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FURTHER PAPERS.
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No. , Department.

Date.

Offica of tha Board of Ravanue
/Tand Ravenue/

Madras,datad 29th June 1899,

Read Certificate and Réport of the Accountant-General,-
from the Collr,of S,Cangra
No,A.D. J—149 datad l5th ‘June 1899,0on app%!catrﬁﬁxfor an invalid --

_Ppension on pahalf of C.S. M. Abreo,lats Head Accountant and Treasurar

Uppinanguni Taluk off ica.
Read also sndorsemant of the same officer,Pen,V.No.157,
dated 22nd June 1899,on latter from A.P.Pinhey Esq.,Ag.Collector -

of South Canara,Dis.No,97.R.-Accts./99,datad 16th June 1899,

—————— —————— ———— o S -

—— 3 g " g (. T T " S’ T - o -

The Board submits for tha orders of Government an appﬂk.
cation from tﬂe collactor of South Canara for an invalid pansion,
amounting to Rs,.B33-14-3,on bahalf of C.S.M.Abreo,late Haad Account-
ant and Treasurer,Uppinangadi Téluk office. |

2. Thas Accountant-Genaral in para 2 of hts'raport on the

Collector’s application rafars for xkm orders tha quastion whetﬂhf

any raduction shouid be made in the amount of pansion to bae grant-
ad tO the applicant,with rafarence to his past character arnd con--
duct which arsa described by the Collactor as "indtfferent" and —--
with refarance to Board’s Procaedings No,954 lMis.datad 12th March
1897 reducing the applicant from the post of Head Clerk in tha ---
Head Assistaﬁt Collector’s office on Rs.70 per mensem to that of -
Head Accountant and Treasurer,Uppinangadi Taluk office on Rs,50. |
S The»applicapt wasdgéinally raduced by the Collactor
10 a clark’s post im the Hazur offica on Rs,25 for his conduct id
obtaining 1oans for himsself or some of his ralatives,but on»appeal
the Board consldered it sufficiant to diract his raduction to a --
post on Rs .50 and he was accordingly appointed to the Taluk Hagd -
Accuuntant’s post referrad toj;butv he did not joint¢his appointmant
ard has baen on leava without allowzncas and on madical cartificatse
up to tha data of his revirament,viz.the 2md Jamuary 1899,The —---
B’er’s Procaadings on the applicant’s case form an enclosure tq -

the pension applicatvion and the following aextract tharefrom will

show
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Extracts of entries of remarks recorded in the Service Book and copies of
Testimonials of . 8. 2. Abreo.

° :

C. Abreo has acted in my office as volunteer, since January 1860 up to March 1861. 1 have found
‘him a very active, energetic man and am sorry 1 was vnable to promote him as there was no vacancy at
that time. He possesses an excellent knowledge of English and has passed both his examinations in the
Uncovenanted Service. 1 strongly recommend his being employed in the capacity of either Police or Revenue
Moonshee, should any opportunity occur. \

O 950 March 1862. (Signed) D, Williams,

Head Assistant Collector.

This man attracted my notice, when he was Goomasta in the Cassergode Taluk, and I promoted him
to an appo'intment in my Office. He is willing and intelligent with- very fair abilities. I have a high opinion
of his character. With a little more experience and teaching he will become a very useful Public Servant.
He has given me great satisfaction.

Mangalore,
Ist Jan. 1866. . -

(Signed) A. McC. Webster, -
Head Assistant Collector.

C. S. M. Abreo has been in this office for about 3 years discharging the duties of English, Magisterial,
and Head Clerk at different periods. During the time that I have been in charge about 14 year 1 have had
every reason to be satisfied with his conduct. He has a fair knowledge of English and is intelligent
and hard working. 4

Kundapur, 3rd October 1866. (Signed) Henry Sewell, x

; Ag. Head Assistant Collector.

; - } ! i
A very active, intelligent young man, who promises to turn out a valuable public servant. He knows
his work well and is zealous. . P . N e

" (Signed) . S. Whiteside,
Ayg. Collector.

Mangalore, 22nd May 1867. e

.

Lately promoted by me from the Head Assistant Office, is young for his position, but promising and
painstaking. ; ¢ g
Ootacamund, 7th Juue 1567 . (Signed) W. M. Cadell,

Collector.

S . Y -

e 8

Has acted as Magiste;ial Munshee during the time I have been in the District and has disché'rg;e:& i

his duties most satisfactorily. He is very intelligent and also painstaking and laborious. Has a good
knowledge of English. - ‘
11th February 1569. (Signed) . A. C. Boswell,

' A g Ay. Collector.

LY ™

Abreo has acted as my Magisterial Clerk and has given me satisfaction. Ile has also served as Clerk
under the Assistant Collector, who'I belicve has been well satisfied with him. I have a good opinion of his
honesty and have never heard a word against him since I have been in the District either now as Acting
Collector or formerly,when Head Assistant Collector. He is very hardworking and is a very useful Clerk.

Mangalore, 2nd March 1872. " (Signed) A. McC. Webster,
! Acting Collector.

. e 1 " »
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Has not been much under me in this office, but I have had to do with him when temporarily in ch:£7 % 4
of the Collector’s and of the Assistant Collector’s offices, and have been very much pleased with the busines-

like way, in which he got through the heavy work. pe.

Mangalore, 20th August 1872. (Signed) oJ. Sturrock,
. Head Assistant Collector.

A very hard working and good man. 1 would certainly have promoted him to a Sub-Magistrate-
ship had he passed the necessary examinations. I hope he will pass soon, but he has so much to do that
he has little time to prepare.

5th December 1876. (Signed) A4, MeC. Webster, )
Collector.

I have sometimes found fault with Abreo, for what I considered hastiness and want of judgment,
but he is a capital workman and deserves much credit for the way in which he managed the Bantwal Dy,
Tahsildarship.

A0 6y 8Y (Signed) . Sturrock,
Collector,

I have known him as Dy. Tahr. and my Head Clerk. In the first named capacity he worked very
hard and satisfactorily. In the second he is all that could be desired,

Kundapur, 29, 4. 91. o (Signed) D, Cowie,
: Ag. Head Assistant Collector.

(True Copies.)

Extract of entries of remarks recorded in the Service Book and
copies of Testimonials of C. S. 2. Abreo.

I have known him as Deputy Tabsildar and my Head Clerk, In the first named capacity he
worked very hard and satisfactorily. 4n the second he js all that could be desired,
2

‘ (Signed). D, Cowie,
Kundapur, 29. 4. 91, Ag. Head Assistant Collector.

—_————

Endorsement of Mr. A. M. Slight, Ag. Head Assistant Collector, on Hoozoor Petition No. 3001 of
U 92
Mr. C. S. M. Abreo, Head Clerk of his office, dated 21st July 1892, applying for a post of Stationary
Sub-Magistrate.
No. 727.

Forwarded. 1t is not for me to offer any comment on the decision of the Government with regard
to the applicant. I can only say that he is an excellent Head Clerk in my office.

- As the only fault of which the Government have found him guilty is neglect of accounts, it seems
to me that his trustworthiness as a Magistrate is in no way impeached, and that his eligibility for a purely

Magisterial post is not affected, especially as he has not been deprived of his Magisterial powers.

Kundapur, July 25th, 1892. (Signed) A, M. Stight,
3 Ag. Head Assistant Collector.

Endorsement of Mr, A. M. Slight, Acting Head Assistant Collector, on Mr. Abreo’s Petition,
applying for the post of English Head Clerk in the Collector’s Office, S. Canara. 204 12. 94.

Endorsement.

Forwarded to the Collector of South Canara, Mr. Abreo has always given me entire
satisfaction as Head Clerk, having a thorough knowledge of his work and keeping all the office work in
good order. g

(Signed) A, M, Stight,
Mangalore, 2. 1. 95. Ag. Head Assistant Collector.

Endorsement of Mr. A. M. Slight, Acting Head Assistant Collector of South Canara, on Mr. Abreo’s
Petition of 11. 4. g5, applying for the post of Supervisor in the Land Reveuue Settlement Department.

Endorsement on C. No. 1139 of 1895.
Rev,
Forwarded to the Collector of South Canara. I always found Mr. Abreo an excellent
Head Clerk in my office. He was thoroughly acquainted with all branches of the work of the office, and
he kept the whole office in good working order and the work well up to date. ,
(Signed) A. M. Stight,
Kundapur, 16th April 1895, A Ayg. Head Assistant Collector.

Remarks recorded in the Service Book of My, Abreo by Mr. A, M. Slight, the Head Assistant Collector.

I always found Mr. Abreo an excellent Head Clerk, thoroughly acquainted himself with all the work
of the office; he kept the whole work of the office in good order and well up to date. His only fault was
that he was rather impulsive and would answer quéstion or offer information without sufficient consideration,
when in a hurry, But to any one acquainted with his ways, this would vefy seldom cause any mistakes.
He was very diligent and good at putting together information and drafting reports. He has been on

leave some time, but returns soon.
(Signed) A. M. Stight,

Kindapur, 18. 4. 95. Ag. Head Assistant Collector,



Certificate granted by Myr. A. M. Slight, when leaving the District as Sub-Collector,

Mr. Abreo, who has served as Head Clerk under me for over 3, years, asks me 1o record my opinion
of his fitness for the post of Deputy Tahsildar or Magistrate, g

He served formerly as Deputy Tahsildar for about eleven years, and appears to have given satisfaction
generally. Some charges of improper transactions in land and irregularities in accounts were t}
against bim. In the final orders on these Government held that no dishonesty was proyed but tha
of the bad state of his accounts Mr. Abreo should be transferred to another post op ec
independent charge. He was therefore put into his present post.  Since then the Pay of Dy, Tahsildars
has been raised, so that he now loses considerably by the transfer.

1en brought

I have already recorded how well Pleased I have been with his work under me, Judging from jt alon@
I should say he was well qualified to be Deputy Tahsildar or Magistrate. 1In the latter office there would be
little in the way of account work. But I may add that al! the registers and accounts of my office haye
been kept in very good order under Mr. Abreo’s charge, and I have not Seen any thing to show that he

would not keep another office under his own charge in equally good order.,

Mangalore, 26. 4 95. (Signed) 4, M, Stight,

Aeting Head Assistant Collector,

Yes; in ability he is far above most of the Sub-Magistrates. Although his English Pronunciation
1s not good, nor does he understand spoken English as readily as one would expect. He can draft letters
really well. Gets through his work fast and well. I have been quite satisfied with him,

(Signed) M, E. Couchman,
: 7. 9. 95,
Excelient Head Clerk. Deals with almost all the important Revenne work of the o

; ffice, witl ic
he is thoroughly conversant, M

Works hard, and diligently and keeps himself aboye arrears,
word to speak against his behaviour, which is a|| it should be. He has, in fine g

I shall be very glad to hear of his advancement,
17. 9. 96.

I have not a4
iven me entire satisfaction,

(Signed)  Syea Mustafa,
Dy. Collectoy Magistrate
(True Copies). Y and Magistrate.
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The Honourable the Land Revenue Commissioners,

Board of Revenue,

MADRAS.

Humble Appeal Petition of €. §. M. Abreo,
late Head Clerk, Head Assistant Collector’s Office,
Coendapoor, South Canara District.

Mangalore, dated 23rd January 1897,

Most Respectfully Sheweth,

‘ That Petitioner humbly begs leave to appeal from the
accompanying Proceedings of the Collector of South Canara, dated 12th December 1896, by which
Petitioner, who was permanent ,Head Clerk of the Head Assistant Collector’s Office on Rs. 70, has
been “appointed Clerk on Rs. 25 in the Collector’s Office”, and to submit the following circumstances
for the kind and favourable consideration of the Honourable Board.

2. That before coming to the merits of Petitioner’s case, Petitioner considers it necessary
humbly to represent that he is servant of 36 years’ standing in the Department and that he has

< only 21 years more to serve to entitle him to reusion, Petitioner's age now heing 521 years. A
X X g I

kind reference to the enclosed copies of testimouials will show how well Petitioner has been spoken
of by the many Collectors, Head Assistant and Assistant Oollectors under whom Petitioner
had the honour of serving; he begs to add that he was the happy recipient of a gift from a popular
Collector of this District, Mr. A. McC, Webster, who kindly presented Petitioner a gold watch with
an inscription thereon and a photo, which Petitioner has preserved out of regard which Petitioner
entertains towards the donor. It is hardly necessary for Petitioner to point out that any
degradation or other punishment inflicted on Petitioner on the eve of his retirement on a well-earned
pension and this at his advanced age must necessarily prey on his mind and body and would
seriously affect his large family consisting of a wife and twelve children, most of whom are but
minors. Petitioner therefore most earnestly appeals to Your Honourable Board that amidst the
onerous and multifarious duties Your Honourable Board may be pleased to bestow the most
y earnest and favourable consideration on this humble appeal. Petitioner
G. 0. 424 published at  begs to bring fo Your Honourable Board’s notice that notwithstanding
i Poi‘;jgwm Giren. the facts stated above and in G. O. No. 424, P, D., dated 20th June
tar, 200h July 1896.. 1892, and G. O. No. 6, dated 9th January 1896, which say that
Inthe case of Non-gazetted  the pules may be relaxed in the case of non-gazetted officers, the
Officers tho prohibitions from Collector has not dealt Petitioner's case as he ought to have done,
taking loans from persons 3 A
subject to their authority or L he copy of the Head Assistant Collector’s repord as to the second charge
influence applies, as in the has mnot been furnished to Petitioner, though he applied for it, while
R e U R e st Trom The Head Assistant Collector’s report on the first
with this difference that the ! b 3
prohibition is absolute in the CNArge has been given to Petitioner. The copy of the telegram sent
latter case, while in the by the Head Assistant Collector to the Collector requesting sanction
former it may be relaxed in  for Potitioner’s suspension has been refused to Petitioner, though he
R Ry ey applied for it. Petitioner is at a loss to understand why these copies
should have been withheld from Petitioner notwithstanding the repeated
: orders of the Honourable Board and Government (G, Q., 7t
November 1890, No. 6893) to the contrary. If Your Honourable Board sends for the

diseretion of the Head -of
Office. .
said telegram, *dated 17th November last, the reason for withholding « copy of it will be

s
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Petitioner begs also that t
Collector should have exercised his discretion by giving Petitioner a fair opportunity |
adducing evidence on his behalf, as prayed for in his explanatiofl to the Collector.

evident; because it is couched in a very misleading wording.

3. That before narrating the facts on which the said change in the status of Petitioner has
been effected by the Proceedings under appeal it may be necessary to point ou# from the said
Proceedings themselves what the Collector himself thinks of Petitioner’s case and how his concluding

order, quoted above, is opposed to such view, for the Collector says “there is no post in the Collector’s

Office or in the District without serious responsibility or not requiring knowledge of accounts or on
nearly equal pay to which it seems possible to reduce Mr. Abreo, but a post on Rs. 25 happens to have

Jjust become vacant with « prospect of promotion to Rs. 45 in April 1898 on the retirement of

M. R. Ry. O. Annappaya; My. Abreo is therefore appointed Clerk on Rs. 25 in the Collector’s Office.”
But Petitioner learns that only a sub-pro tem. appointment has been made.

4. That from the Collector’s view, just quoted, it is clear that all that the Collector wants 1s
that Petitioner should not hold a post of responsibility (like the one mentioned in Article 26 of the
Rules regulating the personal conduct of Government Servants) or one requiring a knowledge of accounts
(probably relying on an erroneous construction of G. O., dated 23rd October 1890, No. 6440,
relating to Petitioner, communicated in Board’s Proceedings, No. 7008, Mis., dated 3rd November 1890,
which will be adverted to later om); but has apparently no objection whatever to Petitioner’s
holding a post of nearly equal pay, provided it neither carries respousibility nor requires a
knowledge of accounts. And if the Collector now appoints Petitioner on a salary of Rs. 25 only, it
is not because the ends of justice require that Petitioner should suffer any such reduction in his
pay, but because the Collector finds no post on mnearly equal pay available just now to confer on
Petitioner. And even while so appointing Petitioner on Rs. 25 the «Collector expressly contemplates
his promotion to Rs. 45, but on the retirement of some other man in April 1898, a retirement which
however may not take place for a few years more, the incumbent thereof having the option to
continue in the service till he attains the age of 60, if strong and fit, by which time Petitioner, who
has already 36 years’ service and is aged 52} years may himself retire and thus fail to reap the
advantages of the promotion so kindly held in store for him.

5. That if the Collector’s objection is that Petitioner should not hold any of the posts
mentioned in Article 26 of the Rules regulating the personal conduct of Government Servants, the
Uollector could have appointed Petitioner as his own Vernacular Head Clerk and thus retained
Petitioner directly under him, the present incumbent being only sub-pro tem. or he could have given
Petitioner the post of Translator in his office, the present incumbent of which is also sub-pro tem.
(by appointing ecither of these in Petitioner’s place of Head Clerk), and neither of the said two
posts comes under the said Article 26 of the said Rules. And if Petitioner has not deserved the
very low degradation to which he has been so disgracefully subjected, it is unjust and extremely hard
to direct that, because there is only a post of Rs. 25 now vacant, Petitioner should fit himself into it.

6. That as regards Petitioner’s ineﬁiciency to do account work, it does not appear any
where to have been so laid down. The G. O., dated 23rd October 1890, referred to above, on which
perhaps the Collector relies, does not say that Petitioner is considered inefficient to be an Accountant.
On the other hand, the Government in the said G. O. distinctly admitted the force of Petitioner’s
contentions that the confusion in the accounts of his office of Deputy Tahsildar of Bantval, which
he then held, existed when he took charge, and that his Magisterial and other work was so heavy
that he had not sufficient time to set the accounts right. All that the Government there ordered is
that Petitioner was “unfit to be in independent 'charge” withont reference to his efficiency or
inefficiency as an accountant. Petitioner begs to add that a thorough knowledge of accounts is as
neecssary for the post of Head Clerk of the Head Assistant Collector’s Office, which he held for the
last 6 years after the date of the said G. O., as it is for other posts of equal or higher pay, and
Petitioner has never been found wanting in the discharge of his duties as an accountant.

7. That Petitioner begs now to proceed to answer the charges, which the Collector has unfortu-
nately for Petitioner relied on in passing the said Proceedings under appeal. These charges are two.
(i.) That Petitioner arranged for a loan of Rs. 200 from one Surappa Shetti, Potail of Basrur, for
Petitioner’s son J. B. Abreo at the end of 1893, and obtained the money for him in January 1894,
and (ii.) that Petitioner cither borrowed Rs. 1,000 or arranged for obtaining Rs. 1,000 as a loan for
his wife from Haji Kasim Sahib (now dead), a merchant of Udipi, in May 1893,
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8. That before entering into these charges Petitioner begs strongly to represent that his
financial condition is not such as to warrant any suspicions against him in the matter of these
loz'ms, his wife’s property aloue cmounting to more than Rs. 10,000, free from all encumbrances,
while with regard to his own property inherited by Petitioner and to be inherited by his sons, though
he has some dgbts, bis property yield'mg an annual income of about Rs. 1,200 a year, would yet
leave a large balance in their favour; and under these circumstances it is not fair to assume that
the loans in question were not Jawfully contracted.

9. That Petitioner begs to submit that Petitioner is a member of one of the wealthiest and
most L'esliccéable among the Roman Catholic Native Christian community of South Canara, his family
concerns are large, and his wife and son J. B. Abreo, who have been both looking after the
management at Mangalore since his appointment as Head Clerk of the Head Assistant Collector’s
Office at Coondapoor, had now and then to obtain debts from money-lenders at Mangalore or
elsewhere for the carrying of the said concerns.

10. That the question therefore is not merely whether the said debts were or were not
contracted, but whether Petitioner had any direct share in the contracting of those debts and
whether the transactions were not bond fide on the part of Petitioner’s wife and son.

11. That the history of the loan forming the first charge is as follows :—Petitioner’s son, the
said J. B. Abreo, who had come to Coondapoor in December 1893, appears to have asked Sheshagiri,
the 3rd Clerk of the Head Assistant Collector’s-Office, who was frequently coming to Petitioner’s
house at Coondapoor, whethér he could get him a loan of Rs. 500 on a pro. note, and Sheshagiri
appears to have promised him that he could secure one from Surappa Shetti, the Potail of the Basrur
village, whom he declared to be his personal friend, and as the said J. B. Abreo was to leave for
Mangalore shortly, it was arranged between them that Sheshagiri should send the money to
Mangalore, whence J. B. Abreo was to post his pro. note. Ou the 21st December the said J. B.
Abreo wrote from Mangalore to Sheshagiri at Coondapoor to get Rs. 500, for which he duly enclosed
in his letter a pro. note for the said amount in favour of the said Surappa Shetti, from whom
Sheshagiri had promised ‘to obtain the amount. It is very unfortunate that Sheshagiri’s reply to
this letter has not been preserved by the said J. B. Abreo and canuot consequently be availed of
now; but from J. B. Abreo’s subsequent letter, dated 26th December 1893, written apparently in
answer to Sheshagiri’s said reply of the 94th December, it is sufficiently clear that in the said
reply Sheshagiri must have stated that he could get only Rs. 200 and not so much as Rs. 500, the
amount of the pro. note already sent by the said J. B. Abreo with his letter, dated 21st December, and
hence that in his letter of the 26th the said J. B. Abreo asks Sheshagiri to bring with him to Mangalore
those Rs. 200 at least, if it was not convenient to procure the full amount. Sheshagiri came to
Mangalore with the said Rs. 200 on the 1st of January 1894 and sent it with a messenger to the
said J. B. Abreo, living of course with Petitiouer in the same house, and with this messenger
At the time the said
messenger brought the Rs. 200 for the said J. B. Abreo and the plantains for Petitioner, the said
J. B. Abreo happened to be absent from home, and the messenger asked for an immediate

Sheshagiri also sent for Petitioner some plantains as New Year’s present.

acknowledgment which could have been given by any inmate of the house, but the unsuspecting
Potitioner undertook to receive the money for bis son, and handed over to the messenger an
acknowledgment in these words: «Received Rs. 200 only”. In this note Petitioner duly thanked
Sheshagiri for his New Year’s present of plantains intended for himself and wished him the usual
greetings for the year as follows: «Many thauks for the plantains. I wish you a happy New Year.”

12. That the above is a true and correct account of the loan from Surappa Shetti. The
fact is that Petitioner had nothing to do with the said loan. It was a transaction between
Petitioner’s son, the said J. B. Abreo, and Sheshagiri on the one hand, and Sheshagiri and Surappa
Shetti on the other. It may be that Sheshagiri in arranging for the loan for the said J. B. Abreo
thought he was obliging Petitioner rather than his son, and it may also he that but for Sheshagiri’s
frequently coming to Petitioner, his son would not have known Sheshagiri or asked him to negotiate.
a loan for him. Anyhow Petitioner never asked Sheshagiri to get a loan for his son nor did he
ask Surappa Shetti to lend to him. Nor did Petitioner’s son ask Surappa Shetti, whom he does not

know and whom fe may have pever seen; in fact, he does not know his name correctly, he calls

him Suranna Shetti in his letter; his request to Sheshagiri was to get him a loan of Rs. 500
from anybody from whom Sheshagiri could get it, and Surappa Shetti’s name appears to have
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been mentioned by Sheshagiri himself y¢ being the

and in \Vhose favoul‘ th(} Pro. note Wi \4
s as tf) o Yatiti I
be (\xecut.(_(]. [etlthllel‘ was not aware of thc S"lid IOZH‘I

till after his son told him about it oy receipt of the sajd Rs. 200 on 1st January 1894

13. That the saj : ) : §
1€ said loan to pe not barpeg by time, was. to be discharged before the expiry of

]t_}ln-ee]%'eu;s .from the date of the Pro. note, 4, ¢, before the 215t December 189
k,:]r:::j:gaﬂ:ﬁn:e{lm tl;]r::nijil}:]a’cz beetulfna,r:e for the d‘ue discharge withip the time, Byt Sheshagiri,
o éoﬁc;;e.n 1ad been mage for such discharge ang thinking that the Head
T g w.jth i vlidn wtf)u‘l'd' be .pleu.sed if he told Some tales againgt Petitioner,
A )OSSibI, ¥yl e\\‘r Ol rising i, pis good graces ang probably alsy of displacing
Iy ¢ (the Second Cjepk then op leave, being not qualified for the Head Clerkship’

and Sheshagiri was a3 y ; 3

i fy l‘eqzbes:;li]:; :;t::g as ;“d '(Jlepk), .to brmg this matter of Surappa Shetti’s loan to his

Ty oo i Ijza .“u'ettl .to write o h:gn & registered ]etgep asking for repayment

intended for Petitioner whil o L%w lctt.er 't was made to appear that the loan was
» Wiile, as a matter of fact, it haq been given to his son who executed the

‘Pro. note. Sheshagiri’ 5 - .

:lmd hence She:hagir; s;‘ ““Ifsedents e W para. 24 infra were not known tq Mr, Couchman
: 'g should haye thought of Paving his way for promotio duri . i ,

Head Assistant Collector wag in the dark about hig it rE e dime the

: : antecedents, A d w o sha e

this 1 e A0 nd what verifies ) act is
118 registered letter, dated 14t} Novembey 1896, addresseq to Sheshagir by nam u's g hdth{?t
¢ 1s opened by

Mr. Couchman, re istered recej i ;M )

Mr. Couchman on fGth Novembet:zl')tlSzg,ue:]hel:'ibylui:fri(::;sim;z;t ‘;"?{ - e b

plan Succeeded; the saig registered letter, dateq 14th l‘?ovomb:' ISM?S.

‘was duly posted, it fell jytq the hands of Mr. Couchman on 16th it A

day (holiday Tl.llashi Puja) lLe commenced |ig enquiry.  Surappa, Shetti i

Was  cross-examined by Sheshagir;, Sheshagiri was then exa‘xflipned ]:n: ];‘eas“::“:l:;led uUd_ h:;
& /é Ss-examine

by Surappa Shetti, and they all on g sudden, late iy the ‘e

from his house Joue evening, Petitioner was yopy .

: : : 'to Mr. (/o.uchman’s bungalow, pe was shown the deposit‘ion f 8 ; acn‘t tof'

and  Sheshagiri befope his own deposition s taken, so ¢} o O Surappa Shetti
o 3 o .

9 ; at when P, S,
was such g ) : etitioner sqyy
01: o deep Iaxld' plot he did not know what to say, and in hig confuasion which is ¢} thug t.hefe
§ A v oy & ) arac y
loner, as his superiors well know, he made g mis-statement that Petitiop “ll%tel'l;i“;
er also aske

?urappa to lend the amount, while, a5 g Matter of fact, Petitioner hqq

Surappa  Shetti’s statement jtself shows.  Thig LITor was subsequent] '“f' s o ?0" =
beff)re the Collector., In all respects, Petitioner was straight-forwayq yl (‘l('“"'CCth & P"““Of‘“r
s'erxous could happen to him under the circumstances, But the Hea:i j\e'f"“’g b o
C?nchman, after taking down Petitioner’s deposition,‘unauthorisedl s i i e M
wired to the Collector gt Mangalore, intimating to him the said sus yens';&pende
recei.ving money (a very misleading wording) and asking for g sub[;titu:: iw e
1'1em-mg of the Qollector’s acceding to his request, the next day the Head Assi £
formal Proceedings, bearing date 18¢1, N ovember 1896, suspending Petitione :,l'll
the 20th November wrote to the Collector hig letter, Ref, on C. C. No. |, :e(:omfu

and, as Sheshagiri

Aonyhow Sheshagiri’s
Iressed o Sheshagiri
Novembey 1896, the very next

dismissal from the service. 1In fuct Petitioner regrets to state tl'nr;;wtéhe

¢ase was hasty and irregular. Whole proceduge n the

14. That subsequently the Head Assistant Collector appears to haye written t,
& second letter, II Ref. on C. C. No. 1, dated 28], Novembe, 1896, in which

Tour

Petitioner another loan of Rs, 1,000 borrowed by his wife from oue Kasim Syhi], of Udipi

duly discharged by her long before the commencement of these Proceedings by the Head Alp’l B
Collector (Petitioner applied for a copy of the said letter, but the Collector declineq t:) ms::s;a:nt
a copy). It is questionable whether the Head Assistant Collector was Justified in referriiv to ul.:':
loan which no longer existed, and it is therefore clear that in thus exposing a satisfied l(:iubt th«;»
Head Assistant Collector acted with prejudice againgt Petitioner oy account of the machinations
of Sheshagiri, :

15. That before the Collector, who finally heard these charges, Petitioner avowed with
reference to the said second lo.un of Rs. 1,000 to his wife, that Petitioner had attested the pro. note
executed by her to Kasim Sahib of Udipi. Here also there was nothing to compel Petitioner to
state this, the transaction having been closed long ago ang the pro. note returned to his wife, which

person from whom Je hoped to get money o

al

ot

@ ¥as therefore in her possession, and neither the Collector noy the Head Assistant Collector knew

or could have known as to whether Petitioner had attested it or not,

16,  That it may be naturally questioned why then Petitioner admitted with reference to the
second loan his attestation to the wife’s note which he was not bound to state nor was there any proof
of it nor coulll proof be got. The auswer is because it was a fact and an'innocent act and
Petitioner’s act was bond Jide throughout. The loan had been all arranged for her by their son-in-
law, an influential First Grade Pleader at Mangalore, whose constituent and friend the said Kasim
Sahib was, and to oblige whom and whom alone did he give that loan, And if Petitioner attested
as because the executant being a female, Kasim Sahib wanted the attestation of a

the pro. note, it w
present at the time, he, instead of asking a stranger to do this

amale, and Petitioner being himself
attestation, did it himself.
executed in M,

17. That with regard to the first loan, its real nature and intent can be inferred from the
depositions of Surappa Shetti and Sheshagiri before the Heid Assistant Collector and from the
documents filed before him. Surappa Shetti’s evidence shows that he paid the money on account of
Sheshagiri, that but for Sheshagiri he would not have paid it, that he paid it in his own house, into
Sheshagiri’s hands, that he relied on Sheshagiri for its repayment, that he did not care whether the note
was executed by Petitioner qr by his son (for it was to oblige neither of these that he paid the
money), that although Sheshagiri told him he had the note as security, he did not care to receive it
from Sheshagiri, that Le allowed it all the while to he with Sheshagiri, that even when he wanted the
money back, he wrote his registered letter demanding payment, to Sheshagiri and not either to
Petitioner or his son, all which go to establish that Surappa Shetti looked to Sheshagiri and Sheshagiri
alone for the discharge of the loan, It further appears from Surappa Shetti’s evidence that he
looked upon his transaction with Sheshagiri as one of pure trust caring neither to enter the loan in
his accounts nor to seek the custody of the note. Sheshagiri’s evidence simply confirms this and shows
that as between him and Surappa Shetti neither of them thought it fiecessary to enter into any of
the legal formalities incidental to a money transaction, except the final registered letter, which
however, is admitted by Sheshagiri to have heen written at his own motion and whose real object was
quite different from the avowed one. But as hetween Sheshagiri and Petitioner's son J. B. Abreo, who
executed the note and got the money, the documents show that Sheshagiri never reposed any confidence
in J. B. Abreo, he took from him a note for Rs. 500, but advanced only Rs, 200, the amount
actually paid, and that when at last he solicited Surappa Shetti to write a letter he never scrupled
to ask him to demand 12 per cent. interest, though in the note the interest was clearly put down
as 6 per cent. according to the arrangement with Sheshagiri. It is impossible to assume under
these circumstances that this transaction was the result of any official influence or authority of

Petitioner over Surappa, Shetti.

18. That from the evidence of Surappa Shetti and Sheshagiri ‘it is further plain that
Petitioner never spoke to Surappa Shetti about the loan, The only record which is relied on as
implicating Petitioner in the transaction is Exhibit 1), an acknowledgment by Petitioner, which
runs as follows: “Received Rs. 200 only.  Many thanks for the plantains. I wish you a4 happy
New Year.” In'the note there is an acknowledgment of two things, namely, the rupees and the
plantains, the former intended for Petitioner’s ‘son (but for whose absence Petitioner had to
acknowledge the receipt) and the latter for Petitioner himself, and this is the reason why Petitioner
expresses “many thanks” for the plantains being sent to himself, whereas the acknowledgment
of the rupees, not being to himself but to his son, is not accompanied by any such thanks. This
difference in giving thanks for one and no thanks for the other renders it plain that Petitioner
had no reasons to offer any thanks for the rupees, because he was in no way obliged. Secondly,
this acknowledgment must be read in the light of the other exhibits B, L, C, which are all from
Petitioner’s son. If Petitioner was not withheld by any fears from writing the acknowledgment
D on his own behalf, why should Petitioner not have executed E himself op why should he have
asked his son to write for him the letters B and €'? These oxhibits must all be taken together
and then it will be clear that the whole transaction disclosed by. them was Petitioner’s son’s
and not Petitioner’s. The only unfortunate thing is that Petitioner’s son, the said J. B, Abreo,
was careless enough to lose Sheshagiri’s letter, dated 24th December 1898, which was a reply

»
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26th December 1893, was a reply.

could have been addressed to Petitioner oo
to Petitioner and not to Petitioner’s son who wrote B and C.

executed the said note K and wrote to him letter B with it and afterwards (2

or other for motives explained already.
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was to be brought to bear upon Surappa Shetti.

on Surappa Shetti and never that of Petitioner
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20. That with regard to the Collector’s remark about Petiti
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it from Surappa Sh eyt e llil‘sl?Pw lfat‘her a’tt Mangalore or elsewhere, but if Sheshagiri ch;s; “;U““g
ek oy e u etitioner’s son have helped for it inasmuch as 1| : .
s taken so long as he gave proper security for it ? ‘ oA i

21. That the same may be said of Kasim Sahib’s lo: i

i i : oan. Here Kasim  Sahi i
:j elithltalj.s(f:::nc]:&s I:Z;st(;il:::dbethe .lltf)anf, happened .also to be within Petitioner’s ;??ils}.)i’onwnhBW:l o'm
vl e i el .gm y oT' thes'e accidents over which he had no control ? if ho: m-
S e I;l:l;m that in spfte of his innocence he would in any way be counee-‘tm:l
ks thmugll whomlsi;ve 1aveBasked his wife 'a.nd son to take care not to raise any loan: ei,
s Geanbugbe it .r.ﬂ ut: the ‘loa.n§ being honestly contracted without any interventiml
T A l:n fu?nce'(oi which he can have none), it is not fair to connec;
el dsom % s, by Ltssumxng on the strength of what are mere accidents th

i loner's, in uence had been used.  Neither does Surappa Shetti nor did Kasim Sahib hi ey
believe that it was on account of Petitioner’s influence that the loans were given( e

22, That the next question is whether Arti 23 of i

conduct of Government Servants is applicable to therlt)lt";l:cnigca:: at;finiull’zsti’:' egul'a tmf thc' pcrso_"“l
atlxpax'crlt]y makes a distinction between the lending of money aud the b "0‘"‘“.' sl s
;Joveirnment Servant. It is distinetly laid down that in the former case the p:cl)llx?l‘)‘;;:én chx:n Ogey ks
tzn(::lncg b(;irln‘:);;ey through wlati'f;es or other agents, while in the latter no such prohibitieolil se}t::eltlge
i g through relatives or other agents. It is difficult to make :
omission of the words “through relatives or other agents” in the case ofot';si‘;:'lif:il;e: =
. ns on

While B 5
Sheshagiri’s letter,. dated 24th Doccnﬂly‘:ph f)sg‘;nd ?. ;\.rc J. B. Abreo’s letters, it is impossible that
3 . : 3, which forms«a ‘connecting livk betwee y
on B and C
allegation that I , i sy e g o Sheshagiri’s
UOntgent o retcei:: :vll:te it to Petitioner is therefore false on the face of it. When Sheshagirigw 1S
) 1 P 79 e ~ . . ; 2 I ¢ as
{0 g ﬂl‘n ().t nostc under :hu signature of Petitioner’s son and not that of Petitioner
i s to Surappa Shetti, what object 1d he % ’
Eiting . thi » T ' ) ject could have been served by Sheshagiri’s
writing this letter, dated 24th December 1893, alone to Petitioner instead of to yhis fs:)ll "g“}lb
L 5 son, who

Sheshagiri’s ive in intr : . It is clear th:
giri’s motive in introducing this falsehood was to implicate Petitioner in the lo e :‘ 3
an somenow

iy : But such an interpretation is hs
| g etitioner’s son, the said J. B. Abreo, had already written on 1215t Dclcl:e Hl ; 112133
Le S moer

his letter (Exhibi ) i ith 1
. h:mng( entm:teg)t;n;l):lhnf .thhl 1t a pro. note for Rs. 500 (Exhibit &). And it was but natural
i a iR b butg:l tlu; r‘lote for the full amount, Rs. 500, J. B, Abreo should n(lt rest
Nt P j s 1({u( a.t.tempb to get the full Rs. 500, and if in this tter xf
- B. Abreo relied on anybody’s influence, it was on that of k:;:';:z;gi(:i‘
s e, . : And if Petitioner had any in y :
mediuﬁ] - Shesmgil‘i.w;i ?:ctne:ﬁ otl t-mnsz?.ctmg the business vicariously, tlmty is, t:ﬁ:::;;h 0:::'
ooy el d "j whole ewde‘nce about the loan proves that it was a pure busi
nan and man, and that if anybody was to suffer, it was Petitimn};r:se sol:lsn\lve::
> L)

Id out hopes to him
ans at an attempt

.

at

& bgrrowing are intentional or accidental.

When. it  is- seen that the wording in IvlliS 1o, 78 <iSE
regard to the lending of money, the distinction in the

similar to the wording used with
But the reason for the

wording of the rale about the lending of money seems to be intentional.
distinction is clear. For, if the prohibition regarding borrowing applied also to that of relatives,
it would be easy,for those relations of a Government Servant as are not in good terms with him to
borrow monies in their own names and for their own benefit and then when the time for
repayment comes, declare that the amounts were borrowed for such Government Servants so as not
only to defraud the lenders on the one hand but also to bring the said Government Servant 1nto
troubles on the other, whereas no such mischief can be worked by relatives in the case of
lending unless they are prepared to lose their own money by declaring it to be that of such
”zverument Servant. 1t appears therefore that the distinction was made intentionally to obviate evils
of the kind. In Petitioner’s case he does not mean to say, however, that his son or wife borrowed
the money to bring him into troubles. All that he shows is that the said Article is not so
stringent, as is made out, and is not capable of the interpretation put on it by the Head Assistant
Collector or the Collector; and it is questionable whether it is at all applicable to the present case,

the amounts being borrowed by Petitioner’s relatives and not by Petitioner.

93. That a conuected question is whether Petitioner in the matter of the said loans placed
himself under pecuniatry obligations to either Surappa Shetti or Kasim Sahib, It is sufficiently
clear from the history of the loans given above, that in Surappa Shetti’s loan the person diréctly
obliged was Sheshagiri who undertook to oblige Petitioner’s son at the latter’s request, and any
obligation of Petitioner to Surappa Shetti, who does not at all seem to have cared for Petitioner or
his position or authority, is only too remote and far-fetched. The same may be said with regard to
Kasim Sahib’s loan where the person whom Kasim Sahib obliged was Mr. Mascarenhas, and
Petititner’s wife, who executed the note, had vast independent property of her own wherewith to
discharge the debt. Consequently in neither case was Petitioner’s official authority or influence, it any,
either used by Petitioner or recognized by the lenders, a suit being formally filed in Kasim Sahib’s
loan and threatened in that of Surappa Shetti. Nor would it have been necessary to make use of
third parties (Mr. Mascarenhas and Sheshagiri) to procure these loans if Petitioner intended that such

* official authority or influence should be felt by them. Nor would the pro. note legally executed have
peen tendered in each case. With regard to the allegation of Surappa Shetti that he had a
Darkhast appeal before the Head Assistant Collector just prior to his giving the loan, the Head Assistant
Collector ought to have, before relying on the said allegation, referred to his records and satisfied
himself what that Darkhast matter was and how Petitioner rendered himself serviceable to Surappa
Shetti in respect of the same. That' Mr. Couchman was very much prejudiced is verified by para. 5
of his Proceedings, dated 18th November 1896, wherein he says that ©it is to be noted that the loan was
asked for,..while he (Surappa Shetti) had just brought his Darkhast appeal to a successful
‘termination”, whereas when Petitioner asked for a copy of the decision in the Darkhast appeal, Mr.
‘Couchman passes the following endorsement: “No Darkhast appeal was made by Surappa Shetti”.
Some Petition of 1894 is referred to by the Head Assistant Collector in the said endorsement, for a
copy of which application has been made, But all Darkhast appeals are referred to the Tahsildar
for disposal and are never disposed of by the Head Assistant Collector. So far as Petitioner is
concerned, he is not conscious of having obliged Surappa Shetti in any way nor did Petitioner look to
Surappa Shetti to oblige him, nor, as a matter of fact, was there any Darkhast appeal. And as for
the rate of interest, which is 6 per cent., it is admitted that Surappa Shetti and Kasim Sahib are
owners of lakhs and possessed of plenty of cash and consequently large funds, the money dealings
in the Taluks being small and limited, there is therefore nothing unusual in  their granting the
loans at 6 per cent. interest (the Bank and Post Office paying only 3% or 4 p.c. for deposits,
while Government has twice within the course of a short period reduced the rate of interest on
Government securities) and since both Petitioner’s wife and son are possessed of property, the
pro. notes executed by them cannot be regarded as any insufficient secarity.

94. 'That if the antecedents of a person are an index to his character, it has to be submitted
that the above-said Sheshagiri was found by the Stationary SubyMugistrate of Coondapoor in Cal, Case
No. 583 of 1893 and by Mr. Slight, the then Head Assistant Collector, in his letter to the Collector,
dated 26th April 1894, to be capable of porjuring himself. And Sheshagiri’s character as a perjurer
being thus established, it is questionable whether in the present case his evidence is at all entitled

to any weight, except as against himself. It may be added that Mr. Slight further remarked of

-
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—_— 8 — , B, , through the papers very carefully and has come tol tlxe.c,?nclué't;)rf lthat. :T.a;:e :ien(; ::f(:z‘; ;){:
the said Sheshagiri in his Service Book that no confidence could be placed in him. Such is the g : ha? gon“d :;tat"tlz.ey-e is no sufficient ground for even suspectmg' i, An (.lb rcigfome” B
Persdu whose evidence is principally used iu this case against Petitioner and believed in and acted B y j mui aft_uo unts, the Government accepted Petitioue.r’s 'contenmﬂous ash.hf'w::’g P e 19
upon by the Collector and Head Assistant Collector. o2l e in lt et::ught t,;lat. Petitionbr was wanfit to be in ?udepender:t tlfa:llg]'e’ e e
95. That in spite of the above described bond fides in the matter of the said tw:) loans regarding izfier Lis long Service of 98 years, 1 appearstto T:EZ&:{;TGZM s -
which so much stress has been undeservedly laid, the Head Assistant Collector recommended a criminal in pay, but that he should cease 1O be & .Depl‘xd,):‘ ) Rl 9
prosecution under Section 165 of the I. P. C. But the Colléctor found that the said recommendation . lsa.me L:ay". It was in accordance with thl? (.)1 u\h R e AT L A
was not a sound one. That if Your Honourable Board should be of opinion that Petitioner should have e Head Clerk in question, and here he s0 dlst:ngu;a :l L s repeamdly
stopped these two transactions, Petitioner begs to represent that it is due to his misconception of the \Laoistrate’s scheme came into operation, Mr. bhg L, ;e e L
construction of the rules and not to a wanton violation of them; and an instance that the rules are f  ed Petitioner’s claims in very strong terms before t .e gt o e i g
caﬁable of being wrougly interpreted is furnished by Mr. Couchman himself. On two occasions Mf. : : urg i S i e s hmg s st sy (e o
Couchman asked Petitioner to give him mouney for his private use by two mnotes only a few days prior _ Magfsmat‘je, i s i o e B o permme o i s
to the present case against him. The uotes are as follows: 1st Note. . Testimonials enclosed). a1 3 S B 55708 s pums&?e AL :
“Head Clerk, can you give me Rs. 15 or 20 from the perm. advance® as 1 orders of Government ruling St e g 15 ¢ 7P D
* Petitioner, of course, have shot a bison and want to give presents. 1 have written to the Bank offence, this offence should not be 1‘. gl ek ot U &l Sud i
paid his own money. for some which will be in Coondapoor. 26. 10.96. (Initialled) M. E. C.» any other offence subsequently, Bk Slmpfy‘: g
2nd Note. +Head Clerk,.as 1 cannot get the Bank Agent to send me any his inability to quote the date and No. of the L. L. B et L
money, 1 must get you to send me Rs. 15 from the perm. advance* 1 ' 48 Petitioner most WA AN rospectfully begs t? — T:llbfef o s on KR 5
leave to-night in }mndy for- Brahmavar and want one more bandy for Saman today.  Shall fayourable consideration of the above circumstances and after perusa; POH.loner @i E
reach Udipi Tuesday. 8. 11. 96. (Initialled) M. E. C.” Though if the law should be rigidly ~—¢B‘ case. Your Honourable Board may be graciously p}eased to SM.L elto ot ey
interpreted without wrenching it, as M. Couchman has done in recommending Petitioner’s i degr’ada,t,ion ke Dy il vostoted w1t,1.\ arrua,t:s ?Llpa{) B o ol
prosecution, the acts of Mr. Couchman amount to an attempt of criminal ~misappropriation. Clerk of the Head Assistant Collegtor’s Office or, if that 1s not feasible, by sajl, b S .
Yet Petitioner ventures to presume that Mr. Couchman never did for a moment think that he was ; : . St atal o7 5 o 43 bl o oS L it R By rfot bo unfxecefs SJ s
doing wrong. He must. have honestly believed that if the -money were recouped, no harm being compelled o serve on 68 e hodt At in the public cstimation is T
was done. Petitioner mentions these circumstances not to comment on Mr. Couchman’s conduct, el
" 3 shall, as in duty pound, ever feel grateful.

but only as an iustance as to how even good English scholars like Mr. Couchman, with the For which act of kindness Petitioner
best of intentions, could be carried away by a wrong interpretation of the rules or law. If gentlemen Y
of such liberal English education should not interpret the rules correctly, does this not show that
Petitioner’s case should not have been viewed with so much rigour and severity? There is no
doubt Petitioner has been made the victim of a deep conspiracy, and unfortunately for Petitioner
Mr. Couchman was carried away by misrepresentations of persons like Sheshagiri, who has, as stated
already, been judicially and departmentally found to be a perjurer.

26. That Petitioner begs to represent, if such strained interpretation be put on these
ordinary transactions of every-day life carried on with nothing but the purest of motives, it would
be extremely difficult for low-paid Government Servants to get on in the world. That the loans
were honestly contracted with the serious intention of repaying them within the time is evident

' from the fact that in Kasim Sahib’s loan the debt had been duly discharged long before the case
was thought of, and the fact that Abbas Sabib, the manager of Kasim Sahib’s estate, had to sue
Petitioner’s wife for the debt cannot be an argument that there was any want of intention to
repay. For the suit was allowed to be brought at the request of Petitioner’s wife herself, because
when Kasim Sahib died and his children were minors it was necessary that to legalize the
repayment the person (Abbas Sahib) who demanded it should show that he had the right to collect
the debt due to Kasim Sahib, and this he was asked to do by a suit. There can be nothing
wrong or unusual in this. And as regards Surappa Shetti’s debt Petitioner’s son had admittedly
taken only Rs. 200, while he had delivered a pro. note for Rs. 500, and it is admitted by Sheshagiri
that even those Rs. 200 had been promised to be soon discharged. . Wherein then does Petitioner’s

guilt consist?

27. That the Head Assistant Collector having in his letter to the Collector, dated 20th
November 1896, referred to a past chse against Petitioner and worded the reference in a way
which would have the effect of prejudicing the Collector against Petitioner, Petitioner only thinks it
fair to say in reply what the Government thought of him in that case. In Government Order,
dated 23rd October 1896, No. 6440, the Government emphatically said in para. 3—‘:Tlx;a Government
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jn;f. $t. George,

Acdountant-General’s Office,

/& 25y A TN 1897.
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; b
TETACOOUNI‘ANT-GENEBAL To THR
GioVERNMENT OF anAs, ‘

; TaE Co;%e//mfz/ﬁ/{éuv‘

SiR,

I have the honour to inform you that the
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/A 1344) d(ewu/ulm«) Kesvomr s

a 8< W
is being del yed for want of the information
'\ Snoted " below. ~Where ‘possible’ your ‘auswer
should be written opposite to eaoh pomt to whlch
your attention is drawn.

Y. The enclosures and your reply should be
returned with the least possible delay.

I have the honour to be,
, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant
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