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G.0.,, No. 591, 5th September 1899,
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Compensation for dearness of food,

ard to the proposed revision
to Government employés in the Civil Department, and
ent of India be addressed in the matter.

Accepting the views expressed by the Board of Revenne in reg
of the rules regulating the grant of —
ordering that the Governm

-
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v to extend the benefits of the compensation allowance as
resent, 7.e., do not the existing limits—Rs. 15 in ordinary cases,
' of men who have to keep a horse or camel—include Govern-
 ought to be in a ition to meet the extra expenses cansed by
f seasons, without special allowances ? If so, what limits of pay
ited ?
has already been ruled by the Government of India (vide Notification in
rent, dated 17th May 1870, No. 465), that grain compensation allowance
‘be given to men absent on leave. Should not the same principle be
_time servants who are only engaged by Government for specific duties
“do not prevent their earning money in other ways? On the other hand, should
made clear that the allowance is admissible to acting men and temporary
provided always that they are drawing rates of pay which have been fixed with
» to normal circumstances ?

vernment servants drawing consolidated rates of pay, part

hee granted for the upkeep of a horse or camel, should not

whether they are eligible for grain compensation be decided according as

i o above-mentioned allowance, falls within or without the

in: ; Government servants ? Thus, taking the present. rates,

: in a horse for the performan dinary duties, ‘but does

1y special allowance therefor as pa olidated pay, he would

"Rs. 25 limit ; but if he receives a horse allowance, such allowance

xcluded, and the test to be applied for determining his eligibility for the
is whether his remaining net pay is in excess of Rs. 16 or not.

~In replying to this reference, Local Governments and Administrations are
to keep the following general prineiples in view :—

rst.—Rules for the grant of compensation for dearness of food must be as
e as possible. 1f they are vague oOr indefinite, any temporary pressure will
ly give rise to numerous claims and to unnecessary additional expenditure.
Government employés should not be encouraged to think that their pay is liable to
nerease in years of high prices any more than it is liable to decrease in yearsin which
ces fall below the average and it is only in entirely exceptional cases that any
im for a special compensation gllowance really arises. The problem is therefore

ow to give an accurate and workable definition of these exceptional eircumstances.

§§5@"4vT“The crules must in any case be such as to leave with the Local
ents the discretion of pronouncing whether in any districts the exceptional
ces above mentioned exist or not, and at the same time to ensure that the
ernments will on the whole (though not necessarily in all details) proceed

lines in doing so.
relation to the ordinary price of the staple food of the
+¢ district in which they are employed, and are therefore inadequate when
rises. The Government of India do not consider that such an assumption has
y adequate foundation. Wages in the case of petty servants are largely determined
by the custom and practice of the Local Government as a whole. The Government is
der no obligation to give compensation to a man merely because he will

tting for the time less real remuneration than his brethren elsewhere.

_ It is further necessary to guard against the fallacy that the wages of menial

e—

et -Qrdoé.—-Ordered, that a copy of the foregoing resolution be forwarded to all
Tocal Governments and Administrations, and to all Departments of the Government
of India,

(By order.)

(Signed) - W. S. MEYER,
Offg. Depy. Secy. to the Govt. of India.
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r all gral'nssnd places alike. The warniug and scarcity rates
s are based on the principle of percentage increases,and [ am to
o may also be adopted in article 72 of the Civil Account Code.

—e—————
E - e e - —— — e e

I Percentage | Percentage
rise above | rise above
normal scarcity
prices when | rates before
compersation|compensation
will be may be
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IB.JVI:I‘EYEB, Esq., Officiating Deputy Secretary to the Government of India, Finance
‘and Commerce Department, to the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Revenue
Department, dated 20th May 1897, No. 2287-Ex.

am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 136, dated the 4th March
n the subject of the modification of the rules regarding the grant of compensation for
mess of provisions to servants of Government on civil establishments.

9. Under the rules, as they now stand, grain compensation is not admissible until the
g price of the cheapest grain of any kind commonly used by the people of the district is
dearer than 12 seers a rupee. Tt is esplained, however, that the normal prices of the staple
gbod,gxfa_ing in different districts in the Madras Presidency vary considerably, so that in some
ricts a slight increase in the price of the staple food- grain ¢ entitles” Government servants
0 compensation, while in others no relief is admissible even when the prices have risen very
largely. Inequalities such as these in the working of the rules are, it is stated, a source of
 hardship, and a remedy is suggested by the adoption of percentage increases over normal
prices as the basis of compensation.
. 3. In reply, I am directed to refer to the letter from this Department, No. 3040, dated
: thelgth,lnne 1899, and to observe that the price limits stated in the present rules should not
regarded as those beyond which Government employés are entitled to compensation. They
merely laid down as the rates at which discretion is given to Local Governments to grant
Most of the inequalities, which the Government of Madras urge in the operation of the
present limits, can therefore be met and avoided by the discretion vested in the Local Govern-
ments as regards the application of the rules. Compensation for dearness of food should
not be given, that is, merely because the case falls technically within the limits of article 72,
Volume I, of the Civil Account Code ; there must be at the same time such a pressure on the
resources of the inferior Government servants that a temporary increase in their pay is
argently required. As the Madras Government justly observe, the discretion vested in them
enables them to withhold compensation in cases where, though permissible by rule, it is not
really required.
4. T am to add that, in the opinion of the Government 'of India, a departure from the
resent rule to that of a standard fixed by a ratio of increase over normal rates would open
the door to so many difficulties in the establishment of rates that it wounld give rise to more
doubts and correspondence over the settlement of cases than the present rule of fixed rates
{empered in their npplication by the discretion allowed to Local Governments. The Govern-
ment of India are also of opinion that, as a general rule, it is reasonable to hold that, until the
pressure of scarcity has reached the point indicated by price of 12 seers the rupee, the need
has not arisen for resorting to the exceptional step of increasing, temporarily, the pay of
Government servants on account of the dearness of food.
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to demand for which is consequently com-

vins rise much less rapidly in the times of scarcity

the people, and it is doubtful whether it can be safely

eed for the grant of compensation does not arise till

three times their normal level ; on the other hand, it is to be

ncy the exceptions to be allowed to such a rule will be far wore

as will be apparent from the statement appended to my

;I it wi that in twelve out of the twenty-two

dency the pric iole 72 of the Civil Account Code is higher

es, and in the case of seven of them considerably higher. These scarcity

the Local Government from time to time under fxed rulesare (vide section

taken as a sure indication of the existence of severe scarcity

oduction of relief measures, and it appears to His Excellency in

nably assumed that when the ‘state of the season and of prices is

“for Government %0 andertake special measures for the relief of

od has also arisen for affording velief to such of its own servants

prevalent high prices, and that it is therefore unsafe n this

ciple laid down by the Goyernment of India. This was fully

189192, when prices never rose to 12 seers per rupee in any of

g Ir'aliéi'v_mﬂia on a large scale had to be opened in some of them

sin the early parb of the current year. 1t would only seem natural

.gxanting famine batba in scarcity, the searcity rates should be referred
scarcity and not an arbitrary universal rule.

t a rise of 100 per cent. over normal prices in the case of
ioe ; the normal prices are Gixed for each district

evious sanction of the Local Govern-

with due regard to the average prices

rs ; the present normals adopted in 1806 being subject to revision
The scarcity rates thus represent a very high percentage of increase
‘on considering the question in the light of the oriticisms in the letter
Foxcellency the Governor in Council is of opinion that they may also be

! ~grant of famine batta. These rates are less arbilrary than the
_geers per rupee, an will greatly reduce the inequalities in the

: districts. If their adoption makes the grant of batta permissible in

\ earlier stage than at present, it also puts off the grant till considerably later
\d the increased cost, if any, to the State which would result from it must be

t is not anderstood why the adoption of the principle of percentage increases over
< should ive rise %o doubts and correspondence in the settlement of particular
- ; tie._,s,'the:(}ovemment ia anticipates in the establishment of rates.
yble of easy determi 1o records of prices, and the per-

dicative of severe scarcity can be cettled with reference to the circamstances

d when these two elements are fixed, the point ab which the grant of batta

ble is d i . Itisnot proposed that compensation should be paid

course when the prices reach the scarcity rates, but only that the Local Govern-

th discretion to grant it ab this stage instead of at the stage prescribed

1 amw to resabmit the question for the consideration of the Governs

proposed is so desirable that in the opinion of this Government ib

at some increased cost t0 the State ; but if the slight increase in

ious objection t0 the change, L am to suggest that 1t may be met
of servants to whom compensation is payable.

e ———

- MIB No. 205, Revenue, dated 19th January 1898.

: orned to the Depattments of the Seeretariat, the Board of Revenue and the
Snpemtendent, Madras Survey, for gavour of an early expression of opinion.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. 8. FORBES,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the %thé'of the Secretariat.
= Board of Revenue (all departments)-
., the Superintendent; Madras Survey.
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m F. C. BARRISON, Esq., Accountant-General to the
fadras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Fort
h February 1598, No. 501:—

Sk & BT s
your endorsement No. 287, dated the 3rd of February 1898,
e Revenue Department, Mis. No. 295, dated 19th January 1898,
0 rules for the grant of compensation for dearness of pro-
ants, I have the honour to observe that of the several
par ph 2 of the Government of India Resolution, No. 4-Ex.,
January 1898, questions (1)and (2) appear to have been fully
rnment. It might, however, be considered whether it
mofussil to make the fact of relief works existing in the
: e propriety of granting compensation to lowly-paid
p e towns, an appeal to the price of various food-grains
iwds poi Rs. 12 is, in my opinion, a suffieiently low limit of salary.
4 ved in point (%) 1s the grant of the compensation to part-time
ov nt and to acting and temporary employés. As the former
of their time to Government service, and are thus able to employ
pplementing their earnings, they do not appear to deserve th
o full-time servants. The easés of acting and temporary men
~deeided in G.O., No. 781, Revenue, dated 13th September 1897,
er remarks to offer in their case.
point (5), I think that the claim of an officer who draws consolidated
vhich has been expressly granted for the apkeep of a camel or a
‘ = he e seftled with reference to his net salary after the deduction of the
f : special expenses. _
received with your endorsement are returned.

P i

 No. 300, Financial, dated 11th March 1898.
letter from the Accountant-General will he transferred to the Revenue

L g

(S8igned) 8. G. ROBERTS,
Jor Chief Secretary.

Ilﬁmm Department (with Current No. 482, in original).

o the following G.0., Mis. No. 573 L., dated 25th March 1898 : —
, Mis. No. 295, Revenue, dated 19th January 1898.

he foll ﬁng letter from the Sanitary Engineer to Government, to the Secre-
hr;sto Government, Local and Municipal Department, dated 16th February
1898, No. 235:—

Wﬁhm{emnce to your endorsement No. 190, dated 14th February 1898, on
G.0., Mis, No. 295, dated 19th January 1898, I have the honour to remark as
llows : —
i (1) The limit of 12 and 10 seers per rupee of the common staple food-grain
~ of a district is not a practical indication of the severity of famine, and is therefore
unsuitable as 8 means of forming a basis for the grant of compensation for dearness
S il .
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on 111 ;.Iﬁeouidmﬁle present limits fair and would not
~there may bo instances-where a person drawing Rs. 16
' than the _famine cooly, as his wife and children

e

| question IV, 1 consider that servants absent or Jeave should not be
& oii dilowanioe: * Papt=time SO should similarly be dealt with.
vy sorvants whose pay has been fixed -aceording to normal eireum-

s admissible to graw- eompensation ‘allowance subject to 2 maximum

.
v

: refetence to~ question there are 0o sorvants of the class alluded to
» in the Medical Departments © )

No. 483, Publie, dated 29th March 1898-.
. seon-General’s letter will be sorwarded to the Revenue Department for
gﬂﬁ}'méﬂfﬂcohédrs with the Sm'geon-General’s views in para-
18 of (z‘riﬁcizing.’his proposal in paragraph 1, and is not prepared

&

A. R. KNAPP,
* for Chief Secretary.

: er i C. CARDOZO, Esqs C.LE- Superintendent,
: vey; o Se - fo Government, Reyenue, Department,

83;18981 G.5tmod

5. 905, Revenue, dated 19th January 1898, referring for opinion
% of the rules regulating the grant of compensation’ for
to Government employés in the Civil Department. - .

submit replies to the five questions asked by the Govern-

g

;- ENCLOSURE.
 Queries by the Government of India. Reply of Superintendent, Madras Survey.

Are the limits of 12 and 10 seers per L Having regard to pormal prices, these
of the common staple food-grain of the limits of 10 and 12 seers would not appesr
district” which " must be seached before . ghe ' fair, ~because, pormal prices vary greatly in
of compe . at, prese! issib difforent districts. A very slight rise above
can be drawn, suit 3 the normal rate, €9 Jess than 2 seers ‘per
‘pormal prices of these grains rupee in Malabar, would give compensation,
vimes ? 1f not, what modification of the rule _while in North Arcot no compensation would
should be made, and on what grounds? be given uatil prices had risen to more than

1 adt o aths _double the normal rate, i.6., irom 30 seers to
12 seers per rupee:

9. It seems doubtful whether consideration
‘of pormal rates i really the fairest way of
looking:at the question which i praetically, I
yenture to submit, how much, or what fraction
of a man’s pay ¢an he be fairly expected to
_spend on his food. :

3. Taking the A famine ration as the quan-
tity required, it would seem that, when fizing

the limit of 12 seers, the Governwent of India

c'oﬁsidered'that as soon as prices rise 80 high
. that’ s men must spend  the €ost of 30 A
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No. 1372, Bducational, dated 20th. June
jsl§3. gy
D DUNCAN, M.A, D.Sc., LL.D. Director of

S the Secretary to Government, Educational
98, No. 6022.

No. 324, Rducational, dated 7th February 1893,
"No. 295, Revenue, dated 19th January 1898, L
- qghm d_,ioll;oﬁwing answers to the geveral questions raised in
, er!emmnnt'oilndia Resolution therein embodied :—
pee laid down in article 72 of the
: respectively, in view of the
st quarter of the century, suceessive
0 ins ; to a general and steady increase
nd. sessment and other causes, the price of grains did
e down to the original figure, i.e., the rafe at
of the famine, but has, on the other hand,
. olined. to think that this tendency
necessary-
the prices of the principal
ble and inexpedient. The
oportion of population consuming each of
idely that a suitable average cal hardly
“pop consume two kinds of food-
oportions acoording, o their
hen the prices vary of even

when its price rises.

2%n ordinary cases seems to be susceptible of reduc-
He case of men Who have to keep a norse OF
95 to Re. 22. The {ower limit, iz, 1 to 9,
need not be given to part-time Govern-
ble that all acting and temporary hands,

should be granted the allowance.
a special allowance for the upkeep
! pensation allowance on the
the proper per-
> of his duties and if this has been taken 3 1 is emolument.
in the cost of food-grains 1 generally accompanied ; ,in the

or other grains ased to feed & horse Of came

grom calculation would be 2 hardship to persons enjoying such

= o« FOAERT g8 :
1 beg to suggest that opportunity may be taken of the revision of the article
0 extend the concession 10 ;pendiaries n training and technical schools. The holders
of stipends in such schools m ]y subsist on their stipends, and the present scale of

uch stipends is inadequate to meet the increased cost of living during the period when

‘and scarcity prevall:

ENCLOSURE.

Article 72, Civil Aecount Code.

Com nsation for dearness of food may be givel, when necessarys at the discretion and
ander the special orders of Local Governments and Heads of Imperial Departments in accord-
~ ance with the following rules :—

When grain, the common staple district, is dearer shan Re. 1 for ten seOS, all
gorvants of Government on Civil Esta whose pay does not exceed Rs. 16 per

mensem, OF ib the case of men required orse or camel Rs. 25 per mensem, may
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 these rules has, as already pointed out in the papers printed with

_ venue, dated 19th January 1898, produced anomalous results,

at, while the normal prices of the staple food-grains vary widely, from

per rupee in Malabar to 52 seers (ragi) in North Arcot (vide colnmns

ed statement No. I), the price, which should be reached before the

y is granted, is the same for all grains and for all districts. The discre-

d in Government as regards the grant of the batta has only enabled it to
‘compensation where it is allowable under the rules, and not to grant it in
hich, though the staple grain may not have risen in price above 12 seers per
re are clear indications of the existence of distress. That this rule cannot
ual in its operation will be seen from the figures in column 2 of statement
xed, which show the percentages by which the prices of the staple food-
uld rise above the normal in each distriet before famine batta can be granted
per cent. in the prices of rice is sufficient in the case of

Arcot the prices of ragi must rise by about 16:7 per cent.
ed in the recent famine. In Ganjém, for which rice is
was found possible to grant the extra allowance to Govern-
months before relief works were opened in the district, while
r which the staple grain is cholam, it was not possible under

tta until six months after the starting of relief works. It is

ing rules require modification, and the direction in which they

be best seen by a consideration of the salient points on which

‘the Local Government is specially invited in paragraph 2 of the

_would premise by observing that, though it may be admitted, as

e Government of India, that the wages of menial servants have no

e ordinary price of the staple food-grain of the district in which

loye | cannot therefore be considered inadequate when this rises,

t t be denied that, when an abnormal rise in prices makes it impossible

ach servants to procure with their wages even a bare subsistence, it is the duty

of Government to grant them such additional allowance as will enable them to do so.
A failure to recognise this fact is sure to lead to most undesirable results, especially
in the case of the police. It must be observed that the scale of pay of the Civil
' establishments was fixed at a time when prices were generally much lower than now,
d that, as the tendency is for prices to rise while the pay is fixed, it seems both
essary and expedient that, in exceptional years, some extra allowance should be

an to low-paid servants to enable them to supply themselves with the means of bare

. Board will now proceed to answer seriatimn the salient points referred by

e Government of India. The first question raised is, whether *‘ the limits of 12 and
“seers per rupee of the common staple food-grain of the district, which must be
ed before the rates of compensation at present admissible can be drawn,” are
suitable, having regard to the normal prices of these grains in ordinary times. If
what modification of the rules should be made and on what grounds.” The
itability of the present limits of 12 and 10 seers per rupee has already been
amented on by the Board. If, as pointed out in paragraph 2 of the Government

of India letter, No. 3040, dated 18th June 1889, famine batta is to be granted when
.the price of the common food of the people of the distriet indicates a general scarcity

- and pressure in the district, the limit of price determining the grant of batta should
. necessarily vary for each district, and the proper limit would seem to be the scarcity
- rate fixed for each district, under the Famine Code, in respect of the food-grain
. declared by Government to be the common staple of the district (column 10 of state-
ment No. I). This scarecity rate, according to section 2 of the Famine Code, is, as a
. general rule, “a sure indication of the existence of severe searcity calling for the
- immediate introduction of relief measures,” Power may, however, be reserved to
Government 'to declare when the grant of famine batta should be commenced after
the scareity rate has been reached. If the above proposal is approved, the one-rupee
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proposals made in paragraphs 5 to 10 above will work will
xed statement No. I1I, which shows the months during which
ave been payable under each of those ‘proposals, in the several

‘residency, during the year 1897.
consideration of this statement, the Board is inclined to think that
s in paragraphs 5 and 10 (of which, it would prefer the latter) are not only
the other schemes discussed in these proceedings but will also, on the

more economical.

he third point to be considered is whether “ the existing limits of pay of the

, to whom compensation allowance may be paid do not include those who ought
in a position to meet the extra expenses caused by the vicissitudes of seasons
at special allowances, and if so, what limits of pay should be substituted.” The
that the present limits of pay are not excessive and should be

he nez’(!t;tkwo questions put by the Government of India, the Board
ime se)"gq.'nts' should not receive the allowance but that temporary

receive it, provided that their pay is fixed with reference to normal

on to be considered relates to Government servanis drawing
y of Rs. 25 or less, part of which has been expressly granted
Béat{e or camel, As this class of officers does not exist in this
oes not consider that it need express any opinion on the point.

(True Extract.)
~ (Signed) LIONEL DAVIDSON,

Acting Secretary.

to Government, Revenue Department, -

with three statements.

ExcLosures.
No. L.

~ SrareMENT showing the prices of the staple food-grains of each district in the Madras
' : Presidency, in seers of 80 tolas per rupee.

| |
| Averages of normal |
Normal rates. i gty ‘

| Averages |the s
lof scarcity | grain, the
| | rates of | price of
| All staple | Rice and | all staple (which now
| grains. | omedry | grains. | regulates
famine
batta.

|
|
f
Cholam. | Cumbu.

K?’:‘IQ“(Q?CN‘QN?QNM
OSSO ™S ~1h e

Coimbatore ..
TPrichinopoly
Tanjore

5 = G0 1D He Hn B 0 O 0O OV TN GO 0D W i @

S OO B BT

e

A jura

N.’l evelly ..
1 e

Mm e

South Canara

P—‘D-‘P—‘I\'t'\'dl\:l;'?\\:l;

- o

= O — — ———y

The figures in antique type indicate the grains with reference to the price of which famine batta is now gran
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» grain commonly used by Gov-
, these rules are directly intended
fix one staple for the whole of one

¢lass above mentioned is rice in the

luka. To preseribe cholam for the whole
as in times of distress rice rises in price

 a native of India cannot change his ordinary
comfort and would generally sooner semi-starve

 rule as it is with the proviso that care should be
staple that it is in reality the common ‘food of the

the officers consulted consider that the present
ses to lower the limit to Rs. 12, another to raise
xtent.

s presses heavily on poorly paid clerks, because
position in native society that their families can in no
s can those of peons, &e. It is therefore necessary in
sion to this class of Government servants, but I think

Rs. 15 which includes all elerks of the lowest grade,
next grade,
to extend the concession to Rs. 20, but I do not think it is

ent servants to my knowledge in the Presidency who are

o , part of which has been expressly granted for the

so the Rs. 25 limit does not apply here.  There are, however,
superintendents on Rs. 20 or so, who ought to keep a pony for

of their duties. To such men I would grant compensation for

m at the following rates :—

Rate of comnensation
per mensem.

RS. A. P.

e ¥ G 0

s i k8.0

ose 80 0
uction of a certificate that the pony was maintained.

, 4.—The officers consulted are ananimous that part-time servants
compensated, and that all acting and temporary men, including those
to * Works ”” should receive compensation at the same rate as permanent men.
o not agree with them with regard to the first point. The part-time servants
mployed are sweepers, waternren, ‘punkah-pullers, &e., who are paid salaries
, 2, 3, &e., per mensem, it being understood that their services are only required

t of the day, and that they are at liberty to supplement their pay elsewhere.
» the total earnings of such people are not likely to exceed Rs. 6 or 7 per
; tied down by their partial duties as much as whole-time servants
their homes in search of work elsewhere, and it seems to me
that they should be excluded from the benefit of the compensation rules.
time duties prevent their going to relief works, and I do not see what
ey have of inereasing their scanty earnings during times of distress.
ainly admit them to the rules. I would also admit all acting and tempo-
e pay has been fixed with reference to normal circumstances, and it is
4o include men charged to « Works,” i.e., watchmen, store lascars,

335l

Question 5.—There are no such Government servants, to my knowledge, in
So it does not seem necessary to answer this question. In the few cases of
95 or under who ought to keep a horse, but whose pay has not been fixed

6
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‘my opinion, be reduced. Repre-

 of less than 8 annas per diem, it

y suffers considerably when prices rise

he pressure is much heavier on the servant

er mensem suffering more than a head warder
inion, famine batta should be allowed to servants
er cent. higher thau that allowed to servants

tb 'tempdfary and acting hadds, but not to
their pay.
gdepartment.

g | ﬁm 5 5 HANNAY, Esq., Registrar of the High Court
ature, Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated 3rd

ture,

B, No.'490 :—

: .4, R.'No. 249, Judicial, dated the 15th ultimo, communi-

, Government of India (Finance and Commerce Department),

January 1898, regarding the necessity for considering whether

he grant of compensation for dearness of food to Government

" department might not be made more clear as to their applica-

uesting the opinion of the High Court thereon, [ am directed to infotm

h 'gonohx_:ablgthe Judges have no opinion to offer on the subjeet.
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the following letter from A. P. AGAR, Esq., Acting Commissioner of Police,
T 'to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 20th April 1893,
~ No. 46 :—
ply to Order, R. No. 249, Judicial, dated '15th February 1898, I have the
nour to give my opinion on the several points raised by the Government of India
Resolution, No. 4-Ex., dated 5th January 1898.

(1) The limits of 192 and 10 seers per rupee are suitable for Madras.
19 Tt would be unfair to substitute a test based on an average of the prices
ipal food-grains in common use, as the difference in price between some

, gmm is great.
(3) 1 do not consider the limits of Rs. 16 in ordinary cases and Rs. 25 in the
‘men who have to keep a horse or camel include Government servants who

bein a position to meet the extra expenses caused by the vicissitudes of

We have no servants of this elass in the City police. _

The question of whether they are eligible for grain compensation or not
think, be decided on their net pay, but I also think the horse allowance
ubject to compensation, as in time of famine, horse food is as prohibitive
the staple food-grain consumed by the people.
_my opinion the ratio system proposed by Mr. G. Stokes in  his letter,
ated 4th March 1897, would be the fairest.

;
il f

following letter from the Hon’ble M.R.Ry. P. RATARATNA MUDA-
LIYAR, Diwan Bahadur, Inspector-General of Registration, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 2nd May 1898, G. No. 2531 :—

m.;"'a;honoui' to submit the following remarks in reply to G.O., No. 249, .

dated 15th February 1898, calling for my opinion regarding the proposed
the rules regulating the grant of compeusation for dearness of food to
nt servants employed in the Civil department.
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d grade require no compensation
need the equivalent of 37 Ib. of
at is, their compensation allowance
ces, ealeulated on this basis,
Compensation per
mensem
o -
At 12 seers. At 10 seers.
RS. RS.
185
09 :
2:4
34

& s i ST .

 3rd-grade head constables do not require any compensation when
2 seers the rupee and that the sanctioned addition of Ks. 13 is probably
en grain is selling at 10 seers ;

| that the sunetioned scale of compensation is sufficient for 4th-grade head

en the price is 12 seers, but insufficient at 10 seers -
that the sanctioned scale is insufficient at both prices for 1st and 2nd-class

4) that compensation is required for 1st and 2nd class constables before the
mit of price (12 seers the rupee) has been reached.
variation of the family from the standard assumed will, of course, affect
i msiderably, but T think the size of family assumed in the case of con-
18 & very close approximation to the average, though in the case of head con.
the variations may be larger and more frequent. Then again, the calculation is
erably affected if any member of the tamily is a wage-earner, but it is rare for
aves or children of constables to work for hire and there is less likelihood of their
50 in time of famine, when the demand for labour is so greutly contracted.

5. There is one more point of great importance. If my calculations be correet,
‘constables of Malabar are habitually underpaid for the normal price of rice, the
I 1D, is 13-4 seers the rupee, and the grain equivalent of the salary is less than
leulated minimum requirement. This is also true of South Canara. In both of
. districts, however, fish and fruit are very cheap and the family system there
g throws a le-s burden on the individual male than elsewhere. 1 believe,
Bver, that ordinary wages are higher there than in other districts, and I have little
that the salavies of the police also should be somewhat higher. I made
phen L was recently in Malabar, but the information furnished to me was
d ineonclusive. It is with considerable hesitation that I suggest that
¢ dearness of provisions shovld be granted there only when the price
grain has risen to 10 seers the rupee. At that point I am coufident
is required.

8 not discussed the circumstances of the village police, as they will no

¢ with in connection with those of other village servants.
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