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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of

§ India, in the
Department of Revenue and Agriculture, No. 35-—-245- %
the 23rd December 1897 - = 45-26 (Famine), dated

Read—

(1) Despatch to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, No. 86, date

(2) Telegram from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, dated d 25th November 1897,

22nd December 1807,

——

Resolution—

It has been decided, with the approval of Her Majesty’

appoint a small Commission to formulalt);e for future guidj:zg stﬁgoxizt:py . %t.ate, to
famine experience of 1897 has to teach. The Governor-General in Cox?:: s.lw _lﬁh the
another opportunity of publicly expressing his appreciation of the So7cs I:31 will take
the operations for the relief of distress have been conducted : while er in which
review of them must await the receipt of the Provincial reports. ’ Bat thal{y fcomplgte.
already at his disposal warrants him in believing that, regarded withe ;nformatmn
their object, Whlcth \tn;las tto prevent the los§ of human life from starva&o?e:teetﬁz
mallest expense to the tax-paying community, those o :

E:>een conspilt)mously successflfl,y 2 o perations have on the whole

9. As was to be expected, however, the methods by whi :
attained, and the measure of economy which has been e?;eure(f hi;hzﬁeogﬁi;?nha;‘:?e“
of relief, have not been the same in all provinces. 1he organization for the . - tion
distress which has been elaborated in ' each province on the lines laid dow rebmf s
Famine Commission of 1878, and embadied in the Provincial Famine Codes l};a,sy e
for the first time in most of the affected provinees, been practically tested ’on 1now,
scale ; and on the whole it has stood the trial well. But while the experieneeaofazlgle
past year has suggested no alterations in the main lines which were prescribed as the
basis for the administration of relief, it has been found necessary, in almost ever .
province, to depart in some not unimportant respects from the detailed provisions ({f
the local Code in order to meet the differing conditions of distress. And the direction
which these departures have taken has varied from province to province.

3. The experience thus gained will be of incaleulable value when India is next
face to face with famine. But in order to render it available for future guidance, it
is essential to collect and collate it while the facts are fresh, and to embody it’in
amended Famine Codes. It is no doubt the case that, while the broad lines upon
which relief is to be administered may properly be prescribed for the whole of India,
variations in detail will be necessary under the varying conditions to be found in the
several provinces, and that each province must retain its individual Code, But it is
certain that almost every province will have something to learn from the experience
of others, and it will be advisable to take special measures to collate that experience ;
and especially, where the cost of relief and the numbers relieved have been larger
than elsewhere in proportion to the acuteness of the distress and the population affected
by it, to enquire to what causes the excess was due, and whether an adherence to the
lines followed in other provinces might not, on a future occasion, reduce the cost
without diminishing the efficacy of the measures to be adopted.

4. The inquiry will be far narrower in scope than that entrusted to the larger
Famine Commission, which was appointed with such signal advantage in 1878.
Twenty years ago no general famine policy had been enunciated by Government, the
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: siod i i and in Southern India in 1877 from what were
ex'zperience gall}ed xlllzsliszhragiigtl' 1\3:93311 that was available, and the Commission had to
ighanar expexil'me and to evollfe general principles for guidance 1n the actual prese}rlxce
formulate a po lt?}trhis was, perhaps, the least important portion of their duties. They
¢ famine.bicg‘;n to consi’der and advise upon measures of the widest possible nature,
were also

; imini ‘tv of famines, or place the people in a better
sugh as might dupmush th?’ se'lw‘lgzl p);ozrramme that was laid down by them accord-

COﬁiﬁtiOI:ifortlig %ﬁelzggotfh?:nmeasures of protection and prevention » has since then
ingly under

. uch still remains and always will rgmain to
been actively P‘."s‘?c“:egn’da;get&zugg gll]ly recognised, and are gradually being gl&alt
be done, the omission ffers, and no further general inquiry of this nature 18 el Er
with as opportumt{) l0 S(; too, the experience of the past year has shown that lt 10
necessary of adwsal_ T laid "lown in 1878 stand in no need of reeonqlderatlllon. tttls
g;fm:;atl !}E?f%fhgosﬁime of relief that require to be revised. But in such a matter
the detal

details are hardly less important than principles.

4 e i1l therefore be— :
5. The duties of tt;l 4 S::;f;sfﬁo:v}?i,éh the provisions of the Famine Codes of the
to examine the

| provinees differ from 0ne another, and in which their prescriptions
several pro ;

have.beﬁtﬁeﬁgtsggiz;ﬁf’ cuccess which has in each case attended the
to inquire

ures adopted, considered primarily with regard to the relief of
meas

distress and the saving of human life, and secondarily with regard to
istress

econ_omys; to the measures and methods of working which seem likely to
- ag;ze;mst effective in these two respeets ; and

inquiries and record any recommendations or opinions which it
tofsm ﬂ{lzuagnlﬂ w?ll prove useful in the case of future famines.
18

- TS j inquiry is to furnish guidance for the
: d that the object of the inquiry 18 .
e t‘c)i ?:ﬁzs;uiieis tcoo(;werned with the past, only in 80 far as may be necessar)' to

future ; an

sy n 1 i d Lyall, 6.0.1.B
i Commission will be Sir James Broadwood Lyall, 6.C.1E.,

6. The Pljeslggsznféggerzor of the Punjab. The Members of the Commlgs:l)n
K081y 18 LleuColonel Richardson, lately Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals,
yill be Surgeon-COln0 4" Oudli; Mr. T. W. Holderness, 1.C.S, lately Deputy
North- Western Government of Indiain the Department of Revenue and Ag}*lculture
Secretary t0 theT Higham, C.I.E., Inspector-General of Irrigation and Jomt Secretary
(Famine) ; e nt of India in the Public Works Department ; and Rai Bahadur
to the quemlrgose M.A., B.L., Government Advocate, Nagpur, and Secretary to tlllje
Bipin K.”Shn'a itt:ae of the Famine Charitable Relief Fund. Mr. H. J. Melntosh,
Proyincial (’omszlcretary to the Commission. The representation upon a small Com;
1.C.8., will b‘;l rovince affected by the late famine is impossible ; but the Govgrnm:}y?
mission of ea¢ )Pthat cach Local Government should nominate, to be attached to h'e
of Iﬂd,la.desma temporary member while they are actually r_nakmg .mqulllrles Wltt:i ex;;
Commissio asoue of 1ts own officers who is personally acquainted with thet prat *
the Prow%ctel,w system of relief adopted, and whose presence will ensure that mater
Woilz{tznfrg not overlooked or misunderstood.
# i 1 the arrival of Sir James Lyall

ission will be formally constituted on the al

& Th_e hca(;ﬁlsr:)ln from England. ‘Lhey will probably ynsh to visit fi}gmbag, Mas(‘iixas‘;
s l){' f{hf Central Provinces, the North- W estern P{'lonaces and ( ()}u i, alnin %):uncﬁ
Benga’, J inquiries upon the spot ; but. the (overnor- *eneral in 9
Bereh atl(l)d let:v?:]}fg ma(tlter of nfethod and plzocedure in thel mve(sltlg:tt)ofn tvl‘;:athirzl?lliig
(Legedis tirely to their discretion. The general conauct £ b
th?l t?lrer:g:{tﬁ?gn e:f thg course of business before tile Comrlljl}lllssgn nv;;liﬂieﬂer:}t;x;?;ﬁ
B P 1 nication with the members. e Cor , thro
B ting: L i 1 ¢ the President, will correspond direct

: otary act under the instructions ot the ) ( :

th‘?&:‘ ]S‘:)col;lta(?o::r:fents and Departments of the Government of India, and with any
with L B .

o e g ’ 4
Jocal authorities with whom direct communications may be 1Lx_utho‘ns<,((i1 }.)ty'Loc;al eGscty .
e(:'fxments as a matter of convenience and in order to save time ; and 1t 18 requeste
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