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No. 894, PensioN, 28TH SEPTEMBER 1896.

AP T T A S s s +

PENSION DEPABTMENT.

From
G. STOKES, Esq., 1.CS,,
Acting Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Pension Department,
To
Tar SECRETARY 1o HE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
Houe DepariMENT (PusLic),
Dated Ootacamund, 28th September 1896.
SIr,

I am directed to transmit the accompanying memorial to the address of the
Right Hon’ble the Secretary of State for India in Counecil submitted by Mrs. E. L 8.
Pogson, widow of the late Mr. N. R. Pogson, C.LE., F.R.A.8., F.M.U,, formerly Gov-
ernment Astronomer, Madras. The meimorialist’s prayer is that “at least some
portion of the sum due to her late husband as pension earned, but never received
owing to his sudden and untimely death, may now be granted to his widow, and that
if any sum is due to his estate from the Madras Government for the ten volumes
embodying the Meridian Circle observations sanctioned by Government at the rate of
£150 per volume, that also should be paid” to her.

9. The late Mr. Pogson entered Government service as Astronomer on the 8th
February 1861 and held the appointment continuously until the date of his death,
93rd June 1891, ¢.e., for thirty years, during fourteen of which he also discharged the
duties of Meteorological Superintendent. It is unnecessary to dwell upon the excep-
tional nature of Mr. Pogson’s services to the cause of science as these are detailed in
the memorial transmitted with this letter; the nature of his work as a servant of
Government may be inferred from the fact that so long ago as the year 1883 his
« meritorious services’’ were considered by His Lordship the Secretary of State to
warrant the grant to him of a special retiring pension of Rs. 4,500 per annum. This -
allowance was, however, never drawn by Mr. Pogson, whose continnance in office was
sanctioned in the interests of the public service. He was busily occupied in the
discharge of his duties until the year 1891, at the close of which he intended to retire
on pension. On the 20th of May, however, a medical examination, to which he was
subjected by Brigade-Surgeon Lt.-Col. Drake Brockman and Surgeon-Major Branfoot,
elicited the fact that he was suffering from virulent cancer of the liver against which
medical science was powerless. Mr. Pogson decided forthwith to put his official
affairs in as good order as the time remaining to him permitted and took steps to leave
olear and full directions for the guidance of his successor in regard to the completion
of his unpublished astronomical works. In reporting to Government the fact of his
impending decease, he expressed the hope that the Secretary of State would ¢ merci-
fully take into consideration the very unprovided eondition in which his wife and two
infants would be left,” and urged that his long service of over thirty years without
a day’s leave of any kind, and his numerous discoveries of new planets and variable
stars, entitled his family to liberal consideration at the hands of the Government.
Mr. Pogson’s death-took place on the third day after this final report.

3. In September 1891, Mrs. Pogson, who had previously addressed the India
Office direct on the subject, wrote to the Madras Government praying for the grant
of a compassionate allowance to herself and her two children, in consideration of her
late husband’s valuable astronomical discoveries and unremitting labours in the cause
of science. The case not being provided for in the rules regarding the payment of
pensions from Indian Revenues, the Government as then constituted considered that it
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was precluded from recommending to the Secretary of State the grant of the allowance
requested by Mrs. Pogson. It was, however, suggested to His Lordship, that in view
of the eminent services Mr. Pogson had rendered in the cause of science In general,
and not specially for the benefit of this country, the case was one in which a eivil
list pension might appropriately be sanctioned. No official communication appears
to have been received from the Secretary of State in reply fo this suggestion; but
from an unofficial communication from Lord Cross to the late Governor, Lord Wenlock,
it appears that the Secretary of State, while regretting his inability to obtain any

nsion for Mrs. Pogson from the English treasury, indicated that such an allowance

might be a charge on Indian Revenues.

4. In March 1893 a further application was received from Mrs. Pogson, and,
though it was then decided that no further steps could be taken on behalf of Mrs.
Pogson, that decision has now been reconsidered since the receipt of the mqmonal
transmitted with this letter, and I am now to urge that the Government of India may
be pleased to forward Mrs. Pogson’s memorial for the favourable consideration of Her
Majesty’s Secretary of State for India in Council in view of the pre-eminent and
exceptional nature of the services which Mr. Pogson rendered to astronomical scienee
during his long service as Government Astronomer in this Presidency. The grant of
a special pension or allowance to his widow and children is one which is no doubt not
provided for by the Civil Service Regulations ; but the case is to some extent ana-
logous to that contemplated in article 789, which authorizes the grant of small pensions
to the family of a Government officer injured or killed in the execution of his duties.
Mr. Pogson continued to devote himself to his public duties up to the day before his
death, which took place during the hottest month of a year in which the heat was
exceptionally severe, and, as Brigade-Surgeon Lt.-Col. Drake Brockman wrifes in the
letter which forms an enclosure to Mrs. Pogson’s memorial, Mr. Pogson’s labours told
upon him severely “ especially towards the end, when he personally superintended
and in fact at times with his own hands undertook heavy manual labour in taking
to pieces and re-setting the delicate machinery connected with the telescopes g
in his charge. This exposure and over-work no doubt told upon his health and
materially hastened his death, which may be ascribed to that devotion to his duty and
the cause of science which led Mr. Pogson to continue his labours in a tropical climate
long after considerations of health should have induced him to quit the country.
These circumstances taken together with the very exceptional nature of Mr. Pogson’s
astronomical discoveries constitute, in the opinion of His Excellency the Governor in
Council, cogent reasons for the grant of a compassionate allowance to his widow. and
children, as to whose straitened circumstances there is no qqestmn. _I am therefore
to express the earnest hope of His Excellency the Governor in Council that a strong
recommendation may be made on their behalf to the Secretary of State.

5. As regards Mrs, Pogson’s request that any sum due to her husband’s estate
on account of the published volumes of the Meridian Circle observations conducted
under his supervision may be paid to her, I am to observe that a sum of Rs. 600 was

disbursed to Mrs. Pogson in July 1891 on account of so much of the work of publica-

tion as had been completed by her husband before his death. Enquiries which have
subsequently been made of Mr. Michie Smith, the present Government Astronomer,
show that no further sum on this account is due to the late Mr. Pogson’s estate.

6. Finally, as regards the amount of pension which should be granted to Mrs.
Pogson, I am to say that His Excellency the Governor in Council considers that her
late husband’s services warrant the grant to her of a pension of £150 per annum.

I have the honour to be,
Bir,

Your most obegjent servant,

o
' el
Ag. Setre o Government.
Exd. Shaik Karim,
335 Copies.
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Pension Dept.

c,No,890.

ORDER. zgfdxffzsya}\es7a
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Mrs.B.L.S5.Pogsonl.
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S? 2. The late Mr.Pogson entered Govt.
e service as Astronomer on the 8th Feb.
1861‘and held the appointment continu-
ously until the date of hils death,23rd
June 1891, i.e.for & years, during 3=f
of which he also discharged the duties
of Meteorological Supt. It 1s unneces-
sary to dwell upon the exceptional na-
ture of Mr.Pogson’s services to the

cause of scilence as these are detailed

in the memorial transmitted with this
lettery; the nature of his work as a sep
vant of Govt.may be inferred from the
fact that so long ago as the year 1883
his "meritorious services" were consid+4
ered by His Lordship the Secy.of State
to warrant the grant to him of a speci-
al retiring pension of k.4,500 per an-

num, This allowance was however, never

drawn by Mr.,Pogson whose continuance in
4 office was sanctioned in the interests

of the public service, He was busily ocl-

cupied in the discha;gerof his duties
until the year 1891, at the close of
which ‘he intended to retire on pension.
On the 20th of May,. however, a medical
examinat;on to which hé was subjected
b; Brigade Surgeon Lt,-Col.Drake Brock-

man and Surgeon Major Branfoot elicited

the Tfact that he was suffering from virfi-
lent cancer of the liveﬂggainst_which
medical science was powerless. Mr,Pogson

decide#forthwith o put hils official arf

fairs in as good order as the time re-
3 maining to him permitted and toolk steps
to leave clear and full directions for
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astronomical works. Tn reporting to Govhl
the factvof his impending decease, he,eﬁé‘

préssga the hope that the Secy.of State

would "mercifully take into consideratio
"the very unprovided condition in which
"his wife and two infants would be left"
and urged that his long service of over ;
&8 years without a day’s leave of any |
kind and his nemérous discoveries of new
planets and variable stars)entitled his
Tamily to liberal congideration at the
hands of the Govt. Mr.Pogson’s death took
place on the third day after this final
report,
3. * In Septr,.1891, Mrs,Pogson, who had
previously addressed the India Office di{
rect on the subject, wroté to the Madras
Govt.praying for the grant of a compassig
Late allowance to herself and her two chii:
dren in consideration of her late hus-
band’s valuable astronomical discoveries
and unremitting labours in the‘cause of
science., The case not being provided for
in the rules regarding the paymen% of pen
sions from Indian Revenues, the Govt.as
then constituted considered that it was
precluded from recommending to the Secy.
of State the grant of the allowancé re-
quested by Mrs.Pogson, It was, however,
suggested to His Lordship,. that in view
of the eminent services Mr.,Pogson had ren
dered in the cause of scilence in generall
and not specially for the beneflt of this
country, the case was one in which %he a;
Civil List pension might appropriately 5&
sanctioned, No official communication 5p4
pears to have been received from the Secy
i fappeetin
of State in reply bo—thatfietter; but
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it appears that the Secy.of State,while
regretting his inability to obtain any
pension for Mrs.Pogson from the English
treasury, indicated that such an allow=
' ance night be a charge on Indian Reve-
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nues.

¢t In March 1893 a further applica-
tion was recelved from Mrs,Pogson; and, !
though it was then decided that no fur-
ther steps could be taken on behalf of
Mrs.Pogson, that decision has now becn
reconsidered since the receipt of the

" memorial transmitted with this letter,

F and I am now to urge that the Govt,of
India-may be pleased to forward Mrs.
Pogson’s memorial for the favourable

consideration of Her Majesty’s Secy.of

State for India in Council in view of

the prQ?minent and exceptional nature of]
the services which Mr.Pogson rendered td

astronomical science during his long ser}-

vice as Govt.Astronomer in this Presy.
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ance to his widow and children 1is one
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Brockman writes in the letter which forms

an enclosure to Mrs.Pogson?s memorial,-
Mn.Pogéon’s labours told upon him se%ere.
ly‘éspecially towards the end,- when he

personally superintended and in fact at
lfimes with his own hands undertook heavy
manual labour in taking to pieces and re-
’Eetting the delicate machinery connected

With the telesaopes”in his charge. This
exposure and overswork no doubt told upon:
hig health and maperiiiy hastened his
death, which may be ascribed to that devof
tion to his duty and the cause of science
which led Mr.Pogson to continue his labou

in a tropical climate long after consider—

ations of health should have induced him !

to quit the country. These circumstances
takén together with the very exceptional
nature of Mr.Pogson’s astronomical disco-=
veries constitute in the opinion of H.E,
the Govr,.,in Council cpgent reagons f'or
the grant of a compassionate allowance to
his widow and children as to whose strai-
tenéd circumstances thexe is no question.

T am therefore to express the earnest

hope of H.BE.the G.in C,that a strong re-
commendation may be made on their behalf ?
t0 the Secy.of State.

{7 As regards Mrs.Pogson’s request

.
‘j:that any sum due to her husband’s estate

on account of the published volumes Of,
the Meridian Circle observations conduc; |
ted under his supervision may be paid to
her, I am to observe that a sum of Fs,800
#ns disbursed to Mrs.Pogson in July 1891
bn account of so much of the work of pubiq

cation as had been completed by her hus-

Pani ?efore his death. Enquiries which
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