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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following G.O., Mis. No. 2033, Revenue, dated 22nd May
1895 :—

Read—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Mis.
No. 2279, dated 6th May 1895 :—

Read—the following letter from E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichi-
_ nopoly, to the Secretary to the (ommissioners of Land Revenue, dated 2nd
May 1895, Current No. 1429/Rev. :-—

I have the honour to report that, on the afternoon of 29th ultimo, a deficiency
of Rs. 2,000 was discovered in a remittance received from the Perambalir taluk.
The remittance consisted of nine boxes stated to contain 56,000 rupees in cash
and 6,000 rupees in currency notes. 'The boxes, as soon as they arrived at the
huzur treasury on 24th ultimo, were lodged in the double lock strong room for safe
custody, their seals and fastenings being apparently in good order.

9. The remittance was not taken up for examination until 29th ultimo, because
remittances previously received from other taluks were pending at the date of its
receipt and their examination was finished only on Saturday the 27th. On being
opened one of the boxes which should have contained Rs. 6,000, or six bags
of whole rupees, was found to contain but four bags, or Rs. 4,000.

3. The Tahsildar of Perambaliir was at once directed to report whether there
was any surplus in his sub-treasury to cover the deficiency found here. His report,
just received, is to the effect that there is no such surplus, and the amount has
been charged in the cash book under article 664 of the Civil Account Code as
an “advauce recoverable” pending the result of the inquiry which the Deputy
Collector in charge of the division, the Superintendent of Police and myself are
making. ‘

4. A full report will be forwarded as soon as the inquiry is completed.

Resoluti(;n——Mis. No. 2279, dated 6th May 1895.
Recorded.
9. The further report promised in the Collector’s letter is awaited.

3. The Board observes that this is the second occasion on which a defalcation
has been reported from this district within a very short space of time—vide Board’s
Proceedings, No. 1882, dated 17th April 1895. The Collector’s reports upon both
defalcations should be expedited.

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) R. C. C. CARR,
Ag. Secretary.
Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
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Order--Mis. No. 2033, Revenue, dated 22nd May 1895.
Recorded.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. 8. FORBES,

To the Accountant-General. Ag. Secretary.

Reap—again G.0., Mis. No. 2758, Revenue, dated 11th July 1895.

AspsTracr.—DPassing orders on papers relating to the defalcati f
Trichinopoly on the 3rd April 1895. - elalcations in the Huzur treasury at

s e,

Reap—again the following G.0., Mis. No. 2939, Revenue, dated 24th J uly 1895

Read—the following letter from F. C. HARRISON, Esq., Officiati
General to the Government of Madras, to the ge’creta(;'lat}cr:)g(ﬁ)igﬁ?ﬁg::-
Revenue Department, dated Fort St. George, 11th July 1895, No. C AT

With reference to my letter to Government, No. 1595, dat
1895, I have the honour to make the following remarks on ( 1)’ the deec}atll(]::tizoletw{ﬁgﬁ
occurred at the Huzur treasury, Trichinopoly, on the 3rd April 1895, (2) the
deficiency found in a remittance made to the same treasury by the sub-tre,asur 7 at
Perambalir on the 22nd April 1895. )

2. A report on the former case was submitted to Government by the Board of
Revenue (Land Revenue) in its Proceedings, Mis. No. 3007/Confdl. No. 56, dated
17th June 1895 ; the final report on the latter case has only just (on the 7th instant)
been forwarded to the Board by the Collector. In this communication, however,
I propose dealing with both cases, as the incidents occurred in the same treasury,
though the treasurer was not the same, the one concerned in the first case having
been suspended on the 5th April 1895.

3. As regards the defalcation of the 3vd April, I may observe that the Collec-
tor’s first report left points to be cleared, which necessitated my obtaining from him
a second report, copy of which I enclose for the information of Government
(letter No. 1140 E, Revenue, dated 7th July 1895, with enclosure). The balance
of the 2nd April (apparently verified by Mr. Rawson some time on the 3rd) in the
treasurer's hands amounted to Rs. 1,078-1-0. If it be a fact that the balance
of the treasurer had been for some time under Rs. 2,000 and he had not access to
the double lock balance or to the unshroffed coin, then the deficiency could not
have been a “ chronic” one. It would therefore follow that the treasurer (or one
of his subordinates) embezzled the money on a day of inspection and then on the
evening of the same day informed against himself. ~ I cannot accept this view, and
it appears from the Collector’s second report that he does not believe that the
Treasury Deputy Collector had for some time past properly verified the treasurer’s

balance or observed with strictness the rules of the Account Code relating to the,

custody of money. 1 therefore incline, like the Collector, to the belief that the
defalcation was ““ chronic” or, at any rate, not committed on the day of inspection
The conduct of the Treasury Deputy Collector in not acquainting either Mr. Rawgoli
or Mr. Andrew with the deficiency the same day was most indefensible. i

4. There can be no question that the remittance defalcation was mad J
by a wholesale disregard of the ordinary rules emphasized and summariz:(%) (i)l-slslﬁlre
Rawlin's Circular No. }&.VI’ datgd 2 Oth, June 1891, which was issued on the dis:
covery of a defaleation in a remittance in this district in the time of this Treasury

Deputy Collector.

5. As the journey from Perambaliir to Trichinopoly took 48 hour 1
tance should have been secured in boxes nailed dOWII)l an fastened()lll)l;’i:gx? fggs

—— e L~
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riveted at the junctions. This was not done but the bags were placed in boxes
locked by a country bazaar lock and sealed by a faint seal. Contrary also to rule,
the boxes were not weighed before despatch.

6. The Treasury Deputy Collector also did not weigh the boxes on receipt,
although the circular above referred to expressly required this to be done. As the
defaleation was made entirely in one box and must have amounted to about one-
third of the correct contents, it is obvious that the most casual weighing would
have brought to light the deficiency.

7. Considering that the boxes were not nailed down, but were locked with
country locks, and that the seals were faint, it was, I think, clearly the duty of the
Treasury Deputy Collector to have counted the bags in the boxes as there was
every possibility of the remittance having been tampered with on the way. By
not making any examination, he relieved the escort of all responsibility.

8. In any case, it seems to me that the two defalcations taken together show
a great laxity in treasury management for which the Treasury Deputy Collector
is primarily responsible.

——

ENcLOSURES.

From E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichinopol{f to the Accountant-General,
Madras, dated ‘I'richinopoly, 7th July 1895, R.C. No. 1140 (¢) Rev.

With reference to your letter, No. 1597, dated 21st June 1895, I have the honour to forward
herewith the Treasury Deputy Collector’s office-note No. B., dated 6th July 1895, replying to
the points raised by you.

9. The first point is, I think, sufficiently elucidated by the Treasury Deputy Collector.

3. As to the second point, the Treasury Deputy Collector appears to scout the idea of a
¢ chronic deficiency,” but my own impression is that he has been for a long time past placing
undue confidence in his subordinates and neglecting various rules of the Civil Account Code and
it is in my opinion highly probable that he frequently neglected to make anything more than a
very superficial examination of the treasurer’s balance.

4, The third point deals with the handling by the treasurer of the unshroffed coin ; and, as to
this too, I have grave doubts whether the rules have been complied with by the Treasury Deputy
Collector. .

5. Last point: The records of this office show that the matter of the treasurer’s indebted-
ness was duly reported to the Board of Revenue; that the man was granted long leave so as to
enable him to make arrangements to discharge his liabilities ; and that he was not allowed to
return to duty until he had produced some evidence, which was accepted as satisfactory, that he
had retrieved his position.

—

Office-note from M.R.Ry. A. KRISHNASWAMI AIYAR, Avargal, Treasury Deputy
Collector, Trichinopoly, to the Collector of Lrichinopoly, dated 6th July 1895, No. B.

[ Reference.—Collector’s footnote, R.C. No. 1140/95 (d), dated 29th June 1895, to Accountant-
General’s letter, No. 1597, dated 21st June 1895, directing the Treasury Deputy Collector to
report on certain points raised by the Accountant-General. |

I beg to reply as follows:—

9. Answer to 2nd paragraph of the Accountant-General’s letter.—The balance in which the
deficiency was discovered was not the one examined by Mr. Rawson. The deficiency was dis-
covered in the closing balance of the 3rd April, while the balance examined by Mr. Rawson was
the closing one of the previous day.

3. The actual transfer of charge to Mr. Rawson by Mr. Andrew was in the afternoon of the
3rd, but the former began to count the treasury in the forenoon of the 8rd with the closing balance
of the 2nd, because the quantity of cash and stamps to be examined was very large and likely to
ocoupy from four to five hours. His examination terminated that day at 3 or 3-30 ».m. The trans-
actions of the 3rd were not going on, nor had they commenced when Mr. Rawson arrived at the
treasury for examination. ~After the transactions of the 3rd were over, and when I was waiting
for the balance sheet (form No. 38) of that day, the treasurer came and tqld me that the cash
present showed a deficiency. The transactions with the double lock had then been over and the
strong room gealed. There was no unshroffed coin on the evening of the 3rd, nor did any
unshroffed coin remain in the possession of the treasurer when his balance was examined by

s



Read—again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue

Read—also the following letter from E. A. ELWI

I have the honour to submit the further

of Rs. 2,000 that was discovered on 29th April in a remittance received at the huzur
treasury from the Perambaliir taluk.

%NAAM”A%
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Mr. Rawson. -The unshroffed coin (Bs. 20,000) which formed part of th
2nd, and which had been placed in the single lock room for S

room had been brought to the double 1o
the treasury.

4. Answer to 3rd paragraph of the Accountant-General’s lettop, — .
there could have been a “ chronie deficiency > of over Rs. 2,000 s Q0. B0t diiits' sse how

; as bef sfalca-
tion the treasurer’s balance used to be verified by me roughly e b dite it danléa

: Very evening and in detail ever
¢ , and it was generally less than Rs. 2,000 and hag beeé; so for several day);
previous to the 3rd, ;

closing balance of the

want of space in the double lock
ck strong room on the 8rd before Mr. Rawson arrived at

ot (.:d letter.--}Unshroffed coiu is always
, < entered as such in f Vo,, § ce
in the double lock ; but whenever no space was ATad 1 3.8 90, e 36 sad il

there it used to be lodged in the

room. The police guard se : wi
* Two of the double lock room on two different padlocks, they took chli)z,r b ogéllf . .ai}:ﬁle w‘:]l]Show t.hat
and two ot the single lock room on one padlock, g €als on the evening

of that day. Il'l my letters to the Accountant-
t Letters Nos. 222 of 29th January 189¢ and 468 of 22nd  O€Deral quoted in the margin,t I have already

February 1894, brought to his notice the overecrowded state of

the double lock strong room and sought his
letters, viz., No. 222, dated 29th -J. anuary 1894,
e boxes had once to he put into the single lock

permission to have it extended. In one of those
I also brought to his notice that packed remittanc

room for want of space in the double lock room, and that both my own and  the treasurer’s seals
were on that occasion affixed to the padlock of that room in consequence of the eontents of that
room exceeding Rs. 5,000. Unshroffed coin is never treated as part of the treasurer’s balance
and it is given out for examination in my presence. The double lock strong room has now heen
extended and there will be no more occasion to keep unshroffed, &c., coins in the single lock.

6. The treasurer’s indebtedness was a fact known to me since 1890 or 1891 when the
matter was reported by the Collector to the Board, and he was compelled to remain on leave till
he proved that he fairly retrieved his position. He returned to duty after proving that he

fairly retrieved his position. The correspondence connected with the subject are in the General
branch of the Collector’s office.

Order—Mis. No. 2939, Revenue, dated 24th J uly 1895.

Recorded pending the receipt of the Board’
remittance from the sub-treasury at Perambalir.

(True Extract.)
(Signed)  E. GIBSON,

Secretary to Government.

s report on the deficiency in the

To the Accountant-General. :
»  Board of Revenue (Land Revenue).

Resap—again the fdllowing G.0., Mis. No. 3284, Revenue,
© 1895 :—

Read—~the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue)
No. 252/Confdl. No. 75, dated 22nd J uly 1845,

(Land Revenue) Mis. No. 2279, *

dated 15th August

dated 6th May 1895.

the N, Esq., Acting Collector of
Trichinopoly, to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue,

dated Tth July 1895, Ref. on C. No. 1429/Rev. :—

In continuation of this office letter, Ref. on C\. No. 1429/Rey., dated 2nd May,

report therein promised about the deficiency
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2. On 22nd April, during the Tahsildar’s Etbsenfﬁzxﬁ(‘)ol'n th.:sﬁd;ri{dhi?g 3%%% in
7 can.lp, a remittance,’ supposed to collllsis‘caosf (lltpi?éhgd 1lr)lyc'che head acco’untant
currency notes, or 1({18.1;](;3 ’gl(igoén G?lmzirzvdu from the sub-treasury tl()) the Ell;z;l;i
e v pcka n i apll L o semianco bose, (e I

1e cas : b ! and a p1 i

of each of which was s%f‘lllllt‘aegalg ;é;‘li}a(;?ed at eitlrl)er end, and a bltt(i)f CI(S);}zilsW cil:
the body of the })ox. dlock an}d fastened with a seal. There were 'ch\llsft ]Il;eiambahir
wra]l)lf)%c}l( Toui‘]l(}et tlﬁrl::a carts that were employed to c-al‘sl;)}lrngl% li)ogfﬁe f Oﬁ,e g e
each box. e v : reasury ¢ e
shortly after noon m'll(‘ll rQ'ac(}lﬁd ]gl;) tlll;f,l; {?eiweeg’ sunset and sunrllse; l?r}d Wl'lcll';:
hours afterwardb‘-ﬁ 1e'zrht in front of the Padalur police ,Sta.tlon;l“’ ltl-cl LI:S %Iic =
drawn P A0r i rs‘i ?lb the second night outside the Trichinopo ){ ]Z by Ié also
close to tha road, a]} m(')trs bringing a remittance from e MUSI{"I t?luf llzd con-
statl_on, w}rlere ]s)omc (}3] ad been enﬁ*usted to a pohce escort com}puile Onstabie had
Hiaitingo SRS L(I)X'e'il Sahib and six other constables. The 1,1 - 1031- e of nine
stable Abd-lil k af']ﬁlci'als a receipt to the effect that he had ta xeln' flle‘g 62,000 in
given the it 0] - oh bore three seals in good order and into “(71 g st Jriaal
bouse, each bW u?A taluk peon, named Gopalasami, hagibeen e};lhe padlocks of
all had been put.‘t 2o reva%)ling,in the district, to take the keyslo dl(’zari)led AR
ance with the cus‘OtO Ehe huzur and to be present there when 1t 1et ewtart with the
the treasure boxebittance was proceeded with. This man dic rﬁ)’ (ione Yok Tt
v i ey S ot 0 e LT, D,
carts A A5 ¥ 0 P
Euantlf, by bt on e sming o 1 A1 0 o s o
d):%t?(;:i‘dol&selngelves/ at the huzur 1;reaSﬁcllrz:.bf1 Ellfoiéz?f?;yaccoel%zgce S B RAN
bttt o s he b gt th gy i RS
s bty 01(f a'll‘l‘(eJaesufOr to examine the outer qon.dltlon of the bl()XiS- Y o
mstructing the { I intact, the boxes were placed inside the double gcb 8 ,rd fl;ivered
being found “LO"c )(t)' lm that nine boxes satd to contain Rs. 62,000 ha teen 3 iy
fmd & sl b,a ua?qnted to the head constable 1n c;l}a.rge_ of the escor .g'lza':ixé open-
n good orderf“ 3? 8 ‘lace but the peon stayed at lrlchlnopo.ly to ?lel N a%) Sk
police S 1e't ’ 1611;“ sor’ne remittances from other taluks whichiba tairg‘; up for
ing of the boxes. ;qulliiled first, this particular remittance was noﬂ ake ledpba
the same time W’eirgf)t}{ B onil. whin Y 7pboH attended, hand_ed over fl:hsca o t%
examination uniﬂ '8 of thl()e pt,‘:mdlocks, and watched the examination s '31 codouble
Sauti gdne 'lc‘izas'l‘reasm‘er superintended the opening of the boxestn_ld fhe ate-
of the boxes. the Treasury Deputy Collector being seated ]ustﬂ(]mtm :re A %ned
Honk iapg ‘I"(-)(c):n:)f some routine business. The first two bo%f?s %[‘]Z thirg box
pied 'dlscf(t);?n?sorrect number of bags as shown in_the ln(v (())1(,9..] '1I'he content;
con’came‘ coftaine d but four instead of six bags of Rs. 1,00 tea(, )4
gg‘Zlfg ile,maining Doxes were next examined and found correct.

3. The Treasury Depu'lﬁy fcozle'fjtzfe%l;giie%‘;? tOH én% : cj)\fﬁg?ﬁc ;ﬁl%ﬁnagl};
ol a O 16 : & = &
i (%ela}(’lg;gtetcclﬂge]fl;ie&ng ihaz in one of the nine boxei containing :11.1; ttlah;lr;l
:r?lrilt:;r:geathere ;vas a deficiency ofI Rs. 2t,000, ti)gutgﬁle 111;:3 as?;i';-viix (iw,pll;l ke s%rme
r (4 = r P
: opened. went ove ) ' ‘
g‘ood_o}‘d‘el‘ }Eﬁﬁ"ﬁsﬁgg inpnw coming to the conclusion t}lat -tlée a“ki]o(fe&;l?(iltb‘e;:‘r;
i 2 W'te(i in the double lock strong room on .theu' 1e(§e_1§) R
ol Slepomblable that the deficiency of Rs. 2,000 ldlfocfe;i tile S e
ano‘.:t;;n Iz)xr(zlefa,lca,t;ion in the huzur trea&u_ry. alI)ou(t):Oi : puftseaner Bl SRR,
e n
. ls. There was nothing ; :
its padlock -,?indths::gh on the other hand, Tfound that the padlock as a common
{)ampere;(itzgel’worth b:lt a few annas, such as 1t 1Sdn§}Eatlthzu]abél o in(f’-
g faint impression, an : '
i Sealslbor:f I)l;l; ci:);:;‘g’ts, unlike thSe on the otherdb?ﬁes, haedr been gummed
i g;:c‘;aol;estl-aw, the ends of which protruded beyond the paper.
over a
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made show that the remittanqe boxes _
room as soon as they were (.iehvered and
fastenings of a hox so deposited to be t

admission to the effect that, in takin
counted each bag and that th

oxes 56 bags as shown
in the invoice, and not 54 only as found on i

no reason why the story sh .
have adopted ‘in taking charge is that co
cases such as the one in question,
of by weight, and is followed, I h » 0 more than one other sub-
treasury in this district, The Police Inspector sets i
version the statements of two othe -
vicinity of the taluk office at the time,
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the Tahsildar to report on the point. Information of the deficie_ncy was at the same
time given to the General Duty Deputy Collector, Ariyalur, m whose charge the
Perambaliir taluk is, and to the police. Mr. West, the Supermteqd_ent of Police,
happened to be camping in the neighbourhood and he promptly visited the taluk

office and sealed the door of the treasury pending the return of the Tahsildar £

rom
camp and the arrival of the Deputy Collector. On the morning of st May the
pened in the presence of the above three officers, when the balance

The Tahsilday
thereupon reported to me that there was

» and the deficient Rs. 2,000
were accordingly held to be g defalcation and ordered 0
664 of the Civil Account Code, as an “ advance recoverable,’

9. The next step taken was to ask the Superintendent of P
Deputy Collector to hold g ful] inquiry into the matter. [y, West
case himself for some days, but, failing to get any clue, }‘1e pl
special duty for the purpose of collecting }nt()rmamot}. The
Tahsildar, both of whom were formerly in the Police depa
police, have been doing their utmost for several weeks pa

efalcation was perpetrated, but I regret to say that all e
evidence have proved fruitless.

6. The money was undoubtedly taken either—
(1) at the huzur treasury, or i
(%) from the cart while the remittance was being taken from P

to the huziir, or _
(3) at the Perambaltir taluk office, either when the
prepared for despatch, or some time previous]
7. No suspicion appears to rest

olice and the
worked at the
aced an Inspector on
Deputy Collector ang

erambaliiy

remittance was being
y
on the huzur treasury,

All the inquiries
were deposited in the

ouble lock strong
mpossible for the
2,000 in cash to be

for the outer aspect
condition in broad daylight.

8." As regards the other two ways in which the money may have been taken,
1 1 1 ween the Deputy Collectir ;

9. The head constable, who was the escort officer, has made g da
g charge of the pem;tt
ere were then lying iy the b

maging
ance, he looked at and

ng of the boxes at the

e head accountant and
mined him gt Perambalyr. I see

procedure he professes
ntemplgted in the Civi] Account Code in

boxes are not taken charge

» and from thi

nd then restoring it to Something
like its former condition, it 1s usually found that
little of the impression of the seal remaining on t
are delivered after g long journey by road, and

there is in the hot Weather ver
he seals whe

. 0 remittance hoxeg
I'think that 5 coin or any piece
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. - ight, under the
§ ; mpression that might, od §
. s on it would make an 1 ; t b ofteti hssd s
o metalt llaVIQ]ge:siff}:vplai:: ;()r that of the hallcf \fxiriozn-out seal tha
31 stance n . ornce.
circums of sealing boxes, &e., in a talu 1 things against the shroff, but
the pulPoS‘}3l Police Inspector has raked up segera.l llt tho(rether moral and has
10. The ot B suspect that he 1s no 2 _ 1 tha village
because there lisomefelv(;ra:i?);; Outpof a villagg remlttan;i gnli s"iﬁzge A
now and then taken a fe d because he lends money ; Kot oy
i 1 ood, an au t Trichinopoly by the P
munsif to make them good, it to his brother at (gl
: ¢ unt of it to : llow by any mea L
relmxt}teg R}]S;'Lr%r(éoo(f)?]?eml}{(;ys of the pad}loﬂis’ i&d%e?)&?t ef:)pociallyy as he is, for his
pif s et i > away with the his. 5,000, es ral years in
. o ho made away llector, who has been seve ki, :
he is the person w The Deputy Collector, Bobit hninstly
! Hebo 1. o t he has been unjustly
o e (}11(')11111]:]000(1 character and conmd“ﬁci? it w18 B ditchlt B
o du%;ion,'l%wel}:ea(ll accobuntant, without wuo?? coélllgn ofyas an honest and careful
i s A have been effected, is well sp SRt 123 Rat
) y nOthlU 08 y
thi enllpezféel:;gtat:ains'? his character the police have g
subordinate, : g

1 i ing his Inspector’s bad opinion
i lice, while sharing his : ril it
11. The Supermt?n(iggfeﬁflsﬁ?is transfer to another siz‘:;g:da:hl;i l':ﬁere B I?y
of the shroff, mercly f;’c‘f)mbalér and it is not, in fact, C(')nlted Rt [0S 1 gny
Sl emMr W,CS'G, whom I have co[?bu emittance were properly
real case against }ﬂml; that aa-bhie dasks conveying the z St o R
several occasions, thmt sO ot s interven_ed begwﬁlﬁs oie sot :n it from
v d’urlng t]l? 7 '\1Vat the huzur, it is unlikely Ftlathe matter would have soon
Perambalir and arr o a d that even had they taken 1‘1; e it
removing the money antl e factions prevailing amongst t1 s ool i
i 1l ins that the Deputy (Jollectm1 foilimman
il ol He’ Clomgaile ;a,t the beginning a_nd thaltt gg:z]s tome, however, that,
bhtangs toward tlledetection e lluded to in paragraph 8, the
i e o of the head constable a u] e
considering the admlbh}gs“ tully justified in susl)e(ﬂim'g t 1(:1 1}; e i Jenteg i
of ot Departmemd“lmion e g (;_n o thI:Lt the remittance was
of proving that the adu . discharged. Iiven granting Fsipba g prt e
el s'(mea(ycf)rlln? though there is nothing ble)zyon okl i A
carefully guarded at mg[ o case, the bags might have eetninfrequently the, a7 e
EOSRRY B B Wasl : rsons travelling by cart are 1no SN e
when cart flrlzieésllilé(wl(;gther. As to the {?(Jtt tha;fttll?é'emoney 4
of sleeping 49, i judicious distribution y
consta;)los, ngll"te;ugil\?ig;fn?}rmation against those of the othe
men of one

1 f course, be said, with any
irect evidence 1t cannot,r(‘) Cuapc, A Y
o o cort absencgoogg;:acted the Bierend Tk l};?tggrisr?nr?othi;lg, and there
degrer,of certamt}l,,’ﬁcowards the end of last'month I{)e: oo ok g
by me at P crﬁ-"mbalu ve - that the matter will ever ith the Dupity. Collocion
if, oK lltﬂel v ns of the police, and, concurring A e et
1o, 8ESpl 1R conclustlﬁat some members or other of thet}; i Seaiar tuaon prte
oghELdC I)mbabl i iece of straw that I found und%r -lthe  ANSREDER
The presence of tl?ilf)scm*ered is peculiar, but whet el1 Sl sl Bl
e dontally ot was placed here BUIPOSELY. 5 4,508, $ETET: B0 show that that
agoigienta il PN p‘shalchi or some one else, in the ai; g e
oonaLaplerand we inil securély fastened than the rest,ti amiomi oAy
PERGI P8 U8 le:s to be discussed is from whom Rle i 31 i i
- JRoRa tll’i}geésul'y Deputy Collector M.R._d)d. w.n ey Yo
b FEREeE: sk t (fk no pains to follow the rule lai : 0 Al skt oot
Avergsl, thongh hel : receipt of remittances and mefey‘ gh A g
Codan speatt W4 ](il as olbserved at the e}ld of palﬁglapthe 5 Sin | 1GHeR 78S
oy ORI exammi t,he escort officer a receipt q.nd a 'Owoice K e R
- er{)m{gh jtl?stg;: 1ilf the whole amount entei'edt lgftgfdliﬁzry b g
et im to explain his neglec e
T R aliet apah for the Board’s orders. This officer 8 bosn, i Chiag
enclose his explanation for A et Fiheton iy i
E(E s Tri&hitnoplolg’dtriiassgfy ége?léleu?he prev}zlllence of irregular practices that
be allowed to ple
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himself has fostered. I submit that he should be held primarily responsible for
making good the loss. The huzur treasurer, Vaidyanadlia Aiyar, might well have
insisted on the observance of the prescribed procedure, but I must point out that *
he had on 24th April, the date of the arrival of the remittance, held the post but
three weeks and was no doabt guided entirely by the directions of his superior. I
am doubtful whether, having regard to all the circumstances of the case, it would be
fair to call upon the taluk head accountant and shroff to bear any part of the loss.

Txcrosure No. '1,—Deputy Collector’s explanation.

Resolution—dated 22nd July 1895, No. 252/Confidential No. 75.

In its Proceedings dated 17th June 1895, Mis. No. 3007 (Confidential), the
Board passed orders on an attempt by the huzur treasurer, Trichinopoly, to tem-
porarily make away with Government money and submitted a report to Govern-
ment regarding the conduct of the Treasury Deputy Collector, M.R.Ry. A. Krish-

naswami Aiyar, in not bringing the Joss immediately to the notice of the Collector.

2. The present is a more serious case of defalcation connected with the same
district. Out of a remittance of Rs. 62,000 composed of Rs. 56,000 in cash and
Rs. 6,000 in currency notes despatehed from the taluk treasury, Perambalir, to
the huzur on the 22nd April last, two bags containing a thousand rupees each were
found to have been abstracted when the treasure was examined at ‘I'richinopoly on
the 29th idem. The consignment had reached Trichinopoly on the 24th, but the
examination was not made until the 29th because other taluk remittances also were
waiting at the huzur treasury.

3. The disappearance of the money was reported as soon as it was discovered,
i.e., on the 29th April, to the Acting Collector Mr. Elwin who examined the hox
concerned and found no sign of its having been tampered with.

4. The money could have disappeared only in one of three ways, 7.¢. (1) at the
taluk treasury by the omission to put into the boxes the full amount advised by
the taluk officials, or (2) during the journey to Trichinopoly whither the treasure
was conveyed in three country carts by a head constable and six constables while
the taluk peon who should have accompanied them took a transit cart, or (3) at the
huzur treasury where the remittance was kept for five days awaiting examination.
The last hypothesis is exceedingly improbable and the first is equally so as the
head constable in charge of the escort party admitted to the Collector that he had
seen the bags counted and put into the remittance chests. The money must have
been stolen in transit ; this is the conclusion arrived at by the Collector with whom
the Board concurs.

5. The following circumstances, each of which requires full explanation,
appear to have facilitated the theft:—

(a) The absence of the taluk peon, who, in accordance with the rules of the

* Vol. I, Article 652, and the Accountant-Gen- gWII Account Cod,e * as ‘_vell ey the
eral’s Circular IT, dated 28th January 1892. ccountant-General’s standing instruc-

tions, should have followed the treasure. *

carts instead of performing his journey by transit. The peon, however, had no
choice of route if, as appears to have been the case, he was detained at the taluk
office on duty after the escort had left with the treasure.

() The exceedingly careless manner in which the treasure was packed at the
taluk office. The nine boxes in which it was conveyed were secured by nothing
better than common bazaar padlocks and three seals on each, loosely impressed at
the taluk office. It is not surprising that the impressions on the seals were ver
faint as reported by. the Collector when the destination was reached. But the

. s Collector has not noticed that the rules
Articlo 644, Civil Account Code, and the Ac- e bi ;
countant-General’s Civenlar XVI, dated 20th ondthe subject prohibit the use of both
June 1891, padlocks and seals. Locks are required
to be placed only on’ large tumbrils or
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1 i i i — ially by rail—but for several
hich treasure is sometimes conveyed—especially or sey
clé(;iis ;Zszvalllcdistricts have been supplied with small stout chests each_ };Oldll?g]eltllgle(ll.

%rour or six bags of one thousand rupees each. These boxes should neither be locke

¢ fas "5 and secured by two pieces of hoop
nor sealed, but should be fastened with n?rloix ’ neach v m'hiZh i g

Axticle 644, Civil Account Code, Vol. I. pletely round the box at right angles to

the other, the four ends meeting in the centre and being there riveted through Wit}l
a copper ’rivet” so as to make the opening of them a m.att,er not of utter 1mpossi-
bilitI;,p but of time and difficulty, requirirllg (llalack:nin_th g &;)ols. ({X:l :. é\;ll‘;};lig
anti 1 atching office and th
Jcaution each box has to be weighed at the desp g _
ﬁ:ircemtlol(l))g recorded by the remitting officer and acknowledged by the police escort

$ se1vi ticer. The last named officer is further required by
dspallign by R e a circular * of the Accountant-Greneral,

* No. XV, dated 20th June 1691, though not by the .Code, to note the
: i i i t off the detailed examination
£ baos received 1n case he is obliged to put oif :
2%1 Ecrll}zle;e(;nittaﬁlce for a day later than the date of receipt. When large tumbrils

: is di . in their case the escort officer is
; used, the procedure 18 different ;
B R P , : required to count the bags as they are

Articles 650 and 651 of the Civil Account Code.  laced in and the receiving treasury
officer is required to do the same invariably before acknowledging receipt.

6. If the treasure had been properly packed, theft would }{EV:G bgfentllnlpf)ls)s1ple
without such complicity on the part of the police guard as o ]ulstl y ?eut e;'lsle;g
held responsible jointly and severally ; this cannot be done m lfllef pri'is(.znb ce 1
The Collector should report the huzur and taluk officers 1*e:§p0ﬁls_1' e for this drfefm
of rule in view to the whqle or a portion of the amount lost being recovered irom
them in proportion to their pay. g o :

llector’s letter brings to notice various other irregularities, an
altho%v}?z{?esg(zlo not seem to have %n any way contributed to the loss in t!ledpresenz
instange, steps must be taken to prevent their recurrence. For 1nsta_nc?, 1t does 1.1oh
appear to be the practice in the taluk offices of the Trwhmopql_y dl.stuct lfo IVVCIg“
each remittance box, as required by the rules, before despat_chmg it to fl e1 ﬁzux.
1t is true taluk treasuries are nob supplied, as huzur treasuries are, with platiorm

weiching machines ; but, as noted in Board’s Proceedings, dated 27th January 1892,
= =)

, weioht of boxes can always be approximately stated. The Treasury
ggpi‘?); t(l}lcilll‘gct(?r, Trichinopoly, think}; that the attention of taluk (zlﬂi'cel';; WgsllxlOt
drawn to that Board’s Proceedings at the time when it was received 1n be o8 ec-
tor’s office, but the rules in the Account Code as to qughmg remli‘::ﬁnci OM?? are
explicit, and if & Tahsildar did not know how to weigh bglzclclzs wi 10u t'a rmfv?lly
machine, it was his duty to have asked for instructions. e explanation of the

taluk officials should be obtained on this point also.

_ The Treasury Deputy Collector is also reported to have omitted to weigh
the b%)xes on receipt};s r(?qui};ed by article 651 of the Civil P;cco.unt Code, Vol. I,
and to count the bags as required by the Accountant-Greneral’s Circular, No. XVI,
dated 20th June 1891, when he foresaw that there would be delay 1n examning
the treasure. The provisions of the Code and the Accountant-Greneral’s circular

must be strictly acted up to in future. :
9. A copy of these Proceedings will be submitted for the information of
Government.
(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) L. M. WYNCH,
: Secretary.

To the Collector of Trichinopoly.
G nt, Revenue Department,
At H o, o::irt?lmle onclosure in original to be returned.

5 B Accountant-General.

‘11:." TP
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Order—Mis. No. 3284, Revenue, dated 15th August 1895.

Recorded pending the receipt of further Proceedings with reference to the ®

reports called for in paragraphs 6 and 7 of the Proceedings read above

(True Extract.)

. (Signed)  E. GIBSON,

Secreta :
To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue.) YL SRavammmaan,

Reap—also the following Proceedings of the Board of
. g R
Mis. No. 4669/Confdl. No. 103, dated 17th é)ept;g%rgelgagr:d Revenue),

Read—Iletters from the Collector of Trichinopol
hinopoly, dated 7tl
on C. Nos. 1429/Rev. and 1140/Rev. AR e

Resolution—Mis. No. 4669/Confdl. No. 103, dated 17th September 1895

With his first letter read above, dated Tth S
bove, eptember 189!
11\310. 1214;29/Rev., the Collector of Trichinopoly submits t}[ie explznatSi?):; cliﬁ%d (;'n -
oard’s Proceedings, No. 252, dated 22nd July 1895, regarding the disappearzlr;::r;

of Rs. 2,000 out of a remittance of Rs. 62,000 d : !
treasur}; in April last. The Collect?)r ﬁl’lds— AR R Sty iy

. (1) that the taluk head accountant and shroff jol i
detaining the taluk peon who should have accompanicdw’:g: x!gxl::ittli?eym;:cfl‘)onsmle 9
)

(2) that the insecure method of packing the treasure chests improperly

adopted has been usual not only in Trich istri in si
o e T y richinopoly district, but in six other districts

(3) that the taluk head accountant and
. a SI ﬁ \ x
responsible for having used worthless padlocks inst:z‘t(zl ofws(;r;exl'ligr eover SF it
apparently there was a supply in the taluk cutcherry AR ORISR

(4) that the Treasury Deputy Collector M.R.R :
. ; RRv.A. K o R
st 2 et o o M ety G
v L regarding the packing of remittances, and i 251 ‘ular
Accou§t Code, but not for failure to communicate to 'I,‘alllgil(fafrsAlligga’?% el
}bngs, o;A4:Oil dated 27th January 1892, regarding the weighment of :e Iz(zceed-
oxes. At the same time the Collector points out that the same omi e 7o
occurred in most other districts of the Presidency, if not in all ; an(i) e

J

(5) that the loss of Government money sl :

1d i
Treasury Deputy Collector, the taluk head acc}(r)un}c(z)zllllt agfl ;}:Zlgﬁd ﬁamoglg 254
Collector does not state in what proportion it should be recovered fromro ezzchut i

2. In the second paper read above M.R.Ry. A. Krishnaswami Aiyar intimates

his readiness to retire, as directed in the Government Order communicated with *

Board’s Proceedings, No. 3586, dated 18th July 1895 i

is called upon to refund any portion of the Pegamba]’li:'nﬁ)s;eclllge?f;th%tel‘r)le:rg:ls':ths
to remain sufficiently long in the service. As regards the explanzcion Ifurnilshgd
by the Treasury Dfaputy Collector it is clearly proved, both from this case and fro
that reported on in Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 8007/Confdl. No. 56, d tlal
17th June 1895, that he has been careless and apathetic to such an extent :: Git
lead to serious loss of public money, and the Board is therefore not pre ar-s to
recommend his continuance in the service. It considers that M.R.R 1 Ap Ke' 10
naswami Aiyar’s alternative request to be allowed to retire should be a};-ted. ns}(i
that his responsibility for the recent defalcations at the Trichinopoly treasur OIIl anld
be enforced by a reduction of his pension to the extent of, say, Rs. 5 per n?:ei;%l:n

AR AR AR AR AR AR AR AR AR ARSI o

3. In the case of the taluk officials (the head accountant and the shroff) who

re to blame than other officials in the same situation
do not appear to have bog me nferior locks for the remiftance boxes, the

MHota & : 1 having used very infer? ] . ) ;
‘13;22‘;51 etlifi’nf;cflll);tuéh; endgs of discipline will be satisfied by their being fined a

's pay each. ; j
mont: nssIIr)l 1}; ‘o concluding part of his letter Mr. Andrew brings to notice certain
diﬂicuities in connection with the wqxghment of boxes and con_S1d<_3rs that the
escort officer should be invariably required to be present at the weighing 1n of the
bags of coin. The Board has partly dealt with this subject already m 1ts Progend-
infs 0. 303, dated 19th Auvgust 1895 which the Collector has acknowledged in an
carlier portion of his letter; but as the Accountant-General has recently addressed

the Board touching the same matter, it proposes to deal more fully with it in
separate Proceedings.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) L. M. WYNCH,
Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
with two original letters and enclosures (eight in number) to be returned.

—_—

Orper—No. 12, Revenue, dated 15th January 1896.

In the last of the Proceedings read above the Board of Revenue submits its
final report regarding the disappearance of Rs. 2,000 from a remittance of Rs. 62,000

sent from the taluk treasury at Perambalir to the Trichinopoly treasury in April
last, together with the explanations of the ta luk and huzur officials responsible for
the defalcation.

9. The papers leave little room for doubt that the money was stolen in transit
while in charge of the police escort; and the theft was facilitated, and the detection
of the thief rendered difficult, by a wholesale disregard of the rules relating to the
packing and despatch of specie remittances prescribed in Chapter XXXI of the Civil
Account Code as modified and supplemented by the Accountant-General’s Circulars
No. 16, dated 20th June 1891, and No. 11, dated 28th January 1892. The treasure
boxes were locked and sealed instead of being fastened by nails and bound by iron

hoops, and they were secured by worthless padlocks although locks of a superior

kind were available in the taluk office. The boxes were not weighed at the

despatching treasury in the presence of the officer in charge of the escort nor were

they accompanied by 2 taluk peon as required by the rules. At the receiving

treasury the boxes were not weighed prior to the issue off the acquittange c.er'tiﬁcate
to the escort, nor were they opened and the bags contained weighed individually

when it was found that the detailed examination of the remittance could not be
undertaken on the day of receipt. It appears from the papers that the rules

referred to above have not been observed in the district as regards remittances

from sub-treasuries.

3. The Government agrees with the Collector and the Board in considering
that of the six persons from whom explanations have been taken the Huzur
Preasurer and the Tahsildar should be acquitted of blame, as .also the taluk peon,
who could not have known anything of the rules and was not 1nstmcted to accom-

any the remittance. The taluk head accountant and the shroff are responsible
for having detained the peon and for_ having used worthless padlocks ; but the
officer chiefly to blame in the matter is the Treasury Deputy Collector M.R.Ry.
A. Krishnaswami Aiyar whose duty it was to have enforced the nstructions of
the Accountant-General and the rules of the Account Code, and whose lax super-
vision was the cause of the irregularities noticed above. The explanations submitted
by this officer are unsatisfactory, and his failure to reform the practice in the

district as regards specie remittances, and to bring it into conformity with the

i G
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instructions in the Accountant-General’s Circular of 1891, which was issued with
reference to a defalcation which occurred in the Deputy Collector’s own time in a
remittance from the Trichinopoly treasury is altogether inexcusable.

4. The Government therefore agrees with the Board in considering that

: M.R.Ry. A. Krishnaswami Aiyar should not be allowed to continue in service any

longer; his application for a retiring pension is accepted and will be forwarded to
the Accountant-General for report.

5. The other recommendations made by the Board for enforcing the respon-
sibility of the officers at fault, viz., that the taluk head accountant and the shroff
should each be fined a month’s pay, and that the pension of the Treasury Deputy
Collector should be reduced by Rs. 5 are however, in the. opinion of Government,
altogether inadequate. His Excellency the Governor in Council has carefully
considered the matter and is of opinion that as the loss in the present case was
wholly due to a disregard of the rules prescribed, it should be made good by the
officers responsible in the following proportions:—Rs. 1,500 by the Treasury
Deputy Collector by monthly deductions of Rs. 75 from" Lis pension (the amount
of which will be de’cerminedy in the Pension department) and Rs. 500 by the taluk
head accountant and the shroff in proportion to their pay in suitable monthly
instalments.

6. Asalready remarked there seems to be little doubt that money was abstracted
from the remittance while in transit, but no information is afforded as to the probable
complicity of the police escort in the defalcation. The head constable in charge
of the escort is said to have lately cashed notes to a large amount, and the Govern-
ment is of opinion that further inquiry in this direction is necessary. The Collector
will report further on this point. '

7. It appears from Mr. Andrew’s letter that the disregard or misconception of
the rules which has led to the present defalcation is not confined to Trichinopoly ;
the Board is requested to draw the attention of all Collectors to the necessity of
satisfying themselyes that the rules are properly understood and observed. Board’s
Standing Order No. 235 should also be amended as suggested by Mr. Andrew.
The separate Proceedings referred to in the concluding portion of paragraph 4 of
the Board’s Proceedings last read above should be submitted for the information

of Government.
N

Secretary to Government.

(True Extract.)

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue),
with ten enclosures.
»  Accountant-General (with application).
»  Judicial Department.
»  Pension Department.

bl ) Shusrpy -

50 Copics.

Exd. S J. Pereira.
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