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TO
HIS EXCELLENCY SIR WILLIAM DENISON, K. C. B,
GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL,
FORT{SAINT GEORGE.

The lTuumble Petition (:/' C. RAJAGOPALA
Cuarier, the late Tahsildar of the
Talook of Mannargoody in the Dus
trict of Tanjore.
RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH,

That your Excellency’s humble Petitioner faithfully and deligently served the
Glovernment for a period of twenty-five years and eight months ; but being unable
to serve a longer period he applied for pension and retired from service. At the time
when the application for pension was made, he believed that if he could show a
service of twenty-five years from the commencement of his twenty-second year, he
would be taken to have satisfied Para 11 of the new Pension Rules. B s

Your Petitioner regrets to state and he ascribes it to his own misfortune that
the Civil Paymaster declines to accept his service before the age of twenty-three, as
service under the above-para of the new rules, According to his construction, your
unfortunate Petitioner, will for want of a few months service, have to take one-third
of his salary, which 1t need not be said is insufficient to keep his body and soul to-
oether instead of one-half as he at first believed. Your Petitioner understands
that the Civil Paymaster has solicited the ruling of your Excellency in Council on
the construction of the rule. Your Petitioner, though recognising in your Excel-
lency a benevolent guardian of the just interests of public servants, nevertheless feels
anxious to submit his arguments, 1n support of the construction he had put on the
rule. The wording of the ruleis ¢ that the period of service before the age of twenty-
two cannot be counted.” It is impossible looking at these words to say, tlmth a
cervice during the three hundred and sixty-five days of his twenty-second
fused ; if so, when may it be said he was of the age of tweny-two ?

man’s
vear ought to be re
On the first day of his twenty-third year, he commences his age of twenty-three ;
and according to the Civil Paymaster, he cannot be said to be of the age of twenty-
two till the expiration of the last day of his twenty-second year. Your Petitioner
humbly submits, that in common conversation a man during all the period of his
{wenty-second year 18 generally talked of as of the age of twenty-two. Your Ex-

cellency in Council will also be pleased to consider, that the object of the rule is to

exclude a man’s
able to contract from the first day of his twenty-second vear, and therefore

service during his minority, when he has no legal status ; but a man

ig in law
that your Petitioner is entitled to the benefit of his service during his twenty-second
vear 1s consistent with that intentic.m.

Your Excellency in Council will also consider that in as much as the Rule as
it stands, fairly admits of possibility of different constructions, it would be unjust
that vour Petitioner, innocent as he is, should be compelled to sacrifice his interest
m-qu.ircd by the faithful service of the best part of his life, for an error of which
he cannot in any sense be said to be the author. Some of the Gentlemen to whom
he referred the matter before applying for pension put the same construction on the
rule as was explained in the previous para so as to leave no doubt in the mind of
vour Petitioner. If the rule was before the expiration of the age of twenty-two,
.t,here could be no chance of two constructions, It will at all events be conceded
that the language of the rule is dubious, that it bears out the construction contended
for, and that your Petitioner has been innocent : he trusts under these ecircum-
es, that in the deliberations of your Excellency in Council, you will allow these

stanc
Your Excellency’s Petitioner therefore prays, that

facts to weigh in your mind.

he may be declared entitled to a pension of half the amouunt of his average salary
) A :

during the last five years of his service

For which, as in duty bound.
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