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Excess Outlay

Authorising the Examiner of Public Works Accqunts to admit the — of Rs. 5,264
incurred on the first-class taluk office at Kollegal, Coimbatore district, and drawing
the attention of the Superintending Engineer, IV Circle, to certain remarks of the
Chief Engineer.
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| Item (a)—There has been excess both in quantity and rate. The excess in the
former is due to (1) one course of levelling brick having been placed over the con-
crete foundation owing to the uneven level of the ground ; and (2) the latrine was built
of table-moulded bricks instcad of country bricks to utilize the remaining bricks after
the construction of the main building. The increase in rate is attributed to the work
being done departx_nentally as workmen had to be imported from Madras and other
places, Kollegal being an out-of-the-way place.

Item (b).—The excess is due to teak bressummers being used instead of jungle
wood provided for in the estimate, and also to the fixing charges which had to be
paid for separately, as the estimate rate only covered the tendered rate for the supply
of scantlings.

; Tiem (e).—The increase in this item is also due to the estimate rate having been
paid to the contractor for the supply of scantlings, and the fixing charges having to
be paid for separately.

Item (d).—The estimate rate was Rs. 15, whereas Rs. 18 was paid for the supply
of planks, exclusive of all fixing charges.

Item (¢).—This item being the total of trifling excesses in various sub-heads, no
explanation was offered. |

_1tem (f).—The excess under this item is principally due to (1) inadequate
provision for cutstone work, and wrought-iron work in the original estimate involving
an additional outlay on these items of Rs. 477 and Rs. 493, respectively ; and (2) the
basement of certain interior walls had to be built of rough stone in mortar owing to
the difficulty experienced at the time in manufacturing bricks.

Item (g).—Cuddapah slabs were used for the flooring in lieu of square tiles
provided for in the estimate. This deviation was sanctioned by my predecessor
Myr. Hannan, as the Executive Engineer pointed out that the extra cost could be met
from contingencies.

3. Tt will be observed from the completion report and comparative statement that
the excess in almost all the items is due to higher rates than those allowed in the
sanctioned estimate.

4. The work was done departmentally, contractors being employed for the supply
of materials. Apparently there was no proper authority for paying higher rates than
those originally sanctioned, and it is not clear why a revised estimate was not submitted
as the necessity for one must have become apparent at an early stage of the work.

5. Although the work was completed so far back as August 1896, the completion
report and comparative statement have only now been received from the Executive
Engineer who attributes the long delay in submitting them to the accounts of the work
not being closed till August 1398, as the contractor did not accept the measurements
for wood work allowed to him by the different subordinates who were in charge while
the work was in progress. The Executive Engineer also states that the completion
report might have been submitted earlier if not for the pressure of work in his office.

Office-note from the Examiner, Public Works Accounts, No. 865 B./A. dated 16th |
- March 1899.

Verified and returned.

e

No. 1454 C.
Note by the Chief Engincer, Public Works Department.

Estimates, aggregating in all Rs. 40,090, for constructing a first-class taluk
cutcherry, with subsidiary buildings at Kollegal, were sanctioned in G.Os., No. 1179
W., dated 28th April 1893, No. 1763 W., dated 7th July 1893, No. 1344 W., dated
7th June 1895, and No. 3613 W., dated 16th December 1896, respectively. The
Superintending Engineer, IV Circle, now submits for sanction of Government a com-
pletion report, which has been verified by the Examiner, Public Works Accounts,
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work was completed in August 1896, and the comparative statement is only now
submitted, The Executive Engineer attributes the delay to pressure of work in his
office, and to the accounts not being closed till August 1898, as the contractor
refused to accept the measurements for wood work allowed him. The Superintending
Engineer, IV Circle, should see that similar delays are not allowed to occur again.

(Signed)  A. W. SMART, Col., R.E.,

22nd March 1899. Acting Chief Engineer.

Orper—No. 934 W., dated 29th March 1899,

The Examiner is authorised to admit the outlay of Rs. 5,264 incurred in excess

of the sanctioned estimate for the construction of a first-class taluk office at Kollegal,
Coimbatore district.

2. The attention of the Superintending Engineer is drawn to the concluding
sentence of para. 2 of the Chief Engineer’s note read above.

(True Extract.)

Under Secretary to Government.

To the Superintending Engineer, IV Circle, with completion report,
: and comparative statement.
,» BExaminer, Public Works Accounts.

Exd. Skiak Karim.
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