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> 8 fis Excellency The Kight Honorable
; sm ARTHUR ELIBANK HAVELOCK, KG., M.Q. G.CMG.

' GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL, FORT ST. GEORGE,
OOTACAMUND.

-

The humble petition of C. VENGU Pruuat,
Retired Deputy Collector, now residing
in No. 39, Ayalur Muthia Mudali Street,
Black Town, Madras.

i
t

Mu u musn Your Excnm.wcr v CounoiL,

| iy At a time when your humble petmoner expecm to reap the benefit of
his 33 years’ good service, in the shape of what may well be called an Honorarium
;. 9_ . i or old ageallowance or pension, which the benign rules of the British Government
N have ﬁ'?wlded for and the amount of which it is left to Your Excellency in Council
: to debarmme, I most respectfully beg to invite your gracious attention to a review
i of my wme.
| £ \ 9, T entered the Pablic Service as a clerk on Rs. 15 on 18t November 62,
and by Eagrees rose to the position of a Deputy Collector of the 3rd Grade on
Rs. 500, I have putin 33 years’ pensionable Service of which I have been a Deputy
Collector for 14. My testimonials, which'I enclose, marked A, will show that I have
throughout maintained a reputation for the conscientious discharge of my duties.
: ' Vide the testimonials from Mr. H. B. Grigg and Mr. F. Brandt; (2) for
Z ‘ ki ““integrity” and ““ honesty”, and ‘‘ high character”’, vide those from Mr. A. J.
. Stuart and Mr. G. McWatters and also from Mr. now the Hon’ble, Mr. A. T.
'n‘ | Ii“ r;':!i Joots g Arux.1de1 and (3) for “ painstaking and efficient work, more or less the same testi-
w -4 RV ] monials and also those from Mr. J. W. B. Dykes and Mr. J. A. C. Boswell.

5 ¢ / 97 s P ﬁ | 3. I was put in charge of the Treasury, Tanjore, in November ’86 ; and
B i L ~as stated in para. 11 of the rules of the Government of India communicated in G. O.
s ? 1k No. 2290, dated 3rd December 83, quoted in the margin
|
3

Fed

¢ It would in the opinion of th o -
| « Govemot,mc‘;m';:;‘p:“ fmg for facility of reference I feel that ““a good character and
{ “the question of evidence wor . " f

«well for theservice of the public, that my acts’” of good service will stand * me in real stead”

* if subordinates were able to feel . 5 z
“that a good_character and acts When my conduct, nay my work on particular occasions, is

¢ of good service would stand them
j:;:;g;{,;:gﬂg)';‘;ggtfgg“ conduct exposed to question. I therefore beg to solicit the favour
of a perusal of the official records of my good acts as a
Deputy Collector in charge of the Treasury, Tanjore.
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On the annual review of the working of District Treasuries for ’88-89 the

Board remarked * - . P . _
ndri ;‘ ed “ Tanjore did well”, vide para. 3 Board’s Proceedings, 17th July

; On the similar report for ’89-90 the Board remarked * Tanjore did well”
vide para. 2 Board’s Proceedings, 5th August "90, No. 468.

~ In 92.93, Whel? the Method of classifying the Districts according to
glexst' wa}: mtrodflced, this District took a very conspicuous position by ranking
rstin t .e. Presidency, And in the next year 1893-94 also it maintained the
same position. T annex below the remarks of the Accountant General and the
Board for ready reference :—
For °92-93
Accountant General’s Remarks.
“ Indeed Tanjore may fairly be said to carry off the Palm of Merit.”
Board's Remarks.

i A T.he Board agrees with the Accountant General in thinking that the
position which Tanjore occupies is very creditable to the officers concerned.
M.R.Ry '.K' Vengu Pillai had charge of the Treasury for the greater portion of the
year, while M.R.Ry. P. Rajarathna Mudaliar was in charge for 3 months”, vide
para. 10 Board’s Procegiings, 24th July *93, No. 434. _

For ’93-94
Accountant General's Remarks.
“ Tanjore had done as creditably as last year.”

Board’s Remarks._

% That of the Treasuries which are considered heavy, Tanjore stands fore-
most in point of good work, as in the previous year, a fact which reflects credit on
the officers concerned”, wide para. 8 of Board’s Proceedings, 5th July *94, No. 289.
T was in charge for a greater portion of the year.

4. These quotations which I have been able to collate by reference to the

records of the Board’s Office by kind permission of the Board show clearly that
even as Treasury Deputy Collector in charge of an admittedly heavy District, I was

- working so hard and conscientiously as to deserve such good remarks.

5. But most unfortunately for me, there were two items of work with
reference to which I have to confess with regret, not that I was careless, but that I
might have been more careful than I was.

Here it must be remembered that certain acts or omissions, or both, ot
the part of a few Head Assistant Collectors, Tahsildars, Taluq Sheristadars,
Clerks, and Shroff have combinedly resulted in a great loss to Government in the
way of Stamp defalcation.

 The two items of my work referred to above, which I shall never .eease
to regret also went to contribute towards that loss. ‘

6. The two items of my work, for which Iam now found fault with are—

54/ ¢
/(‘ll

3

{st.—On the 25th September 1891, I inspected the Negapatam Taluk
Treasury, in the ordinary course of my yearly tour of inspection. In G.O. No 20
R.D., dated 20th January 96, No. 20 it is stated that Ifailed * to detect the defalca~
sion’’ then. Itis held that if I had checked the Balance in hand, as per Stamp chitta,

with that shown in the monthly accounts as per Question No. 28 of the memo. of
oints to be noticed during the Examination of Taluk Offices, the Defalcation

would have been detected then and there.

With a view to convineing Your Excellency in Council, not that I am

to no blame on the point, but only that my failure is not quite so serious in itself

open ? : :
eg to invite your gracious attention to my explanation,

as not to deserve mercy, I b
dated 7th October 1894, No. 2554, ¢rom which it will be seen that I did check (1) the

Balance in hand, (2) the Balance as per chittah and (3) the Balance as per monthly
accounts together and found them all right.

It was my usual practice to do s0 and I could not have failed to do so
The only way then in which the detection of the Defalcation
must be that an incorrect or false office copy of the monthly
he occasion to tally with the Balance in hand, must
aluk Office at the time of the Kxamination.

on thab oceasion.,
became impossible,
accounts got up deliberately for t
have been put into my hands in the T
Hence the only thing I regret and repent for is, that I had not anticipated
such a fraud and had not provided myself with the Huzur copies of the monthly
accounts with a view to avoiding such imposition by tHe Taluk Office. I believed
that the office copies were true copies of the Huzur copies and hence used them for

checking the Balance. :
9nd Slip.—The other item of work, I am found fault with is that I did
not check the Indents efficiently so as to be able to detect this fraud.

The practice of the Treasury Deputy Collector’s Office, Tanjore, before I
joined it, was that the duty of checking the Stamp Indents had been assigned to the
Mreasurer. 1 am unable to find out why it was so. Probably the heaviness of the
Deputy Collector’s work as compared with the light work of the Treasurer, especi-
ally in that District had rendered it desirable that an officer of pretty high pay
and responsibility and who has given alarge security, like the Treasurer should be
made to devote his special attention to scrutinise carefully (more carefully than
a Deputy Collector can afford time to do) these Indents.

I saw no reason to change the status quo and I allowed the practice to go on.
The very reason for the transfer of this work of the Treasury Deputy Collector
to the Treasurer, was that the former could not, with his multifarious heavy work,
;pare time and attention for a DETAILED scrutiny of figures with reference to last
Returns and so forth. A Treasurer on Rs. 125, could be relied on, I thought THEN,
for such comparison of figures, &e. If Icould have spared time to do that work

myself once more again, there was no necessity for the transfer of it to the Treasurer

at all.
2 I did not place such confidence in others and I now repent that I relied

on the Treasurer for the detailed serutiny of figures in the Stamp Indent. Para. 4
of Board’s Proceedings No. 202/ S. R., dated 14th May ’95, will show that the
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