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1 have the henour to transmit to you the following copy of a ana

Resolution agreed to at a leeting of the Council of this .CClP’t"

held on the eighth February last.

the Ceyvlon Govermment and the Colonial Offigs

3 T - yrrT bl
i 'L\.":u” v i/ t.u:’u'

FURTHER PAPERS. ‘

approached on the subiect of the preservation of the national
proaciea :
G.0. No. l Department. l Date

; : i i Heix L e
moruments at Anuradhapura known by the names of Abhayegirive arnd

L

A 13 "
A

Miriswetilva Dagoha

as

N

4

e as well that in asking vour favourable consideratiy

of the request contained in this Resolution T should shortiw =

mention the facts on which the application of the Boyal Asiabic

application refers to two separate monluves

state the case of ‘each in tur.

\/11 r.-if":: fix" ”a’ 13‘](’ n(&ﬁda.

This monument, as vou are no doubl aware,

able

the chiaf bui1ﬁlzhs of the world The Royal Aslatlc Soe‘

amnmong

he

allowed to perish or become a mere pile of ming ‘bhr‘ou;;h__

without discredit to the overnment both of ‘mlo (‘ountzvy and

Colony. ‘ . ‘ ad 3
In the vear 1886, a large pOI‘blon mcludlnp; one. Qf ‘um

‘Gomers of the great square bulldlrg (techmcallv ca-lled the_

| '.}1me=d1at lv supports the crownlm plnnacle fell down., Thn
he fa't m hls,"

Gove mment Egent of the Provmce no‘aed 1
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/ I have the honour to transmit to vou the following copy of &
e |
i ,’ iesolution agresd to at a lleeting of the Council of this Society (
- — 3
A i held on the elghtnh February last
&\ LA nlal ry
- | uhol #) that the Cevlon Government and the Colonial Office bey
¢ ; :
ot < S e VI I PR # A S 5 g 1
1 y approacned on tne subject of the preservation of the nat 101.\:«.1

D RO & S SRR | E e U PIEPTRATANE, T5% 3 PP 1 A
monuments auv Anuradlapura known bv the names of Abhayvagiriva and
. o A &

Miriswetiva

urahle consideratics

should shortly

entlon tie Iacts on whicn the application of the Boyal Asigtis

5 »

wpplication refers to two separate monuments

G Ry e mis 3
(\C.‘QIV 18 tic .‘_-9(5 N Lilgk i

s
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6. thel case of 'sach in tum.,

.

nument, as vou are no doubt aware, is one of the mest

nle in the 'Fast, Almost vying in si_ze with the 'Pyraﬁids,

and containing hricks sufficient, as has been estimated, to bu

a large Fnglish provinclal town twice gver, it may be recmnea,

among the chief huildings of the world. The Roval Asiatic Seaict

deeply impressed with the opinion that sueh a structure ¢ :

without

Colony.

In the vear 1886, a large porblon 1ncluc’1 -ona of the |

corners of the great square building (tachnlcally cailed the

"tea") at the top of the mmlsphemcal maln stmcture and: whiek

Uhadtiat ely supports the crovming pinnacle, fell down. The

Gove mment, A,,ent of the Provmce noted the fact in hs offlcla

'fi' élary, addlnp; that aftpr a few_ years‘ 1ore ran;y seascms ﬂ
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. prevent
_:Governmenx to 1nterposa ar

T

gecuring

i o Provi

growth of vegetatl

e Py ¢+
surtiece o1

mplished in 1890 - when 6ir A:

P ?

some slight settle
ot first of no'v.‘,
platform which fomed the
the substructurs of the pinnacle, T,
filling of these CYacks
heen removed to another and was 110 ldn%

e inear of Anuradiapura. Persona i professiona-l‘

P )

jealousies and sauabbles on which it is unnecessary to enter but

J

had the effect of making it doubtful in whose chara,e ‘bhe

which

dagoba was, and ‘also whether sk, \urrday or others wele right in

the contrary views thev took as to the cesuse of settlement,, led to

L2V

nothing whateverl heing done. The rain of successive wet seascon
entered the cracks vear after yvear, sid increased them, and f1’

the whole of the west face gave Way and 1s now & mass of mm,,

tHe foot of the dezoba, the "hall? of which it has

geriously injured in its fall. It is perfectly clear that if

nothing is done to orrest the process, the other faces of the ¢

dagoba includirg mch of the old work, will eventually follow,

from the e ffect of rein lod,,lnp; :m tm cracks; and when it hes

lost the support afforded it by the tpe the pinnacle (in itself

tower of 1o small magnit ude) will n doubt itself fall

thls catastrophe: ‘t'la‘b the Socmtv appeals to uer m3es




'a:ms‘b.f, 5 ourse if:-"fxzés:'-béexa urged:

e will be conaiderable.’

(1) That the expens

g of Ceylon were never in a more flourishing

lue I‘eVGnue
and that &
and repair of a

small portion of them should be devoted to

condition,
the preservation historical and architectural
se~ highest interest and value will not, the Roval

'mmmmmto?fr
by Her Majesty's

Asiatic Society recls confident be thought

Government an un reasonable e appropriation of thenm.

ks more picturesque in ruin than

it PXlsted in 1860,

it ¥

(2) That the monument lool

do if restored to the conditicn in waich

w ich every one may have it

That 18 @& question of taste on

opinion; but what is importent to remember ig that the edlfﬁ

QWL
ent condition and t“et if it be 1eft i

carmot remain in its preser
it means its surrender to increasing
as the cracks if left unattended to, Wlden,

min, min. Hot only must

other faces fall,
which has tsken the place of tha'

the present slope of rubbish
beautiful, will "Par

tern face and which some seem to think

year be washed down by the rains, eating deeper and dpeper 1n'

the heart of the platfom, till the pinnacle itself is undl

There is no alternative between such restoratlon‘as,w‘

the assaults of weather and rapldly prngre'"'ve-fartlé
Buddhist. Shrlne»'_and ough

(3) That the Dagoba is a
ired or preserved by a Cnrlstlan uovernmﬂnt

0 many pecple thau 't ha Chrlstlan G

1t might seem t

having taken pOSSPSSlO

would not be an ungraceful act towardsr ts.

r. but that questlon n,‘ e&\ 'ot_b
o Indian Gov

n of the monumenbs of a Budﬁhlj

keep them in repail
it is enoud ugh to po:w

whlch rather more th

an ten vears a%efﬁ
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of very considerable dimensions, 18

o B s
v e

ﬁf} 1is daﬁbna (which thougn : |
| smqller than the ﬁbhayagiria) is believed to be the oldest
a4 G &

veculiar interest. The fall ot

‘mmch
and is in meny ways of p

in Ceylon,

the Pinnacle and of the tee had reducea
conical mass of debris and earth oveIrgrown with grass and shrubs.
gir William Gregory exca avated one of its altars which was of i

> roat beauty, but the remainder continued hidden until 1887, when

aip A, Gordon determined on its excavation, end if possible,

3 &1 AR S e e S U ;i 3
away the earth and rubnisi, the three

restoration, On clearing

ambulatories were found quite perfect, retaining for the most

1 part their original coating of chunam, together with a stalrcase

; i " 5 : 7 Ea - {oe :
. ] of a character quite unique 1n teylon, while the walls of the

rfect up to a considerable height,

>

iR ke A D T8 g 1 i, T N g i
» / "hell" of the dagoba were pel

(30 or 40 ft.) a height quite great enough to enable the curve of

the bell to be exactly ascerteined. There was a large gaol at

{—

wmpura, end the prisoners wels employed on the work of

; ‘ Anurad!

i
i
{,
i
;
5

I

3

!

f

completing the bell as far as possible with the b icks hathered
heri thes short . %he

- U % 3 AN et e R b S } - .
the delris, and 1in making others when tiese Ial %

Ll |
ssed, and the Society

D
Loy ¢
V]
st

I Y .
Trom

ﬂaol at Anuradhapura has since been suppre

is imnfomed by recent letters from Ceylon, that the work is

wholly aharndensd and st s open to receive the rain, OF course

) ("ulu

entire destruction not only,ofwtng'

the original work alsoc, including the

this can only lead to the

Lild o

work of restoration but of
" which will be destroyed by the fall upon &

besatiful "chapels

of the brickwork, hulged outwards by the soaking and presqure.o

When it was dotermlned to clear the stxucturm

t;xp \1‘1 I‘ \ll‘t 11'1.
earth and debris which covered it, lu was with a view

gervation, and the aoc1etv Would,respécf?

from the

its restoration and pre
t the meqsureb {aken with that view, should uot by a

submit tha

change of policy be allowed to become actlvellnstruments of the

and unique a monument.

dest ruction of s0 heautiful »
that one of the achPSS Prlnces zave a

It is worth notimg
1,500_the 3001ety;bellevasé, as a contribup

lmgesmu-ammt£

towards the completion of the restoration.
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Ig t his instance too, the Society would earnestly request

f
§
l;

fer iojesty's Government to sanction and dirsct the completion of

according to Mr, Alex. Murray's origi

pod

al plans for that

; the work g
i purpose.

1 1 k: ; ¥y ¥ T Ve TV @ £ 4 1y 2 '
T have the honour to enclose some photographs of tie present &

condition of the tee of the Abhayagiria, which I request may at

vour convemisnce be returned to the Society.
o

(Szd) REAY
i
b President.
bk
i
i
i %v‘
faiih : |
; , The Under Secretary of State
k : /
i for the Colonies,
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