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t'§ views expressed therein ; but the prospects of the whole

at present with the Agen 5 } Y
prg;eet are as yet 80 iﬁdeﬁmte that it is considered inexpedient to spend money on

the survey of the direct line from Madras.
(True Extract )
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2 26te May 1890, No. 722 R., PusLic Wogks.

rmit of the products of the Nellore district being available to the metre {Jauge system of the
outh of India without a break of bulk, and the ghamber therefore depre«?ateg m{y change of
the existing gauge between Rénigunta and Nellore.
-\Now .tha.t ?here exis?s a reasonable probability that the construction of the East Coast 5,
leyvay, mcludmg th9 bridging of the Kistna river, will shortly be taken in hand, the question h
of direct communication between Madras and Bezvida on the broad gauge seems to the i
Chamber to be of pressing importance in the interest of the port of Madras. It isto be P
apprehended that if a break of gauge existed such as would occur should the section between i
Bezvéda and Nellore be of the metre system, much of the benefit likely to accrue from the
connection of the Singareni coal-fields with this Presidency by means of the Kistna bridge
. would be lost, not to speak of the difficulties that would be placed in the way of developing the
tmde.m.oxl-s.eeds, of vghmh it is believed large quantities would be available for export from
thg dmtnctsr n the neighbourhood of Bezvéda if convenient and direct means of transport '
» , existed to a p s’geh as Mg.dras. _ A line such as is now advocated would also place Madras in
o di mmunication w112h important salt centres, and it is obvious that the trade of this port
m% ; be,neﬁted In various ways if direct communication on an uniform gauge existed with
the Nizam’s State Railway and East Coast Railway systems at Bezvida. Failing a direct line
from Madras to Bezqéda the Chamber would be disposed to modify the opinion expressed in an
earlier portion of this letter regarding the advisability of retaining the metre gauge between
Rénigunta and Nellore, for, unless this were converted, there would be no communication at all
b?t:‘vleeg thtcil Mfmlh?i?a Railway and Bezvéda without a break of gauge. The metre gauge system
(t)n'd G(L n:{lllr : 1(1)(1 (;]untavkv&u.ld of course still be in through communication with the Kistna bridge
On public and on nﬁlitary grounds direct through communication with Calcutta on the
broad gauge seems 80 desx;able that the Chamber feels no diffilence in urging that a survey may
be ordered for a direct line from Madras to Nellore, and then vié Gunttr, or Bépatla, to
Bezvida on the broad gauge. It is believed that no particular engineering difficulties exist,
and that the line would not be an expensive one. The question as to whether such a line could
be oonst_rueted ‘a.nd worked by the Madras Railway Company is one on which the Chamber
hardly likes to interfere, but the points in favor of employing the existing machinery of that
Company would doubtless not be overlooked by His Excellency the Governor in Council.

Major, R.E.,

‘ Under-Secy. to Govt., P.W D.
s 4 Rail;vay Branch.

s

o

] y To the Consulting Engineer for Railways.
" ot Chairman, Chamber of Commerce.

Transferred to the Public Works Department (Railway Branch).

Signed A. G. y
314t March 1690, Cgnel) &8 F e Gearsieffl

No. 1852 C.
Referred to the Consulting Engineer for Railways for report.

(Signed)  SIDNEY SMITH, Major, R.E,,

15th Ar-= 0. Under-8ecy. to Govt., P.W.D.,
hri&:?r';'f‘ * Railway Branch.

-

Submitted to Government with reference to G.0., No. 1852 C., dated 156th April
1890, herewith returned. .

2. The Agent and Manager, Madras Railway, states that the suggestion by the
Chamber of Commerce, Madras, for a survey of a direct line on the broad gauge from
Madras to Nellore would add very seriously to the cost of the project with no
apparent advantage, and is of opinion that the best course would be unquestionably
to utilize the existing line from Rénigunta to Nellore by converting it into broad
gauge. 4
3. The remarks of the Agent a:_%ﬂ Manager deserve consideration.

& =

Exd. J. Moses. Orprr—dated 26th May 1890, No. 722 R., Public Works. ¢
Bpace Gupion, The letter from the Agent and Manager, Madras Railway, will be communicated

to the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, with the remark that the Government concur
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From the Consulting Engineer for Railways,
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[Your No. 840 of 17th Apsil ultimo.]
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survey should be ordered for a direct lin
counection Wi

Nellore to Guntiir, 1 have the honor, while
completing the connection between Madras and ezvéida on the broad gauge, to point
o traversed is such that the proposed direct

out that the nature of the country to b

the Chamber of Commerce of Madras that a
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greeing fully in the expediency of

line from Madras would add very seriously to the cost of the project with no apparent

advantage and that the best course would be
line from Rénigunta to Nellore and to conve

broad gauge.

Railway at a distance of only about 3
strip of country that could yield no local

character including another large
thought of.

gn estionably to utilise the existing

. that piece of line from parrow to

9. Reference to the annexed tracing {ak;ﬁ from the Ordnance survey will show

“Yat the direct line from Madras would run for
0 to 35 miles from it, it wou d run through a

~about 40 miles parallel to the Madras

trafic and would require & large bridge

works required would
bridge at Gidir that a second lin

over the-Swarnamukhi river which is already buidged by the Madras Railway.

3. On reaching Guddr the line would almost coincide with the ¢
gauge line, and from this point to Nellore the ‘

isting narrow
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4. The conversion of
small fraction of the cost of a direct
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thought, eventually be included

to the Government of
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these schemes seem 1n 8oMe respects to be
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"ble J. A. BOYSON, Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, to the Chief Secretary
aéiadras, 25th March 1890. ’

or of the Madras Railway, on a survey
amber to suppose that it is in contem-
tro gauge railway from Rénigunta to .
pauge, and continue on the latter gauge to

terest to_the mercantile community, and as both of
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with the support o

{ the local Government.
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