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GENERAL.
ESTABLISHMENT.

I - Gabernment (18981 of Afladras.

PUBLIC WORKS.

Reed. Enclosures
1898.
Regd. Spare copies

Letter, No. 1160 W., 11th May 1898.

MAY.

Forged Cheques

Letter to the Government of India suggesting that the rules of the Public Works
Code on the subject of the custody of cheque books, be made more stringent, by
paragraph 94, Chapter I, Vol. II, being amended as shown.
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GENERAL.
ESTABLISHMENT.

Gopernment 118981 of A¥ladras.
PUBLIC WORES.

Recd. Enclosures
1898.
Regd. Spare copies

MAY.

Forged Cheques

Passing orders on the conduct of the parties concerned, in connection with the
encashment of two — of the Géddvari Eastern division at the Rajahmundry treasury
and referring, for consideration in the Financial Department, the question of issuing
instructions for the more careful scrutiny of cheques in treasuries.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

General.
Establishment.

Rean—the following papers :—

From the Superintending Engineer, I Circle, No. 630 G. D., dated 7th June 1897.
Endorsement in the Financial Department, No. 1435, dated 12th July 1897, on letter from
the Accountant-General, ras, No. 2014, dated 5th July 1897.
Endorsement in the Financial Department, No. —, dated 17th July 1897, on letter from
the Accountant-General, Madras, No. 2150, dated 14th July 1897,
Proceedings in the Revenue Department, Mis. No. 5036, dated 27th September 1897.
From the Accountant-General, Madras, No. 3279, dated 21st October 1897.
* i »»  No. 3297, dated 22nd October 1897.
Endorsement in the Financial Department, No. 438, dated 17th February 1898, on letter
from the Accountant-General, Madras, No. 516, dated 12th February 1898.
From the Accountant General, Madras, No. 658, dated 21st February 1898.
. e »  No. 928, dated 10th March 1893,
Endorsement in the Financial Department, No. 754, dated 21st March 1898, on letter from
the Accountant-General, Madras, No. 1090, dated 18th March 1898,

Orper—No. 1159 W., dated 11th May 1898.

In his letter No. 630 G.D., dated 7th June 1897, the Superintending Engineer,
I Circle, brought to notice that a passed candidate named P. Venkatadri Naidu was
admitted into the GSd4vari Eastern division in May 1897 and allowed to work in the
clerical and accounts branches pending disposal of his application for a clerk’s post ;
that on the 4th May 1897 the cashier of the office received from the Executive
Engineer in camp cheque books containing drawn and undrawn cheques ; that while
he was making entries of the drawn cheques in the cash book he was obliged to go
to the accountant to speak to him for a few minutes leaving the cheque books on the
table ; that Venkatadri who was working at one end of the cashier’s table took
advantage of the cashier’s absence and abstracted from the Rajahmundry treasury
cheque book two blank cheques Nos. 28 and 29, and another blank cheque from the
Bhadrachalam treasury cheque book; that he erased the figure 2 in the two cheques
on the Rajahmundry treasury and drew them in favour of one Dinadayalu Naidu for
sums aggregating Rs. 2,418-13-5, forging the signature of Mr. Handcock, the
Executive Engineer and dating them 4th May 1897; that on the 5th May he
presented the two cheques to the Treasury officer, Rajahmundry, and obtained payment
of Rs. 2,400 in currency notes and %s&&-&-hn cash, representing that he was the
man in whose name the cheques were drawn ; that the forgery was discovered on the
same day when a genuine cheque No. 10, dated 3rd May 1897, was presented at the
treasury for payment and after Venkatadri had disappeared ; that the case was at once
reported to the police, and that the Collector offered a reward of Rs. 200 for the
arrest of the culprit. The blank cheque abstracted by the man from the Bhadra-
chalam treasury cheque book was found, after he had disappeared, in the pocket of
his coat left in his lodgings.

9. The Superintending Engineer considered that the man should not have been
allowed to work in the office being an unpaid man ; that the cashier should not have
left the cheque books on his table during his absence ; that the Executive Engineer
should have sent to the office the drawn cheques only and not the whole booksb, and

" that the Rajahmundry Treasury offit

No. 1159 W., 11ma May 1898. 3
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cer was not free from blame as he cashed cheques

: D i ineer’s signature, which
ini and as a scrutiny of the Executive Engineer’s signature,
podse LB o hould have led to detection.

to copy, 8

was not ESYAZCO ul;y;;nt-(}eneral in his letter No. 2150, dated 14th July 1897,
fzéd th(:.t the Taluk Head Accountant passed the cheques on the statements of the

repor

h and a Public Works Department peon that they knew the man, and
untant did not enquire concerning the name and profession of the

there being no reason to doubt the genuineness of the cheques. The Accountant-
e 1 was however of opinion that if the Head Accountant had made a cursory
Gene::ison with any other Public Works Department cheque the erasures in the
f,ﬁ%ers would have been detected as the space between the words ¢ Cheque_ No.”
and the actual figures was larger than usual; that the plea urged that he did not
suspect the genuineness of the cheques could not bg acgepted as it was _th_e duty of
the Head Accountant, an official relieved of all magisterial work, to scrutinise every
document presented for payment ; that careful scrutiny was specially necessary in this
ease as the cheques were for large amounts and the payee was unknown to the _Heac%
Accountant ; that the imitation of Mr. Handcock's signature was ‘not very skilful ;
that the fact that it was written with the same ink as the remaining portion of the
cheque should have aroused suspicion ; that the Head Accountan_t should have detected
the forgeries, and that the Sub-Treasury officer was not entirely free fr_om blame.
The Accountant-General also forwarded the two forged cheques for inspection.

iy Accountant explains that he was on privilege leave up to the 4th

May ‘%‘tlﬂieb?t%a%e and the ActinIg) Head Accountant went to the office at 11 A.M. on
the 5th idem, when they found Venkatadri seated on a box inside the office; that the
latter, on being asked who he was and what brought him, replied that he was a Public
Works, Department contractor and had brought cheques to be cashed ; that the
permanent Head Accountant called to his seat the office pound gumastah, a resident
of Dowlaishweram, and pointing out Venkatadri Naidu to him asked him if he l.mew
that contractor ; that the pound gumastah replied that he knew t,;he man as a resident
of Dowlaishweram having business in the Executive Engineer’s .o{ﬁce, and that a
Public Works Department lascar of Dowlaishweram named Jungili, yvho came to the
treasury a little while after, to make some 1_'em1ttance was asked if he knew that
contractor, and that he replied in the affirmative. The Head Accountant also states
that he asked the Public Works peon how he knew the man and t_hat the peon repl.le.d
that the man was residing in Dowlaishweram and was often seen in the Eastern Divi-
sion office. The Head Accountant says that he was afterwards engaged 1n assuming
charge; that at about 1 P.L, he and the Acting Head Aoc;)untant resumed their
seats ; that the Tahsildar then came in from the E}ub-Collectgr s office and taking his
seat by the same table was givinglcer{laith instr\tlptlonEs rggart}mg ]?:baaldl ;bthit tlﬁe
on the table the Executive Engineer’s credit order book, the

e i T forged chgque for Rs. 1,800 and odd and
* another ; that Venkatadri also came in

and stood by the side of the Tahsildar’s

. that the Tahsildar took up the cheque for Rs. 1,800 _and odd and perused it_ :
:]i:,i ,hctehasked Venkatadri who 1?9 was, th%,t the latter replied that he was a Public
Works Department contractor, and that the Tahsildar passed over the credit order
book and the cheques to the Head Accountant. The Head Accountant adds that
Venkatadri looked highly respectable with a nice tweed coat, a valuable gold-fringed
upper cloth, and a Turkish cap, and that with the enquiries already made of the
pound gumastah and the lascar, coupled with the respectable appearance of the man,
he was satisfied and entertained no doubt abouf the person. In regard to the
examination of the Executive Engineer’s signature on the forged cheques, the Head
Accountant explains that though the signatures of the Executive Engineer affixed to
the several cheques issued by him were generally of the same form as the specimen
signature farnished to the treasury, slight differences in minor details were however
noticed, and that the signatures on the forged notes in question having exactly
resembled the signature on the genuine cheques, no suspicion was entertained in

regard to the forged cheques.

ound gumasta
fhat the Head Acco

* The genuine cheque No. 5.
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Head Accountant also states that
he asked the P.W.peon hoy he knew
the man and that the formexr replied
that the man was residing in Doy~

(& e
laishweram and#often seen in the
Eastern Division office. The Head
Accountant says that Re was after-
wards engaged in g ssuming charge,
that at about ! P,M.he and the
Acting Head Accountant resumed their
seats;that the Tahsildar then came
in from the 3ub Collector's office
and taking his seat by the same table
was giving certain instructions re-
garding jamabandi; that the office
reon then placed on the table the
Executive Engiﬁeer's credit order book,
‘ihe fOrged‘cheqngxgpr Rsﬂt;BOO and

odd and another;ihat Venkatadri also

came in and stood by the side of

;ﬁé Tahsildar's seat; that the Tah-
»;:11&3.1- took up the cheque for Rs, 1,800

aﬁd odd and perused it;that he askgd

V&nkatadri who he was;that the latter

replied that he was a D,P.W.contractor,
and that the Tahsildar passed over the

credit order book and the cheques

to the Head Accountant, The Head
Accountant adds that Venkatadri Xapzd
looked highly respectable with a

nice tweed coat,a valuable gold-
fringed uprer cloth,and a Turkish
and that with the enquiries

cap,

made of the Pound Gumastah
and

already
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and the lascar/cOupled with the res

pectable azprearance of the man he

was satisfied and entertained no
doubt about the person. In regard
to the examination of the Execnu-
tive Engineer's signature on the --
forged cheques, the Head Accountant
explains that though the signatureg
of the Executive Engineer affixed
to the éeVeral cheques issued by
him were generally of the same form
as the specimen signature furnished
to the Treasury, slight differences
in minor details were hovever ---
noticed,and that the signatures on
the forged netes in question --
having exactly resembled the signa-
ture on the genuine_cheques,no SUS -
ricion yas entertained in regard to
the forged cheques;
gT_ In the statement taken by .the
Sub Collector,the Head Accountant

states that the Tahsildar glanced

at the cheques,yhile in the expla-

nation furnished to the Treasury
Deputy Collector he sags that the

cheques vwere perused by the Tahsil-

dar, In other resrects, there ap-

rears to be no material difference

betveen the Head Accountant's expla
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nation and statement,

6. In the statement taken by the

Sub Collector from the' Pound Gu-
mustah Gattu Suranna,the latter -.

states s

~
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states that the Head Accountant
enquired about the delinquent only
after it was known that the cheques

in question had been forged,and com-

prletely denies any knowledge of the
Head Accountant having made enquiries
before the cheques had been cashed,
The Sub Collector howeyer remarks

L2

that from the demeanouf of the Pound

Gumustah there is no doubt he #s “*7
lying.

% .
T The Tahsildar in his report
dated 9th May 1897 states that he

X

saw two chegues No0s.d and 9 on the
Head Accountant's table;that he
casually touched them without pay-

ing any attention since he waS en-
gaged in talking about jamabandi

works; that he never spoke to Venkatadri
,and that Venkatadri did not stand
by his side. The Tahsildar hovever
admits that he saw the man., He also
states that as soon as the forgery

was brought to his notice he wired

~to the Executive Engineer as to the

genuineness of cheques Nos,8 and 9,

and that én hearing that they were

forged he proceeded at once to Doy-

laishyeram and found that the man
had absconded an hour before.

2 ¥ ’ 1
8, The Acting Head Accountant A,

Sashachellnm‘states that the Tahsildar

gimply touched the cheques and rlaced

XOne genuine and the other

false.
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them where they were without pay-

ing any attention to themythat --
Venkatadri did not stand byt hasas
side of the Tahsildar or the Head
Accountant,and that the Tahsildar
never questioned the man as to who
he was,

9. The Gollector in forwyarding
the above papers remarks that the
Sub Collector in his letter No.A
dated 6th May 1897 states that the
Tahsildar acted with the greatest —
rromptitude in communicating with
the Police and in himself going to
Dowlaishweram the moment he hazd
suspicion of a fraud having been
committed,

10, The notes yere storred at once
their numbers being knowyn, but it
has since been reported that of
the 24 currency notes obtained by
M,Dinadayalu Naidu(23 hundred .-
rupee notes and one fifty rupee
note) 22 notes have been cashed,
The value of these notes together
with the cash received by the in-
dividual in payment of the forged
cheques amounts to Rs, 2,218-183.5,
The two notes which have not yet
been cashed are of the value of~
RS, 100 each. The man has not yet
ﬁeen‘discovered and there is ap- 1

rarently little likelihood of the
recovery J
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recovery of the remaining Rs, 200,

It has now to be considered who is
responsible for the loss of Rs,
2,418-13-5,
3 s The Executive Engineer, Mr,
Handcock sent his cheque books in
to his Accountant by taprral, con-
taining cheques for salaries already
drawn by him,and blank cheques, for
the purpose of having
(1)the amounts of the cheques
previously drawn compared with
kxg amounts entered in the cash

book.

(2)the amount of the drawn cheques

for salaries sent in-the cheque
books entered in the cash book
and the cheques themselves des-
ratched to the payees.

(3)some further cheques drayn.
P.W.Code Vol,II,Chap.I,para 87

lays down that'cheque books mus

- be kept under lock and key in th

personal custody of the drawing
officer. Eut paras 93 and 94 of same
chapter say that it is not necessary
that a disbursing officer shall
write out cheques with his own hand,
and that Luhium_mmwi
safety, cheques may be required to

be %ritten up in the presence of

the draying officer. Mr, Handcock

therefore technically broke no rule

in

Al

et e e e

e
in sending his cheque|books to his

Accountant ;but His Excellency the
Governor in Council ohserves that
it is a matter of commom sense and
ordinary precaution that a blank
cheque book should be kert in care-
ful custody. If the Executive Engi-
neer had not neglected this ordi-
nary and necessary measure 0f ---
safety, the fraud would not have --
taken place,and the Government con-
siders that that officer is prima-
rily responsible for the loss,and
more to blame than any other of the
parties concerned. The Government
of India will be requested to ---
make the Code rule on the subject
more stringent,and to amend para 94
Chapter I, Vol,II as follows;-

"A11l cheques must be written up by :

the disbursing officer,or in his
presence'.

12. The Accountant,Fastern Delta
Divisjon Offjce. This man is res-

ponsible for the presence of the 4
forger in the Division office .

G.O0.No,201 W dated 24th January --
1885 prohibits the employment of -;
volunteers in iublic offices. Eut

in the present case the man was not
a volunteer. He ﬁad applied for a
clerical appointment on 24th April,
and pending the arrival of the ---

Executive Engineer from camp and
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a decision in the matter,he was given 1 o
. : ; have led to the immediate detection

copying work in office to test his ‘
/ | o of the forgery, for the eras
abilities,a common and a necessary ' ’f’w‘* o B
o 1 the figures is apparent at a glanca
procedure, provided it is not carrjed |
| ; The Head Accountant is however ---
too far. The man had apparently been : " ; |
: || dead,
in or about the office for 10 days ' |
‘ 00 After full consideration of
before he committed the forgery. Im ' |
B all the facts,His Excellency the

the light of this occurrence, the employ- J‘_,I’J bo ey W B
& j Governor in Council considers that
t of all strangers in puwblic offices | & W W”’AW .
f%(. 6¢&a.,6ult4%/ L/ Bur = PETTONT R O gy ; the case will be sufficiently met
for a longer period thdn is sufficient -Aﬁhh"? "4ﬁ4__—7ﬁ |
&%f%¢ ' o by directing the Executive “Fngineer

to test their fitness for employment “~4Lb‘y‘~) . |
mdid Al %“ : '» Mr,Handcock and the Ca,sh]_er to@
¥ b ohibited., The period skeid A&#—’1A*““') , Ly el
will ‘be pr X / ‘4 ,

|
contribute(’]l‘ a month's PAY ---
d sorking day of 8 hours, 5 g /[
not exc?e one v ing dajy : e /ﬂ s ‘-)~_ P
13 The Cashjer was guilty of
/7%4&»%6&40 am il AAVbédv);? { Government. The Examiner will --.
carelessness in leaving the cheque
’/4146104£p¢£'(' /%24“L,/nrruadz i therefore arrange to recover the
books on his table when he left ‘
‘ b : sum of Rs,425 from Mr,Handcock &.
/A c ¢ AN _gW‘. e 3 h‘tﬂ!ﬁﬁ: ‘h/’éf/ﬁ )

Rs. 18 from the Cashier, The est

A

towards the loss sustained D e e

the room,instead of locking them

up or taking them with him,more o g /7 : L
/4 ¢ { of the loss will be borne by A
especially as there was a stranger ‘ ' , :
B Government,

working at the same table,and he is 3

‘ (| 16, The question of j -i in-
much to blame. L N i ? rlababecn i,

{ v structions for the more careful =+

8 <

14, The Treasury Officgr. The ol {
A ‘ scrutiny of cheques in treasuries

o

officers connected with the dlsbursement
will be considered in the Financial

of the cheques ywere the Tazhsildar L
' L / Derartment,
nd the Head Accountant, The former 2
» ! The Suptg.Engr.I Circle,
i i3 . ' t Suptg. En .
cannJ{ be blamed,as all that he had , DAL REPREIETICAN S
: The Consulting Architect tq/Govt

R T Ty

Sl %
f y anminer,P.w.Accounts.j

E : for money which had td be paid f . | ’
. were ¥ . , . ,, Chief Engr, for Irrgn, J \L’/\f\b W
Revf,deprtt with 9 enclosuges LAO\\

at the Treasury. It was the Head ; .

duty t th h : % 4 original G, Os, ;

tant's duty to pass e cheques - |
b : s ] Financial Deptt,with 2 fOrg%d cheques ‘/éECA/ |
0 -

to do was,to see that the cheques N f e v suanpt.of works..Lighthousé Dn, :“'('

for payment after careful scrutiny, g - and 10 cashed cheques, for /geturn /? 4, ‘? b
) to the Accountant Genera]. :

i but the least care on his part would
have
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H.E.No, /Z%%zflﬂ;/ A/‘ April /198,

To
The Joint Secretary to the

Government of India,P.W.D,
Sirx,

I am directed to report that
in May 1897, the Executive Engineer
godavari Eastern Division,while in
camp, forwvarded to his Accountant at
head quarters,the divisional cheque
books containing drayn and undrawn
cheques in view to the amounts of
cheques previously drawn being com-
pared with the sums entered in the
ecash book,and to the gmount of the
drawn‘cheqnes being entered in the
cash book,and the cheques themselves
despatched to the payees. while the
divisional office cashier was engaged
in comparing the cheques with his
cash book,he was called away from
his table to consult the gecountant,
aﬁd during his temporary absence,

two blank cheques from one book

and one from another were abstracted

by an individual whe—bad hess—ourSi ”’;L%&4UL g j ? i
P N b“
2 Joei - is al - 7 g

offieee Two of the cheques were filled
in by P, Venkatadri Naidu for sums
aggregating RS, 2,418-13-5 in favour

of Dinadayalu Naidujthe signature

of the Executive Engineer Mr.Handcock
was forged, and payment of the cheques

<as obtained at theRajahmundry treasury
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by

not since been apprehended, The
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weram,
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Personal cust
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icer, but pgras 93 and 94
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necessary ths
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ired to

be wrj
written Up in the brese
3 Sence of

* the dr3Wing

offji f
flcer.Phe Executive

g s V th

;y
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Of

3.. This g
Government has dealt
with

all points
COnnected
with the ¢
are -

lessness
0f the officers conce
Ko rned
with the loss of Governm £
en

t
he forger, who absconded, and has

Sh-
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Chap.I,Vol.II of the

cers for any

that pare 94,
Code may be made more stringent by

‘agmending it 28 follows: -
wpA1l cheques must be written up

by the disbursing officer or in his

presence".
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THE HON'BLE

THE HON'BLE

S ————t—— ey
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0. No..5)

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR.

DEPARTMENT,

SUBJECT-

Sis HENRY BLISS, K.C.I.E. .W.D.cheques forged anc

MR GROSEy O'/'E' L

FOR ORDERS.

Flag A,

his application for a clerk's post

4 07 E
June 1897, the Superintendinge Fne
|l ne 3 1
| neer I Circle brought to notice tl}
7] = ' - ! : : : Ao
{ 2t g i W *q,ri' "‘&ﬂl b . i, pa e 144 :
: ~ OOl ia -J’.ITjr‘:r‘«'LL 3 J’l.’ e
ate name + Venkatanri
cn ri
\
5 2t
" ﬂ" oy, Y, 11\"4. AU was admi] 2Q noo
; - g BG B 274 B e R
: ‘ | L
|
: e | ySlern Li1vision n May 827 ancd
(» v 1 f.i‘\;, Ay sy | ] iy .
Vv \ R n i) ‘
| ¥4
2 o 4
s ; v1lowed Lo or b the clerical an
C1 Y L
! . | ot I
) Aty
At V ‘ ‘
by acecounts 1 "y n o ¥
| accounts branches pending disposal of
£ L Sa

y ~ rnoe A 4 N
; Z 0% - O = - irom e FXeg-
£ ’ .
e i ;
] utive cingc. camgp cheque bools
|
oniLaxining I G
‘ (VL " g AL LVILIA UunNaArawn C}’ \'\( S
that whi h S ]
' while he was maling entrices of
B ey g heques J Lh
ynn cheques in the cash book he
N - o
obliged ©O g6 Lo the Accounuant
speak Lo him f¢r a few minutes -

caving the

cheque bools on the tabhlg



‘ : y v
5th May he presentedl the two cheques M W

_and obtaincd payment of Ks.2,400 in Hef” ~

T s T T —

T T =
ST o
I' Kl\
Freasury cheque books two blank -- . i .
chcques Nos.28 and 29 and another | -

blanl cheque from the Bhadrachalam |

Freasury cheque bool;that he erased

" £ s PR SR W

the figure 2 in the two cheques on o

the Rajahmundry Treasury and drew i

W
[ “12/—~ /L_LeuA~4*_. ber

Naidu for sums aggregating Rs. 2, 4:18 ( ¢ X % 7 E
‘5 atea &A-_JZ\
M [ g v w

Handecocl the Executive Enginecr and WM L 17/7/;,) k2
| '

dating them 4th May 1897;that on the ke

them in favour of one Dinadayalu

-13-5 forging thc signature of Mr,

~ D /
to the [reasury officcr Rajahmundry i o 4§ (o= txal L
currency notes of Rs, 100 each and Rs.
18-3-5 in cash representing that he

was the man in whose name the cheque

“aa

covered on the same day when a gcnulnw %= ég M

were drawn;that the forgery was J,S— ; 7 W M -

cheque No. 10 da

presented at the [reasury for pay- | 4 iy e . Wi, /4\“-'-'--.._,_‘

appearcd,uhan the case was alt once %) 7 n:/%‘

reported to the Police,and that the
Collector offcred a reward of Rs.zoo 23'7
for the arrest of the culprit. The

blanl cheque abstracted by the man

from the Bhadrachalam ['reasury chequcgm)—w) 4‘%‘
bool was found,after he had disappea ;3;21‘“3

in the pociet of his coat left in hisl;7§““~‘-44

lodgings. |
Ihe 1% D St < T W) R
i ~

ted 3rd May 1897 was | W L‘\_
, '

o0y

Bif‘v»44- s c,a4~1x ﬁr‘ Fac)
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4. [he Superintending Fngincer

‘considered that the man should not
- have bebh allowed to worl in the

‘office being an unpaid man;that the

-

cashier should not have left the

cheque books on his table during

':’-—:j,(, PR AR 0 FO DL SR B o T ‘the FXeoutive --

anineer-should have«sent to the
office the drawn cheques e&ly and
not the whole bools,and thatfthed.

Ragahmundry Pxeasury of:ieer was

nov tree from blama as he emshed_

cheques containing erasurcs and as

*

'afscrutihy‘of”thé Eieéﬁiive.gngig

neer's signature which was net easy

letter No.2150 dated 14th July 1897

roported that the talul Head Ac-
o A PR R LR

countant passed the“chequcs @ﬁ“thg;;

statements of the Pound Gumﬁsgagfij

2 P‘W.B.peon,that ]
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-

would have been detected ‘as the. --

spacc between ‘the words "Cheque No:™
and the actual figures was larger
than usual, that the plea urged that
he did nol suspect the genuinencss
of the cheques could not be accepbed
as it was’the duty of the Head Ac-
countant;an official relieved of
all maézsterial wdrh,to scrutinise
.every document presented .for pay-
ment,th§t careful scrutiny was spe-
cially necessary in this case as the
cheques were fbr large amounts and
thé payee was unknown to the Head
Accountant, that the imitacion of
Mz, Handcocl 's signature was not very
skilful, that the fact that il was
writted with the same ink as the
remaining portion of the cheque --
should have aroused suspicien, that
the Head Accountant should have --
detected the forgeries,and that
the Sub Treasury officer was not
entireli free from blame. [he Ac-
countant General also forwarded the
two forged cheques fof inspection,
et E:Tin accordance witp the re-
marks of the Hon,Members on the
note for orders d/22nd July 1897,
the explanations of the lahsildar
and the Head Accountant have been

obtained

I X

e
v

Flag C,

® A o o R

obtained and the papers on the sub-

ject in the Revenue Department have

beon added to the file.Also genuine

cheques Nos.1 to 8 & 10 & 11 of the
- S

same boolk have becn obtmineELj

&4 The Head Accountant explains

that he was on privilege leave up

to the .4th May, that both he and the

Acting Head Accountant went to the

‘office at 11 A.M.on the 3th idem,

when they found Venlkatadri seated
On-3 hox insidevthe office, that the
latter, on bcihg &sied who he was
and what brought him, replied that

he was a P.W.D,contractor and ===

g LRy

»

brought cheques (ff}_r') be@n% cashed,
that the permanent Head Accountant |
called to his seat the office Qound
Gumustah a resident of Dowlaisﬂ—

weram and pointing outb Vcnl%}mdri

Naidu to him asled him if he knew %

that contractor, that the Pound Gu-
mustah rqplied that he knew the man
as a resident of Dowlaishweram havi‘y
busincss.in the Executive Fngineer's
oftice, that a .W.D,lascar of Bow-
lajishweram named Jungili who came

to the [reasury a 1itt1e while after
Co(; m:r:::&_] some remitltance was =--
asled if he lnew that cOntractor,

and that he replied in the affirma-

tive. The Head Accountant also --
states

e ermeee Y] TSR 20 LR



the

and

states that h
e asled the p
L |W. pcon

how he 1} {
. £new the man 11
5 and that
» the
former r i
eplied that t}
é the man wa
as
residing in D i -
1 owlaishwer
4 iweram and oft
‘en
seen in the East
astern Divisji
1 ision offj
ice.
P ] *
he Head Accountant says that h
i1t e
was ¢
afterwards engaged in assumj
g ing
charge, that af
» “hat at about 1 »
g ut 1 P, M, he and
“ anc

s a Head
3 (- Y
celingfAccountant resumed thei
r

seats, that the lahsildar then came
in from the Sub Collector's office
and taling his socat by the same table
was giving certain instructions re
garding jamabandi, that the office
peon then placed on the table the
FXecutive aninccr's credit order
bool, the forged cheque for Rs, 1
and oddeand anotzcr that s

s Yhat Venlkatadri *

RS 1 OO id y v T
'_8 &nd O(Ahl &nC‘. pcrhSCd 1. .h t

5 &
h £

the latter replied that he was a-
D.P.W.contractor,and that the lPahsildar
passed over the credit order bool and
the cheques tolthc Head Accountant,

The Head Accountant‘adds that Venla-
tadri looked highly respectable with

a nice tweed coat,a valuable gold

© .inged upper cloth,and a lur} ish

the -
nd that with the enquiries -

alrcady

X

fhe genuine cheque No, 5

S i e T L
> T ol
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He had

irmg -
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comparing sid
did so comparc,?a
a genuine cheque.

X

Flag E.

———

the opportunity ot
¢ by side, &

£8ged &

round Gumustah

alrecady maGe of the
and the lascar coupled with the --
ctable appearance of the man

respe
he was gatisfied and entertained no
doubt aboui the person. In regard

to the ecxamination of the Executive

's signature on the forged

Enginecer
cheques, the Head Accountant explairs
that though the signatures of the

Bh o the

Executive Fngineer aftixe
several cheques issued by him were

gencrally of the same form as the
specimen signature furnished to the
Prczs;ry,slight differences in --
minor details were however noticed,

and that the signatures on the .=~

forged notes in question having --
X " -

exactly resembled the slgnaturc on

* the genuine cheques noO guspicion

was entertained in regard to the --

forged chequcs.

5 <+ In Ahe statement talen by the

Sub Collector, the Head Accountant

atates that the fahsildar g;anggd
while in the expla-

at the cheques,

nation furnished to the [reasury

Deputy Gollector he says‘that the

cheques were perusecd by the lahsil-

dar. In other respects, there ap-

pears bo be no material difference

betwecn the Heat Accountant's ex-

planation and statement,

In




b In the statement taken by the Flag 7

Sub Collector from the Pound Gu. )

mustah Gattu- Suranna, the latter

states that the Head Accountant -._
;’%A e ]
enquired of>thc delinquent only

was known that the cheques
in question had been forged,and
completely denies any anWicdgc of
the Head Accountant having made
enquiries before the cheques had
been cashed.  The Sub Collector how-
demea -

ever remarlks that from the

nour of the .Pound Gumustah there

is no doubt he is lying.

/7' The Tahsildar in his report 4/

9th May 1897 states that he saw two Flag G,

X X s : : .
cheques Nos.5 and 9 on the Head Ac- Une genuine & the other false.
countant's ‘table, that he casually
touched them without paying any

attention since he was engaged in

talking about

[Eh%jjamabandi worlks,
that he never spoke to Vonlatmdfi,
and that Vpnlatmdri aid not stand
by his side. The lahsildar however
édmits that he saw the man, He also
states that as soon as the forgery

was brought to his notice he wired

Bee WO

to the Executive Engineecr(abou® the
genuineness of cheques Nos.8 and 9,
and that on hearing that they were
forged he procccded al once Lo

Dowlaishweram and found thatl the.

man
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DY . Y Ast” their numbers being lknown, but iuA
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man had absconded an hour before,

9#

Seshachellum states that the lahsil-

f'he Acting Head Accountant A,

dar simply touched the cheques and
plzced them where they WGrc without
paying any atlention to them, that
Venkatadri did not stang by the --
\
side of the lahsildar or “he Head
Accountant,and that the fahsildar
never questioned the man as te who

he wa s,
ﬁ}.

the above papers remaris Lhat the

'ne Collector in forwarding

3ub Collector in his letter No.A

: r ' oy
d/6th May J.897§(Copy ot furnished) /

states that the [lahsildar acted ~-
with the greatest promptitude in
communicating with the Police anfd
in himself going to Dowlaishweram
the moment he had suspicion of a
fraud having been committed,

-

£, 'he notes were stopred at once

Yzil be secn from para 6 of the --
Collector's letter No, 1645 dated
7th Jyly 1897 recorded with GONo,
8829 Mis.Revenue dated 28rd July

1897 that 13 of them were cashed

‘before that date, 12 at Madras and 1

8t BombaYL]Phe man has not yet been

discovered and there is apparently

little

g




1ittle 1ilclihood'of the recovery ﬁf(

Lpf any portion of the proceeas of

the forgery though the rchaining

11 notes may never be cashed It has
now to_be considered who i

res=
ponsible for the loss of Rs.zijs-zs,ﬁ

') The EXecutive Fngincer., Mr.

Handcock sent his cheque bools in

—

+0 his accountant by tappal, contain-

——

,2‘_ s B o i

e P —

jng cheducs for salaries alrecady drawn

by him,and blanl cheques, for the pur-

. posec of having

* (1)the amounts of thc‘chcqucs
previously drawn comparcd with
amounts entered in the cash bool
(2)the amount of the drawn --
cheques for salarics sent in
the cheque books cntered in the
cash bool and thé cheques them-
sclves despatched to the payces.
(8) Some further cheques drawn,

N—_——

Li;dc statement of cashicglj

P.W. Code Voi.II,Chap.I,Fara 87
lays down that cheque bodls must be
Lept under locl and key in the per-
gonal custody of the drawing officer.
But raras 93 and 94 of same chapter
say that it is not necessary that

/

a disbursing officer shall write out

cheques with his own hand,and that

for safely,

th hi necessary,

cheques may be required to be written

up in the prescncc of the dfﬂaWing

(Ihe origin of these 2
paras

officerT.

Flag O,

|

.
{
.

T —

paras will be found in G.0.No.172 W
dated 21st January 3.89'671@':.&111(1-
—

cocl therefore broke no rule in --
sending his cheque bools Lo his ac-
countant,one of the objecis being
to have cheques wrilten up,and it
is a procedure not un{rc vently =--
resorted Lo when.0£fiCCrs are in
camp,and il is desired. to prevent
mistalkes in the cash boolk by com-
paring it with cheque books. It may
be necessary Lo amend the rule,but
p T as it stands,it is considered that
‘Mr.Handcocl has committed no culpa-

ble aci,and cannot therefore be
4 \‘_‘

held responsible for the results, s

/2 - I'he accountant,Fastern Delta

17 sl ﬂ:ﬁn%h;“7?ﬂ~ werddy 64  Division offfce. This man is res-

. m...m;,«,

"ﬁ«-' Uas B

‘Flag' L.

e B “ﬂiulb ﬂa:nluwu1

7%9.: ) f)?U ponsible for the presence of the

’ forger in the Division office. G.O.

Y No. 201 W d/24th January 1885 prohi-

- i
. W'*‘j i atiat i L £ bits the cmployment of volunteers.

o T s oy e

in public offices. But in the prcscwt'
case the man was not a volunteer. He
had applied for a clerical appoint-
ment on 24th April,and pending the
arrival of the Executive Fngineer

VX1
from camp and a deecision in the --
matter,he was given copying work
in office to test his abilities,a

common and a necessary procedure,

provided

SN AR e e s R T e — - -



provided it is not éarricd too far,
The man had 1pparcptly been in or

about the office for 10 days before
he committed the forgery. In

of this oqcurrcncclgt may be well. to

issuc orders Prohibiting hhc employ -
/

ment of all strangers in Public offji-

ces for g longer period than is suffi-

cient to test their tltncss for em-
L% “/ .2,1»*—

ployman Under cxiatlng rules Lbc

accountant cannot be held responsj-

ble;:j

%8

Larop
have beég)guilty of careclessness in
3 A

Cashi 8 considered to

leaving the cheque books on his'
table when he left the room, instead
of locling thgm up or taking them
with him, more eéspecially as there

was a strmngcr Wworking at the same
W Vet (5 Bl pinet |

tablegxii is é clerl IV Class 2nad

grade on Rs, 30 to Rs. 40,and is draw-

ing Rs.36 at present,

is thought, be pﬁnishcd by reducing

He should, jt

him for 6 months to the minimum pay

of his grade,viz,Rs.SOZ:Y

Ihe Treasury Officer, The offi-

[¢ -

cers connected with the disbursement

of the cheques were the fahsildar

|

the light.

IR & %‘*’“}A sy
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|
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and the Head Accountant( The former |

only glanced at them apparently,a = P (71; 7

it may not have been his duty to x“ M ’
N Y 4

do even that. It was the Head -- ° Kv o

. Accountant's

Flag F,.
Flag J /
X Lt P
N ]
ik Yo
. r»‘/'-”f“( ¥
Er? . B
il
r“ p
Flag E,

Accountant's auty to Pass them fop
payment after-carefu] scrutinz,and
this serutiny he Says he gave.

Phé Sub Collector exoneraged
him completely from blame, The Col-
lector says 'T am of opinion he ecan
hardly be blamed! pyut nNeither of
thaC officers ean have zeen and
compared a genulne and Onig ot the
forged chequos or they could not
possibly'have c¢ome to thig extra -
ordinary decision,

Genuine cheques Nos.1 to g g
10 & 11 are noy ‘before Government
and the two forged chequeé,and a,
careful examination of

them is re-

quested. Genuine Cheques Nos.4,5,6,

s 19 were all cashed on the Sama

“ay as the forggd chcqueg,and No. 5
at the same time, ey are all evi-
dently drawn by the same person and
signed by the Same person. Now look
al genuine cheque No, 5 and forged
cheque No. 9, both of whiech the fah-
Sildar'glanceq at',’touched"perused:
according to different accountsyand
both of which lay side by side be-
fore the Head Accoﬁntant and were

by him,

'examined!

Note
(1) I'ne difference in L ey

writing,

(2)



s

(2) 'he difference in the inlk.

(3) Mhe most palpable erasure of
a figure before the 9.

(4) Ihe strong rescmblance of

the writing of. the limiting --
value of the cheque (under rupecs
ete.) to that of the cndorse-
ant on the hacl of the cheque.
(3) [he fact that the man pre-
sevn't-ing; the cheque was a com-
plete stranger.

(6) Ihe fact that the cheque was
for a large sum,

(7) Phc'fmct that forged checque
No.sud was presented by the --

A

same man half an hour after --
cheque No.9 had been paid.

(8) Ine probability that if in-
quiry was madc/it would be proved
that 2.W.D.cheques,certainly
those for large amounis,arc paid
year after year,ap the Ireasury
to the same men,local contraét-
ors well known to everybody.
(9)The fact that in spite of
the man being a stranger and
the cheques for large amounts
the Heﬁd Accountant contented
himself with the most meagre --
jnquiry concerning him,

Note all these facts and

then say if it is possible for an

impartial

x he means 'cheques'.

d,but so far from this being the casg, ‘

impartial mind to agree with the

Collector and Sub Collector that no

blame can attach- to the Head Ac-

oy
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