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PUBLIC WORKS DEPART MENT,

Irrigation,

Lerrer—from

W. HUGHES, Esa.,

Joint Secretary to the Government of Madras

Public Works Department,

Irrigation B ranch,
To

Tee RESIDENT 1N MYS_ORE.

SIR, o

There being only a few badly supplied tanks in the Kollegal taluk, Coimbatore
district, and much need for the extension of irrigation, the ryots have petitioned this
Government stating that there is an anicut called Talakkad, eight miles from Kollegal
in the Mysore territory, which by a channel now fallen into disuse appears to have irri-
gated an extensive area. If the anicut is strengthened and the channel reconstructed,
both the Mysore and British territories will be benefited. For about the first three
miles the channel will irrigate the Mysore villages alone, but afterwards it will irrigate
*large areas of British territory and tend to improve the condition of the petitioners.

2. The project has been partly investigated, but before any further steps are
taken in the matter by this Government I am directed to request that you will be
good enough to ascertain whether the Mysore Durbar has any objection to the
excavation of the channel which would draw off water for about 6,500 acres.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) ~ W. HUGHES,
Joint Secy. to Government,
Irrigation Branch.

OOTACAMUND,
23rd June 1899,

Exd. C. Parthasarathy.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

>

Irrigation.

Reap—the following papers :—

Proceedings of the Board of Re L ; > :
Septeilber 1897. venue (Land Revenue), Mis. No. 3269, dated 1st

Read—the following paper :—

From H. BRADLEY, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to the Seecretary to the
gggxlmhssmners of Land Revenue, dated 17th August 1897, Dis. No.
1-Rev.

I have the honour to enclose a memorial presented to me by the inhabitants of
Kollegal during my recent visit to that place. It requests that a channel may be
constructed from the Talakkad anicut to water the Kollegal taluk.

gacy v:isited the anicut from Sivasamudram, and find that it is in good order and
stretches right across the (Cauvery, but there is no irrigation on the south side of the
river, There is abundance of water, but no irrigation.

8. When passing through Bangalore I took the opportunity of seeing th

and ascertained from him that the reason why there igpno irrig);.tion on %he Zo?ztel‘lwﬁ
the river is that the extent of Mysore territory is so small that it would not pay to
construct a channel. He informed me, however, that the Mysore Government would
welcome any proposal which might be made to share between the Mysore and the
British Governments the expenses of constructing a channel which would irrigate the
Mysore dry lands lying between the anicut and the Kollegal taluk, and the dry lands
of Kollegal taluk.

4. From what I saw T do not think there would be the least difficulty in
constructing a channel which would keep all the tanks in British territory west and
north of Kollegal full for at least six months in the year, and enable the greater part
of the dry land in that part of Kollegal taluk to be turned into wet. It might be
necessary for the channel to cross part of the Yellandur Jaghir of Mysore, but the
Dewan does not expect that there would be any trouble about arranging for this.

5. The present condition of most of the Kollegal tanks is very unsatisfactory.
Few of them hold more than two months’ supply,-and some even less, and anything
that would improve them would be a great boon to the people.

6. T therefore suggest that the Government be requested to address the Mysore
Government with a view to permission being obtained to investigate the proposals
contained in the enclosed memorial.

EURSEPS

B e i

-
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ENCLOSURE,

MEenoriat from the Inhabitants of Kollegal, to the Collector of Coimbatore, dated 30th July 1897.

The humble petition of the inhabitants of Kollegal, Kollegal taluk, Coimbatore district,

most respeetfully showeth :—

(1) That your petitioners are the persons who depend entirely upon their lands as their
chief source of livelihood. o

9) That there heing no rains in Proper Seasons for the past ten years, tanks irrigating
nanja lands of the taluk -not only receive ins_uﬂicient supply of water, but also by reason of
their being silted up hardly retain water sufficient for a fortmight. :

(3) That this has caused the yield of nanja lands in the taluk to bhe so poor as is not
sufficient in many cases to repay cultivation expenses and assessment amount, while in a large
number of cases dry lands have been abandoned as anfit for cultivation by reason of the uncer-
tainty and failure of rains in proper season. ; '

(4) That the wet crops (three months old) now standing on the lands of your petitioners
have in some cases died and in others about to die. '

(5) That the failure of rains and the consequent searcity of water and the increase of the
price of food-grains and as well the diffleulty of finding employment otherwise have all combined
to make the lot of your memorialists extremely difficult.

6) That there is an anicut across the Cauvery by name ¢ Madarasana Kattai ” within
ten miles of Kollegal.

(7) That if a channel be brought from the aforesaid aniout to Kollegal, your petitioners
will greatly be relieved of their present trouble and anxiety.

(8) That under this proposed scheme it is possible to convert about 15,000 acres of dry
land into wet and it is also reported that in some bygone days the wet lands of this taluk were
to a certain extent benefited by the waters irrigated from the aforesaid anicut.

(9) That under similar difficulties experienced by the ryots of the Mysore Province the
Government thereof readily adopted a scheme ofa similar sort to improve the condition of lands
in that province.

(1Y) That such of the ryots of the Mysore Province as held lands of that province border-
ing on Kollegal taluk applied to the Mysore Government to improve the condition of their lands
by bringing channels from the aforesaid anieut.

(11) That the Mysore Government declined to grant their request on the score that
any such step taken by the Mysore Government would ouly go to benefit more lands of British
torritories than the lands of their own province.

(12) Thatitis further the information of your petitioners that the ryots of Mysore Province
have now applied to the British Publie Works Department authorities for a channel being
brought from the aforesaid anicut and in their turn to promse contributions towards the cost,

(13) That as the British Government has ever at heart the welfare and the prosperity of its
inhabitants, your petitioners now approach you with this memorial and pray that their request to

bring a channel from the aforesaid anicut to Kollegal and thus afford facilities to irrigation may

b nted. 4 ' .
e gra (14) They also further beg to pray that the tanks in the Kollegal taluk may be repaired.

For which act of kindness your humble memorialists ever pray for your long life and
prosperity.

s e

Resolution—Mis. No. 3269, dated 1st September 1897.

Submitted for the orders of Government.

9. The Board agrees with the Collector in considering that an investigation of the
project referred to may be made in consultation with the Mysore authorities.

(True Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) R. C. C. CARR,

Secretary.

—_—

Mis. No. 5001, Revenue.
Referred to the Public Works Department for favour of opinion.

(Signed) F. J. WILSON,

23rd September 1897. for Ag. Secretary to Government.

No. 517 1., 23rp JUNE 1899. 3
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