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No. 210 W
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

e

Buildings and Roadsg,
Civil Worksg, '

READ—the following papers :—

the past 87 years, 3o
have taken Iﬂgcs e following s a Summary of the v

2. The Atur ghaut road.—Tn 18
et .—In 61‘severa1 gentlemen interested ip ¢
l ills subscribed Rs, 800 and got Major Hunter, a resident §151 ethemhgﬁz Stl‘,ls 2211111';03
= L
Sblads Fas pibe oMb s trace for a bridle-path from the Atur

top of the hills,

examined by the Distriet the trace wag

Engin, : ko,
made into a road suited for hoglse?;(’l ‘Sﬂﬁﬁi{ ?;Igtn e sl

1 Capta; 4
the trace suggested by him. Thig trace vgasl ncgﬁi?)?eiaég, Wl’:ft d;:ecfuteihto

: : ieutenant-Colone] J. o Brants were
two traces submitted by Major Hunter and by Captafn Galg;(;?lwrlfi%ittgfé‘igg Isltt, s ﬂ[le
i s rongly

Taylor’s saddle to Nagalur, In Apiil

Govel"nment- to report on Major He 1nson, a Railway Engineer, were deputed b

y)
unter’s work. Thege officers condemned the work

X : . 0 :
discovered that the proj for Opening a b“dle'Path, Th ) were sanctioned

e Local Fund B 1

7 and a ha]f resolved to dr e havmg
« Vart-road to Yerpayq as a famine-

mended the construction of g cart-road t

' op it.
relief work.—In 1877 the
Proposal was negative by Government. |

0 Yercaud ag
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5. Revival of the question in 1883—Trace by Messrs. Clerk and Mauckenzie.~In

' 1883 the planters in an address preseuted to Sir M. K. Grant Duff, the late Goﬁ(ernor,

i tion. The Local Fund Board promised a contribution of Rs. 84,000
zilvt:‘;i(tiaggecggssi}tiggs, and Rs. 4,000 were subscribed by the planters. An estimate of
Rs. 2,44,200 was prepared on surveys begun by Mr. H. K. Clerk and complefed by
Ml: 1’& ’T. Mackenzie. The trace followed was that adopted by Captain Bailey.

Owing, however, to financial considerations, Government decided in G.0., No. 1515 W.,
) 3 S,

dated 6th June 1887, to postpone the project. :
6. Wire ropeway to Yercaud.—At the request of the Planters’ Association & line

}‘ ire ropeway, which the planters proposed to purchase from the Periyar;, was
:g;tatglthem I;n J{ﬂy 1896. Nothing further was heard about the matter, and%t is

understood the wire ropeway was found unsuitable.
7. The ghaut road now proposed.—In a note dated 22nd August 1896, His Excele

| lency the Governor directed that the estimate prepared in 1887 be revised, and ﬁ,\
was accordingly sent to the Superintending Engineer for the purpose. The Superin- "\

tending Engineer submitted the estimate reduced to Rs. 2,00,000 but condemned the

. trace and considered that another sketched by Mr. O’Connell should be surveyed

and estimated for, G.O., No. 3191 W., dated 3rd November 1896, directed that this
alternative trace be at once surveyed and estimated for.

8. I went to the Shevaroys in August last to endeavour to settle this vexed
question. I inspected all the various lines that have been proposed for a ghaut road
with the following result :-—

(@) O’Oonnell’s trace above described.—This starts from near the foot of the
present bridle-path from Salem, and traverses, for half its length, much the same
country as the bridle-path. It then trends away eastwards and enters Yercaud through
Mr. Gompertz’s property. Its length is about 13 miies and the estimate, as prepared
for my inspection, amounted to over 6 lakhs! T inspected the upper half of the trace
and found that it went through exceedingly difficult country, the ground being strewn
with huge boulders and very steep, and no water obtainable anywhere, either for
construction or maintenance. I was assured that the lower half of the ghaut was
equally unfavourable in many places, The estimate had been prepared in a very
unintelligent and extravagant manner, and although I knew that it could be greatly
reduced, I was so unfavourably impressed with the difRcult nature of the country
and the absence of water (a sie gud nom in road making) that I deecided that some
other line must be found. -

(8) Atur ghaut.—This is the ghaut referred to in paragraph 2 above. It runs
north-westwards down to Kadiampatti station, and is 11 miles long, of which I
inspected 7. It is an excellent bridle-path and in good order. . There is abundance of
water, but the valley down which it runs is so narrow and so precipitous that it would
be impossible to a make a cart-road down it without an enormous number of 21g7ags
and very heavy expenditure. The stationto which it runs is also in a very feverish,
unhealthy locality. I had, reluctantly, to abandon this line.

(¢) Malldpuram ghaut.—This runs due north from Yercaud to Malldpuram
station on the Madras Railway. It wasthe original line proposed for a road, so much
80 that the railway company built a larger station than was otherwise nec 3sary to
setve as a terminus, and that portion of the road on the flat a distance . about 9
miles was constructed and bridge in 1857, and is said to be in good order now, except
that the planking of the bridges has disappeared. I inspected the first 95 miles from
Yercaud, of which I drove 7% miles and walked 2, to the head of the zigzags. 'Ijhe
road is rough in places, and wants some regrading and boulders removing. The zig-
zags or ghaut proper are only about 3 miles long and in very easy country, presenting
no difficulty. It would, therefore, be easy to make a road on this line, at a cost of
not more than 14 lakhs, and in fact when His Excellency visited Yercaud in 1896, the
planters asked for this ghaut in- adZtion to the one to Salem: It would benefit the
planters about Nagalur, but would be of little use to the residents of Yercaud, who
would, seldom use a road, 25 miles long to the railway, in preference to the existing
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» 23kD JaNvawy 1899, » 9 a. 12. The case may therefore be summed up as follows : —
e ;

L T L2 - s s of bridle.pa ‘ 'he Shevaroys are well supplied with bridle-paths, and there is no @Tgent

Inmv?ews of tgg&f::? _%‘m_slstms of 7 miles of ( and ' ¥ (1) The ‘thv ml)}i Z,ha) i e pGovemmeut s oo tharats S
is on, i n't’ ﬂdOWQve_r, that all other lines 80 expensiv _ : need for a cart-road, which, )

to have this one investigated, . " ¢ ° i daulv Smonae Ty, L | e ot e ol

e : -road will benefit, or be used by, any out a section of the co :

n and? g g on the fgizavl;r:o;zr:v?gh does not c’onnect Yercaud as directly as possible with Salem
d its railway station. 3 :
an (8) The minimum cost of such a connection is 3 lakhs (Bailey’s ghaut).

(4) A cart-road can be made from Yercaud to M al]é,pm:am station 25 miles long,
for half the above sum. It would benefit planters in the neighbourhood of Nagalur,
but would probably seldom be used by Yercaud residents, and it is doubtful Whet}ler
planters, other than those round Nagalur, would use it to any great extent.

13. xu conclusion if Government is prepared to spend the money, I recommend that
a cart-road be made up Bailey’s ghaut at a cost of 3 lakhs, and that a lakh be provided
for the work in next year’s budget. Otherwise, t}llle ShevaroysM Plaqterg? A}?soilatlon
i is gl . . may be asked if they are prepared to accept the Ma dpuram or Mungivadi ghauts as a
:1 l(jl’gcgiefi)l? . f £ this ghaut I was so disappointed with it, that I ordered ﬁngl solution of theyquestvion}) and a fulfilment of the promise of Government to give
5 trace to be revised, in the hope of being able to construet ; them a cart-road
ney than on Bailey’s trace, This revised estimate has now :

been re?e)ivzc[l, and will be referred to further on.
: €) Mungivadi ghaut.— Thi W/——\\‘M‘a
day before I lef.z Yerea:({ld. Il,stll wag Yionares bo hobg M. Nlchols.oz;, 2 lginter, $he

e
S
i

ng and re-cros.tsmg a stream which fallg ipi i .
: ntervenie . -2 Precipitously through a narres valle: ' R
OSSIngs are easy, but the in ervemng ground is very iteep‘ :.%d 9‘r;lakr;o i: placeg.
iy Goany e, Tis oty B ISR, [y e,y
Dy ~o1L 8 trace, and a road could certa; ‘ astri e
I}'JL the 2 lakhs last estimated (vide paragraph 7).rtamly a0 5 'con::rcould %;mugh
the Rs. 2,44,200, first estimated (vide paragraph 5), mMight possibly be d‘}“@
> but I am not very sanguine esew of this, w6 good feature of this tzac: i °th°§
» In small quantities sufficient, with carefu] storage for. construeﬁ;n

™

P RS A S g

j (Signed) B0 8 DRWINTQN,
3rd December 1898. Chief Engineer.

N O o

i done for less than 4 lakhs, and I agree with him » considers that it cannet be

t

1 Y. I could not inspect it :
| ugineer to do so, and the results of his imﬁ;eetiozin ﬁfll tbes (}oﬁlsllfgditr?iiss’uxf:tz: t;:dlgg ;
| " ~ * Stramangalam (Sal A.'l Hecesﬁn!ates its length fl'Omg%he i
: g om). ) E‘:mzzyit oit@g]oiﬁ ::c 03;11 :nlle]?{, and con- ey Lztract from nole by the Clief Engineer, Public Works Department, on Shevaroys
1ts cost at 2 lakhs, so it would be comparatively cheap, and it wo::l(.i ser(:- e 1 £ e
villages and estates, but would be useless for the residents of Yercaud 3 g i iti - ed d '
planters of Nagalur, 1 consider that its length condemns it ud, and for the Since writing my note on the above, dated 3rd nstant, [ have ha L an opportunity
A R T from the abov: s » $ on 10th instant, on my return from attendlpg the Bh.avam Reservoir Geological Com-
road to Yoroaud is ot oy easv?);eoze glat_dthe question of the best route for a cart- © °  mittee, of inspecting the Malldpuram railway station, and the lower half of the
made up of residents in Yercaud, and I?lahle's :.vholllilse It)ﬁg: htmfil i i L A § PR, apant
I and at Nagalur 5 miles away to the northward, ascerzlilé dm the nelgthUTPOOd Z 2. The station is a large one with two big waiting rooms, an extensive station
i that the total area at present under coffee is 5,328 acres and t;;om the Tahsildar H yard, and a forest rest-house within £ of a mile. The whole place is well suited
g taken up for planting but not yet planted is 6,05 1 e rooeh e ?i%itmnﬂ' area : for the terminus of a ghaut road, and the provision of additional furniture and of a
i area of 11,374 acres. There are 68 villages in the hillg "a.nd the po lﬁ:(t)i ef S 3 refreshment bar is alone needed to make it very convenient for passengers to the
at the last census was 1,365. T do not know what the tota] populgtioix (t)ll;a?; gfﬁmﬁg d S
: serve]dobﬁ o roadlan(llounts oy : 3 3. T inspected 41 of the 9 miles of road to the foot of the zigzags. The land
consulted several planters and residen | was taken up, the road made, the bridges built. and even the mile and furlong stones
could find very litile u.nanimitgr amongst them, Ifls f(;?:ttzllfe:: gg:zfegft: hﬁs T S ‘P erected in 1515)57, as stated in paragrap}%r 8 (e) of my previous note. It has since been
amount of indifference as to whether the road was constructed or not eT}? s rlfam f : entirely neglected, with the result that the road surface has become gullied, and over-
are already exceptionally well served in the matter of bridle-paths ila 3 es% ills ¥ } grown with jungle, the planking of the bridges has gone, and some of the masonry
cellent ones, and others that are passable, They are therefore in a ’bett::-n = 'tle = | thereof needs repair. The road traverses an extremely easy country for road making ;
i at present than any planting district in the Presidehcy except the Nil ;b 03 much money must have been spent on the bridging, the masonry work being still for
i Wynaad. Supplies come up weekly from Salem on pack-bullocks and ¢ lgimsh a::i b the mo=*  _rt sound, and requiring very little expenditure to put it into good order,
3 at ‘neasonable rates. Travellers come up in chairs, or riding or walkin tho 1198 t;a e and there is an abundant supply of water at all times of the year for eonstruction and
& bridle-path being a short 7 miles, and, very probably Would’ continue tgo d ¢ length of * :i maintenance. I was also informed by the Kxecutive Engincer that on the upper 45
5 _ a carlz-rqad was made. There is no doubt that g cart.-,mad is wanted f Ohso even, if 9 miles of the road, which I had no time to see, much expensive revetment work has
of building materials, grain for estate coolies, manare, &e., up and 0:ogui§a ;r — 5 been, donsyimbioll i still, ad.a anloyein. oxoolmborter
gllt. nior% than ;n: ufl)llanter told me that he could get what he w::l.nted,P both wa (;W:; i 4. Detween the road on the plateau 91 miles Jong, which only needs regrading
ap'y by pack-bullocks as ,b.Y carts. They were undoubtedly wrong, but th i B and widening in places, 2nd the 9 miles in the plains above referred to, there is only
statement .'shows.that the desl.re for a road is not g very strong one a%d in 3 ‘Et} Ipfere : a length of 23 miles, now traversed by a bridle-path, with a rise of about 1,000 feet
3 stmpg desire to increase and 1mprove the communications of the OOI’mtr I hsp'l Btk e to be overcome. The country is easy, with little or no rock, and a cart-road could’
advise GOV‘ernme.nt to spend so large a sum as 3 lakhs on thig project ik :f be cheaply made with a gradient of 1 in 18 and a length of not more than 3% miles,
% 1} 1‘139 estimate for O’Connell’s trace, revised according t. : oh ; = so that the total distance from the railway to Yercaud_ by the Mallépuram route
: now come 10, and amounts to Rs, 3,32 060 but the § b Yy mStruc.tlons, has :‘i would be 22 miles, as compared with-19, or possibly 20, miles by Bailey’s trace on the
% reasons given in his No, 610/W., of.25th ,Nov,ember 1§98 uperintending Engmeer, for % south (or Salem side). The Mallipuram road would enter the planting distriet at 11

L

|
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5 Wit o S A 5 |
= : e W., 23gp Jaxvary 1899, 2. It is observed that in 1884 the Salem District Board promised a grant of L2
 from the l'lilwa? d — (XA - | Rs. 34,000 towards the construction of a cart:,-rc]);‘nd, :;nd the planters on the Shgvaroy
road and woulq 2 g Hills were also willing to coutribgte,. ITis Exce len(_:y the Governor in Council
L u:&;ﬂ_d enter it a¢ abou :elrze n:i?venl estates b?foro reaching Yercaud, &a:i ] exlpects the co-operation of these bodies in the undertaking, and they will accordingly
1t reacheq Yercaud. es from the railway and would iy be requested to state what contributions they are prepared to make towards the
t lTlhe ecutive Eng; ] e construction of a cart-road. -
g lakhs, I pref glneer, &_llem dnn'sion, estimates the cost of the Malldpuram 3 (True Extract.)
V'S ghaut from Syl o o Pt it at 1} lakhs as stated in my former note, while &
e ™ side will cost not less than 3 lakhs. '1’ da |
iley’s ggf&“’e'?ns point of view there is no comparison between the two :
most impogs; w‘“.a'ways be a bad road, difficult and expensive to make, Under Secy. to Government
t comp] Poisll)ble to maintain, because of the numerous zigzags necessary, aud the L4 ; '
; hautseq]ce of water, Tt may cost much more than the estimate. Tl.le . ’
BUSe the zipya . . D¢ the easiest in the eountry, easy to make and maintail ; |
& r 8%ags will be very few and water-supply is ample. : # - |

; M) 1 other points of view the Malldpuram ghdt possesses several advantages:
fhgm, ) It vnll- be very easy for animals, while Bailey’s ghaut will be very l‘mrd. o
o (2) It enters the lanti S : ¥ ’ haut and its
- nting district much sooner than Bailey’s ghaut,
mengﬁment mncludes thI; impnr%veme;lt of :he main road on the plateau between
ud, Nagalur and the head of the ghaut. i
and*m (3) 1t will traverse before reaching Yercaud what I
§ Wt.prommng portion of the Shevaroys, superior 1
» Which has little to recommend it, and it will

. b':}el‘eas Bai!ey’s ‘ghaut comes up a precipitous valley y To the Honorary Secretary, Shevaroy Planters’ Association, : |
“iore reaching Yercaud. & R % » Revenue Department. 4

4y T 2 mm& 4 ,  Local and Munieipal Department. s

( ), The road will pass through the :, Consulting Engineer for Railways. i

% AL and . s ot
be in itself an attract S to b rﬂ : » Superintending Engineer, IV Circle,

€ "8. % ‘, S SOl of t 2 0 on_ .
o Hie Raceny et Given. 1t is impossiblo
Bailey’s ghaut agdth'e' t I.have a strong belief thyt
g tgunan""‘ ok f them will be satisfied gy T 6
- if they the M w nilg?"v an;i (ioifmu};}h money hag
e s lﬂ'ﬁ' . e “which will all be waste the v b .
bt oo o ' Jﬁun as the best solution of therg?gi;s IIEOt ‘ . :
| 5t much, although I believe that ey b :

: e . oh s en they wil]
hat a good road it is, while visitorg Yy wi
" certain to use it. > from Madras

N W *

~ (Signed)

*

W. B. DEWINTON, .

o. 210 W3, dated 23rd January 1899, % ] : &

n the notes read above the Chief Engines : 3
that have been carried out fr_om time to tifne wirthd:ss,li‘;bes the var;
‘Hills with a cart-road, and gives the result of the inspe ‘é to
~ solution of this much discussed question. Before afp- Cliong p v bi
matter, }Ells Exce_lleney in Couneil would he glad t knvmg at a fing] A m tow.ards a
the parties most interested in the work. Thege pa g DOW the # g °Cislon in the
to the Shevaroy Planters* Association, the Colleetox? ;:s i therefope b "4 opinions of
and the Madras Railway Company for consi deraﬁo,]o 8 em, the gl e COmmunjcated
to be adopted. ot and opinion as l; Istriet Board,

e best route

Exd. P. Seetharam. & : l

*
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Shevar9ys Ghat ROad.

——— S e S B e A

Since writing my note On TH

% above dated 3rd .instant I have hni
s OppOrtunity on 10th ins+1nf10n

my return from attending the Bhavani

ReServoil” Ge0l0zical COmmittee, 0F
inspecting the Mallapuram Railway

station, and the 1lower half Of the

Mallapuram ghat.

el AL B i AT NS

BN The 3tation is a large One
with twO big waiting rooms, an ex-
tensive station yard,and a FOrest
Rest house within % Of a2 mile.The
whole place i3 well Suited fOor tiae
terminus Of 2 ghaut road, and the

provision of additional furniture

~

and 0f a2 refreshment bar is alOne

needed +0 make it very cOnvenient
y fOr passengers tO the hills.
5. I inspected 4% Of the' 9 miles
\ 14 y of =024 t0 the f00t Of the zigzapn.
. ; The 1land was taken up,the r03d --
made,*he bridges built,and even the
- E {

mile and furlOng StOnes erected in

e

1857, 28 stated in para 8(ec) Of my
previous note. It ha3 sSince been
entirely negzlected, with the result

-

that the »0ad surface has becOme




Lraverses an

:@ﬁleiy a8y country for road makin--
=3

mOney must have been Spent sn
bridging,the masonry work beinz
;1 for tpe most part SOuna*;nd
wiring very little eXpenditure
£9.put it into 004 order, and there

7;;‘ an abugdznﬁ supply oOf wz{ér at

2ll times Of the year for construction
and maintenance. I was a21s0 infofmed
by the Executive Engineer that on

£h9 gpper 4% miles 0f the med,which
”fﬁ;“héd no time £0 See,much expensive
?é&gtmfpt wprk has been d%ne, which
is still,as rule,in excellent --

g Order.

) : 4. Between the road on the plateau

ﬁ Qé'mi;es 10nz, which Oonly needs re-

grading and widening in places. andg

)

the 9 miles in the Plains above

-

referred to,there is only 1 lenzth
of 2% miles’nOW traversed by a bridie
Path,with a2 rise of about 1000 feet

to be Overcome, The cOuntry is easy,
with little or nOirOck,mnd 2% cart road
cOuldrbe cheaply mzie.with 2 gradient
0f 1 in 18 and a 1ength”of not more
than 3% miles, S0 that the total

distance from the railway t0 Yeraaud

by the Mallapuram rOute would be 22
miles,as cOm wi i

’ pzred with 1% Or pOssibly
QOCTiles by Bailey's trace On the
SOuth, The Mallapuram ro0ad would enter

;the Planting district a2t 11 miles

e ] : f'rom

s Mo jipiloraie H: Sl ivin o
ol e Pt i SRRV PN

from® the railway ZMAVWORLENGEL

gerve 1 Hstate until it reaohss

[ <. ;\M‘

Yercaud.

5. The Executive Engineer, SSISS

& Ty

Division,estimates the coOst of

Msllapuram road at 1% lakhs, I pig

’* fer tO put it at 1% Iakhs as stated

in my former nOte,while Bailey!'d

chgut from Splem side will cOst not

Jess than 3 lakhs.

-

6. From an engineering point OI

view there i3 nQ cOmparison between

the twO r02ds. Bailey!s ghaut will

a,lways be 2 bad rOmi,ii?ficulﬂ and

B exXpensive t0 mxke’mni 2ImOst impOssie

ble to maintain, because Of the =--

5

numerous zizzazs necessary,and the

21mOst cOmplete absSence O0f water.

o B il vt

It may cOst much mOre than the --

estimate. The Mallapuram ghaut will

be the easiest in the country,easy

I S A it O LN i

+0 make and maintain because the
~

zigzazs will be very few and watex

suprly is ample.

X

7 Hrom ther rointad Of view the
Mmllmpurim ghmﬁﬁ PoOssesses several
advantage 83 -

(1) It will be very easy for
animéislﬁhile Bailey!s zhaut will
be very hard Oon them.

(2) It enters the planting --

District much sOOner than Bailey's

chaut,and it s imprOvementiinciudes

the imprOvement 07 the main rOad
on



In LB g
lx&’@va- at

e : : the head of the ghzut. 7
o
B 43) It will traverse be fore
?%ﬁ#hing Yercaud what T believe to

2§§the healthiest and most Promising

< g .
#stion of the Shevaroys, superior jn

7%§very respect t0 Yercaud itself,
" which has little to recommend ji,
and it will pass £ rOute 2 number

Of estates, whereas Bailey's chaut

eOmes up a precipitous valley and
Only traverses One estate before

reaching Yercaud,

- {#) The r0ad Wiil pass through

~the most beautifukv

Scenery on the
Shevaroys, anqg be in itseirf AN attraction
tO0 visitors,

i It will be ‘seen from Page 45

Of the accOmpanying 20py of addresses

Presented to His Excellency on his

first tOur, that the Shevaroy Planters

AsSsOciation asked fOr Bailey's ghaut

and the Mallapurzm_ghmut for reasons

therein given, Tt is impossible to

eéxpect unanimity on the Part of

Shevaroy Planters, but I have a Strong

belief that irf they zet the Malla-

Puram zhaut the large ma jority of

chem widl DR SR i Abiag dna Ga 1y
is so igfigitglx Superidr from an

engineering point of view, and so

much mOney has 2lready been Spent On

34 by GOvernment, whiesh will a1l be

wasted if the rO9a2d is not utilise@,

s S

Dt R
e

e

reSidents of Yercauk

£h I belil

that even taey will 40 S0 in tim .

when they 1iscover what a 3004 pOue

it is, while visifOrSI?rOm Madras

and Ban:za10re Side at any rmte/zru

certain +0 use it,

9. Iiattachya Series 0f letters

On the subject extracted f1rOm the

Madras Mailithe first Of the series

i8 missing,

e . With rezard 0 the Hon,Mr

Arundel!s remarks I invite attention

t0 the attached note On the pro-

mises made by GOvernment, and the

Share O0f cost by Dist.rict ¥

rict BOard and
[ :
}h ¥ Planters. I do not think it likely
o Qi \ !
Qﬂ\ that we shall get. any eont ribution

A W
*j “ﬁ;ﬁ wOrth talkinz about

*ﬂ% % and i+ seems unnecessary +0 treat

from the Planteng

them differently to0 Planters else-

vhere.
Fol The District Board mizht Perhaps
be asked azain to cOntribute,but L
qﬂv it will be Saddled with the main-
wgr tenance of the r0ad T +

think Pro-

vincial may bemrﬁwh01e cOst Of con-

Struetion, Ir the

)

Mallapuram Zhaut

18 sanctioned we can zive Rs. 25,000

in current year,and a 13kn next

Year,and complete it by Aprii 1900,

Ve S B s
’ .
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