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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

(Copy.)
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LerTer to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State

| & for India.

3
No. 2843 W., dated 8th November 1898,
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FoxwaRDING, with remarks, a [statement showing the period taken between the
despatch of indents from Madras in 1897 and the receipt of stores during the months

from January to August 1898,
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Lerrer—to
Tue Riour Hosoveasie THE SECRETARY or STATE ror INDIA.

My Lorp,
We have the honour to refer your Lordship to correspondence ending with your

Lordship’s Public Works (Stores) despatech No. 1, dated 2(Gth November 1896.
Our letter No. ;2 W, dated 15th September 1806, to which that despatch was a
reply, brought to notice the delay which occurred in England in complying with
indents from this country for stores for our Public Works Department, and we then
luid before your Lordship a statement, prepared by our General Buperintendent of
Public Works Stores, giving typical instunces of such delay. As remarked by
the Director-General, that statemeut was not prepared with sufficient care, as the
stores about which complaint was made should have been specified, and the dates

of despatch from Madras of the various indents should have been quoted. We regret

that it was not drawn up in a more intelligible form .

9 We now have the honour to forward a statement showing the period taken
despateh of indents from Madras in 1897 and the receipt of the stores
anuary to August 1898, In paragraph 3 of your Lordship’s
despatch the ordinary limit fixed for the despatch of stores was five months, and only
items that have taken longer than that time have been included ; and those articles
regarding which references were made to Madras by the India Office, and delay in the

bly caused by such inquiries, have been excluded, In the

supply of which was proba
remarks column of the statement, 8 brief note has been made of the inconvenience

ontailed in certain cases by late arrival of stores.
8. It will be seen that many of the items were under supply for over seven

months, and that in several cases more than a year elapsel between the date of the
indent and that of receipt of the stores in this country. Complaints are still frequent
from our Public Works officers of the delays which unavoidably oceur in the exeeu-
tion of works owing to the late receipt of English supplies, and we trust that it will
be found possible to make arrangements to secure greater despatch in this matter.
: We have the honour to be,
My Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble servants,
(Signed)  A. E. HAVELOCK.
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