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MILITARY DEPARTMENT. ;@_,3.@@[
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

From the Controller of Militaiy Finance, Fort Saint George, 4th JM 1862, B; to lfl
Secretary to Government, Mn'lilary Department, Fort Saint George. : ;

. 1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt

No. 4708, of the 20th December 1861. this day of the Order of Government, noted on the

.

margin. ,
2. Asrequested in the 2nd paragraph of the Order, I have referred to the Resolution of the
Governor General in Council alluded to therein. _ E v
3. I find in it a general principle enunciated to the effect, that when Officers have arrived
at a certain age, it is unadvisable to confer on them additional personal allowances, as doing so has
a tendency to induce them, as well as others, to prolong their service after they have become
inefficient from age or infirmity ; while fully admitting the correctness of the principle, it does
not appear to me that the Resolution itsélf was intended to convey a disqualifying opinion of
Mr. Mahony’s fitness from either of the above causes ; but bad such been the intention, the pfeé.
of incapacity was negatived by the Testimonials which were at the time put on record of his
mental and physical fitness for the performance of his duties—G overnment may not be in posses-
sion of these Testimonials, and copies are therefore, herewith, forwarded for reference, if necessary.

Read the following papers : — SR e

4. Having thus disposed of the Resolution to which my attention was directed, I would,
with all deference and respect, observe that my recommendation of Mr. Mahony to fill the Office
of Compiler, was made on a full and perfect knowledge of his mental and physical fitness ; of his
qualifications, it is unnecessary for me to say a word; it would be a dereliction of duty to recom-
mend an unfit person ; while as head of the Military Finance Department, it isnot my interest to
have the heads of Offices under my immediate control filled by Officers who are unequal, from
any cause, to perform the dutiesrequired of them. It was after mature consideration that I recom-
mended Mr. Mahony, as the best qualified Officer for the situation: had I known a better, I
would not have recommended him: the duties of the Office are new and peculiar, and_for.
their correct performance, long financial training is indispensably necessary ; it was on this
account, I presume, that the Govennment of India appointed Mr. Mahony to the post, when
the Finance Department was first formed ; he continued in it until displaced by Major Drury’s
return from England : and it was a natural sequence, apart from all other considerations, that he
should revert to it; when it became vacant by Major Drury’s recent promotion.

5. Itrust the explanation now submitted, will remove the objection, which the reference to
the Resolution above referred.to, would seem to imply, and that this my reiterated recommenda-
tion may meet with the favorable consideration and support of His Excellency in Council.

6. Consequent on Lieutenant Colonel Stewart’s retirement and Major Drury’s promotion
to succeed him, I have placed Mr. Mahony in charge of the Compiler’s Department ; the arrange-
ment was unavoidable.

7. As required in the 3rd paragraph of the Order of Government under notice, I shall now
proceed to state the necessity for my requiring the aid of an Uncovenanted Assistant.

8. As Military Auditor General, my duties and responsibilities were comparatively light to
what they now are as Controller: yet, for the performance of my duties as Military Auditor
General, I had the aid of a Deputy, two Covenanted and two Uncovenanted Assistants ; as
Controller with my duties and responsibilities doubled, I have neither a Deputy, nor Covenanted,
nor Uncovenanted Assistants; by being at my desk from ten to twelve hours daily, I have
performed the duty required of me single handed ; but it is not for the interests of Government
to require this amount of work fromany one, and it was solely on this account, that I applied
for Mr. Greenfield as a Personal Assistant, to relieve me of Office routine details, as a tem-
porary measure, until the reorganization of the Establishments of the different Offices was

completed and sanctioned. = b
9. As the nature and extent of the gﬁﬁa which I have to perform would not seem to be
fully understood, I would simply remark, that they comprehend, the preparation of the annual’
Estimates ; controlling and accounting for, an expenditure of between 3 and 4 millicus sterling ;
with a large correspondence with Government, with the Finance Department, and with every

Military disbursing Department of the State, and that they are not mere routine duties, but require
constant and incessant individual care and labor.

il




| . o | % S
£t b { R ‘
;"," ! < /’ : - 1
oAk ¥ s . :‘ ¢ i i - G k R . ‘q-;‘
From the late Commissioners on Public uomdu, Rt Saint George, T4h April 1656 1 the a %w/ Zi A fe Wf// “’M%‘/‘; ‘/”7 = V CRaN e
Military Auditor General. Y S ASDGES i # o S, /g R
IBa OIS , =, » 752 . -8
We have the honor to acknowledge your letter ol' tlle ht mhnt, 1 Oul' op!mn u ! . /z»u > )f/ o2zt Az Eer? J/ / Ry,
to the efficiency of Mr. E. Mahony, Principal Accountant and ﬁwl' of yhm' , ce, me in %
communication with the Public Accounts Commission in 1858, :
: We beg to state in reply, that in the months of February and Deoanlm- in the year 1858 :
g we were engaged as Members of the late Commission of Public Accounts, in mmugsﬁ i % . ;%W//Ma%
& 1 system of Accounts and of Auditin your Office, the services of Mr. Mahony were y : s e /47)
E | placed at our disposal by you for that inquiry, and it would have been difficult to find snother !
: individual =0 competent to assist us, not only did he display a thorough familiarity wfﬂlﬂlc ; _ / //{6 / //y s €& )/ / P2 au// Lev St (,?w[%
course of business in the Office in all particulurs, with an intelligent knowledge of the reasons ! 2Ll
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of mind, totally incompatible with the idea of failing powers. : - ‘ g s
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We hereby certify, that Mr. E. Mahony is in a sound state of health—he is robust in body : Cte '/ /%’ ot A V%
and his mental powers are vigorous and ummpured <P . ; / / 22 8aedy 43 4 [ cer o Lt /%’
(S:gned) J SHAW Surgeon : it Ciire. 7 W e 7
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 Onpzr, No. 160, 14¢h January 1862. ; | X or
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Under the circumstances now stated by the Controller, the Governor in Council sanctions \ . . / : , :
the appointment of Mr. Mahony as Compiler, with effect from the 2ud January 1862, subject to A / A // jﬂ,‘) f,,w// P /{n /}uﬂ 2 / -
the confitm: tion of the Government of Fndin; anq dircets that the same be notified in G. O, ot

2. His Excellency in Council sees no objection to the employment of Mr. Greeufield in
any way Colonel McGoun may see fit. It is understood that Mr. Greenfield’s appointment, as
Personal Assistant to the Controller, will not involye any additional expense. 77
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It is requested that any jfurther communi- 5

cation on this subject may be addressed to
The Under Secretary of State for India, :
India Ofiice, } |

London. India Q{ﬁbe, S.W.
S.W ' :
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