


18w Apgi 1890, No. 535 R., Pustic Works,

European market for oil-seeds. Cuddalore did not commence to compete in ﬂ‘e
Fh . till 1885 ; but since then we have been yearly giving it increasing attention ; an
i3 what we consider the undue preference shown by the Rallw:Y be withdrawn |
| Pondicherry, we have no doubt that 1m a very few years Cuddalore, and 'ﬂﬂf :
cherry, would be the central port of export. We only ask for the Brlti&kpl‘n't
given u fair field and no favor in its co!ppet;tmn with the fo'rexgner_v.; UL
(3rdly.) The Railway argue that f:hargmg 2} annas per truck mll;e‘rto Pond1~ B G
cherry does not amount to a preferential rate, though 3 annas per truck per mileis
charged for consignments to Cuddalore, because, as regards certain centres of the traffic,
the more convenignt situation of Cuddalore leaves it still with less railage to pay in
the aggregate than Pondicherry. i 5 A £s 1544
It appears to us that a fallacy must lie here, for to charge one port } less than the T
other for similar work is certainly to give a preferential rate, and thus seems to be
precisely one of those cases requiring special justification according to paras. 4 and 6 Jiis
g of the Agent’s letter. ' 35y Lpb B Banh 2 GUE (I8 YR TE BTN
i We also beg to point out that while Cuddalore, being better situated than Pondi- =
i ; cherry, has less railage to pay in the aggregate on all kernels from Panruti and
{_f , stations to the south of it even at the rates now charged, as regards consignments
it

from stations north of Panruti, there can be no question of the unfairness of the
present tariff, as the following table will show :— EON - = L g e ! :

LA EU RN B

u 4 ‘ i $ W;- i 1;11 A = AL) - 3 - i
Ea To Ponvienerey | To Cupparore | JENEAELE : &’
. From X — 4] L FIA R
1 o | cnarge | yrii | Charge by ol 4
iR Miles. | per truck, | M8 | portrucl ‘ 41 i
4 f Tt DR B T : '7
Villupuram asé {428 65 | 32 96 :
Vikravandi s e SE 85 40 120 4
Mailam s b 48THC 00 50 150 !
Tindivanam Fuslr 49 1221 55 165 i
5 Vallavanur fesa ] .20 50 38 114
il \

Here the aggregate railage as well as the rate per mile is heavier for Cuddalore than o 4
for Pondicherry, so that clearly undue preference is given to Pondicherry as regards 118
all these despatching stations. S (i iE
Moreover, the evil does not stop there because large quantities of kernels are
grown along the Madras Railway and sometimes come to Pondicherry and Cuddalore
vid Arkénam. If they are for Pondicherry, by being booked first to Tindivanam and
thereon, they obtain the benefit of the preferential rate. .
*  Yet another way that Cuddalore is unfairly affected is this. To complete the
loading of a steamer, cargo is often required so urgently that the only resource is to
{] buy from the large holders who generally store only at one or other terminal port.
To bring Pondicherry nuts round for shipment at Cuddalore costs Rs. 10-14-0 per
truck, while to carry the same quantity the reverse way costs only Rs. 9-1-0 per truck.
We trust we have said enough to show Government that the Railway és granting
a preferential rate. For this the only justification put forward is the plea of cart
competition from Panruti and that plea we have shown to be untenablé now., R
As regards the rest of the stations concerned, no real justification is attempted, (31
and we therefore trust that Government will put a stop to tile inequality. 1
Originally the reduced rate may not have been given with a view to attract the

trade to a foreign port, but that is certainly the effect now that British ports have
entered the trade in earnest. A {l ¥

4

. T

From the Agent, South Indian Railway, to the Consultin friees for Ruilibits
| dated Trichinopoly, 29t Mush 1890, Noo do1 = 5" ¥

_In returning, herewith, the letter which accompanied your No. 811 of the 12th.
-instant, I have to state that I still consider the Cuddalore merchants are not placed

' T
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Rates for Ground-nuts
Orders on correspondence regarding the

— charged by the South Indian Railway.
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