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NOVEMBER.

Return of Governm;nt House Furniture

Directing the adoption of certain course for removing the difficulty experienced

in connection with the preparation of the —, stating that the verification will in
future take place yearly, and requesting the Consulting Architect to carry out the
is Excellency the Governor in regard to

suggestions of the Military Secretary to Hi
taking an inventory of the furniture at the three Government houses.
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No. 2836 W., smxomn 1898,

C Lk A

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. .

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. =

"

General,
Account.

Reap—the following papers : —

From G. S. T. HARRIS, Esq., Consulting Architect to the Government of
; Madras, to the Chief’Engin’eer, Public Works Departmen(;,’ dafe& Chep&k, x ok

13th August 1898, No. 1478. S onna i
With reference to the objectionahle items statement for June 1898, items ur er

miscellaneous irregularities delay in submission of hal.f-yearly returns of tools a.ndphnt, ¥ i3
Government H ou?e, Madra’s, I have the honour to inform you that MrMelqawmh, 2
Assistant Engineer, made a complete inventory of all furniture at this Government

House up to 30th April 1898, the return was sent to the Examiner, With:atnﬁxplanatnry

note, that efficient check on Government House furniture was not possiblg,-ai'tigb?s are : ;
shifted from one Government House to another, that satisfactory check with last

audited return was not possible on account of the description, for instance. no distine-
tion being made between an upholstered chair and a rattan oce. It would therefore
be seen that it was intended that this careful inventory, which took over four weeks

in preparation, was to take the place of the half-yearly return, and, being under this :

impression, your No. 2924 C., dated 20th June 1898, was not replied to at the time,

2. The Examiner in his No. 2168 B./A., dated 22nd June 1898, returned the
statement and asked that a combined return may be prepared for the three G0ver!m!g1£
houses, now that the Ootacamund Government House had been added, and a distinc-
tive nomenclature adopted. o

3. I have been considering over the Examiner's proposals and find them quite
impracticable to comply|with unless it be possible—firstly, to take a simultaneous count
of furniture at the three Government houses ; secondly, notice be given to this
department when furniture is moved from one house to another ; thirdly, when
furniture is brought or sold, intimation should be at once given. Should this be

impracticable, I then suggest that an annual examination be made, such as is done with

the tools and plant at the School of Arts, Madras (vide G.0., No, 1729 W., dated 11th
June 1888), for, as matters stand at present, the compilation of these half-yearly returns
for Government House is most unsatisfactory, the custody of furniture is not really
under the charge of this department, and still it is held responsible for deficiencies,
which is usually explained by the house butler that articles wanting have been shifted
from one Government House to the other, to verify this statement is a difficult matter.

Office-note to the Examiner, Public Works Accounts, dated 31st August 1898, No. 3798 C.

Office-note from the Examiner, Public Works Accounts, dated Madras, 10th
September 1898, No. 1067 A/A. ;5% i

I quite agree with Mr. Harris that the present procedure relating to the péﬁo}i’ieﬂ
counting and the preparation of the half-yearly retarns of Government House furniture

is very unsatisfactory. So also, I may add, is the audit of those returns by my office

- - ~ .

No. 2836 W., 82 Novewsss 1898. 3

s

o~

for the reason that, under the existing condition of things explained in Mr. Harris’
letter, those returns cannot be reliable records of the stock of furniture in the three
Government houses.

2. I do not, however, see how under present arrangements an annual examination
or stock-taking, as now proposed, instead of a half-yearly one, would get over the
difficulty unless that count could take place simultaneously in all three Government
houses; nor would the case be similar to the drrangement sanctioned in G.0.,
No. 1729 W., dated 11th June 1888 (quoted by Mr. Harris ), under which the Con-
sulting Architect is required to make an annual examination of the tools, apparatus,
&c., in the Madras School of Arts, and the audit of the aceounts of those articles ig
carried out by the local Accountant-General.

3. As regards the School of Arts, the articles are, presumably, all in one building
and not liable to be shifted from one building to another, and the Purchases of new
or sales of old articles are arranged for by one and the same authority. The periodical

verification must therefore be a comparatively simple matter.,
4. The case of the furniture belonging to the three Government houses at

Madras, Guindy and Octacamund 1s widely different and is provided for under the

and, similarly, I understand in regard to sales of old or obsolete articles (vide paragraph
3 of Consulting Architect’s letter under reference).

9. To put things on a satisfactory footing, either of the following eourses
‘might be adopted : —

(1) A purchases or sales of Government House furniture should be arranged
through the Consulling Architect only, and no furniture transferred from one house to
another without a¢ once advising that officer.

(2) Intimation should without Jail and invariably be given by the Military
Secretary to the Consulting Architect of any such purchases or sales as are effected

edirect by the former, as also of any removal of furniture from one house to another
as contemplated in the Government Order above quoted.

(3) The furniture for each separate Government House should be complete s
a set z'nhz'tself, and no articles should he moved, even temporarily, from one building
to another.

6. Assuming the adoption of any one of these three courses, there would be no
objection from an audit standpoint and, as far as I can 36, no practical difficulty
in carrying out the verification annually instead of half-yearly, viz., Madras and
Guindy in April, and Ootacamund in November, or, in fact, at such other times of
the year as may be found most convenient.

Endorsement of the Secy. to Govt., Public Works Dept., dated 21st Sept. 1898, No. 972 D.

-

From Major F. W, ROMILLY, bp.s.o., Military Secretary to Hig Excellency
the Governor, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
dated Guindy, 29th October 1898, No. 301. .

I bave the honour to return the correspondence forwarded to me for remarks with
Your endorsement No. 972 D., of 21st September 1898, and, in reply, to state that of
the three courses suggested by the Examiner, I consider that that detailed in (2)
would be most convenient,

I would suggest that an inventory of the furniture at the Madras and Ootacamund
Government houses he taken at once, and that at Guindy in January next when His
Excellency the Governor is in residence at Madras,
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E. No 27,
1,000—6-9. 97.

GOVT.
oF uLfn.s. } 189% { DEPT.
EXAMINER, P. W. ACCOUNTS.

dras
! '/o'éssptem‘bsr ; 1897?

Osrrice Norte No. /05/://‘!

v,

Your Office Yote Y0,3798 C Aated

3lgt,August 1898,

I quite agree with Mr,Harris that
the present procedure ralating to the
nariodisal counting and the praparation
of th2 half yearly returms of Govarm-
ment Housa farniturs is very unsatis-
pastory, So also,I may add,is the
aqudit of thosas returms hy my 0ffice -
for the reason that,undsr the exisiing
aondition of things,explained in Mr,
Harris’ 1attar,those returns cannot be
raliahle records of the stock‘of fur-
niture in the threse Government Housas,

2, I Ao not,however,s2e how
under prasamt arrangementss an annual
axamination or‘stock-taking as now
nroposad instead of a half yearly one

would gat over the Aifficulty unless

.¢hat sount conld take place simmlta-

naougly in all threse fovarnment Housaes:
nor would the case bhe similar‘to the -
arrangemant sﬁnotioned in G.Ol..No-.I'Izg
dated IIth,June 1888 (quoted by Mr,

larrig) undsr which the Consulting




& VIR

Aréhitsct is rsq&irod to maka an annuéi
axamination of the tools,apparétus’otq s
in the Madras School of Arte;aﬁd'tho .
audit of the accounts of those articlses
is carrisd out by ths Loz2al Ascountant
Genaral,
3., As ragards the School of Arts,

the artisles are,preéumably,all in
one building,and net liable to be
shifted from one building to another,
and the purchases of nww or sglss of

old articles are arranged for hy ons and
the same autﬁority. The nariodical veri-
fication rmst tharafors bs a compara-
tively simpl: matter,

4, The case of the furniturs

belonging to the thres Govarnment

Hougeg at Madrasg,fuindy and Ooty 1is
widely differant,and is provided for
under the‘spesial ralsess contained ingv
8,0,No0,BI3 W dated 7th,Marsh IS93,

The furmiturs is not only not under

 one roof,hut is,according to require-

ments, shifted from one housa to
another: new nurchasesg 4re at timaes
arranged for by the Sonsulting Arshis
tect;at othars by: the Military Secsretary
without intimation to ths ZJonsulting
Arghitect and,similarly,I understand, |
in regard to salss of old or obsolate
articles vide nara 3 of Consulting
Architect's latter undar rafarancs,

5, To put things on a satisfastory

footing either of the following aliews-

' coursas might be $ g

FRE,

adoptad

e

: ﬁ Wé‘éf"d "

adopted:-

(I) A1l purchases or salas of

Govarnment House farmiture should

ba arranced through the Bonsulting
b N REAS O

Arshitest only,and no furmiture

transferred (rom on® Housn to

anothar without 2t once advising
that officer.

(2) Intimation should without
fail and invariably be given by
8L 25 invariably

the Military Secratary to the
Jonsulting Architect of any snch

acted
nurshases or sales as ara affect

direct by the former,as also of
any renmoval of furmiture from

ona Housa to another as asont am-

olated in the G,0,above quoted,
(3) The faurniture for each geparate

A Y P OY )~
Govarnment Housa ghould be com

ol DAt
nlate as a3 seb in itself,and

artisles should he moved, even

tenmorarily, from on2 puilding to

another,

8, Assuming

of these three

the adoption of any on?2

CoCarr sdpit A
aitameatives, there

%‘/}I T

) . e iiai .
= & ptunrel / 24 Zé*&"’tfvoum ba no objestion from an audit

gatand point and,as far as I can s2e, |
é% rractical diffioulty in carrying
out tha verification anvmally instead

of half yearly - viz:Madras and Guindy |

in Anril and Ooty in Movember - or,in
" {

) the year
fast,at sush other times of the 'y

ag may ha found most sonveniant,
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Government Housg,

25% Oclitie.. 18987

i : From 2, ;s‘, FE 2 B '5?; g0

Bez MILITARY SECRETARY TO
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR,

I have the honour to be,

Sir

)

Your most obedient Servant,

Major,

/ﬁrﬂz'lz'tl:i'y ecretary,
"z
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