonials, herewith submitted, speak for themselves.
1 can onl_\: add that, during the past B years, T have always {ound EeCT aclive, ptin:hkingo
har.dworkmg{ and respectable officer, and that, in a climate like that of the Neilgherries, most
trying to natives, he has never shown himself wanting in meeting those difficulties which his
out-door work entailed on him, He is now old, and his health has been much impaired by fre-
quent.exposure and continued hard work, extending over a period of no less than 12 years on
the I.hlls. The pension to which he will be entitled, with reforence to the average salary drawn
by Iflm during ‘the Past 5 years, will be Rupees 103-2-0; but he requests that, in consideration
o]flhls past services and the hardshipe he has undergone in the discharge of his duties, he may be
: owed fo draw Rupees 112-8.0, being half of his present pay, or Rupees 9-6-0 more than can

© sanctioned under the existing Rales. This request, I beg strongly to recommend to the fa-
\':irable notice of Government, as a special favor in Soondara Moodaliyar's cise.
To P. GRANT, Esq.,
2 Collector of Coimbatore.
Mosr Hoxonrep S1R,

st v e 0 st tis my bl sppieton o pension foyoue hnor
wnli-‘«;.wllljntered the service of'lhe Honorable Government on the 12th January 1836, aud have

rorc y seryed as set forth in the accompanying Statement.
& Fe.bma;‘,.I}Z;Ziﬁ,f;in;se::“ the.arefore be 30 yeare on the 1lth January 1866, and on the

™ _“'l;en oo c’ha,,, p f o}r.et,ure on the mercs.ful bounty of Uov:ammen.r.
PRl o ge of this la..luq, the Betiz was only Rupees 8419:5-8 per anaum.

. | » 1L has gone on ucreasing, as follows, from Fusly 1267 :—

RS. "A. P

Fusly 1267...... 9547 12 7

» 1268...... 10,196 13 6

w 1269 10,796 3 0

» 12000, 12594 2 6

n 127L.... 13,809 | 9

» 1272..... 18005 8 2

5 » 1278, 19,898 6 10

k¥ *:-blelctl:cil:t p]ea;sgd wy late superior to employ me in a low eountry Talug, I 'h"“m,ha"
ity Mo:daufirg’;er &mount of Beriz, but he decided thus : —* I should really, in justice 80
v h.e ter’s bard work, long service, and character, have promoted him to a larger

q Oelow (which would be of course his preference) had I any one else who eou'd equally

ir 2 } l - ! & ) :
upply bis place. Mig losw knowledge, activity, and charactor, with his knowledge of English,

“make him most valuable where he e .

6. i ir

e s 'I:};e holdings Of the Budgers had no distinctive marks. They cultivated at their plea-
= 0' T d‘“’ very f"fﬁcnlt to identify their lande. I often represented the same to the

90200r, and on obtaining orders, measured out every land, and set boundary marks to each
holding as well as to Government land. _ :
nad ;.'ll = molr)e g 25 years, t.here Wa3 a boundary dispute between Macanad and Parangs-

b ltl:gf}"'. arty pirit ran bigh, and the parties resorted to the District Moonsif's Court,
Where the dispute was long pending under the arders of the Colledior. 1 visited (he disputed
spots, and arranged the boundaries to the satisfaction of all parties, . - *

L
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2 bestow on me, and will be a great bonor fo me among my countrymen.

(&

8. In 1863, when applications from European gentlemen residing on these Hills were so
numerous and frequent, and the ill-will and clamour of the Budgers were so great, I worked hard,
went over these hills and dales, and inspected almost every land in parson. The laber entailed
upon me was immense and harassing, and I thereby contracted fever and disease in the chest
and limbs, from which I suffered so severely that my lifz was despaired of. Under the kind
treatment of Dr. Rogers, I recovered ; but ever since, whenever I am obliged to work hard, I feel
the symptoms of the severe disease.

9. I am now 60 years old, and feel weak in body and mind. Should I continue to serve, I
am afraid that I shall not be able to do full justice to the high character my s‘ti;ipriorf have been
pleased to give me, and which I value as dear as my life. i

16, - I beg to submit a cupy of my testimonials. You best kuow, Honored Sir, with what care,
industry, and faithfulness I continue to discharge my humble duties. During the earlier years
of my service here as Tahsildar, I have had to face dangers and privations peculiar to the nature
of these Hills, and notwithstanding the severities of this climate, added to my own ill health, I
have never once left the Hills for the low country since my appointment as Tahsildar of Oota-
camund 12 years ago. My former superior, Mr. E. B. Thomas, was so good as to speak of me

as follows :— Vgl
“ Soondrum Moodellisr has been now four years Tahsildar of Neilgherries, and many years

* in public employ. I am not in the habit of giving high characters, but of Soo‘ndrum Moode.l-
“ liar it is only justice to say that I believe him to be one of the most hard fvorkmg, hc.mest, and
“ painstaking of 15 Tahsildars in the District, He has raised himself by his own merits, and I
“ have never yet had occasion to find fault with him,” - |
11. When these Hills were honored by the august presence of the Governor General ‘?f

India and the Governors of Madras, I have worked so hard and carefully as not to inc.m'.thg dis-
pleasure of any with whom I came in contact. Mr. G. L. Morris, now.Co!leoLor of ‘?."anj?re, baa
favorably spoken of my services on one of these occasions in the following terms :— During the
“six months that T have been Special Assistant at Qotacamund, Soondrum Moodelly hg’s been
“ Tahsildar under me. I have on every oceasion found. him every thing that 1 eould. d.esxre,. he
“‘never once having refased or even said that he could not do what I directed, a.nd. this is saying
“ a great deal, when itis recollected that the camp of the Governor General oc:ns:su.ad of more
*‘ than 500 Bengalees, who expected that every ihing was Lo be got at o moment's notice, lSmn« S
“drum Moodelly has given the highest satisfaction to all the suit.e of the Governor Genera.: a;nd
“1T only trast that it may one day be in my power toserve him in the way that he most highly
“ ” A ¢

desle;.ve?[y labors were so graciously viewed, that the most noble the late Matqnis of Dalho.u:ie«
then Governor General of India, honored me with his personal notice, and p,reaengefi.me wit la.
pair of shawls. Lord Harris presented me with a pair of shawls, and a gold ring, with tb.e fol-

lowing inscription :—

“ Presented to M. Soondrum Moodeliar by Lord Harris, for good service rendered to His
* Lordship on the Neilgherry Hills in 1856 and 1858;" : . ;

Lady Canning with a diamond ring, and Mr. E. B. Thomas also with a diamond ring.

13. During my tenure of office as Tahsildar of Ootacamund for 12 years, I have always
endeavoured, and I am thankful to say successfully, to maintain public order an.d peace by con-
ciliatary measures ; and in the selection and allotment of lands for public and P“"»te purposeltl s
have arranged matters to the satisfaction of all parties concerned, and have. prevented any duu :
content in the minds of the Budgers and other Native land owners on the Hills. - S

14. By the rules of the service, my pension will be Rupees 103-2-0 on the average salary
of five years ending with the 31st Janvary 1866. But aslam weak and }lnabla to dagchafge my
duties as usual, I most humbly beg that your honor will be pleased to obtain me half pension on

ich wi 2-8-0. —
my present rate of salary, which will be Rupees 11 : i 3
15. I humblysolicit this favor not because the pension of Rupees 103-2-0 is insufficient.

I and my family will always be grateful to Government for that amount, t:utbec@‘imetkei{ulg
pittance of Rupees 9-6-0 will add a value to the high characters my superiors hm pleased
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