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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC DEPARTMENMN

Rrap—again the following paper :—
G.0., No. 1464, Public, dated 10th November 1897.

Read—the following letter fromJ. P. HEWELT, Esq., c.1.E., Secretary to the Govern-

ment of India, Home Department (Public), to the Chief §
Government of Madras, dated Simla, 24th August 1897, No. Map Y e

Occasionally inforrlrllat}ilolil regarding matters of politie
importance, or events which have excited public interest, has not be
muI;Jicated by the Local Government to the Government of India, Wh?)nhgz(;r;g&}; (f(gxl:
first news regarding them from the newspapers. It is essential that news regardin
such matters should reach the Government of India at the earliest moment sifce it i%
undesirable that the Governor-General in Council should remain in ig,norance of
important events until they become generally known, while it may at any time become
necessary for His Excellency in (ouncil to take action in view of the possibility of
their affecting a neighbouring Province or Native State. It appears to the G‘roveyrn
ment of India that the information which is required by them would be readil secur (i
if Local Governments and Administrations were to issue instructions to loezl ofﬁceers
to despatch direct to the Government of India duplicates of the telegrams in which
they report matters of importance to the Local Government or Administration The
matters upon which the Government of India would desire to receive such infor.matiOn
are riots which involve a serious breach of the public peace, all collisions between
Europeans of all classes and natives, outrages which have a political aspect, calamities
such as floods or earthquakes which cause serious damage to life or propel,'t and all
other events which have a political or administrative importance, A x

2. 1 am to explain that in making this request the Governor-
has no intention of interfering with the disposal by
trations of business with which it is their function to
in the first instance is a statement of the facts of all
administratively iuéportant for1 dhi:s information an
His Excellency in Council would, however, desire that in all cag ; .
are of sufficient importance to call for orders from the Local GOVZiI?ieﬁeolfidd I‘Zhlf’h
tration, an official report intimating its decision and communicating the orders alsI;u:i
by it should be sent as soon as the Local Government or Administration hag beeP 1;31
to review the facts of the case and arrive at its conclusion regarding them n able

al or administrative

General in Council
Local Governments and Adminis-
deal, and that all that he requires
events which are politically and
d that of the Secretary of State.

Order--No. 1464, Public, dated 10th November 1897.
The Government of India will be addressed.
(True Extract.)

(Signed)  A.T. ARUNDEL,
Chief Secretary.

Letter—No. 1465, Publie, dated 10th November 1897.
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Reap—also the following paper :— .

j ETT. ¥sq., ¢.IE., Secretary to the Government of India, Home

meDJe.pfr-tgizv(Pub,lie),qt:) the éhief Secretary to the Government of Madras,
dated Caleutta, 20th December 1897, No. 2702.

i ledoe the receipt of your letter, No. 1465, dated the 10th

2 ﬁrdfg%erte%:;rggéﬁ?;‘g tlfat His Excg)lleney the Governor in Council doubts the
Nove&l_l ey of tl,le request contained in Home Department letter, No. 1732, dated the
expﬁ f }1r1st 1897, that local officers should despatch to the Governmen’g of Inc'ha.
(ziii)licatlig of telegl,'ams in which they report matters of political or administrative

i rtance to the Local Government.

1mp02 In reply, I am to say that, as they have found that unnecessary delay has taken
1 in re oﬁi}x;,v the actual facts of important occurrences, the Government of India

place in rep 5 ggested by them may be tried ; if, however, in practice

ot iment sug I :
it Sy A et | be reconsidered. DBut the Governor-General in Council

1 an
ﬁtogg (;E)etsai!;is;%(;ﬁcses%gtliﬁe inconvenience apprehended will follow the adoption of the
measures suggested, since only the more important matters of those which have already
to be reported to the Local Government will be reported to the quernment of India;
and all that the Governor-General in Council desires is that the Government of India
should receive the earliest intimation of aqtual facts of important occurrences by the
receipt of a duplicate copy of a telqgram- mformmg the .Loeal Gpvernment of them.
The Government of India have no intention of taking direct action on such reports,
or of interfering in any way with the functions of the Local Government. I1f at any
time it appears that a report is likely to create a wrong impression or cause needless
anxiety, it will be in the power of the Local Government to prevent these results by
telegraphing to this offect to the Government of India; and it is left to the Loeal
Government to instruct their officers as to what events should, as a rule, be reported
by telegraph and what by letter. i

3. The Government of India regret, therefore, that they are ut}able to reconsider
their orders on the subject. But I am to add that they do not wish those orders to
be applied so as to require that copies of the telegrams from officers below the rank

of Magistrate and Collector should be forwarded to them.

Orper—No. 313, Publie, dated 19th Febrnary 1898.

Communicated to the Departments of the Secretariat for information and

guidance. ' .

9. All Collectors and District Magistrates will be instructed to despatch direct to
the Government of India duplicates of telegrams in which they may report to the
Tocal Government any events of extraordinary political or administrative importance.

3 Such cases will necessarily be of rare occurrence. Under the existing
ractice, it is only when immediate action is required on the part of the Government
itself that events of the foregoing deSCItlptIOIl are reported by telegram. It is qot
intended to introduce any change in this practice. .Departments and officers will,
however, note that it is only in the case of the more important of the events referred
to in the preceding paragraph that a duplicate of the telegram despatched to the Local
Government is to be communicated direct to the Government of India.

(True Extract.)

fd‘\/ Chief Secretary.

“To all Departments of the Secretariat. ( fm)
,, Collectors and District Magistrates.

Exd. W. D’ Moss.




	Image00004
	Image00005

