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PUBLIo
| LIg WORKkg DEPARTMENT
. |

”
Septembep 28 o 1065 1N,

Lo TR ” S " 3th Octoher 1gg5” . 22 TL.N'

. P 0 wod M_anicut wepe considerably
forwarqeq ¢, th é" 3nd Melatho, asking }orliﬁce"’ ber 1895, ang 4 petition from the

In Mayep, : ‘Iperintendmg Engineg o TePair of the anks was recejved and
this floeg .. oL 1896, ¢}, : ks VI_Llrele for di )
Mla flood iy Tlnneveily :n gl;ge?}ixitendmg Engineep r’epz-ilspgsalt ﬁn January 1896.b
bank Government 0. 383 [ 3. SPOrt which, ; .9 the damage done by
Auth

retima ur mygt be‘reﬁ 3 dated 28, April e;"‘ ln‘Pmceedings of the
No. ﬁgnf Ofdb?;?l gghp‘)ﬁte b;:ik a:t faﬁas posgible, that it had been hoped that the
. TR £ S | : - » :
it, AL that the b, "L07ch nesp Would say, ﬁ?ﬁ‘;ﬁé"fm‘ﬁ DA i itk (R
Rl o Sy o20r W g U0 Proiciod g S bk et et W
o Tn T Migument of (1170 wero Joised and Goyappk, Vater at the foot, ¢
Biiig s 896, the & banks yp¢i) e overnment deferred passing
o Vs for Qivane Eng; mitted,
ﬂinrlg?{fnntgm? E‘;:elﬂishns% n’:he ({I:ight ﬂ?)%;l banze::' 88:}1)3;;%& an elstt’edtl;mte, amounting to
"8 it Was gy nopi? SO0e distayeq ab voitan in the 10th mile below
In A"mt?ggg?g;:ftgo’ N lq.-ﬁggel_’Authm')] %lllxd as the work was said to be
S . 1‘3 Was {-e?eiVed from the nufé:;s‘m;f lA?t?:mr representing
Beking for gemporacd by th Superinfongy, SN againgt, {loy diversion of the bank ot

: wﬂsgsen gtu;ectaﬁ In his report of March 1896 and

: > No. 1055
' - © Portig N, dateq

g Qiversion o BOTtions of ¢ ban . %th September 1396 rted that

the Méﬁh’&iﬁ%zﬁmﬁoned i 3ﬁ(§emllvgo i sthur village, vaz., thaj for whioh

: : T e S ol » dated 17th August 1896 and
¢ ve Y g

In Februa:; 1897 etiempomryr;l::te?}ii ‘(’)"ill@h an estimate was under prepara,tion,

s e

Teceiveq f, . the egtjp, . % W88 being carrjed out.
In Sepzemb:, Slug?erlntendi;hga 1,2,'; f‘-’; th’%dlf’ers;on Amounting to Rs, 18,300 was
I whic, ¢}, . 4897, 4 Printeq pegittimw&t Was returned for revision,

‘ Y again o ion >

val of t}, Protesteq againg i Submitted the villagers of Authur

Super; S qld, ‘b'”’k,_on the ppo 'tet the Tetirement of e ll’?’anla; and urgedothe remo-

for the d_lngnEpgmeel‘ who w:,; Jide of the river. Thig petition was sent to the

Engineer in 279 also of g s 35ked to ®%pedite the re-submission of the estime
M”"eh S SR R sy e by the Superintending

e Superintending Engineer for

P T MR R SN B o R,

No. 471 1., 9tu Joune 1899, 3

s o A A e

A year afterwards in October 1898, the villagers sent another copy of the printed
petition saying that no action had been taken. ! i .

The estimate for the diversion submitted by the Supenntendmg Engineer, revised
as instructed, amounted to Iis. 17,100 and was “sanetioned in G.O., No. 931 I , dated
2nd December 1898. In submitting this estimate the Superintending Engineer stated
that the old bank could only be prorected at g prohibitive cost,

In his letter No. 46 T.N., dated 13th January 199, the Superintending Engi-
neer made a further report on the subject aftor having inspected the banks and inter-
viewed the villagers. In this report he said that the diversion of the bank will be
put in hand as soon as the land required has heen handed over by the Revenue
Department, that pending this work being carried out temporary protection to the old
bank has been given which has prevented further breaching up to this year. As the
Superintending Engineer agreed with the villagers that the river will go on encroach-
ing until in not many years it will reach the new bank to be made, he ad\ised further
protective works. e was thereupon in this office Memo. No. 7 T.N.,, dated 1Ist
February 1899, instructed to submit an estimate for construeting the necessary
groynes. ' : ;

With his letter No, 337 T.N.,; dated 5th May 1839, the Superintending Engineer
submits three alternative estimates for groyues. The estimate Prepared by the
Executive Engineer amounts to Rs. 21,540 and provides for clay groynes revetted
with stone grouted slope | to I. The Supcrintending Engineer does not think this
good enough and submits an alternative estimate of Rg 26,280 with more stone at the
base of the groynes, but he also submits an estimate for solid stone groynes with
slopes 2 to | at base, 1 to | higher up, which amounts to Rs. 30,200 and is approved
and recommended for sanction,

(Signed) W. HUGHES,
3rd June 1899, Chief Engiueer for Irrigation.

OrpER—No, 474 L, dated 9th June 1899,
The following estimate is sanetioned ; —

Irrigation,
43. Minor Works and Navigation.
Agricultural Works,
' Original Works,
Constructing stone groynes in the Tambraparni river right flood bank below
Srivaikuntam Anicut at Aunthur.
BS.

Estimate 30,200
2. This sanection is registered as No. 18 I, of 1899-1900,
(True Extract.)

Under Secretary to Govern ment,
Irrigation Branch,

To the Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
» Superintending Engineer, VI Circle.
»  Examiner, Public Works Accounts,

Exd. P. Seetharam,
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In 1880, the‘%adugai and ‘the trees thereon were dest:foyed and rein
by the officers of the Public Works Department. The destruction of the trees an.(;’::d
Padugai led to the current in the river pressing close to the southern bund whiel iésuI:
ed in its being corroded at several places. By the same means, the sand in the southern
portion of the river bed has been completely washed away with the result that even

when the river is dry there is a deep pool along the southern bank. The deepening of
(o]

‘the southern edge of the river bed has led to a vast accumulation of sand on the north-
ern side and the result is that the river bed in its middie and northern portions has be-
come a large mass of high sand not reachable by water except on oeccasions of very high
floods in the river, This fact will be clearly verified by an inspection of the locality,
from which it will be found, that though there is at present more than six feet of water
on the southern side the middle and northern portions of the river bed are about six
feet (6 feet) above the current in the river., {

5. The diversion of the whole force of the current in the river, towards the
southern bank grad‘ually washed away the southern bund necessitating the putting up
of side bunds which after the absorbtion into the river of the original bunds themselves
became main bunds requiring to be supplemented again by fresh side bunds, The pro-
cess of washing away the southern bank continued gradually till the sidebunds which
becaime main bunds were also washed away and were substituted by frésh side bunds.
By this the current in the river gradually extended southwards. This process is going
on year after year with the result that the existing southern bund is about 50 feet south
of the original bund. The current in the river is running close to tl.le existing south
bund, undermining and corroding it in sgveral places. Unless the old Padugai is res-
tored and masonary groins put up at the spots marked B,C,D, E &F in the accompany-
ing plan, the total destruction of the southern bund is only a question of time.

. 6. The heavy flood of December of 1895 has washed away a portion of the
southern bund and unless immediate measures are adopted on the . lines suggested in
para 5 the next flood will bring about the complete destruction of the southern bund
and the ruin of the village of Authoor and jts lands.

about 150 yards south of the present bund so as to widen the river on the southern side
also.  The petitioners beg to submit that a more suicidal policy cannot be conceived.
As set forth in para 2 the site of the proposed bund must be considerably lower in level
than that of the present bund and that the interval between the two sites much lower
in level than the southern portion of the bed of the river. The proposed  displacement
of the bund will simply result in adding to the river a portion lower in level than even
the lowest part of the present bed and diverting the entire current to that portion. The
result will be that the sandy accumulation on the northern portion of the river bed will
become higher and wider than at present and the river diverted to a course south of the
present one. The violence of the current will be directed with increased vigour to the
proposed bund and the chances are that its vicinity also will be converted into a deep
pool and ultimately the proposed bund will be washed away more easily than the present
Orne.

8. The site of the proposed bund is just on the margin of the dwelling
houses of the Authoor village and the bund if put up will abut on the bund of the

£
)

@ . T .\O-} e . - .
Authoor tank. Thus the proposal of the Public Works Department, will, if carried
into effect place the village as well the tank in amore perilous position than at present
and will simply end in the destruction of the whole village inelusive of its lands, tanks

as well as of the salt pans at Kayalpatam.

9. In the intervening space between the present bund and the site of the
proposed bund there runs a channel which takes off,the drainage water of Korungani’
and other villages into the sea. The construction of the proposed bund will have the
effect of intercepting the course of the said drainage channel and the result wi]] be that
the said channel will naturally find for itself a new course through the very heart of
the dwelling houses of the Authoor village, wash over the Nunja lands and pass on to
the bund of the Authoor tank subjecting it to severe pressure, which pressure will in
course of time bring about the breaking up of the tank.

10. Thus it will be clear that the proposal of the Public Works Department
is a useless one and will merely end in a needless waste of Rs 18,000.

11. In 1888 the Public Works Department made arrangements to wide the
river on the northern side where there is plenty of waste land available. Ip pursuance
of the said armﬁgement a new north bund was constructed from the 10%th mile east of
the Srivaikuntam anicut about 100 yards north of the old north bund, This was only
a carrying out in part of the original proposal which provided for the erection of the
new bund from 10fth mile east of the' Srivaikuntam anicut and the removal of the ori-
ginal north bund. For a proper regulation of the current in the river, the carrying out
in its entirety of the above proposal along with the strengthening of the bund on the
southern bank in the manner indicated by the petitioners, will be amply sufficient.
The removal of the original north bund which is no longer of any use for any purpose,
will render the river sufficiently wide and there is no necessity at all for widening it on
the southern side. The widening of the river on its northern side from the 10+th mile
east of the Srivaikuntam anicut will not be attended with any inconvenience as there
are neither dwelling houses nor N unja lands near that side of the river. The level of
the ground on the northern side of the river is somewhat higher than that of the river
bed and the widening of the river on that part wi ll be of considerable advantage to it
as it will afford ample room for the passage of water during high floods without expos-
ing the river bank to undue pressure by the river water, As already pointed out the
grounds on the southern side of the river s considerably lower in level than even the
:iver bed and any accretion to the river on that side will simply result in diverting the
carrent further south, a result which will prove disastrous to Authoor villagg with its
lands and tank. There is plenty of intervening space hetween the river and the north-
ern bund which is a mere sandy tract with a few palmyra trees standing on it. If the
said tract of sandy land be cut open so as to afford a passage for the current in the
river all chances of the river breaking through its bunds will be obviated.

12.  What is imperatively required to be done is that instead of the southern
portion of the river bed alone being made available for passage of water in the river
owing to the northern portion being silted up with sand due arrangements sho.uld be_
made to equalise as far as possible the levels of the northern and southern Portxons of
the river bed. To effect this end it is necessary to put up masonary groins :1t.' the
spots marked B, C, D, E & T in the accompanying plan, to the height of the top of the
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southern bund, and to reﬁore the old Padugai (u@ams) on the southern side. The
groins will regulate the direction of the current by preventing it from gathering at the
southern edge. The current will then spread over the whole bed and the hollow on the
southern edge of the bed will flll up gradually while the sandy accumulation on the
northern side of the bed will disappear by degrees. - Once the equalisation of the levels
of the various portions of the river bed is accomplished, there will beno difficulty in res-
toring the old Padtigai (w@ans) on,the southern side. If the southern bund isv.’\:li_f,rhtl\'
widened and is provided with masonary revetment on the river side slope, * its po.:itim;‘,
guarded as it will be by the groins and the Padugai, will become simply invulnerable
and complete immunity from ddanger will be secured to the Authoor village, its lands
and tank. The carrying out of these proposals will involve at the most about Rs 12,000
which is only two thirds of the amount estimated for accomplishing the suicidal propo-
sal made by the Public Works Departmeut.

13. Unless early measures are adopted on the lines indicated above, the flood
in the river will prove disastrous to the Authoor village involving its inhabitants in
utter ruin ; such a contingency is certainly to be avoided and the Government will be
guilty of undue inactivity in addition to rendering itself answerable for claim for com-
pensation for any damages that may be very properly made against theg, if they per-
sistently turn a deaf ear to the representations of the Authoor ryots.

14. Various petitions and telegrams have been submitted on the- subject and
the petitioners are grieved to say that no notice has yet been taken of any of them.
15. The petitioners therefore humbly pray.

(1) That the existing southern bund near Authoor be retained and
strengthened by widening and providing it with revetment stones on the river side
slope;

(2) that five masonary groins with strong foundations be erected at suit-

able places so as to fill up gradually the deep pool on the southern edge of the river
bed, and compell the current to spread over the entire bed of the river;

(3) that the oid Padugai on the southern side be restored;
-

(%) and the river be widened on the northern side from the 104th mile
east of the Srivaikuntam anicut by removing the old north bund as originally proposed.

16. The petitioners further pray that temporary groins constructed of the
trunks of Palmyra trees etc. as well as a side bund may be put up at once in order to
obviate any possibility of danger to the Authoor village by any high flood that may

arise in the river during the coming rainy season.
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, Humble petition of Kuppavadanial and Venkatasubbavadanial and other
ryols and inkabitants of Authoor Village, Srivaikuntam Talug.

+

! ESPECTFULLY SHOWETH,

FURTHER PAPERS.
That the situation of Authoor village and the lands connected therewith,

6.0. No. ‘ Department. L Date. " inst on the southern bank of the Thampiraparni river, is such as to demand serious and
1‘ | * early attention owing to the present unsatisfactory condition of the embankment on the
B

e e mv.i's_n'-}" '

g southern side of the river.

y( \T'(/'

e, e

: 1 0 ‘./ 1 l | - 9. The villace of Authoor contains about 10,000 inhabitants and about 3,000
ut ; : A%

R o J 9-\ 57 - / 7 " acres of valuable wetilands yielding an annual revenue of about Rs 35,000 to Govern-

/*/ i / ‘/17 /l ! / / 5 ment. The village site as well as the Nanja lands are lower in level than even the bed of

‘, the river. From the southern embankment the ground slopes rapidly southwards from 4

* level just lower than that of the river bed to one sevéral feet lower, and extends to the
 Uppodai (-1 gen) situated a mile south of the Authoor village. The safety of the

. inhabitants and lands of Authoor villagé depends solely upon the strength of the em-

" hankment on the southern side of the river, which at present consists merely of a mud

" bund corroded at several places by the action of the current in the river. If the river

. water breaks through the said bund, which contingency is very probable in the present

{ unsatisfactory condition of the southern embankment, the current will cease to flow along
its natural course in the river, and the whole volume of water in the river will turn

couthwards through the opening in the bund and take a southerly course overwhelming

the houses and lands in Authoor Village and covering the salt pans of Kayalpatam.

3. A few furlongs higher up Authoor, the “river flows from north to south
and bends eastwards just a few yards west of Authoor village. The brunt of the pres-
sure of the stream is directed towards the southern bank and unless the present bund is
strengthened there is every danger of its being washed away. This circumstance renders
‘ the danger of the low level situation of Authoor village more acute.

f

e T R A

S ————

" 4, Prior to 1882, in consideration of all these circumstances the southern
bund was placed on a spot of the highest level south of the river. Groins were placed
< | in the river so as to prevent the current in the river from dashing against the southern
bund in its bend from the southetly to the easterly course. The intervening space bet-
ween the bund and the actual river bed, i e.the Padugai (u@as) was planted with
. trees and thus all chances of the current in the river making encroachments on the
o southern side were obviated. Just about the turning point of the course of the river
there was a mud groin with a masonary crest at the spot marked A in the accompanying
plan which prevented the rivercurrent from carrying away the sand on the sonthern
edge of the river and undermining Padugai (uBm=) and the southern bund. The said
oroin made the water in the river flow through the middle of the river bed. By all
F}lxese means the safety of the southern bund, which was of a sufficiently high level w-3
completely secured and the village of Authoor was rendered proof against any danger of
being flooded when there was high water in the river. '

-
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Works (1894 ) Department.

CURRENT No.
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southern bund, and to restore the old Padugaj (4025) on the s iy
groins will regulate the directiqn of the curren by Preventing it from 'thle f'il(;}f:; The
southern edge. The current will then Spread over the whole bed and tiz h :;nb at the
southern edge of the bed will fll] up gradually while the sandy accumula:' OW on the
northern side of the bed will disappear by degrées, Onee the equalisation :;I;h: Illevt:;:

of the various portions of the river beg 18 accomplisheq th i :
er 11 ; : .
toring the old Padugai (u@aa) on the southern gide, J 7 e will beno difficulty in res. .
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guarded as it will be by the groins and the Padugy;, will become < . « WA !
and complete immunity from danger will he secured to oy nvulnerable By Order
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14.  Various petitions and telegrams have been submitted on the S‘UBject i .v v do { e Vs
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No. /055>,

the petitioners aregrieved to say that no notice has yet been taken of any of them.
15.  The petitioners therefore humbly pray.

(1) That the existing sotithern bund near Authoor he retained gnq
strengthened by widening and providing if With revetment stones on the river gide
slope; \ _ o L

S e

v & Dated_3' SefrToKen ingh.

Received /
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Spare copies

(2) that five masonary groins with étx;c')hg foundations be erected at snig.
able places so as to fill up gradually the deep pool on the southern edge of the river
bed, and compell the current to spread over the entire bed of the river;

(3) that the old Padugai on the southern side be restored 3 X Y
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