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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

Quastions and ANSWERS at the meeting of Council held on Tuesday, 13th December
1898.

With the permission of His Excellency the President—

The Hon’ble GuuLaM MunaMMAD SaHIB BanapUR asked the following ques-
tions : —

L. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons which have led to the
postponement of the reorganization of the Madrasa-i-Azam ?

(6) Should Government not be able to see its way to earry out the re-
organization of the Madrasa in its entirety, will it be pleased, in view of the fact that
all the candidates in the University Examinations have failed in two years conse-
entively, to appoint a European Headmaster from the beginning of the new year, as
this may be done independently of the erection of a new building, and as this reform
18, in the opinion of the community, most necessary and urgent ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the concession
of half-fees enjoyed by the Muhammadan boys in all schools in this Presidency has
been withdrawn from Breck’s Memorial school at Qotacamund ?

(d) 1s Government also aware of the fact that the school-going Muhammadan
population of Ootacamund is as poor as that of other towns ? If 80, will Government
be pleased to restore the councession hitherto enjoyed by them ?

The Hon'ble My. Arundel :—

I. (a) The question of reorganizing the Madrasa-i-Azam is connected with
that of finding a suitable site for the institution. A communication
recently received from the Director of Public Instruction on this
subject is now under consideration.

(6) The question of European supervision is raised in .t‘he communication
ahove referred to, and cannot conveniently be decided apart from the
general question of reorganization.

(e) Yes.

(d) The Government has reason to believe that the Mnhammadm} population
of Ootacamund is exceptionally well to do. The concession referred

- Yo cannot be restored,
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administrative work, will Government be pleased to pick out a select. few among
the Muhammadan graduates already in the §ervice and appoint them as Probationary
Deputy Collectors and Tahsildars, after giving them the benefit of training under

some competent Collectors ?
The How'ble My. Winterbotham :—

V. The Government, while willing and anxious to encourage administrative
talent among Muhammadgns, cannot consent to any such definite under-
taking as that suggested in the [lonourable Member’s question.

The Hon’ble M.R.Ry. P. RATNASABHAPATI PILLAT ;—

With reference to my question No. X'V and the answer thereto at the
meeting of the Couneil, dated the 4th April, will Government be pleased to state
whether G.0., No. 704, dated 19th September 1895, is intended to exempt from
ions and other incomes earned and received ina Native State, but

income-tax only pensi ‘
afterwards brought or remitted into British India ?

b) Whether upon the same principle, pensions and other incomes earned ina
Native State, but paid and received iz British India at a British treasury, are not
entitled to exemption from taxation ?

¢) Whether Government will be pleased to cause a revision of the terms of
the Government Order quoted above in view to the exemption therein allowed being
extended to the pensions and other incomes of the kind referred to in clause (4) of

VL. (a)

this question ?
The How'ble Mr. Forbes :—
VI. With regard to clause () of the question, the G.O. of 19th September
1895 communicated under the orders of the Government of India as the
rule to be aeted upon, the opinion of the Advocate-General of Bengal in
the case of a person who being employed ina Native State earns a salary,
which is there paid to him, that such person is not liable to pay income-
tax upon such salary or part thereof which he may bring into British
India. The cases mentioned in the Government Order are not eases of

pension.

To clause (&) of the question, the answer is in the negative.

To clause (¢) the answer is that the Government Order referred to by the
Honourable Member merely communicated the instructions of the Govern-
ment of India, which are not open to revision by this Government.

The Hon’ble M.R.Ry. P. RATNASABHAPATI PILLAT :—

VILI. (@) Isit a fact that plantain cultivation on the margins of the Cauvery and
its branches in Trichinopoly, Tanjore and other districts ie charged with water-rates,
even where the flow of the water to the plantations is spontaneous ?

3) Is Government aware that water in such eases is injurious to the planta-
tions, and will Government be pleased to issue orders for the removal of the rates, if
the answer to clause (z) of this question be in the affirmative ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Forbes :—

VII. () From inquiries made by the Board of Revenue it appears that as a

general rule no water-rate is charged for the spontaneous flow of

water to plantain gardens on the margmns of the Cauvery and its

branches. There appear to have been cases in the Manndrgudi and

Mdyavaram taluks of Tanjore where a charge has been made ; and
the Board has ordered an inquiry into these cases. .

(5) The Government is not aware that water in such cases 18 inj’urious
to the plantations.
The Hon’ble M.R.Ry. P. RATNASABHAPATI Pirrar:—
VIIL Ts it a fact that rupecs coined before 1
booking offices ? :

810 are rejected in the railway ——
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XTI. With reference to the Hon’ble C, Jambulingam Mudaliyar’s question
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(b) Will Government be pleased to order the papers conmected with the
investigation, if any, to be placed on the table ? \
The Hon'ble Mr. Stokes : — . )

XIII. The Hon’ble Member is referred to G.O., No. 1571 (., dated Tth
September 1898, which has been placed on the Editors’ Table.

The Hon’ble M R.Ry. P. RaTNasaBHAPATI Privar:—

XIV. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to a correspondence
which appeared in the Hindu of the 18th November 1893 to the effect that Mr. E. L.
R. Thornton, Sub-Collector of Cuddapah, had issued in his capacity of President of
the Taluk Board of Madanapalle a notice in the following terms : —

“Dr. Myler, Medical and Sanitary Officer, Cuddapah, will inocunlate on
Monday the 7th November 1898 at 8 aA.m. those gentlemen that are
willing to be inoculated. All members of the Taluk Board, Madana-
palle, are requested to come without fail and be inoculated.”

() Are the statements contained in the above correspondence true, and, if so,
does the Government consider the proceedings of the officer judicious ?

The Hon’ble Mr. Arundel :—

XI1V. («) No; but the attention of the Plague Commissioner was drawn to the
paragraph at the time.

(4) The matter is under inquiry.
The Hon’ble M.R.Ry. P. RATNASABHAPATI PILraT: —

XV. Has Government in contemplation to make a provision for the widow
and children of the late M.R.Ry. T. G. Sundaresa Iyer, Tahsildar of Hindupur
(Anantapur), who was murdered at Kondaipur, when he was on plague duty, and has
it called for any report upon the matter from the Distriet officers ?

The Hon'ble My. Forbes :—

XV. Proposals for the grant of a provision for the widow and children of
the late Tahsildar are under the consideration of Government.

The Hon’ble M.R.Ry. P. RarNasaBupatr Prirar:—
XVI. With reference to the recent speech of His Excellency the Viceroy at

" the United Service Club’s dinner in regard to the frequent transfers of District officers

and the speech of His lixcellency the Governorin the course of his tour in the Northern
Civcars in October last on the same subject—

(@) is the matter engaging the attention of Government ? and
() is it in a position to hold out any hopes of redress in the near future ?

The Hon'ble Mr. Arundel :—
XVI. (@) Yes.

() The Government is unable at this stage to make any announcement on
the subject.

The Hon’ble M.R.Ry. P. RATNASABHAPATI PILLAT :—

XVII. (a) Is it a fact that the Sessions Judge of Tinnevelly Mr. K. C.
Manavedan Raja has made the following observations in Sessions Case No. 54 of 1898,
in regard to the conduct of Sub-Magistrate Mr. Padmanaba Iyer of Velathikolam in
re}afl(l)rding a confessional statement from a mother charged with the murder of her
child :— :

“Though ignorant of what occurred at the inquest, he (the Sul.)-Ma.gistratg)
puts his signature to the inquest report, and his explanation is that is
mamool. I am constrained to remark that the Sub-Magistrate appears to
me to be unwilling to speak the whole truth, and further that he cannot
%e safely entrusted with the duty of holding an enquiry under chapter

Iv> _
(6) Has Government or the distriet authority taken any and what notice of
the Sessions Judge’s recommendation ?
; 2
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S (4) In view of the fact that the re-organization scheme put a stop to promo-
tions from the subordinate staff to the Imperial Service, and of the fact that the home
recruitment after the introduction of the scheme was re-adjusted so as to make it
possible for transfers from the Imperial to the Provineial list being effected from time
to time since 1891, will the Government be pleased to state the circumstances under

which the Government of India has decided to postpone the claims of the Madras,

Provincial Forest Service in favour of officers recruited on the above hasis ?

: (¢) Will the Government be pleased to take such steps as it may deem fit for
the early removal of the hardship thus caused to the Madras Provincial Forest Service
under the decision of the Government of India ?

The Hon'ble Mr, Forbes :—

XXVII. (a) The answer to clause (@) of the question is in the negative. Qpe
such appointment was transferred in J uly last.

(8) There are four officers who have been so recruited.

(¢) and (d) With reference to clauses (¢) and () of the question the recruit-
- ment for the Imperial branch of the Forest Service was reduced in 1894,
Under the order issued by the Government of India for the formation
of the Provincial branch of the upper controlling staff, no Deputy Conser-
vatorship can be transferred from the Imperial to the Provincial list unti]
the claims of all Imperial officers recruited in England in and prior to
1894 have been considered. There are at present nine such officers in
the Forest Department in this Presidercy who have not Yet reached the
grade of Deputy Conservator. The Government cannot foretell the
number of years that will pass before the claims of all these officers
will have been considered.

«¢) The Government does not consider that the gradual introduction of the
scheme can justly be deemed a hardship to the Madras Provincial
Forest Service.

The Hon’ble M.R.Ry. C. VIJAYARAGHAVACHARIAR :—

XXVIIL (a) In view of the fact that the Government of Tndia has sanctioned
the proposal of this Government to reserve five Civil Surgeoncies for Civil Assistant
Surgeons, will the Government be pleased to state what steps it intends to take to give
effect to its resolution at an early date ?

(4) Has the Government considgred fhe desire of the Government of India

that a larger number of Civil Surgeoncies may be thrown open to Civil Assistant
Surgeons and, if so, will it be Pleased to state its decision ?

(¢) Will the Government be Pleased to state what steps it inteuds to take,
agreeably to the wishes of the Government of India, in order to raise the pay and
allowances of the Civil Assistant Surgeons so as to assimilate their position and
Prospects to those of the other Provinces ?

: The How’ble Mr. Stofes -—
ki XXVIII. The whole subject is now under the consideration of Government.
The Hon’ble M. R.Ry. C. VisavaRAGHAVACHARIAR :— ;

: XXIX. (a) Is it a fact that the Government has been discountenancing
appointment of non-officials as Municipal Secretaries ?
, (6) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any and how many
non-officials as Municipal Secretaries it has a proved ?
i (¢) In view to efficient control by lfnnieipal‘ Couneils over their officers and
n view to their realizing and undertaking the full responsibility of administration
imposed upon them by law, will the Government be pleased to leave them free in the
choice of their Secretaries and not to exercise the power of vetoing such appointments
except in very special cases ? -
~ The Hon'ble Mr. Stoes -
- XXIX. (a) The answer to this part of the question is in the negative.

B ~ (¢) The Government has approved the appointment of four non-officials ag
- ' Municipal Secretaries. :

3
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XXXIV. (a) Whether 'Government is aware that during the current year the
price of opium in the Géddvar distriet, which consumes more than half the quantity
of opium imported into the Presidency; largely as medicine for several complaints,
has risen by nearly 50 per cent., a tola now selling at 8 annas against about 6 annas
in previous years, thus causing an additional burden of 3 lakhs of rupees per annum
on the district, particularly on the poorer classes who form the bulk of consumers?

(b) Whether Government is aware that this rise in the price of opium is due to
a change in the vend of the opium monopoly of the district b selling it for three years
instead of for one and to a single individual instead of several in ranges, thus stifling
healthy competition and against the spirit of the rules framed by the Board of Revenue,
and that the above change was made without any notice to the publie ?

(¢) Is it a fact that an application of an Agency renter to import a larger
quantity of opium within the Ageney tracts was refused by the Dlstylct Collector,
thus compelling Agency renters to buy opium from the sole monopolist of the non-
Agency tracts ?
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The Hon’ble Mr. Forbes —

XXXIV. The Government is aware that, owing to combination among the
former remters at the auction sales, the Board of Revenue leased the
privilege of vend of opium for three years. The Government has no
information on the other questions put by the Hon’ble Member.

The Government has approved the Board’s aetion, which is in accordance with
rule XXXV of the rules under the Opium Act. A maximum price of two
tolas per rupee was fixed for retail sales.

LB 5 0 & Bt Mol ity

The Hon’ble M.R.Ry. P. RaNcAvya Navupu :—

XXXYV. (2) Will the Government be pleased to state wh
k. Report of the Select Committee on the Madras Tenancy Bill ?

q (6) Will the Government be pleased to publish the report of the Committee
i with the covering letter of Mr. C. 8. Crole in the Gazette ?

at has become of the

(¢) Will the Government be pleased to state

_Go whether it will farnish the
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opy of the report and the letter at any early date ?
The Howble Mr. Arundel :—
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The Hon'ble M.R.Ry. P. RaNcAyya Nayupu :—

XXXVI. (¢) Will the Government be pleased to state the total amount

. spent in the Public Works Department Accounts Department under the head of the
4 ¢ Presidency allowance ?

(6) How many
are their salaries ?

"r (¢) Will the Government be pleased to state whether a saving could not
{ eg:?tea ?a.nd efficiency secured by deputing the high-paid Aeeountanti to mulgssa‘la
| stations

| (d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it will insist in future that

all candidates appearing for the Accounts Branch should have passed some University
Examinations ?

Accountants draw the house allowance in Madras and what

L = -

The Hon'ble Mr. Stokes —

XXXVI. (a) Rs. 7,846 was spent during 1897-98 inclusive of one Examiner
(in whose case the allowance amounted to Rs. 768).

(6) At present the number of Accountants dra
inclusive of Accountants attached to Head-
is 19. Their salaries are—

2 Accountants, 1st grade, on a salary of Rs, 500 each.

3 Accountants, 2nd grade—2 on RBs. 340 each; 1 on Rs, 300.
3 Accountants, 8rd grade, on Rs. 250 each.

5 Accountants, 4th grade—2 on Rs. 240 each
1 Accountant, 5th grade, on Rs. 150,

2 Accountants, 7th grade; on Rs. 80 each.

8 Accountants, 8th grade, on Rs, 60 each,
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The Hon’ble M.R.Ry. P. RaN¢AYYA NAYUDU : —

XXXVIL (¢) Will the Government be pleased to state how many times the
Conipetitive Examination for the selection of candidates for Probationary Assistant
Superintendents of Police has been held in this Presidency ?

(6) How many were selected in each examination ?
(¢) How many applied for the examination this year ?
(d) How many were admitted ?

(¢) To what nationalities they belong ?

(/) Is there any rule that at least three candidates should present themselves
' for the examination ?

The How'ble Mr. Stokes :—

XXXVII (a)) An examination is now in progress and this is the first which
(6)} has been held. '
(¢) Seven.
(d) Three candidates were nominated.
(e) British,
(f) No.
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