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Né. 1037 C.W. T.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

pUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

CIVIL WORKS.
Telegraph.

——————————

Simla, the 6th October 1899.

’____._——-—-‘"‘.‘

Review of the Administration Report of the Indian Telegraph
-Department for the year 1898-99.

READw=

Letter from the Director General of Telegraphs, No. 77 5 dated the 16th August 1899
and its enclosure, being the Administration Report of the Indian Telegraph

Department for the year 1898-99.

CAPITAL OUTLAY.

s The capital outlay of the year amounted to Rs.
buted as follows :— ‘

-

Rs.

- Lines : - 17,27,264
Bm!dmgs : ‘ ; ot S 91,472
mppumtus and Plzmt . 95785
Stores and suspense ‘ 3,84,246

| e

-22598,761'

Less—Receipts on Capxtzl Account (mtludmg in-
terest on Workshop Capital) . a0eh.

-~

Total e 23,78,071

s amtmeree i

s were laid éurmg 'the year and

4,981 yards of cable across ‘the |

‘Barrackpofe and Setampore, ‘which h’ad been abandoned
iver was eff ffected over the Jubilee Bridge, |
as tbe cab\es are stil serviceable. ‘
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5. The Inland private traffic shows a
and 707 per cent, in value compared wit
whereas if the comparison is made with t
there is an increase in number of 6
per cent. resulting from the greater

- since the arrangement made in A
hand came into force. There is ev
number of these messages, and it i

decrease of 172 per cent. in number
h the figures of the previous year,

he figures of 1896-97, a normal year
59 per.cent. but a decrease in value of 1°n4

general use of the deferred class of telegram
pril 1897 for delivering deferred messageg; by
ery indication of a progressive increase in the

S probable that the temporary contracti
: . - ction of
revenue, due to a measure of which the practical effect hafs)obeez; to give to tl?e

public a cheaper class of message, will disappear during the current year,

6. The total Foreign traffic, as measured b the num
 transmitted (Foreign State messages being i);\cluded)’b:{; g‘i sch:;g?iz’::avsvgrd?
648,299, or 8'3 per cent. over the figures of 1896-97, and of 145,623, or 196 b
cent. over those of 1897-98; but with a rising exchange the rGCéiPts’ Whicz; p:r
based on tariffs calculated in gold, do not, as shown L rupees’ necessa‘a'le
correspond with the increase of work done. The receipts show a aecreas‘e n‘¥ :
2 Rs. 1,41,282, or 6'50 per cent., when compared with those of )

Foreign Private telegrams including transit messages show an increase of

1°00 per cent, in number but a decrease of 7°04 per cent. in value.

The Private traffic (including Press) between India and the ‘West shows
decrease in volume of 69,512 words, or 3'24 per cent., and Rs. 73,298, or 866
per cent. in value (Indian share only), as compared with 1897-98, when there were
exceptional circumstances, which induced a large amount of private (especially
Press) telegraphic correspondence: but when compared with that of the normal

gl year 1896-97, there isan increase of 135,659 words, or 69

: 9 per cent., with a
decrease in value of Rs. 54,642, or 6'60 per cent. only, and this decrease in the
receipts is mainly due to a rising exchange, as explained above.

The local traffic between India and Ceylon shows a dec
402 per cent., in the number of words, and of Rs, 8,236, or 499 per cent.. in
the receipts. Between India and the East, includin"g At’astralig. theptrafﬁc shows
an increase of 10,299, or 2°54 per cent. in the number of words, but a decrease
of Rs. 11,616, or 675 per cent,, in the receipts. In transit messages of all kinds
the number of words transmitted increased by 31 |

' i Selie ST er cent., but
~ the receipts decreased by Rs. 20,093, or 2'129 per, it 7°59 P )

rease of 54,715, or

sshows an increase of 2,434 in number, and Rs. 4,377 in value, or 677 and 315

events which gave such an abnormal stimulus to telegraphic traffic in 1897-98.

. The Foreign Press Traffic, however, shows a decrease of 1,025 in number,
and of Rs. 11,737 in value (Indian share only), or 1942 and 35's51 per cent.,
respectively as compared with the previous year which, as mentioned above, was

a satisfactory progressive increase.

WORKING EXPENSES.

|

pro formd messages be deducted, against the corresponding petcentages of
57°35 and 80 35 in the previous year. S e :

écharge? ‘having been trafisferred to Capital, consequent on a small outlay on

length of wire mileage maintained. L

L L n Ruados Restive

‘9. The revenue receipts of the year were as follows :— e
& g ek $de £ s T i 5 Rs'

- Message revenue, ‘including State Messages ... B Ty
Rent of lines, e-‘-""f'i?:““f?ﬂﬁ“ygabd":anj % Z?g”%
‘Rent of private lines, etc,, ~ .. e 0 !’gr,989 o

- Sale of books, gazettes, ete. .. S il S e 17

 Miscellaneous =~ .., s 5;';;;

S Bt SR T i gl .,.'i g tas e L

v e,

Rs. 1,76,619, or 8'00 per cent., when compared with the NeGeions ‘of1895‘?97s4 andi .

7. Inland Press Telegram traffic, as compared with that of the previous yea;r;‘ 2

. percent, respectively. This development is remarkable considering the stirring

an exceptional one ; but a comparison with the four preceding normal years shows

A ‘8. The working expenses amounted to Rs, 64,13,237 equivalent to 71'30'_'1
‘per cent. on the gross revenue, or 86'03 per cent. if receipts from State and

- The increase in working expenses is due to a smaller share of establishment

- works, to the growth in the operations of the Department, and to the greater

, 5 it
'y s i

The total receipts fell below ‘thosc.e of the previous year by Rs. 19,30,959,
the decrease in the net revenue amounting to Rs. 20,77 621.

ipts i - t of State messages,
venue receipts include Rs. 14,18,757 on accoun 1essag
and g: e!r;l 225 on account of news-free and other pro formd revenue ; including
the former and excluding the latter thé net receipts amounted to 3°77 per cent.
on the capital outlay. :
The finaneial results of the working of the Department for the last five
years were as follows : —

ir e Percentage of e
Year. | cGl:Es“::e;e.:’p j'::::f; Charges. Net receipts. ni: (x:f:?:u R r.atpital.

| Rs. Rs. Rs. Per cent. |Per cent.
1804-05 79;25,103 56,953,218 22,31,885 282 3.89
1895-95 .. ..| 8860723 | 5783731 | 39,76,992 347 524
1896-97 .. v | 88401492 62,15068 | 20,25,424 | 297 434
1"8”97-98' o vee | 1,07,92,987 62,66,575 45,26,382 | 41'04 ! 7°19
1898-99 .. oo | 8873493 | 6413237 | 2400250 | 2773 | IW7

SPEED OF TRANSMISSION.

to. The average time taken in the transmission of telegrams (excluding
deferred) over some of the principal main routes during the last five years is
tabulated below. The mean of the average time intervals was slightly lower
than in the preceding year:—

E——— ik i 1894-95. | 1895-96.1 18;6-97. 1897-98. | 1208-99.
. Number | S .
i danle b il mtute i bain f i fn
Calcﬁtta to Kargchi } i ol29]) of22}) 0 | a5} o} 321 0126
Karachi to Calcutta shpda vl oraeliolag] ot
Calcutta to Bombay}m.‘f b ‘2”83 o|26] oj21} o 2‘4 Tyl s 1ax
Bombay to Calcutta ) pur. : dia 27} of21} oj25] o{24] 0] 22
Calcutta to Madras } i 0/23] o|22] o{25] o|30] o] 31
Madras to Calcutta : o|19] o|19f 0j23] o 17] ol 22
Madras to Bombay } ¥ o2t} oligl o186} oj17] 0]22
Bombay to Madras 1 ol2stiol ]l ol33 o138 9123
Bo;hbay to ’Karachi % i 01231 0 x? ol21] ol21} ol 16.
Kafachi to Bombay 1% o kgt o tivi ofwl 0441
Rangoon t§ Calcutta } e o; 35| o|55] o|28f o153 ol 41
Calcutta to Rangoon ol{26] o}|28}] o 22| ol 41{ 0|25
“Mean of averages ... o|23] o}22] o 22| ol26]| ol 23
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The Director G :
e - i i
g tonecril(‘;)‘iatléeltt,hgraphs explains that in previous years it has
. € maxima ssages i ‘
s 12 & axima .on messages transmitted
- o esttrs only, M{Lruas from the beginning of the yeagr; under review, ti b)‘, .
d'“-ectgr . amshmltte(1 by alternative routes on account of prtssur'e ‘f 't W{{FC oR
outes, he i ‘ DL
, have also been taken into aceount. Taking this i idetation
¢ this into consideration

; . .

.

GENERAL.

11. The Telephone Compani
: nies at Bombay alc 4 -
R p ombay, Calcutta, Karac
e ‘m,f Raéxgo_on and Ahmedabad continue to extend their l;l(’]"", Madr‘as,
Cmmecrt_o sgl scn‘hcrs was augmented by 117 and the numbe?snf]eSS. o
ions by 92 in 1898 while the number of private lines 'mcreas?ed ?;c;:lange
229

12, Communication with Europe v/ : R :
flurmg the year by the Eastern Telle)gra;;é éltl):p:;;;g m,l"?}:‘;m’%e% iumnterruptedly
mtt_zrrupted for 151 hours 1n all, as compared with 272h‘0ursi ethuan route was
while the .total duration of the interruptions on the Turkish lr]ome P}r)evu?us year,
ind Pera in A.Sla Mmo‘r was 453 against 1244 hours g -e8 Ct%}fl!en Fao

etween Bushire and Fao was cut for repairs on the 1:th and 173] % 1;3 cable
f)losed to tra_Fﬁc for 9 andv 12 hours respectively. The C“'entas fCtO er and

etween India and the West carried by these three l'me}s) were : s

Red Sea 27d Suez .., ; Per cent.

Indo-European 7id Teheran L 4765
; % ses 0'8

Indo-European vid Turkey, ; 50'°3

oo DR 1052

100'00

e e

The bulk of the transit traffic was as usual carried vid, Suez

13. As regards communication with the : g

ments was not mten;upted during the yearFa%er?\%ﬁguﬁ:gnge St{:uts Setth-
Kanburi continues to_improve, but the Saigon-Bangkok rout angkok line vid
for pe.no.ds aggregating 83 days as compared with 46 days i e hWas interrupted
A great improvement is shown in the working of the lang in the previous year.
Bhamo, though it is still far from satisfactory. The inte route to China »id
entirely in the province of Yunnan and are said to be due I i g
the Chinese Telegraph Clerks than to the break down of thn;(i;';: to the neglect of

es.

14. Amongst the “ Telegraph events of i

= interest ”’ gi -
of the report itis stated that a new cable was lai?iStbet%vwen In paragraph 34
Alexandria, the first section between Porthcurno and Gibra?te n Porthcurno and
August 1898 and the two last sections between Gibralt arbeing opened in
and Alexandria in January 1899. ar and Malta, and Malta

15. Mr. C. H. Reynolds, C.LE,, who :

ral of Telegraphs jn Indiz for nearly four \'earsé%el:it;‘eddtf};gmpt(;ft o Dlrector Gene-
January 1899. The Government of India take this o iseyvnce < il
record their appreciation of the services rendered by Mr pRpor ulmty Of. plac_ing on
career in the Telegraph Department and of his able ad SX0%s curing his long
partment as Director General. B ey e

16. The Administration Report was receiv g
Telegraphs on the 17th August 1%99. It has bei:?x 2:&333 Director General of
tains much interesting information and a record of satisfy E’rePared and con-
reflect credit on the general administration of the Departme:: Ofry results which
Pitman, C.1.E., assumed the control on Mr, Reynolds’ retiremexoxt mhi;t: Mr. Cé E.
uaryx 99.

v )
R mevTly A
oot ik L5 WA L% S "
3

i

e T s
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ORDER.—-Ordered that a copy of this Review be forwarded to the Director
General of Telegra phs for information.

Also that copies of the Review with Report be forwarded to the Secretary
f

The Governments of Madras, Bombay, Benga o State, the Home

and Oudh, the Punjab and Burma. ; Department of the

The Chief Commissioners of the Central Provinces, Assam and Coorg. Government Of India,

The Residents at Hyderabad and in Mysore. 7 ; ;
The Agents to the Governor General in Central India, Rajputana and Baluch- the Local Govern=
ments and Adminis-

jstan.
the margin, and to the Government of Ceylon, for information.
be published in Part I of the Gazette of India.

AL e

Joint Secy. to the Govt. of India.

I, the North-Western Provinces

trations noted on
Ordered also that the Review

G. C. Press, Simla=~No. 1199 P, W, D =Ge10°0930s
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