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rt of Irrigation and Navigation Works
engal for 1897-98.

er qﬂayg%gfion Worksin Bengal for 1897 98, and the Resolution
he Wem’mt of Bengal, No. 19 L A,, dated the 7th January 1899.

~—The actual expenditure during the year against capital

Rs. 5,39,232, of which Rs. 4,359,638 were expended in practi-

e canalization of the Bhangore Khall of the Calcutta and Las-

On the Irrigation Works the largest amount expended was R, 65,112

canals in the restoration of a flood embankment. Some small

s chargeable to the capital account were executed on the Sone and Midnapur
5, but the writing cff of more than a lakh of rupees against suspense account
tools and plant brought down the net expenditure of the year on all works to

433'9'.?'3«

4 3 The total area irrigated from all works was 727,292 acres and though
less than the 830,761 acres irrigated in 1896-97 was 84,606 acres in exces s of
the average of the last nine years.

~ The Major Works contributed 701,253 acres towards the total and 433,445
acres of this area were watered from the Sone canals. Compared with the figures
of 1896-97, the area irrigated by the Sone canals shows a falling off of 121,711
acres or nearly 22 per cent.; but the abnormally deficient rainfall in that year
makes a comparison with it of little value. The area on the other hand compares
favourably with the irrigation of years previous to 1896-97, being 40,522 acres in

_excess of the average of 5 years ending with 1895-96.

_ The Orissa canals irrigated 193,602 acres, surpassing all previous records, the

o . highest of which was 188,587 in 1896-97, while the Midnapur canal with 72,206

! fo ik acres did better than last year though not so well as in any of the four years
! @

1890 to 1894.

. The areas of the principal crops irrigated by all the canals were as
llows :— :

Rice
Wheat
Barley
Sugarcane

.
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