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Dated Calcutta, the 26th May 18¢8,

From—P. DONALDSON, Esq., Superintendent of the Presidency Jail, Calcutta,

To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Home Depaitment, through the
Goveinment of Bengal.

With reference to your demi-official letter No. 68, dated Simla, the 27th
ultimo, suggesting that I should submit the plans, etc., of my design for jail
cubicles to the Government of India through the Bengal Government, I have
now the honour to do so, together with some remarks explanatory of the
annexed drawings. I can supply better drawings if required.

The plan in drawing No. 1 shows an arrangement of four portable cubicles
laid down in line and fixed to the floor of a ward, F. G. H. J., being the opening
ends or front of the line. The front elevation, A. B., shows the arrangement of
the doors of two such cubicles, K. and L. being the doors. It also shows the
mechanism for working the lock-relieving apparatus of a series of doors at
O. P. O. which is described further on. The back elevation, C. D., shows the
backs of two cubicles ; and the side elevation, E., the side of one such cubicle.
From these drawings it is sufficiently obvious that this portable cubicle is com-

osed of a framework of four vertical members, one at each corner, as shown
in the front and back elevations at 1, 2, 3, 4, four horizontal members at top,
as shown in plan at 5, 6, 7, 8, and four similar horizontal members as shown
in the side elevation at 1-A., and back elevation at 1-B., below. These
members are preferably made from angular bars of iron or steel of L. section
rivetted together and provided with gusset or stiffening plates at the angles
formed at the junction of vertical with horizontal members, as at B. (see back

elevation).

The open portions of the framework are closed on top, sides and back
with an open webbing of stout ribband steel (as, for instance, at S. in side
elevation), the meshes or openings of which may be each from 40 to 50 square
inches or even more, the area of the meshes being governed only by their
capacity for preventing the occupant from crawling through them, They can
therefore be pitched up to 8 inches square. These ribbands are rivetted to
the framework in vertical or horizontal lines or otherwise, and at certain points
of intersection one with the other, the objects being to prevent the occupants
from readily leaving the cubicles, whilst air currents can pass freely through the
meshes in all directions.

The open portion of the lower four horizontal members may be closed in
with a similar open webbing of ribband steel, the meshes of which may be
smaller because on this the occupant spreads his blankets and sleeps. All the
foregoing is so obvious from drawing No. 1 that it is unnecessary to refer to it
except in this general description.

As evidence of their portability, the design admits of the cubicles bein
fitted together in a workshop, taken to pieces, packed, sent to any part of India
and re-erected at site.  When put together they can be arranged and fixed in
a sleeping ward, the feet of the vertical members being buried in masonry.
They can be fixed as far apart or as near one from the other, as convenient.
They can be placed in long double lines along a ward, or in series of threes or
fours across a ward, or infact in any distribution, as regards grouping, most
suitable for the shape of the ward in “which placed.

The longer the line, the fewer the padlocks, as each line, of whatever
number, can be secured at P. (see front elevation drawing No. 1) with one
single padlock.

The doors of the cubicles are fixed at the front ends as shown at F. G. H. J.
in drawing No. 1, v2de plan, and also front and side elevation, They may be
of wood framing filled in with wire netting as shown, or {of angular iron or steel
filled in with steel ribbands or slots, preferably the latter. '
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e L ss. But with lines of portable cubicles the window opemn%s
finds no ready fng % attaching gunny purdahs to the ends of cubicles th:htcou :
may be kept in }?ield )t’he sleepers from the impact of the wind and yet a o];v o
be dropped to :0 the ward. These purdahs would be in charge of the watchman
its free ac}clf)sf:oul d regulate their hanging when on wat.ch. . . : :
5. dllliy '::I be seen that the use of galvanized wire netting in the “construction o
wi

.t n favour of flat ribbands or slots of steel placed
L ihm iy lgslbsg?zggarzxg?:ende]t?iiz is unnecessarily costly as corpp;x'led. wgh
widely apart. : ZV Unless tightly stretched it bulges and looks unslgf tly. : l‘:
thesp e nbhan S;ins set up when stretching it heavier sections of rameword
o g 2 s}rr steel ribbands.  All this means extra cost and decyeafﬁ
Ric Tqued St?::] s(ljots or ribbands are cheap, easily fixed, and do not strain the
eﬂimencyl'( even, when rivetted up to look smart and ﬁrm. 3 et
framewor e G i appeal to the Engineer who has tc;l cu isla
This portal .? cuBeing all of uniform design and dimensions he s b:n y t(ciy
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LSt ip Have ;he:(;i::-‘i?‘::o‘;‘; f:)onstructed in the Presidency Jail to the dimen-
As regards ;
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they were put together and fixed by the convict blacksmiths,

2102-P., dated Calcutta, the 26th August 188,
1::;. BOLTO; Esq,, C.S.I, Chief Secretary to the Government of
From=—C. W. ’ ; .
Bengal :
The Secretary t; the Government of India, Home Department,
To—The

he receipt of the letter from. the Home
I am dir?vctec; xt; gactl;rzlozvlzzdii Jf,l; 1898,paqd subsequent reminder noted
Department, No. ) .

in the margin, calling for an éxpression of -

. Ipi i to whether
the 16th August 1898. oplmoq C?f thec .Governm(?nt s
No,af@ M in favour. of the use of the jaul_l cubicles designed by Mr. P
gtp:arllsrslgﬁ lsSulperintendent of the Presidency Jail.
0 )

information of the Government of India,

2. In re_p]y Iham t:osttz;.)t:énfft):i;geon an extensive scale, but that a group of

that ghe Gubicies ax;eu in the Presidency Jail about a Year ago for the sake _of

five of them were pu belt): n in almost constant use. The arrangements for locking

Spoient 2ue ha\:ie signed that the doors of a row of cubicles canbe closed at

the cubicles are so de gible to open or shut one cubicle withoyt Interfering with

one time, while it IIS P oescstor General of Jails reports that the cubicles appear to

the othe;ls- E,?:mgrslfs and that they could probably ‘be erected as cheaply as

. =¥ .

:?l;lsghirs tgat have been designed.

G. C. Press, Simla.—No, 1469 H., D.—l-lo-98,—3xo.
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Home Department.

R. NATHAN, Esg,, - i
Under Secretary to the Government of India, |

FrROM

Fails,

S
Simla, the 3"“‘:“:%98,

SIR,

10-Jails

I aMm directed to refer to Home Department Resolution No. 5=
of the 5th December 1895, with which the Government of India circulatéd for the
information of Local Governments and Administrations a plan and specification
of cubicles for the confinement of prisoners by night which had been adopted in
the Bhagalpur Jailin Bengal. ; »

5. Mr. Donaldson, Superintendent of the Presidency Jail at Calcutta,
has devoted attention to the construction of cubicles for jails and has invented

a pattern which has been tried in the Calcutta Jail. 1 am directed to forward, for
- - - -

s o s the accompanying plans of these cubicles

+ 32',‘*;’,3‘;?;, Sated Jhe a6th Aagust 1808, with a letter® from Mr.Donaldson explaining

their construction and use, and a letterf

from the Government of Bengal reporting on the result of their trial in the Pre-
sidency Jail.

3. 1 am to take the opportunity to say that the Government of India have

read with interest the remarks on the construction of cubicles in the sleeping

wards of jails made in 2 of MaFrao (xeverweh o .
lohk JudC, ¥\ Ko M Tune l@‘, 6 and trust that the matter will receive

continued attention.

I have the honour to be,
SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,
R. NATHAN,

Under Secretary to the Government of India.

G. C. Press, Simla.—No. 1169 H. D.—1-10.68. =284




PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVE'RNMENT.

REaDp the following paper s

*
From the Govermment of India, Home Nepartmant,

Ho.444, dated 3rd Octobar 1898,

O R DA Ri=No,471,dated 16th iarch 1399,

Commuicatad te the Inspictor-Gansral of Prison

Ta
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(Trna Fxrtract)
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for Chiaf Sacratary.
p,

=)

To the Iunspactor-Gauaral of Prisons.(with enclo wres, )

Copy teo the Public Works Dept, fwith snclos.)
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