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" CIVIL WORKS.

~ Irrigation.

#

L Simla, the 215t March 1899.

¥ ¢

of Revenue Report of Irrigation Works in the Bombay
- Presidency excluding Sind) for 1897-98.

‘g‘&s Qq I., dated 21st January 1899, from the Government of Bombay, forward-
~ ing the above, and the Resolution of the Local Government revizwing it.

@ﬁiﬂVATIONS.-The greater portion of the Capital Outlay was incurred in
g work, for the purposes of famine relief, on three tank projects which
been sanctioned as Protective Works, the amount spent on them being

74

‘Rs. 1,90,447. On the 8ld works in operation the expenditure amounted to only

'R ‘950 as compared with Rs. 85,993 in the previous year. The Minor

accounted for very little of this outlay, the expenditure on the Gokak
Canal, 1st Section, which is now nearly complete, being only Rs. 4,349. The
otal expenditure against Capital Account for all works amounted to Rs. 2,21,177
g}gompared with Rs. 98,625 expended in 1896-97. This raised the total
“apital Outlay at the end of the year to Rs. 2,65 81,047.

. 2. Thé area irrigated from all works amounted to 273,283 acres and exceeded
that of the previous year, which was the highest on record, by 10,448 acres.
Of this total 126,516 acres were irrigated by works for which Capital Accounts
are kept, the principal contributor being as usual the Nira Canal, a Protective Work,
which irrigated 47,574 acres, or more than a third of the total. In the case of
this canal the increase was entirely in the kharif crops of which the area irrigated
was nearly double that of the previous year. This increase must have been of

great value during a season of severe famine.

There was, however, a falling off in the area irrigated by most of the Produc-

tive Works, the Lakh Canal in particular having watered only 950 acres as com-
pared with 1,674 acres last year. Taking all the Productive Works. together, the

N .

~ area exceeded the record area of the previous year by 3,245 acres.

The Minor Works, Imperial and Provincial, irrigated 1,670 acres more than in

0 68?9& the three works on which the improvement is most noticeable being the
P SRR

anal and Matoba and Bhadalv4di Tanks.

" The area irrigated by works for which only Revenue Accounts are kept
- amounted to 146,767 acres, or 1,041 in excess of the area of the previous year.

Y 3. Of works for which Capital Accounts are kept, the working expenses of the

" y‘eal' amounted to Rs. 4,03,898 as compared with Rs. 3,59,944 in the previous

and Rs. 3,20,071, the average of the last five years. As compared with

1896-97 thete is an increase of about Rs. 17,825 in establishment charges,
“which not more than Rs. 5,000 is attributable to increased collectiofis.

- There was an increase also in the charges for works and repairs due mainly to
~ silt clearances and other works being undertaken that would afford employment
~ to famine labour.
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are as below :=—

1894-95 ...

1895-96 ...

1806-97. . i
1897-98

The increase during the las
the system of distributien of esta
of the establishments in the Impe
the canals. This is probably_th
amore equitable method of distrit
system as long as the Irrigation
The long table given in paragraph 15
nection with this subject, and is not requi

Of the works for which only Revenu
to Rs. 1,75011 from. Rs. 2,56,815 in th
due mainly to the reduction of the amo
ance and Repairs, from Rs. 83,159 in 1895-
review. iy i teaes il

4. The financial results of the works in operatic
are kept may be summarised as follows :—

to end of

Protective Works ... s ITASALT

Productive Works - ... 'l,dg,!d,j‘di‘ A

Minor Works Sok

Of the two Protective Works in operation the Nir.
improvement on the results of the previous year, Th
Rs. 15,467 to Rs. 74,011, and the return on Cap
cent. to i°3 per cent. The returns from Mhasvad
are not so favourable. The working expenses were R
with Rs. 14,670 in 1896-97, this large increase b
being carried out by famine labour, and the gross re
working expenses by Rs. 18,693. : v

The Productive Works ‘paid a return of 128 per cer
1"45 per cent. in 1896.97, the falling off being due part
working expenses. and par:ly to the large balance, Rs.
revenue unrealized at the close of the year. L

5. On all works the uncollected balance amounted t
1,58,293, rather more than 24 per cert. of the total

Last year the outstandings also amounted to 4
and the Government of india directed the attention
to the subject. The delay in recovery is stated in
due to lateness in preparing the démand' statemen
desertions. on account of plague, and to the impov
account of famine. Some allowance must no doubt: be
but the occupiers of irrigated lands are placed in an
in a famine year, when prices are unusually high, an
meet the demand more punctually. ghd

6. From Works for which only Revenue Accoun
were slightly larger than in the previous year, while the
expenses, as has already been stated, was considerable
tory increase of net revenue from Rs. 3,04,183 to

e

; @
n the area irrigated by Major
crease of Rs. 14,:81% Th?sis d]ue
high rated crops.. The décrease
to the inability of the cultivators to
of money lenders from Poona owing
available by the reduction of the cane
ion of lower rated food crops, the area
} year by more than 135,000 acres. In

' dependent on the high rated crops for
uch crops appears to have only temporarily
iction rather than otherwise that in a famine
in taken by a larger area of the cheaper food crops,
ave involved a reduction in the total amount of the

recognised that these irrigation works are never likely to
tive, and there is no indication in the present report that
t may be expected in their financial position. It is,
tory to find that during a year of exceptional drought these
ed, as has sometimes been anticipated, but that on the contrary
gated by them has exceeded any previously recorded, so that
ive value has never been greater than during the year under review.
report was received on the 24th January 1899, and the Government
desire to express their appreciation of the efforts which have been made
ite its submission.

~;0!|DI§R-Ordered", that copies of this Review and of the Report be
varded to the Revenue and Agricultural Department for information.

The Governments of Madras, B' n- Ordered, also, that copies of the Review be for-
szhﬂg‘e‘*l‘;uvﬁ:"";“ﬂ %’:ﬂ:‘f" warded to the Government of B(.m_lbay,' and'to the
he Chief Commissioners of the Local Governments and Administrations in the
"i’;"":‘:’ and Coorg. «G n.  Public Works. Department, noted on the margin, for
India, Rajputana Information.

-

Ordered, further, that this Review be published in the Gaszette of India,
and ‘that copies of the Review be forwarded to Her Majesty’s Secretary of

Sta;efot'hxdia
[ T

Foint Secy. to the Govt. of India.

Gu C, Press, Simla.~=No, 2070 P, W, D.=84:3-99.~— 230.
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