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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

i S

Reap—again the following G.O., Mis. No. 2033, Revenue, dated 22nd May
1895 :—

) Read—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Mis.
| No. 2279, dated 6th May 1895 :—

a Read—the following letter from E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichi-
_ nopoly, to the Secretary to the (Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated 2nd
May 1895, Current No. 1420/Rev.:——

? I have the honour to report that, on the afternoon of 29th ultimo, a deficiency
of Rs. 2,000 was discovered in a remittance received from the Perambalir taluk.
The remittance consisted of nine boxes stated to contain 56,000 rupees in cash
and 6,000 rupees in currency notes. The boxes, as soon as they arrived at the
huzur treasury on 24th ultimo, were lodged in the double lock strong room for safe
custody, their seals and fastenings being apparently in good order.
9. The remittance was not taken up for examination until 29th ultimo, because
3 remittances previously received from other taluks were pending at the date of its
5 receipt and their examination was finished only on Saturday the 27th. On being
J opened one of the boxes which should have contained Rs. 6,000, or six bags
of whole rapees, was found to contain but four bags, or Rs. 4,000.

3. The Tahsildar of Perambalir was at once directed to report whether there
was any surplus in his sub-treasury to cover the deficiency found here. His report,
just received, is to the effect that there is no such surplus, and the amount has
been charged in the cash book under article 664 of the Civil Account Code as
an “ advance recoverable” pending the result of the inquiry which the Deputy
Collector in charge of the division, the Superintendent of Police and myself are
making. '

4. A full report will be forwarded as soon as the inquiry is completed.

.

1, Resolution—Mis. No. 2279, dated 6th May 1895.
a8 o Recorded.
i 9. The further report promised in the Collector’s letter is awaited.

3. The Board observes that this is the second occasion on which a defalcation
has been reported from this district within a very short space of time——vide Board’s
Proceedings, No. 1882, dated 17th April 1895. The Collector’s reports upon both

defalcations should be expedited.
(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed)  R. C. C. CARR,
Ag. Secretary.

Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
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Order--Mis. No. 2033, Revenue, dated 22nd May 1895.
Recorded.
(True Extract.)

(Signed)  G. S. FORBES,

Ag. -
To the Accountant-General. g: Secretary.

Reap—again G.O., Mis. No. 2758, Revenue, dated 11th July 1895.

Asstracr.—Passing orders on papers relating to the defalcati 5
Trichinopoly on the 3rd April 1895. i elalcations in the Huzur treasury at

P

Resap—again the following G.0., Mis. No. 2939, Revenue, dated 24th July 1895

Read—the following letter from F. C. HARRISON, Esq. lati
General to the Government of Madras, to the ge’cgag?}irtticgg(}f})%z;ﬁ?ltan:-
Revenue Department, dated Fort St. George, 11th July 1895, No Cleg?,
With reference to my letter to Government, No. 1595, date
1895, I have the honour to make the following remarks on (1), the de(}’atlléztigolrfav{ﬁgﬁ
occurred at the Huzur treasury, T'richinopoly, on the 3rd April 1895, (2) the
deficiency found in a remittance made to the same treasury by the sub-tre,asur 7 at
Perambalir on the 22nd April 1895. b

2. A report on the former case was submitted to Government by the Board of
Revenue (Land Revenue) in its Proceedings, Mis. No. 3007/Confdl. No. 56, dated
17th June 1895 ; the final report on the latter case has only just (on the 7th instant)
been forwarded to the Board by the Collector. In this communication, however,
I propose dealing with both cases, as the incidents occurred in the same treasury,
though the treasurer was not the same, the one concerned in the first case having
been suspended on the 5th April 1895.

3. As regards the defalcation of the 3vd April, I may observe that the Collec-
tor’s first report left points to be cleared, which necessitated my obtaining from him
a second report, copy of which I enclose for the information of Government
(letter No. 1140 E, Revenue, dated 7th July 1895, with enclosure). The balance
of the 2nd April (apparently verified by Mr. Rawson some time on the 3rd) in the
treasurer's hands amounted to Rs. 1,078-1-0. If it be a fact that the balance
of the treasurer had been for some time under Rs. 2,000 and he had not access to
the double lock balance or to the unshroffed 'coin, then the deficiency could not
have been a *chronic” one. It would therefore follow that the treasurer (or one
of his subordinates) embezzled the money on a day of inspection and then on the
evening of the same day informed against himself. * I cannot accept this view, and
it appears from the Collector’s second report that he does not believe that the
Treasury Deputy Collector had for some time past properly verified the treasurer’s

balance or observed with strictness the rules of the Account Code relating to the, «

custody of money. I therefore incline, like the Collector, to the belief that the
defalcation ‘was “‘ chronic” or, at any rate, not committed on the day of inspection
The conduct of the Treasury Dt-aputy Collector in not acquainting either Mr. Rawsm;
or Mr. Andrew with the deficiency the same day was most indefensible. .

4. There can be no question that the remittance defalcation was made possi

i i ossibl
by a Whole§a]e dlsregarfl of the ordinary rules emphasized and summarize({) ilsxsh I'e
Rawlin’s Circular No. )&_VI, datgd QOth June 1891, which was issued on the dis:
covery of a defaleation in a remittance in this district in the time of this Treasury

Deputy Collector.

5. As the journey from Perambalir to Trichinopoly took 48 hour .
tance should have been secured in boxes nailed dowlx)x gnd fastenedo11[1>lys’irtc}>]:13 rlf;;gs
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riveted at the junctions. This was not done but the bags were placed in boxes
locked by a country bazaar lock and sealed by a faint seal. Contrary also to rule,
the boxes were not weighed before despatch.

6. The Treasury Deputy Collector also did not weigh the boxes on receipt,
although the circular above referred to expressly required this to be done. As the
defaleation was made entirely in one box and must have amounted to about one-
third of the correct contents, itis obvious that the most casual weighing would
have brought to light the deficiency.

7. Considering that the boxes were not nailed down, but were locked with
country locks, and that the seals were faint, it was, I think, clearly the duty of the
Treasury Deputy Collector to have counted the bags in the boxes as there was
every possibility of the remittance having been tampered with on the way. By
not making any examination, he relieved the escort of all responsibility.

8. In any case, it seems to me that the two defalcations taken together show
a great laxity in treasury management for which the Treasury Deputy Collector
is primarily responsible.

e ——

ExcrLosuRrEs.

From E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichinopolﬁ, to the Accountant-General,
Madras, dated ‘I'richinopoly, 7th July 1895, R.C. No. 1140 (¢) Rev.

With reference to your letter, No. 1597, dated 21st June 1895, I have the honour to forward
herewith the Treasury Deputy Collector’s office-note No. B., dated 6th July 1895, replying to
the points raised by you.

9. The first point is, I think, sufficiently elucidated by the Treasury Deputy Collector.

3. As to the second point, the Treasury Deputy Collector appears to scout the idea of a
¢ chronic deficiency,” but my own impression is that he has been for a long time past placing
undue confidence in his subordinates and neglecting various rules of the Civil Account Code and
it is in my opinion highly probable that he frequently neglected to make anything more than a
very superficial examination of the treasurer’s balance.

4, The third point deals with the handling by the treasurer of the unshroffed coin ; and, as to
this too, I have grave doubts whether the rules have been complied with by the Treasury Deputy
Collector. {

5. Last point: The records of this office ghow - that the matter of the treasurer’s indebted-
ness was duly reported to the Board of Revenue; that the man was granted long leave so as to
enable him to make arrangements to discharge his liabilities ; and that he was not allowed to
return to duty until he had produced some evidence, which was accepted as satisfactory, that he
had retrieved his position.

—

Office-note from M.R.Ry. A. KRISHNASWAMI AIYAR, Avargal, Treasury Deputy
Collector, Trichinopoly, to the Collector of Lrichinopoly, dated 6th July 1895, No. B.

[ Reference.—Collector’s footnote, R.C. No. 1140/95 (d), dated 29th June 1895, to Accountant-
General’s letter, No. 1597, dated 21st June 1895, directing the Treasury Deputy Collector to
report on certain points raised by the Aceountant-General. |

I beg to reply as follows :—

9. Answer to 2nd paragraph of the Accountant-General’s letter.—The balance in which the
deficiency was discovered was not the one examined by Mr. Rawson. The deficiency was dis-
covered in the closing balance of the 3rd A.pril, while the balance examined by Mr. Rawson was
the closing one of the previous day.

3. The actual transfer of charge to Mr. Rawson by Mr. Andrew was in the afternoon of the
3rd, but the former began to count the treasury in the forenoon of the 3rd with the closing balance
of the 2nd, because the quantity of cash and stamps to be examined was very large and likely to
ocoupy from four to five hours. His examination terminated that day at 3 or 3-30 .M. The trans-
actions of the 3rd were not going on, nor had they commenced when Mr. Rawson arrived at the
treasury for examination. = After the transactions of the 3rd were over, and when I was waiting
for the balance sheet (form No. 38) of that day, the treasurer came and told me that the cash

resent showed a deficiency. The transactions with the double locl.( had then been over and the
strong room sealed. There was no unshroffed coin on the evening of the 3rd, nor did any
unshroffed coin remain in the possession of the treasurer when his balance was examined by



A
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Mr. Rawson. -The unshroffed coin (Rs. 20,000) which formed
2nd, and which had been placed in the single lock room f

the treasury.

4. Answer to 3rd paragraph of the Accountant-General’s
there could have been a “ chronic deficienoy ” of over Rs. 2,000
tion the treasurer’s balance used to be verified by me roughly e

last day of the week, and it was generally less than Rs. 2,000
previous to the 3rd,

5. Answer to 4th paragraph of the Accountant-General’
treated as part of the balance under double lock an

room. The police gnard i
* Two of the double lock room on two different padlocks, P g Seal:ﬁzkor:%l:h:‘:;ﬁ?gt

they took charge of four *

of that day, Ip my letters to the Accountaxnt.
t Letters Nos. 222 of 29th January 1894 and 468 of 22nd = 3€neral quoted in the mar

in,* I have alread
February 1394, brought to his notice the : i

overerowded state of
‘ the double lock strong room and sought his
permission to have it extended. In one of those letters, viz., No. 222, dated 29th J. anuary 1894,

I also brought to his notice that packed remittance bhoxes had once to be put into the single lock
room for want of space in the double lock room, and that both my own and - the treasurer’s seals
were on that occasion affixed to the padlock of that room in consequence of the contents of that
room exceeding Rs. 5,000. Unshroffed coin is never treated as part of the treasurer’s balance
and it is given out for examination in my presence. The double lock strong room has now been
extended and there will be no more oceasion to keep unshroffed, &e., coins in the single lock.

6. The treasurer’s indebtedness was a fact known to me since 1890 or 1891 when the
matter was reported by the Collector to the Board, and he was compelled to remain on leave till
he proved that he fairly retrieved his position. He returned to duty after proving that he

fairly retrieved his position. The correspondence connected with the subject are in the General
branch of the Collector’s office.

and two of the single lock room on one padlock,

Order—Mis. No. 2939, Revenue, dated 24th J uly 1895,

Recorded pending the receipt of the Board’
remittance from the sub-treasury at Perambalir.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  E. GIBSON,
Secretary to Government.

s report on the deficiency in the

To the Accountant-Greneral. -
»  Board of Revenue (Land Revenue).

Resap—again the fdllowing G.O., Mis. No. 3284, Revenue,
© 1895 :—

Bead—the following Proceedings of the Board

of Revenue (Land Revenue)
No. 252/Confdl. No. 75, dated 22nd July 1845,

Read—again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue
dated 6th May 1895,

dated 15th August

(Land Revenue) Mis. No. 227 9,

Read—also the following letter from E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of
Trichinopoly, to the Secretary to the Com

missioners of Land Revenue,
dated Tth July 1895, Ref. on C. No. 1429 /Rev. :—

9/Rev., dated 2nd May,
rther report therein promised about the deficiency
of Rs. 2,000 that was discovered on 29th April ; I 1

part Off the closing balance of thf
or want o in the doubls lock
room had been brought to the double lock strong room on the 8rd ‘beforseP !ﬁi.hllzawson Ziﬁsed it

letter—T do not quite see how
as before the date of the defalca-
very evening and in detail every
and had been so for several days

s letter.-~U_nshroffed coin is always
Pl st pathot s Fatooy , and ontereq as such in form No. 38 und kept

it .there it used to be lodged in the
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} d-quarters

2. On 22nd April, during the Tahsqdar’s ab‘segléz%(f)x(*)oill tlézstliﬂ;i{dhtlag& ((311’000 i
s . remittance, supposed to consist of Rs. g A e head: accouptant
gllll‘crael‘l‘lg}” anotes, g Rs. b “cias f(%g:‘}: d’tﬁléesub)-};reasury to the huzur.
Sundararaja Rau andr; h;;,ciher&) fifn (3?1:’:;11:1&11 but strong remittance b?_XGS, le‘;kﬁ
The cash "md.nlotes, e ulred by a padlock and a piece of tape ke ;n%oth was
SRR e lbw‘lb lsP;f‘he tape was sealed at either end, and “hblt t(l) : (éseal il
s o thletl OX.adlock and fastened with a seal. There were t 1le& 111D t; iretigents
:BV;(?iP%?S( 1‘ourBl(1e tlﬁrlzae carts that were emplotyegg’fg f:ax:;))lrl]tglz '15)0;\;1650 se off, about 48
shortly after noon al'll‘dl re'ac(llli%d ]f};: gg:lé{ blCetWCel}l, sunset and sunriise} ﬁqd ":lfilt'g
hours_afterwards. ) ]e'%rht in front of the Padalur P"hc? station, “:ucl 11{8 qlice
drawn up for the ﬁr% ?1? the second night outside the ’lmchm_opolyl t];l u ~Poalso
close to the road, ar} m(r)tls bringing & remittance.from the Mumf'_l tz uf 1;“:;1&3 .
station, wl'lere some %ad been entrusted to a police escort‘cornlpnjie 0 el
hallt)llngﬁbdp E? llii):]itl Sahib and six other constialzle]s. h'zlx (lllfqulgi c}(if(:?:e oo
stable Abd-ul Majd = aid fiect that he had taken Charge -
%i\’cn ttlalaeclfaggkxﬁ?i]cclllall)sori Ec?l(;zlc})t;e;?sﬂilr? geood order and into which Rs. 62,000 in

0xes,

- : 3 < d-
»d Gopalasami, had been deputed, in accor
ol hagfosh P o0 Plier(l)g,igatlll:;ddgt(.)rlzst, to take the keys of the padlocks of

. S p iled exami-
ance with the customn preval e , present there when the detailed ¢
the treasure boxes to the hazurdndbo bé) prase This man did not start with the

i 1 as proceeded with. ! o
nat;on 1(1)31 tz};:c;ri:;;trtl;ntﬁfex‘l‘;dilllroughout th(z jg);xr{lczf,rizllsq I1:1 gigﬂlo}o l;l(zﬁg;n I;u;}}git;
carts’ a n ine of 28rd April
P'emmbamr b}, trlr‘?'li];llxgnggogf 18?11 lzi:égfollowing day t‘he constaﬁ;les :l:nd g;(flé)(;%r;
RSN Ouicsu e‘elves at the huzur treasury. The Treasury elg: gce S
O 10;11-57 tllle boxes weighed or the bags counted in accord nice: T e
negh_aqted tof' la,\t?cle 651 of the Civil Account Code, and cnntell)ltej 1m:1s‘he o
ey 01 =a'11‘11'ea%ufcr to examine the outer qon_dltlon of thi {)Mi{s. B, il
i;]e:ggcft(:sgdt é:; be illAtIlCt, the boxes Wergdptlaced ;g;lldﬁ qtllg.)d(())é)l(l)) ﬁa(?cbe:l,l de{fivered

1 't ni ces satd to conte 8. 62,0 A
z.md?L rece_ipt St'am:;gwg’zzfl 1tlcl)nt€i1(}: ﬁzzil sc:mstab]e in charge of the escort gl;atli;lé . ')1“3}11:
H:ﬂ%gg (il(l)(;l(lhile‘f‘:': i'lc?lg I;lace, but the peon stayedﬁt 'ltleillx{l:(‘?gﬁlg;l tl(])ascxlv;;i; s a%) i
1tte 3 m other

?ng b et Abx;(l)ll;;ﬁel;flgii?;ﬁ: ;ggticular remittance was not1 taken1 1:1p bf:r
iy e D W_(irggih April, when the peon attended, hand_ed over t le] sea e'nt 4 t%
S uniﬁl of thrzz pt’zdlocks, and watched thfa examination qf' t 1’3 codoﬁble
i '{‘i)ésT‘reasul'er superintended the opening of the boxestlgd 1tehe i
of the boxes. m, the Treasury Deputy Collector being seat?d JHStt}?uts;v :re X %ned
i St&'fmg r O(c)r (’)f some routine business. The .hrst two )oz.ie.;s ?I‘ oTReLE (l]_) he
e 18&)(3“130rrect number of bags as shown 1n the mvome.‘l }1‘ n content;
contamc: : lI(latained but four instead of six bags of Rs. l,f)()Otea(, (¥

1(;?\5?(;, ile’nf:rining boxes were next examined and found correct.

an
3. The Treasury Deputy Collector came over t?H ;n}l;r gﬁfﬁ v:ﬁ%mllllltn th};
undue' delay and told me of the}fact of tl;e J}eftiﬁ:zellfr))e it con%a.ining e i
eon who a(11m1§t(;$la§e:0é‘:ﬁ§::n’cc ;ratofm}{): 2,000, though the box was gppax:ntl%r nllr;
remlttancetle;e, being opened. I went over to the treasury an mah edeb 3
good order behm(:asulteg in my coming to the conclusion that the bo(fe:h ?’t g; :
i e W'}nfl '; the double Tock strong room on their receipt an - tie Iln e
duly flep0511§ebll that the deficiency of Rs. 2,000 discovered Ln (i)ne oin .
e i 1(? tion in the huzur treasury. I looked at the l;)xt ¥ l?d fiofs
fhigofo 1 defa&a lea,ls There was nothing about 1t to showlr tka it ha B
its padlock an tls woh. on the other hand, I found that the pat} oe 1:;&:cas; ?‘t 1coa g
{)amperedtzggl,wolr(’)chgbht a few annas, such as 1t 18 dn;)}‘ia(%lgilceu];;gl - ":lr)le 11id e &_
azaar ar PR e
s L sealslboref :)ﬁgczgfgzts,fa&ﬁﬂ:?fhose on,the other boxes, had been gummed.
cating the va 1{10813&“, the ends of which protruded bey'ond the paper. ]
Ty fi t’ inclined to think that the deficiency might be due to t;e
; d4. tI lw (f:tg;tiorrf of two bags at the sub-treasury and sent an urgent message to
accidenta




admission to the effect that, in takin

counted each bag and that there were th
in the invoice, and n

huzur treasury. His
shroff and he adhered t

made ready to be placed on the carts.
of the length of time the head constabl
suddenly came upon one of the constables the othe
the head constable was there, he replied that he ¢
As to the possibility of tampering with a hox ap
like its former ¢ oul the hot weather ve
little of the impression of the seal remaining on the seals wh
are delivered after g long journey by road, and I think ¢ a

e N
6
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the Tahsildar to report on the point. Information of the de

time given to the General Duty Deputy Collector, Ariyalur

Perambaliir taluk is, and to the police. Mr, West, th
happened to he camping in the neighbourhoogi and he
office and sealed the door of the treasury pending the return of the Tahsildar
camp and the arrival of the Deputy Collector. On the morniy
treasury was opened in the presence of the above three offi

s In whose charge
e Superintendent of Po]

8 no surplus, and the deficient Rs, 2,000
were accordingly held to be a defalcatio

n and ordered to he treated, under article
ount Code, as an “ advance recoverable.”

X p taken was to ask the Superintendent of Pol
Deputy Collector to hold a full inquiry into the matter, [y, West
case himself for some days, but, failing to get any clue, he pl

rpose of collecting }nformatwr‘l. The

1ce and the
worked at the
aced an Inspector on
Deputy Collector ang
police, have been doing thei
efalcation was Perpetrated, but I re
evidence have proved fruitless,

6. The money was undoubtedly taken either—
(1) at the huzur treasury, or
() from the cart while the remi

, to the huzir, or
(3) at the Perambaliir taluk o
prepared for despatch,
7. No suspicion appears to rest
made show that the remittance boxes
toom as soon as they were delivered

ttance was being taken from Perambaliir

flice, either when the

. remittance was being
or some time previoug]

v
on the huzu_r treasury. Al the Inquiries
were deposited in the double lock strong

© next to impossible for the

The former considers it probable th
escort guard were the offenders,

9. The head con

at some members
while the latter susp

stable, who was the escort ¢

: ¥ fficer, has made g damaging
g charge of the

remittance, he looked at and

en lying in the boxes 56 bags as shown

ot 54 only as found on f],q opening of the boxes gt the
statement is corroborateq by the

0 it when I recently examineq him

uld not tell, even approximately.

d then restoring it to Something

ondition, it is usually found that there is in

€D remittance hoxes
t a coin or any piece

—
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ficiency was at the same

the
ice,
promptly visited the talyk
from
g of Ist May the
cers, when the balance
counts. The Tahsilday
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. i : ight, under the
d X mpression that might,
: lines on it would make an 1 4 fhof hued e
of met&i li?(?;x:ge:sifle;vpalss for that of the hall(f xf;’iorn-out seal that is o
b ms a 2 - 0 b Ce.
tllll;zc;urpose of sealing boxes, &, 1111*: t:Illllp s(,)everal things against the shroiz, g‘ﬂ’
\ : setor has rake . ther moral and has
10. The Police Inspec spect that he is not altogethe :
. 88 suspec . : llage
because there ITFSOmef;;fl :iget:s Outlof a village remittance gnld ci;l:?l(i Iicx};esa‘,,llt ag 1
o a.nd then—tagﬁl-lrs oood, and because he leads ey neﬁr fo 011:?l si) the taluk peon
mun_s1f to mag?)() en agcour’lt of it to his brother at h%t ;ni)l};w.‘/ b ¥, T Lo
e e (f)flle keys of the padlocks, 13 d%e?)(l)l(;) e:) ociallyy as he 1s, for his
i hz}d Charg?nowho made away with the lllxs.tw v };o LI;S been several years in
he is the persc m. The Deputy Collector, wk justly
iti vell-to-do man. S 1d considers that he has been unjustly
posx’cl.m},.a well Lo ood character and cons A0 18 'Be dificalt or
e dlvliion"l%g ?:e;lclln;.caéfuntant, without whoaiia conllg}]lc;;); sltq;:r(ﬁmest s iy
suspected. | ffected, is well spo widk
to have been e ; . re nothing to say.
th(f) enllgf:’cz(}:el;fgtmrainst his character the police have no g Y
suborc ) @5

i . ) ! d opinion
The Superintendent of Police, while sharmigr lll:t{:t]i?r?c:soi: l?:s deI;lings
g }flfe g}')cl r recommends his transfer to a?o-ttlecontended that there is any
O§ g]g Shmt l’iilrrllds ig Perambalir, and ltl . nDIt, 11:\ : cc:)nqulted about the affair on
veal caso against him, Mr. West, whom I have cons itt rl
. ) ? § . : ance were properly
real case against him. ) L] rts conveying the remitt : :
ions ks that as the ca tween their setting out from
several occasions, thin iohts that intervened between b o
ing the two nights it is unlikely that his men had any han
guarded d’urlllg‘ ival at the huzur, it is unlkely 1 ] tter would have soon
Perambaliir and arriva o had they taken it, the ma : .
. ~ that even had th ¥ stables of the Peram
removing the nlo_negft?)llt(he factions prevailing an}‘O{l]gbz tll‘learcl(()in:g; i g A
{;)Ollne t;) 11.;;’1:1: O‘I?Yll‘;‘%omplains that the Deputy (J({)tl(:z(;tothey did not render proper
alir station. : E he beginning an h ‘that
iy . f the case at the beg leation. It seems tome, however, :
prejacioad oW he detection of the defalcation. ded to in paragraph 8, the
assistance towards the d head constable alluded to 1 . d
¢ . ! : sion of the hea : he police guard the burden
considering the admission justified in suspecting the p ) ; i
St vas fully justifie 7ily on the police and that burden
Revenue Department was tully J s false lay heavily on the p ; as
Hrovi at the admission wa y aanting that the remittance i
of proving that th ily discharged. Iiven granting £ the police
. storily discharg ! ing beyond the word of the po
has not been satisfactc hough there is nothing bey : daytime
arded at night, thoug oW e been removed in the daytim
carefully guarded at nig the bags might have ; Y tho hahit
such was the case o . frequently in the habi
to show that b_uchgv:;sd e : travelling by cart a:etlné):elgrg ?a ctionZ Ak g
when cart Sh‘wler‘l ot weather. As to the fact tha f tll money would prevent the
of sleeping 1in t & xlne that a judicious distribution o ) t;fe e
consta;)leﬁ;e ng:f;ugiving information against those o
men o1 0

1 ‘ be said, with any
irect evidence 1t cann()t,'gf course, 28 0000
12. In the abselxﬁo‘)iig;:racted the Rs. 2,000. l}l?tpgrissnfitﬁ?r?gli e maglo
degree Otf igflr :1?111]1])‘;}1,1”11 towards the end of last ﬁl%ﬁ li)e:ud:ared o i | thers
y fowii b : the matter wi : . ol
is) F httlelhqpﬁs t(}]fashe police, and, concurring Wllt_h ths(i3 £f§:;{hggulpﬁts’_
to accept the conelustllo at some members or other of the pol 110%) 21 sk the sl
SR, probab] . 1iece of straw that I found under f:h'({h a il gtohubos & mhish
The presence of tl%i};covered 18 peculiar, but Wh(_ethell ereed aipck e sdodid
the_geﬁ:ﬁf;c}(r,lﬁgzs placed there purposelyI as ?ns:%;lat al?xi o Izo hhetioyn ho
g e : shalchi, or some one else,
constables and the mas d

i t should
he next thing to be discussed is from whorﬁ %le ?ﬁﬁigglﬁaﬁgx:ni y b
S ls : Tho sEerEey, cDophiy follpgtos 1I\Il .id)d.ow.n in the Civil Account
by recovel‘{? ugh he took no pains to follow the rule la B e
évgrg_al’rgg;ga to the receipt of remittfi.nces ('imd% 1;::; g}rala‘:;?h 5"k this \latter cas
Qe ; rved at the end o
d, as observed a . h rt to return to
e boxels fxa?égi t,he SEGFF, GENGRS B e0opL a}ndhall.ov‘v;oii:c: ﬁ:?lobeen delivered.
meh o balir o tgas if the whole amount entered in t edgn iy R
f%l‘ambaix‘fll‘egiuipén him to explain his negéeCt Of'l?lfisu(l)?’ﬁZerphas g R it
ave ¢ 1 B 5N '

I tion for the Boar I do not think that he can

to enc]osq hl-s eapipng : a number of years, and i G0 1 ;
o thﬁ Trlgh;l;ogfggfdtgiazgify (i(:e?ence the prevalence of irregular practices that he

be allowe
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himself has fostered. I submit that he should be held primarily responsible for
making good the loss. The huzur treasurer, Vaidyanadlia Aiyar, might well have
insisted on the observance of the prescribed procedure, but I must point out that
he had on 24th April, the date of the arrival of the remittance, held the post but
three weeks and was no doabt guided entirely by the directions of his superior. I
am doubtful whether, having regard to all the circumstances of the case, it would be
fair to call upon the taluk head accountant and shroff to bear any part of the loss.

Fxcrosvre No. 1.—Deputy Collector’s explanation.

B == = e

Resolution—dated 22nd July 1895, No. 252/Confidential No. 75.

In its Proceedings dated 17th June 1895, Mis. No. 3007 (Confidential), the
Board passed orders on an attempt by the huzur treasurer, Trichinopoly, to tem-
porarily make away with Government money and submitted a report to Govern-
ment regarding the conduct of the Treasury Deputy Collector, M.R.Ry. A. Krish-
naswami Aiyar, in not bringing the loss immediately to the notice of the Collector.

2. The present is a more serious case of defalcation connected with the same
district. Out of a remittance of Rs. 62,000 composed of Rs. 56,000 in cash and
Rs. 6,000 in currency notes despatehed from the taluk treasury, Perambalir, to
the huzur on the 22nd April last, two bags containing a thousand rupees each were
found to have been abstracted when the treasure was examined at 'l richinopoly on
the 20th idem. The consignment had reached Trichinopoly on the 24th, but the
examination was not made until the 29th because other taluk remittances also were
waiting at the huzur treasury.

3. The disappearance of the money was reported as soon as it was discovered,
i.e., on the 29th April, to the Acting pollector Mr. Elwin who examined the hox
concerned and found no sign of its having been tampered with.

4. The money could have disappeared only in one of three ways, 7.¢. (1) at the
taluk treasury by the omission to put into the boxes the full amount advised by
the taluk officials, or (2) during the journey to Trichinopoly whither the treasure
was conveyed in three country carts by a head constable and six constables while
the taluk peon who should have accompanied them took a transit cart, or (3) at the
huzur treasury where the remittance was kept for five days awaiting examination.
The last hypothesis is exceedingly improbable and the first is equally so as the
head constable in charge of the escort party admitted to the Collector that he had
seen the bags counted and put into the remittance chests. 'The money must have
been stolen in transit ; this is the conclusion arrived at by the Collector with whom
the Board concurs.

5. The following circumstances, each of which requires full explanation,
appear to have facilitated the theft :—

(a) The absence of the taluk peon, who, in accordance with the rules of the

* Vol. I, Article 652, and the Accountant-Gen- glwl Account COd? *as yvell b the
eral’s Circular IT, dated 28th January 1892. °. ccountant-General’s standing instrue-
. ] o tions, should have followed the treasures
carts instead of performing his journey by transit. The peon, however, had no
choice of route if, as appears to have been the case, he was detained at the taluk
office on duty after the escort had left with the treasure.

(5) The exceedingly eareless manner in which the treasure was packed at the
taluk office. The nine boxes in which it was conveyed were secured by nothing
better than common bazaar padlocks and three seals on each, loosely impressed at
the taluk office. It is not surprising that the impressions on the seals were very
faint as reported by. the Collector when the destination was reached. But the

: £ Collector has not noticed that the rul

Article 644, Ci 5 : AG rules

04, 0l st O e A on o ket prbbis tho o of ot
June 1891. e Ko oA : padlocks and seals. Locks are required

to be placed only on’ large tumbrils or
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] i i i — ially by rail—but for several
hich treasure is sometimes conveyed—especially or sey
(};}::;is gﬁszvaﬁc districts have been supplied with small stout chests (elach. };?ldll?gleltllgle;
four or six bags of one thousand rupees each. These boxes should neither be locke

¢ fas i s and secured by two pieces of hoop
nor sealed, but should be ¢ fastened with n?;osn e whiZh 5 i g e

Article 644, Civil Account Code, Vol. L. pletely round the box at right angles to

the other, the four ends meeting in the centre and being there nvetefd through with
a copper Tivet” so as to make the opening of them a m_att,er not1 0 1£1Xtte1' u?p(glsp
bility, but of time and difficulty, requiring blacksmith’s tools. & i} a fur h?s‘
prec‘aation each box has to be weighed at the despatching of(}lul:)e Tﬁ 1{3. welgort
have to be recorded by the remitting officer and acknowledged by o police esc

e : . S ' : b
S 3 e ofticer. The last named officer 18 further requlred
bbb g a circular * of the Accountant-Greneral,

* No. XVI, dated 20th June 189L. though not by the Code, to note the
i ] i i t off the detailed examination
¢ bags received in case he 1s obliged to put ol :
3? Itl;}:aeie(;nittz&ce for a day later than the date of receipt. When large tumbrils

; re 18 di . iy their case the escort officer is
od. the procedure 1s different ; 1n :
Al g requu'ed to count the bags as they are

Axticles 650 and 651 of the Civil Account Code.  7..0q in and th e rec eivip o treasury
officer is required to do the same invariably before acknowledging receipt.

1d have been impossible

the treasure had been properly packed, theft wou e b possib
Withgl.ltliucllle ctfmplicity on the part of the police guard as would justify their being
held responsible jointly and severally ; this cannot be done in the present case.

7 fiicers responsible for this breach
» llector should report the huzur and taluk o . ‘

oihfuI(:;Oin view to the whole or a portion of the amount lost being recovered from
them in proportion to their pay. :

i i i ther irregularities, an

7 The Collector’s letter brings to notice various 0 i , an
although these do not seem to have in any way contributed to the loss in the present
instance, steps must be taken to prevent their recurrence. For instance, 1t does not
appear to be the practice in the taluk offices of the I'richinopoly district to weigh
eaz:)h remittance box, as 1'equi1'ed by the rules, before despat.chmg it to the huzur.
1t is true taluk treasuries are not supplied, as huzur treasuries are, with platform

weighing machines ; but, as noted in Board’s Proceedings, dated 27th January 1892,

, weicht of boxes can always be approximately stated. The Treasury
ggpﬁg)’r %lo(il‘;:tgr, Trichinopoly, ﬂ-\ink}; that the attention of taluk (af'ﬁ.ceri;1 WéslfOt
drawn to that Board’s Proceedings at the time when it was recerved in t be ollec-
tor’s office, but the rules in the Account Code as to we hmg'remﬂg:ﬁnc: oxgls are
explicit, and if a Tahsildar did not know how to weigh b(r)ll‘xes wi : ou } a ralfv&;?ly‘
machine, it was his duty to have asked for instructions. The explanation of the

taluk officials should be obtained on this point also.

. The Treasury Deputy Collector is also reported".co' have omitted to weigh
the bsoxes on receipt};s r(}-)quis;ed by article 651 of the Civil %cco_unt Code, Vol. I,
and to count the bags as required by the Accountant-Greneral’s Circular, No. XVI,
dated 20th June 1891, when he foresaw that there would be delay 1n examning
the treasure. The provisions of the Code and the Accountant-Greneral’s circular

must be strictly acted up to in future.
9. A copy of these Proceedings will be submitted for the information of
Government.
(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed)  Le M. WYNCH,
' Secretary.

To the Collector of Trichinopoly. o B
to Government, Revenue LJepa >
Bopy %9 Bo Sty 3 O:Vith 1 enclosure in original to be returned.

f 5 5 Aocountant-Generul.

Mot



.
10 No. 12, Revesuve, 15tH JANuARry 1896.

Order—Mis. No. 3284, Revenue, dated 15th August 1895.

Recorded pending the receipt of further Proceedings with reference to the ®

reports called for in paragraphs 6 and 7 of the Proceedings read above.

(True Extract.)

. (Signed)  E. GIBSON,

Secretary t
To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue.) ¥ GRavsemmasng;

Reap—also the following Proceedings of the Board of R
Mis. No. 4669/Confdl. No. 103, dated 17th Septeex:;%ré‘;elgg?}d_ Revenue),

Read—letters from the Collector of Trichinopoly, dated 7th S
on C. Nos. 1429/Rev. anyd, 1140/Rev1. Gy o e

Resolution—Mis. No. 4669/Confdl. No. 103, dated 17th September 1895.

With his first letter read above, dated 7th September
No. 14;29/Rev., the Collector of Trichinopoly submits tﬁe explanalxtsiggg cliﬁfe'd (}n .
Board’s Proceedings, No. 252, dated 22nd July 1895, regarding the disappea Eari
of Rs. 2,000 out of a remittance of Rs. 62,000 despatched from the Perambp{)' rml]c?
treasury in April last. The Collector finds— gt

~ (1) that the taluk head accountant and shroff 101 4
S e S L ot S
)

(2) that the insecure method of packing the treasure chests improperly

adopted has been usual not only in Trichi istri A .
e, A T M > inopoly district, but in six other districts

(3) that the taluk head accountant and shroff .
responsible for having used worthless padlocks inste;(zl ofwsfger}ligr %‘f: S?eclﬁx.uy
apparently there was a supply in the taluk cutcherry’ ¥ 0knwhich

(4) that the Treasury Deputy Collector M.R.Ry. A. Kri
: : R.Ry. A. K T RN
lﬁzp(?(l%}’leff(l)gg?‘)t carxgmg lout ﬁ‘]‘i provisions of A)ccountal;f-}grlgfxzﬁg}; éllgca:fl;
. XVIo regarding the packing of remittances, and VR
Account Code, but not for failure to communicate to 'I,‘a}?sil(fafrsAlgt)l;l?l’G% e
ings, No. 40, dated 27.th January 1892, regarding the weighment of i r_(;ceed-
boxes. At the same time the Collector points out that the same omi '?nn t}g:nce
occurred in most other districts of the Presidency, if not in all ; and ey
)

(5) that the loss of Government money should ‘e
Treasury Deputy Collector, the taluk head ac.(?(r)unt(':mllllt aﬁg éll;glgg;loiafm({)ng tﬁe
Collector does not state in what proportion it should be recovered from e;chut the

2. In the second paper read above M.R.Ry. A. Krishnaswami Aiyar intimates

his readiness to retire, as directed in the Government Order communicated with * .

Board’s Proceedings, No. 3586, dated 18th July 1895 in ¢

is called upon to refund any portion of the Pe}rramba]’lislﬁ)s{s‘e(}ll‘elacii;h?e merc‘risi‘:t}e}g
to remain sufficiently long in the service. As regards the explanation If)urnished
by the Treasury Deputy Collector it is clearly proved, both from this ease and from
that reported on in Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 3007/Confdl. No. 56, dated
17th June 1895, that he has been careless and apathetic to such an’ extent aqi
lead to serious loss of public money, and the Board is therefore not pre ared to
recommend his continuance in the service. It considers that M.R.Ry. A. Kri 10
naswami Aiyar’s alternative request to be allowed to retire should be acted on S](i
that his responsibility for the recent defalecations at the Trichinopoly treasury sh alid
be enforced by a reduction of his pension to the extent of, say, Rs. 5 per ﬁl’ens%;

3
4
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s .

No. 12, REVENUE, 15TH JANUARY 1896. 11
3. In the case of the taluk officials (the head accountant and the shroff) who

blame than other officials in t.he same situation
do not appear o haye been more, 0 nferior locks for the remittance boxes, the

1 : A d very 1 : g X 3
?3],23?(}] iliﬁzlichl?;tlzh};a;;%gs lclﬁie discip}{ine will be satisfied by their beng fined a

! each. . ‘ '
mont‘i‘ SIIr)laZ;m concluding part of his letter Mr. Andrew brings to notice certain
difficulties in connection with the weighment of boxes and considers that the

t officer ghould be invariably requlred to be pyesen’g at the Welghmg in of the
%scor £ coin. The Board has partly dealt with this subject already in 1ts Pro_ceed-
i ag o 0 303, dated 19th August 1899 which the Collector has acknowledged in an
::;?fi’er ;)rtio;l of his letter; but as the Accountant-General has recently qddrqssqd
the BoaI;d touching the same matter, it proposes to deal more fully with 1t 1n

separate Proceedings.
(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) L. M. WYNCH,
Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
With two original letters and enclosures (eight in number) to be returned.

—

OrpEr—No. 12, Revenue, dated 15th January 1896.

In the last of the Proceedings read above the Board of Revenue submits its
final report regarding the disappearance of Rs. 2,000 from a remittance of Rs. 62,000
sent from the taluk treasury at Perambalir to the Trichinopoly treasury in April
last, together with the explanations of the taluk and huzur officials responsible for

the defalcation.

9. The papers leave little room for doubt that the money was stolen in transit
while in charge of the police escort; and the theft was facilitated, and the detection
of the thief rendered difficult, by a wholesale disregard of the rules relating to the
packing and despatch of specie remittances prescribed in Chapter XXXI of the Civil
Account Code as modified and supplemented by the Accountant-Greneral’s Circulars
No. 16, dated 20th June 1891, and No. II, dated 28th January 1892. The treasure
boxes were locked and sealed instead of being fastened by nails and bound by iron
hoops, and they were secured by worthless padlocks although locks of a superior

kind were available in the taluk office. The boxes were not weighed at the

despatching treasury in the presence of the officer in charge of the escort nor were
they accompanied by 2 taluk peon as .requn'ed by the rules. At the receiving
treasury the boxes were not weighed prior to theissue of the acquittance certificate
to the escort, nor were they opened and the bags contained Welghed individually
when it was found that the dotailed examination of the remittance could not be
undertaken on the day of receipt. It appears fr(')m.the papers that the rules
referred to above have not been observed in the district as regards remittances
from sub-treasuries. : 3

3. The Government agrees with the Collector and the Board in considering
that of the six persons from whom explanations have been taken the Huzur
ldar should be acquitted of blame, as also the taluk peon,

"Treasurer and the Tahsild: .
ngs)acould not have known anything of the rules and was not instructed to accom-

any the remittance. The taluk head accountant and the shroff are responsible

for having detained the peon and for having used worthless padlocks; but the

officer chiefly to blame in the matter is the Treasury Deputy Collector M.R.Ry.
A. Krishnaswami Aiyar whose duty it was to have enforced the instructions of
the Accountant-General and the rules of the Account Code, and whose lax super-
vision was the cause of the irregularities noticed above. The explanations submitted
by this officer are unsatisfactory, and his failure to reform the practice in the
dlstrict as regards specie remittances, and to bring it into conformity with the
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instructions in the Accountant-General's Circular of 1891, which was issued with

reference to a defalcation which occurred in the Deputy Collector’s own time in a

remittance from the Trichinopoly treasury is altogether inexcusable.

: 4. The Government therefore agrees with the Board in considering that
M.R.Ry. A. Krishnaswami Aiyar should not be allowed to continue in service any
longer; his application for a retiring pension 18 accepted and will be forwarded to
the Accountant-General for report.

5. The other recommendations made by the Board for enforcing the respon-
sibility of the officers at fault, viz., that the taluk head accountant and the shroff
should each be fined a month’s pay, and that the pension of the Treasury Deputy
Collector should be reduced by Rs. 5 are however, in the opinion of Government,
altogether inadequate. His Excellency the Governor in Council has carefully
considered the matter and is of opinion that as the loss in the present case was
wholly due to a disregard of the rules prescribed, it should be made good by the
officers responsible in the following proportions:—Rs. 1,500 by the Treasury
Deputy Collector by monthly deductions of Rs. 75 from" his pension (the amount
of which will be determine(f7 in the Pension department) and Rs. 500 by the taluk
head accountant and the shroff in proportion to their pay in suitable monthly
instalments.

6. Asalready remarked there seems to be little doubt that money was abstracted
from the remittance while in transit, but no information is afforded as to the probable
complicity of the police escort in the defalcation. The head constable in charge
of the escort is said to have lately cashed notes to a large amount, and the Govern-
ment is of opinion that further inquiry in this direction is necessary. The Collector
will report further on this point.

7. It appears from Mr. Andrew’s letter that the disregard or misconception of
the rules which has led to the present defalcation is not confined to Trichinopoly ;
the Board is requested to draw the attention of all Collectors to the necessity of
satisfying themselyes that the rules are properly understood and observed. Board’s
Standing Order No. 235 should also be amended as suggested by Mr. Andrew.
The separate Proceedings referred to in the concluding portion of paragraph 4 of
the Board’s Proceedings last read above should be submitted for the information

of Government.
it

Secretary to Government.

(True Extract.)

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue),
with ten enclosures.
»  Accountant-General (with application).
»  Judicial Department.
»  Pension Department.

NSV /Sﬁwfﬁﬂv -

50 Copics.

Exd. S J. Pereira.
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