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Spare copies

N

G.0., No. 84, 1st February 1898,
\\Q:::t

Special Duty.

Communicating to the departments of the Secretariat and to all heads of departments under
the Chief Secretary extract from Proceedings, Revenue Department, stating that, when Gov-
ernment sanetions — for

a definite period, the intention is ordinarily that work of the kind
. contemplated shall he continuously pursued and not be interrapted by the grant of leave ts
those who may be detailed for the duty.
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i | ma‘ mm, Esq, Officiating Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, Finance
i oy - and Commerce Department, to the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Revenue
& ,'.D'Qq'pmmmt, dated 20th May 1897, No. 2287.Ex.
¥ 188 38 Dt & ey

- to ackno the receipt of your letter, No. 136, dated the 4th March

- 1897, on the subject of the mo tion of the rales regarding the grant of compensation for

dearness of provisions to servants of Government on civil establishments.

2. Under the rules, as they now stand, grain compensation is not admissible until the

~ selling g rice of the cheapest gruin of any kind commonly used by the people of the district is
- dearer tha :

12 seers a rupee. It is explained, however, that the normal prices of the staple
food-grains in different districts in the Madras Presidency vary considerably, so that in some
districts a slight increase in the price of the staple food-grain * entitles » Government servants
to compensation, while in others no relief is admissible even when the prices have risen very

‘ - Inequalities such as these in the working of the rules are, it is stated, a source of
dship, and a remedy is suggested by the adoption of percentage increases over normal
-the basis of compensation,

am directed to refer to the letter from this

y rang
it. Most of the inequalities, which th 8 urge’in the operation ogf the
present limits; ean therefore be met and avoided by the discretion vested in the Local Govern-
me: the application of the rules. Compensation for dearness of food should
not be given, that is, merely becanse the case falls techoically within the limits of article 72,

*  Volume I, of the Civil Account Code ; there must be at the same time such a pressure on the

resources of the inferior Government servants that a temporary increase in their pay is
irgently required. ' As the Madras Government Justly observe, the discretion vested in them
enables them to withhold compensation in cases where, thongh permissible by rule, it is not
really required.

4. Tam to add that, in the opinion of the Government of India, a departure from the
present rule to that of a standard fixed by a ratio of increase over normal rates would open
the door to so many difficulties in the establishment of rates that it would give rise to more

* doubts and correspondence over the settloement of cases than the present rule of fixed rates
- tempered in their application by the discretion allowed to Local Governments. The Govern-

ment of India are also of opinion that, as a general rule, it is reasonable to hold that, until ghe

~ pressure of scarcity has reached the point indicated by a price of 12 seers the rupee, the need

has not arisen for resorting to the exceptional step of increasing, temporarily, the pay of
Government servants on account of the dearness of food. :
5. In these circumstances the Governor-General in Council does not consider it desirable

h to amend the rules in the manner suggested, and accordingly regrets his inability to sanctiun
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y 88 a general rule, the need for the grant of compensation does not arise till

‘ﬂu i:on t,'l.W to three times their normal level 5 o£ the other hand, it is to be

b in this Presidency the exceptions to be allowed to such a rule will be far more

han the cases covered by it, as will be apparent from the statement appended to my

16 4th March last, from which it will be seen that in twelve out of the twenty-two

icts of this Presidency the grioe' fixed in article 72 of the Civil Account Code is higher

1@ scarcity rates, and in the case of seven of them considerably higher. These scarcity

mined by the Local Government from time to time under fixed rules are (vide section

‘Madras Famine Code) taken as a sure indication of the existence of severe scarcity

for the immediate introduction of relief measures, and it appears to His Excellency in

that it may be reasonably assumed that when the state of the season and of prices is

o render it necessary for Government to undertake special measures for the relief of

| population, the need has also arisen for affording relief to sach of its own servants

to hardship by the prevalent high prices, and that it is therefore unsafe in this

cy to act on the principle laid down by the Government of India. This was fully

fied in the famine of 1891-92, when prices never ros¢ to 12 seers per rupee in any of

ected districts, thongh relief works on a large scale had to be opened in some of them

» course of ?noes in the early part of the current year. It would only seem unatural

en the reason for granting famine batta is scarcity, the scarcity rates should be referred
nj%ﬁhg gauge of that scarcity and not an arbitrary universal rule.

scarcity rates represent a rise of 100 per cent. over normal ‘prices in the case of
of 66 § per cent. in the case of rice ; the normal prices are fixed for each district

time the Board of Revenue with the previous sanction of the Local Govern-
of section 2 of the Famine Code, with due regard to the average prices

nine years ; the present normals adopted in 1896 being subject to revision

e years. The scarcity rates thus represent a very high percentage of increase

| prices, and, on considering the question in the light of the criticisms in the letter

er reply, éls Excelleney the Governor in Council is of opinion that they may also be
0 :mgﬂhtinfg the grant of famine batta. These rates are less arbitrary than the
: price of 12 seers per rupee, and will greatly reduce the inequalities in the
the different districts. If their adoption makes the grant of batta permissible in

% an earlier stage than at present, it also puts off the grant till a considerably later
and the increased cost, if any, to the State which would result from it must be
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t is not understood why the adoption of the principle of percentage increases over

ormal prices should give rise to doabts and correspondence in the settlement of particnlar
cases, nor what.dxfﬂcuﬂlles the Government of India anticipates in the establishment of rates.
- The normal rates are capable of easy defermination from the records of prices, and the per-
~ centage of rise indicative of severe scarcity can be settled with reference to the circumstances
of i tract ; and when these two elements are fixed, the point at which the grant of batta
‘becomes permissible is determined at once. It is not proposed that compensation should be paid
as a matter of course when the prices reach the scarcity rates, but only that the Local Govern-

- ment should be vested with discretion to grant it at this stage instead of at the stage prescribed

by the present rule.

8. With these remarks, I am to resubmit the question for the consideration of the Govern-
~ ment of India. The change proposed is so desirable that in the opinion of this Government it
should be given effect to even at some increased cost to the State ; but if the slight increase in
cost which might ensue is a serious objection to the change, I am to suggest that it may be met
by lowering the superior limit of the pay of servants to whom compensation is payable.
P L i T B

O@p—-—hﬁs No. 295, Kevenue, dated 19th January 1898,

~ Referred to the Departments of the Secretariat, the Board of Revenue and the
serintendent, Madras Survey, for favour of an early expression of opinion.

(True Extract.) /
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» Ag. Secretary to Government.
 the Departments of the Secretariat. / /

",' the Board of Revenue (all departments).” -+ ..
» the Superintendent, Madras Survey.
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