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BUILDINGS AND ROADS.
MILITARY WORKS.

| @ohemmmt (1899} of d¥ladras,
PUBLIC WORKS. |

Enclosures
1899.

Spare copies

G.0., No. 2430 W., 15th September 1899.

SEPTEMBER

- Lighthouse Battery and Law Court Buildings

Ordered that the Government of India be requested to arrange either for the

removal of the Lighthouse Battery or the restriction of firing within the narrowest
limits possible, : St
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BUILDINGS AND ROADS.
MILITARY-WORKS.

sexiitinil : @Godernment (18991 of d¥ladras.
Buildings and Roads. | PUBLIC . WORKS.

Military Works.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

e

Reap—the following papers : —

From the Secretary, Defence Committee, Simla, to the Adjutant-General in India,
dated 18th July 1899, No. 175. -

In returning, as requested, your memorandum, No. 2648/1 of 16th June 1899,
and all enclosures, I am directed by His Excellency the President to inform you that
the Defence Committee do not consider that any case has been made out to justify the
proposal to remove the Lighthouse Battery, Madras, from ifs present site.

2. This battery is the most important one in the Madras Defeuces, as they now
exist, and the proposed eventual Defences of Madras, sanctioned by Government, but
the construction of which is indefinitely postponed, include a battery here for four
guns instead of two as at present. : Recd Enclosures

8. The Madras Government insisted on building their High Court on its present 1899
site, though this was strenuously opposed on military grounds by the locul military . .
authorities and by the Defence Committee. Regd. Spare copies

4. The building, judging from the report now submitted by the Consulting
Architect to the Madras Government, was built of a very light and weak style of
construction, on a sand foundation, and close to a battery from which it was known
heavy guns must be fired.

5. The removal of the High Court and its reconstruction on a safe site appears
— Letter, No. 2431 W., 15th September 1899.

to be the best solution of the difficulty.
No. R.A/11793. 1 —

Forwarded, for information, with reference to the correspondence ending with
Proceedings of Madras Government, No. 1333 W., dated 22nd May last.

OOTACAMUND, (Signed)  G. SIMPSON, Brigdr.-Genl.,
3rd August 1899. ~ Deputy Adjutant-General.

e

‘L
|

e

Endorsement thereon in the Judicial Department, dated 7th August 1899, No. 1993.

-
R

SEPTEMBER.

OrpER—No. 2430 W., dated 15th September 1899. . '

Ordered that the Government of India be requested to arrange either for—

(1) the removal of the Lighthouse Battery, or
(2) the restriction of firing within the narrowest possible limits.

Meanwhile, the Lieutenant-General Commanding the Forces will be requested to
suspend practice from this Battery, pending settlement of the question.

[Here enter No. 2431 W., dated 15th September 1899.]
(True Extfaet:)
‘(Signed)  W. B. pWINTON,
Secretary to Government.

To the Consulting Architect to Government.
Judicial Department.
Deputy Adjutant-General, Madras Command, for the information
of the Lieutenant-General Commanding, with copy of
letter to the Government of India.

"
”

Lighthouse Battery and Law Court Buildings

Requesting the Government of India to arrange either for the removal of the

AR Lighthouse Battery or the restriction of firing within the narrowest limits possible.
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Buildings and Roaqg
Military Works, .
Lerrer—from
W. B. DEWINTON, Esq.,
Secretary to the Government of Mad
ras
= Publi, Wors Department
Tur SECRETARY TO
THE GOVERNME\'T
L1 or INDTA
. Mitrragy Dxpmmnx’r.

I am directed to refer
t
No. 724 M.W ., dated 174} April ?Ssgshe- Sorresponde
to erect the Law Courts gt Madras, " "881d to

2. The circumstances und :
in this Government’s letter N oergzgl%l ﬂ(‘f %’Tssent site wag finally gq ¢
be remembered, not free from objegtin e 2ted 16th Jy ' Adopted are detai]e
: 23 Jeetion § ; R y B lal (.,d
time, urged by the military authoritjeg tf‘(‘;ltni? mlht'd}‘y point of "iehv:» Site was, it wil]
Lighthouse Battery would restrict the de 8 contlgulty to Fort St. t was, at the

held to be desirable to kee fensive 10 George ang
buildings. These consj dera}; the Esplanade on tlf)e lajlrs of thoge Wworks T il

1ce ending

he Beleetiog of i Jour letter

a Bite op which

It was also

! ions w > land giq
and, after consultation with the C?)Tstc a'l;ef;ully Weighed by t‘;]eoéothe Fort free from
difficulties inseparable from any other sﬂ;ten%e Committag i Vernment of India ;
€ Tar

permission was accordingly granfq }, Outweighad tg: g deci_ded that the

Law Court buildings on the Y the Governmayt . % objectiong
. the Lighthouse Battery. Splanade ¢, the noyty of OBEOIrItldlS!:: t(()}the Erection :’f :‘?‘:

€0rge and wegt of

: he fipi
Portions of the stone copings anq ogp.c, Ot 90ger to the o AH08 of the heavy cuns in

oth buil
S d have fallen, and oons, R df::n l;ea 5im masses of materigl ull:% nd jtg OCcupantg
building. 1 Causeq o othgrb(‘f‘ome detacheq

4. Under these circumstanceg :
Madras, has been requested to sus[’) e Lleutenant'(}enel‘&l

3 end Wy o 2 om 5
from the aeeompanymg copy of letter fpm(‘tlce *2‘;}1 tthm Batter !r{andmg tl}e Foreeg
1 e
y dated 18th Jul Owmittee ¢,

the Adjutant-General in India, No 1750m Gk .

: 89
reconstruction on a safe site. Ty this 1:&"10"&1 of the Lay 09’ e Y remedy,
the Madrgs Government insisted op bui] diSqu Stress jg laid op ngs and thejy
though this was strenuously opposed on militng s Law ( St o € contentioy that
rities and by the Defence Committee ary grounds },

. ok ; t i
the specific objections rajsed Bt n thig “ONnectjon % ﬁ,@ tl(‘))c_dl milit
under consideration. These are gty thoritieg wpyqp 10Vite attentio 1,

be observed that no mention is here O m
disclosed. The objections of the Dofer, Cohe sourcg of Ao which tro Tt wil
a8 no

rities consulted were based, not on the effeetsnglfn:g:e };:t(}:e of the other military autho-
'Y on the buildi,
88; but ¢n

-~

PSPPI
PP O e

No. 2431 W., 15Ta SepremBer 1899. 3
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ildi the defensive powers of the Battery and of the Fort.
S e t-h enlo);1 llililzgeaggura:e to say thl;t the selection of this site wag ¢ strel-
Le is, moreovel,d ”» byqthe local military authorities and the Defence Committee. So
nuously OPPO?:nce Committee is concerned, it alleged no specific grounds of objection,

far as the De tement of disapproval, notwithstanding that the

2 i ta 2
gil tdczst&%?g‘;ﬁigtvgzs,ai?ﬁitzr No. 343 D., dated 16th July 1887, particularly
adr:

! inion of the Committee as to whether there was any

:“equeStﬁ(.i a? e: Brffstlﬁz :{f);f(;apggtlil‘l)c;n of this site. 411 that the Committee said in
real 0 Jechlot it was ¢ unanimously opposed to the site on the Es;;lana.de of Fort St.
r?ply was & E (; B on the plan, being appropriated for this purpose ’—uvide letter from
it et the Committee communicated to the Madras Government W'ltl.l your
£ Seeretar?’0107 M.W., dated 26th September 1887. As regards the opinion of
letter No. 2 Roberts, then Commander-in-Chief of Madras, this authority, while
iR Hredaons 50 Committee that the site selected was ““not a desirable one,” never-
agreeing with the Lomm no other suitable site could be found.” His successor,

: 114
theloss approved of it, a2 also by no means resolute in his opposition to this site, as

Si"il(;)ha;lii%?;%::;ér‘;gi 8 of this Government’s letter to the Government of India,
will be seen fr

., dated 16th July 1887. 5 - A
No. 343 D ,‘da ds the remark of the Defence Committee in paragraph 4 of its present
5. As regar ght and weak style of construction, on a sand foundation,

: very li gk :
i(;tiﬁl‘; lﬁal;‘:gg;ix lfg?ldings, I am to remark _th{ilt):lthe l‘)imldu(lig_' was ur}doubt:dly llghiy
constructed, but not more so than was permissible }m er or m?)ryl s}rcums a;lnciz. 2 8

d foundation, it would be difficult to found any building on the Madras
" zsafherwise than on sand., His Excellency in Council is, moreover, informed
gcz;atcsanod foundations are not objectionable per se.

6. Under these circumstances, His Excellency the Governor in Council cannot
admit i validity of the grounds on which the Defence Committee now proposes that
the buildings should be removed, in preference to the removal of the Battery. The
cost of these buildings has been very great, amounting to no less a sum than Rupees
13-17 lakhs. If the strueture is now to be demolished and re-erected on a different
site, this large expenditure will have been wasted ; and, considering that the cause of
removal is one which might have been foreseen by the military experts consulted both
by the Madras Government and the Government of India before the erection of the
buildings, His Excellency the Governor in Council is constrained to remark that it
would be a great hardship on the Provincial Government to be now called on to suffer
the great loss which the proposed removal of the buildings would occasion. I am,
accordingly, to request that the matter may be placed before His Excellency the
Viceroy in Council for his careful and sympathetic consideration, and that it may, if
possible, be arranged either that—

(1) the Lighthouse Battery be removed, or, o ¥ !
(2) the firing from this Battery be restricted within the narrowest possible
limits,
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) W. B. peWINTON,
: Secretary to Government.

OoTAcAMUND,
15th September 1899,

Exd, A. Rungasawmy Aiyangar.
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u t Gener s Madras Command, Tk. 3
j/ 3rd August, 1899,
mdorsel ereon eJudicial Depte. , No. I993, d/ 7th Aug.
1899,
\
N \ .
o
v
VI
ir lated t f [V
Circulated to / ' 7 Al
//‘ /‘/j:‘ l(‘ ib]
ORDER. Y N
e ——— — |
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4
ordered that the Govte. of Ind-
ia be requested to arrange either
for
(1) e removal of the Light.nouse
i
Battery, or,
~E |
%L/ Y -i(2) the restriction of firing with-
v/' i : |
P in the arrowest pPoss le 1Aiml U8 e ’
i + T 11 Yo 1 o |
&CL Meanw 115 Ll O _Jt. g Y i nandal 185
0 /(&
he C.A. to GOVl /6§ ’//7 the Forces will be requested %o
' L nuspenqbra"“lce from this Battery, i
PRy 5, P 1 eneraly, M.Ce. ¥ : i ;
pending settlement of the gquestion. ’
for e . ion of i

Public VqFRFARTMENT.

Rrap the following :—

th copy of g
vt. of India / 'f/ (HeE. Ifo’:'?‘f/’:%/i'f, a/’s 1899)

76 the Secysto the Govt,of Indiaf,

iiéi/?éﬁ? }ﬁlitary Dept.

‘ T am directed to refer to the

correspondence ending with your

7 letter No. 724 M.V., d/ I7th April,;

JV

\ ) 1388 in rerard to the selection of

a site on which to erect the Law S8
g i A $ // L
Courts at Madras. ot

».
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2. The circumstances under which the wrl—

e S
o)

sent site was finally adopted are detailed

in this Government's leBter No. 343 i

{.ﬁ_

I6th July, 1887. This site was, it will

be remembered, not free from objection

from a military point of view. It was
v

o ¢
A_‘LL{
!
1

. the time’urged by the Military authoritiles
that its contiguity to Fort St. George i
and the Light house Battery would re- l

strict the defensive powers of those woqks
It was also held to be desirable to keeﬁ

the Bsplanade on the seme side of the Fort,

7 % i :
ree irom buildings. These considerations

Were carefully weighed by the Govt. of

G
India, and’ﬁfter consultation with the

Coast Defeunce Cormittee, it was decided

that the Aifficulties inseparable from

cﬁ::? other site far outweighed these ob-

Jections, and bPermission was

granted by the Govt.

accordingly
of India to the e-

rection of the Law Court buildings on thé
Esplunade to the north of Fort st, Georg%
and west of the Light house Battery, |
3. It 1s now proved that the vibrationf i

caused by the firing of the heavy guns

in the Lt.house Battery is a source of

danger to the building and its occupay
& pants

P lConr of ‘1

Pertions—oF Jhe stone copings and other

heavy masses of material have become de-

At e 3
tached and @kneesdy Tallen, and consider-

able damage has ﬁeen caused to other por-
tions of the building.,

4. Under these circumstances the LtyGl,
Commanding the Forces, Madras, has beeﬁ
requested t0 suspend practice from this

Battery; but it will be Seen from the

accompanying copy of letter from the
Se¢ye. to the Defence Committee to the
Adjutant General in India, Hoe 17554/ | %
I18th July, 1899, that the only rémgd%

in the opinion of the«Committee is the
/

removal of the Law Court buildings and
their reconstruction on a safe site.,In
this letter some stress is laid on the
contention that the Madras Govtyinsiste
ed. on hﬁildipg its Law Courts on the
present site, tpough this was atrenuous-

1y Oppo:quby the local Milye. authori-

<t

ies and by the Defence Committee. In

this connection I am ,to invite attention
to the specific objections raised by

the Milye authorities, when the«question

of site was under consideration. These

are stated in Para. 2 of my present
letter. It will be observed that no men-
tion is here made of the source of dange¥
which has. . now been disclosed. The objec-

tions of the Defence Committee and of the

other military authorities consulted,

were nased'not on the effects of the

Battery on the buildings'but on the ef-

fects of the buildings onthe defensive

powers of the Battery and of the Fort.

it is,moreoveg not quite accurate to

say that the selection of this site was
rstrenuously opposed" by ‘the local MMily.
authorities and the Defence Committees

So far as the Defence Committee is cgneenm—

fh ™
groundg But g
~

ed/ it allezed no
contented itself with a mere statement

of disapﬁraval, notwithstanding that

the Madras Govt. had in Leme:{%zs D, Y

d/ I16th July, 1887, particularly request”

ed




/A an expression of the opinion of

»&mittee as to whether there was

"

any

objeection-to the appropriation of

s sites All that the Committee said in
'/éply was that it was " unanimously op=
,p?ged to the site on the Esplanade of

Fort St.-George, marked B on the plan,

being appropriated for this purposer- vide

Letter from the Secy. to the Committee

communicated te the Madras Govte

wvtn your -

Letter No. AOfF'M.W., Q/'Abuh September, ;" 7

¢
4 1687. “As regards the opinion of Sir FPre-

derick Roberts, the then Commander 1n‘“m1ef6€}%‘Jyksl

this authority/while agreeing with the Co

- . : ; 4
| nittee that the Site selected ®was not a
b=

desirable one", mevertheless approved of

s
it , as "o other suitable site could ; ;

: e v
& found.” His Successor, Sir Charles Arbuth-

t not Was mlso by no means resolute in his

opposition to thig site, as will pe seen

Tfrom-Para. B of-this Gov

te?'s letter to the

Y Govt. of India, No. 343 Dy 4/ 16th July,Tesr.

! 5’ As regards the remark of the Defence » :
!

| committee 4 of its Present lettér
. UGend_ o

@3 (to the very light and wealk
~

in Para.
style of

construction , on a sand foundation y of
{ the de Court buildings, I am to remark

that the building was undoubtedly lig htl/\\\?\

but not more so than was Per-

constructed, \ 3
missible under ord-inary circumstances.

As for a sand foundation , it would be dqif-
N J

ricult to found any building on the Madras
i B ’

114301u1-

founda-

Beach otherwise than on sand. H.E.
ec\ r K 7z l

3 +ho+ oo d
59 Jark ver 1 nformed that san
] 18 moreove / »

re not objectionable per se .
tions & 1

6 1 o fh [=3 C 2 roums ".,11
( e -~y v w2 .E: tl, :
™Y ”I-IUI 7 eDe J»ICK«I O U ces

ernor

Council cammot admit

proposes that

¥ 19 4 SERTe o Pt
buildings shoul

d be removed in

the removal of the

BEOFOLS

7

a h
ngs nas

these buildi

been
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