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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.

Reap—the following papers :—

Fr <l D i
omls.{ J‘Mggqggé . Esq., to His Excellency the Governor of Madras, dated

With reference to my recent interview with you in Ma y i
pr:omlsed that the rgquirements of this district fox}: proper tl(limgzhggmﬁ)::nkmgly
with the B’dadura plains would be met by the construction of a cart road fro m]ijl:’,w'n
néyakkanur to the point below the ghit to which, as already explained, we in: e
bring an aerial ropeway, you will be interested to hear that excellent o i
been made with the road which will connect Manaar (the centre of thIis b
with the point at the top of the ghit from which the ropeway will start V\Pmlfe )
only commenced on this road on 18th December last, and we expee;; to ﬁr b
difficulty in completing about 13 miles from Manaar before the burst of th e
west monsoon. Tht_a remainder of the road, which will be about 7 milé ? so:‘"h-
through a comparatively dry country, and we shall be able to proceed wi?:’h M
expect, at any season of the year. As regards the ropeway itself, we ha vy
Alexander Robertson (who, as Government Road Tracing officer, you ’may ren‘;e %r'
traced very many miles of important roads in Ceylon) at present surveying ane:llt 8
native route to the one originally proposed, and we believe this new rou?e will el:-
much more suitable and less expensive than the original one. The surve wi}l be
completed very shortly, and there is no doubt we shall have everything inyread' %
.to commence the actual erection of the plant by the end of the coming monsoen me;;s
is evident, however, that if a cart road is not completed to the point from which »
have to commence our ropeway before we proceed with the erection of the plant -
difficulties will be enormously increased, and the cost of transport of the plant "t: ule-
and oIf the ;n;.tenais r%q?il.re;l i!ll‘ 1({mnuection with it will be very heavy. Ay

1 went down to Bodiniyakkamir last Friday to meet Mr. Underw istri
Engineer, Madura, who informed ‘me he had co);ne to inspect the B()di?xoédy:alﬁfzt]g:t
Mettu pack-animal route. I explained to him that, although this pack-animal routf-a
must be kept up, the proper communication with the Madura plains, and that
!n-gently rqqmred by this district, was the one which we are now at, Work on mos;
informed hlm that I querstood the cart road above referred to was to be und i ltn
by the British authorities at an early date. Mr. Underwood kindly con:egf?i ‘in
come up here and to return »¢d the Kundéle-Kotagudi route, so that he we led b0
able to submit a report on the country the %art road would pass through md ita
probable cost. We have explained matters fully to him and he le-xgves art1 d]ts
accompanied by one of our engineers to inspect this route. Mr Und«:rwo io.'a
knows the country round here, says he could put in the cart road trace in O(b’ -y
month or at the outside 1n six weeks ; and if this can be arranged, we e;h-xll %e"ut &
pleased to lend the services of Mr. Robertson to assist in the work as ﬂom‘x as h vfr
completed-tbe survey of the ropeway. This would ensure a prl)p(’)r tr;me bein ? l: 'l?
out in the shortest possible time, and if coustruction work were rapidly ushed il
road should be completed at a very early dafe. i

a

i

No. 1128 W., 5ta May 1898. 3

M’4MWM

e

RIS R IAIT S
R

9. The question of the road between Periyakulam and Bédindyakkantr has still to
be considered as it forms an important link in oar communication with the railway at
Ammayanéyakkamir, but I understand you to kindly say that this road would be put
in order and the necessary bridges erected immediately.

nters’ Association was held here on the 26th

3. A meeting of the local Pla _ : :
ultimo, when resolutions were passed requesting Kinlay Muir & Co. to conduct all

correspondence regarding roads for this distriet with the British and Travancore
Governments, and [ enclose an extract from the minutes of the meeting as it may

interest you.
4. There is still one point I should like to bring to your notice, and that is the

condition of the village of Bodindyakkantr from a sanitary point of view. This
village is said to contain 18,000 inhabitants and, I am informed, the sanifation has
hitherto been attended to by a union. I have only a personal knowledge of the
village from having passed through it a few times, but what I do know is, that since
we have been connected with these hills, ¢.e , within the last three years, cholera has
been introduced here from BoOdingyakkantr three times. Fortunately no epidemic
has yet resulted ; but unless matters in this village are put on a better footing, we
must expect to have cholera-stricken persons coming up here from time to time, and
we cannot hope always to be able to keep the discase from spreading.

5. With best-thanks for your promised assistance, and apologising for trespass-
ing further on your time.

From the District Board Engineer, Madura, to the President, District Board,
Madura, dated 13th March 1898, R.C. No. 22V1.

With reference to your R.C. No. 403-G.D.B., dated 19th Januwiry 1898 —and
R.C. No. 1242, dated 17th January 1898, forwarding certain papers for carly remarks
(enclosures returned), I have the honour to state that I went from Dindigul to Batla-
gundu and from thence along road No. 36 and 38-A to Periyakulum, Theni and
Bédindyakkanir,and from thence to Manaar in the Travancore hills »éd the Devikolam
ghit and returned to Bédindyakkanir vid the Kotagudi ghit, and have the following
remarks to make :—

Road No. 36 from Ammayanéyakkandr to Batlagundu is in good order.
No. 36 from Batlagandu to Periyakulam is in fair order.

No. 38 from Periyaknlam to road 38—a junction—is in bad order.
., No. 38-A from junction to Bédindyakkantr is in very fair order.
Devikolam ghat— bottom half very bad, top half good.

I find that the planters at Devikolam and Manaar have, during the past two years
or 8o, planted over 5,090 acres in tea, and have large clearings made and ; I am not
exaggerating when I state that Messrs. Finlay Muir and others will have fully 10,000
acres in tea by next monsoon and a large acreage in coffee, and that money is flowing
like water in these hills, and that in 8 to 5 years considerably over 30,000 acres will
be planted in tea and coffee, if communications are opened. As Messrs. Finlay Muir
have alone over £1,000,000 to be spent there, and besides them numerous other
planters and companies with heaps of money are at work, I also state that a lot of
tea is soon coming into bearing, and that as plucking is then a necessity, that where
one cooly is employed now, two will be required in a year or so and ten in 3 to
5 years. The fact that two coolies will be required in another yearor so where one
is employed now, makes the matter of communications exceedingly urgent, as rice,
&ec., has to go up and down, and traffic will be doubled. Unless something is done
urgently as far as I can see, European capital being introduced in this country, and
which I believe the Government wish to be introduced, will not be given a fair chance
of giving a return and more capital may be prevented from flowing into the country.
The matter is of importance to the Government of Madras. The Resident has not
exaggerated figures, but, I am afraid, considerably underestimated that this district
will produce more tea than the Mewara Eliya district iu Cevlon, which is known, I
believe, to His Excellency the Governor ; and 1f this is a fact, which the planters aver,

the exceeding importance of the same aund communications will be at once apparant-to

(Government,

”
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I append a sketch plan of roads— T T < P S S

The full red line shows band i
_ Y roads maintai :
Th% full dotted red 'h‘ne shows bridle-paths 11:1(;? ]:Z,the District Board, Madura.
Madura, and the Travancore Government fained by the Distri ot B
:ﬁ;e Eiue ;ule s;uiyvs cakft road and tmmway'being d it
e blue dotted line shows bridle- Tade b
The green line is a proposed roag. gk planters. ik

All supplies now go from Amma ;

A plies ' yandyakka :

36, 3% and 38-A in bandies along cart roads. : At Bndltllin:i;aflfgl i) Sckantir, vid roads
nur, th

are transferred to pack animals and coo . " i
Manaar from 30 to 36 miles by bridle-pathsls;ngesa;lblgais ml]d taken to%g:eiskﬁg it
groups of estates. The bridle-paths and ghat arg :létédlstnbutedtothe di'ﬁne:en (:
strings of these pack apxmals going either way ané it is mes, almost blocked w'rh

impossible to carry sufficient food, &c., along this bridle-path *» ddlﬂicult and gt ﬁ,;
so pushed by imability to feed coolies (that they have I;xad :u] the planters have beeea
the plaius tor want of food) and also know that the WmO’send down hundregs t:
increased number of coolies they will require for plu{:kin & oy
will probably not be able to plant the 5,000 acres or so ofgf =
that they are constructing a pucka road about 20 miles lo o1
country from.Manaar to the top of the Kotagudi ghit a.x;llght
sections of this road and down the Kotagudi ghit have co:jsnr

which they must at least spend very mnearly £1,000 including supervisi

th1§ bridle-path and road are open (marked blue), they will relie\l-)é r:h]“ou' 'When
ghit and road (marked dotted red) a little. But this will onl i)e of e N o
months as matters have gone ahead so rapidly that even these {wo bri(;]lSe g
roa_d will not be able to carry all the traffic in another year. The planters Doty
going to lay a StE‘fim tramway along the road from Mansar to top of hz‘?:e tl()ierefore
the h.otagudl ghit to Kotagudi from top of ghit a wire ropeway wl’xgich lt::it dow:n
be driven by water-power or steam and which with the tramway will reli er e
deadlock. ‘Un these 'and other communications, Mr. Davidson, the ver ’telue thp
Managef of Messrs. Finlay Muir’s estates, has, I understand, been authori%d tne:geuc
about atﬁU.QOO 5md I consider that any official would consider that these pl‘-mteo""vﬁen'd
and are doing inthe matter of spending money in communications all t‘hat l-b ak\)e
expected. 'Huwever, all this expenditure on their part will be of very little(‘a'n ile
unless the Government and local boards on this side do their fair share of the iwa' :
incumbent upon them in opening up a cart road from Bédindyakkantr to about "(tu tlﬁ

m{xles above Kotagudi and putting the line of roads from Bédingyakkautr to o gk
niyakkamirintoreally good orderand indoing something urgently to maintain ti ”bna" ol
2% miles of the Devikolam ghit in better order, to tegnp(?rurily reduce tl l]'?fi Aty
of trunsport. The measures which should be adopted in my opinion are :xi (fl ll'cuvltm's
these big capitalists are to continue opening up largely and benefiting theo. ey
otherwise as far as I can see their opening up of thousands of acres will be rwtu -I'lt ’
and .Wher.e employment wlll probably be given in a few years to 15,000 toeszlolc(}ed
coolies with good communications, only 5,000 or so can be employed u’nlegs St il'OO
is done and the planting industry on the hills strangled. (fornmuui(='u;"( O e
side are essential. The Iravancore Government will also have to o ”'; u Aghgliizas
outlet at a'large cost and that matter, it is evident to myself, 18 most upf e tpla “festcx-n
be dealt with by me. I hear, however, that the Travancor:: Gove: }ﬁ g i
sPeDdI tfrym 8.30 10 lf;lkbs of rupees on roads, riinent may have to

is evident that under the sys al T

Madras Presidency by which half the lgntde};xo(f)‘f {;x(x)gd'l S e raised . in the
rents bas to be spent on roads in each district th:’:]?l? ull the rupee plus all the to]]-
by this heavy planting in Travancore and that t,h ° ocal boards do not benefit
roads or by contributions from the planters, and t P)tr f}'an‘ only '}‘)euvﬁt by toll-gates on
that the tax-payers of this district have a riv’htt l'a therefore if roads are to be made
them in this matter and my suggestio g1t to expect that the Government will asciat
finances of the local board ggestions are made accordingly, a8 T am cepta; .
¢! irds are madequate to do all that is nace. am certain the
t erefore pmpnse thﬂt the (lﬁti 1dt 18 nece:

' rope mate for Rs. 384 be
triet board to maintain four permanent coolies on tﬁv b:)Lt

» 10 & short time and
t land already felled,
hrough very difficult
ave already cut large
ucted a bridle-path on

Ssarv.
at m;(-c :f:mctium'd by the dis.
tom 2 miles of the Devikolam
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i ion 1 bad and only coolies permanently working can keep
ghit road as this portion 1s very bac ' S o g i
it i hat in addition Rs. 500 be given as hitherto to the Honorary Secretaiy,
itip ogiereed ok top miles of ghdt, this will, in a

ors’ Assuciation, to do necessary work on the this v
11:11(::;:1:-9, relieve the’congestion of tratlic slightly, as the bottom 2 miles is nearly

: e, with the heavy pack traffic which has cut up the road surface which 1s
f;g;s:ﬁil hard to maintnifx. d An indent for tools for the use of ghit coolies is also
sent, [Funds required from 1st April 1898. ;

Road No. 38-A is in very fair order, there are se eral holes on the first 3
miles of road, but I learn from the planters, that they are satisfied with this road
line, the allotment has becn hitherto Rs. 800, Tle board have budgeted Rs. 3,000
for next year and this will be sufficient to make this road all right, z.e., the board h:.we
raised the grant from 800 to 1,600 and given a special of 1,400 or ave spending
Rs. 2,200 in extra grants on this road. The annual grant must be 1,600 permanently.
In addition, a small culvert is required at the 5th mile Tth furlong to keep the approach
of river-crossing being scoured and a small special for this is called for which will be
sent in later. : .

Road No. 38 from junction to Periyakulam js the road complained of, and this
road has been bid ever since I knew it, many miles are only clay with a little metal
here and there, the allotment is utterly inadequate now and it is the board’s .busmess
to make this into a first-class road. I discussed the matter with Mr. Twigg, late
President, District Board, and as a preliminary matter, as he knew the road required
metalling, he gave Rs. 2,000 as a special, understanding that I would personally
inspect and report. He also knew that the road had become more important during
the past two years and gave an increased grant raising allotment from Rs. 1560 a mile to
Rs. 200 for first 10 miles. The road is, however, 11 miles 4 furlongs, and so I have
justructed the maintenance estimates to be prepared at Rs. 200 a mile for 11 miles
4 farlongs instead of 10 miles, and now report that [ have, both going and returning
down the valley, inspected this section furlong per furlong and submit herewith an
estimate for Rs. 7,600 for bringing this section into decent order and 1o request

sanction of same at a very early date, in addition to the maintenance estirgatde az
udge

Rs. 200 a mile whieh will follow ; Rs. 2,000 of the Rs. 7,600 may be met from the

ecial of Rs. 2,000 leaving Rs. 5,600 additional required from any source. 1 have
further to state that the road has been bad ever since I knew it and is much the same
now as three years ago, and that I have gone very carefully 10to the matter and
know that anything less than what I have asked, cannot bring the road into decent
order. The maintenance must be permanently Rs. 200 a mile. The Theniar river
approaches are a soft stone, orders are given to keep these cut from time to relieve
traffic. The river seldom rises for more than two or three hours and traffic is never

iously blocked there. : b
v Hozvever on road No. 38 a tunnel 6' X 5’ is required at the'5t,h)mlle 8th furlong
where the road crosses a small channel and where the ground is very soft and diffi-

culties occur to bandies such as breaking axles, &e. A small special will be sent for

this ; and at the 5th mile 8th furlong there is a very nasty crossing which requires a

eulvert of 5 or 6 vents of ¢/, but for this investigation of discharges are required and

when these are complete an estimate will be prepared and submitted.

The above is all that is required for road No. 38. Regarding road No. 36, I also
examined this road from Periyakulam to Bnthguqdu furlong by furlong, the board
have, in addition to the maintenance, given a special of Rs. 1,600. My estimate is
under preparation according to the requirements of each furlong and may be a little
more than the grant, which I trust will be sanctioned. The above is all that I propose

that the board should do and is I hope within their means—

A et

RS.
Ie., additional grants—Devikolam ghat ... 384 (1)
Road No. 38-A—extra allotment

Rs. 800, special cstimate Rs. 1,400 ... 2,200 (2)
Road No. 38, extra allotment 11} miles
gt Ba. 60 = i 575 (3)
Road No. 38, special .. ... %20 T,000 14)
Do. 36, special, about ... L1500 (5)

Tot&l (113 12’559 4
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sublet it at the sam

rofit ont of the contract and w0u1d.
aking the roposal being that as we have representa-
work completed promptly, we feel sure

have no wish o make any P

might be givent to us, our only reason for m

tives on the spot and as it is to our interest to buve the

we could get the road constructed more :;lmcl_tly than any one else. ! :
We shall be much obliged if you will give our proposals your best consideration and shall be

glad to know 88 early 88 possible what is decided. :

al Department, dated 18th April 1898, No. 933.

m the Chief Secretary, Financi
' dated 18th April 1898.

-note f
gﬁ:;:;; fr;gs the President, District Board, Madras,
From the President, District Board, Madura, to the Chief Engine
ment, Public Works Department, ted 18th April 1898, R. C.
As stated in my telegram sent this day, I have the honour to forward herewith
&’s Resolution, No. 18, dated 18th April 1898, on the subject.

er to Govern-
No. 208 G-

Kota pieted our sury
gudi ghat ey for a
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e are most la.u xiu)u-;q tj Resoluﬁo"-"The District Board resolves to put the road as far as Bodindyakkantir into geod
-l - order 88 far 88 their funds permit.
From M a majority of 10 to 7, the District Board resolves that the oxtension of the road from
essrs. FINLAY Excrosy - hvakkantr t0 Kotagudi is desirable, and that one-fourth of the cost of the new road may be
MUIR & ¢ URE, BodinyakEar - g : .
i 5 ;{ Co., Caleyg met from District Funds. Tt regrets that i cannot give any further assistance for financial
ith r f, ated G atta, to reasons:
gonh vaznec'::)% [f: t(ixeﬁu i 5 aleutta, ¢ Apg’lel ;:;‘émident District B ?; the event of the new road being made the present allotment for the Devikolam ghat will
ravancore Land Plan com « : : et Board, Mad ‘ : wi.
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Mr. Underwood “‘.1]1’ we think it u:n;p”“ on th:r'chM' : Unde:v::,l;d“’ say that o sh:l;"{m g Note by the Chief Engineer, Public, Worlks Department
ropeway from the bou:ldl 10 doubt haye ;mrf to acoOHi‘I‘;?%r of the oo ontly paid a visit e ith reference 0 Mr. Muir’s letter to His Excellency the Governor, dated 1st
f;’” 1;;0 a poinut soma 2} ":1'.;'] of our proper:;: O'tmed you that 1y our remnrf;t;‘lft;:"d the present & March 1898, copy of which is attached, I met Mr. querwood, District Board Engi-
~ n comploted, and wae::bove the vi'llnge ﬁ}a"jimed ¥ ;{e intend o ¢ any plan. b | peer of Madurs, at Madura on 17th instant, and obtamfad the following information
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08t urgent necessity f Odindvakk 1t 18 to be 1t gets th ur some time abo W d order.
with or t Yakkanf @ or @ e about i pod OT 3 o k
Bédi;:‘é:z{kanﬁ,ﬂab e timehgeio;nuslotlon of tl:isor;:; termi:ﬁ?gf OWG un:ieo::a:rdo "tn‘(.t e ‘fﬁ 2 ; 3k o R P gl i e iy
) with our ropews » 48 with our rope it is intend e .P ’ akulam-
propert Y erected « out way, - 3 near Periy : B 4
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3. He proposes to
the above roads into good order and_also to obtain money fo
sary culverts. ood dea) of this proposed expenditure is already budgeted for, and
Mr. Underwood thinks the district board i8 certain to provide the remaining funds.
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No. 1128 W., 5ra May 1898.

O

t Board Engineer’s report “o the
&c., which will be found ¢/mong
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10. I invite attention to the copy of the Distric
Collector of the district on the subject of these roads,

the papers. 1t will repay perusal.
W. B. peWINTON,

(Signed)
Acg. Chief Engineer.

91st March 1898.

Orpee—No. 1128 W., dated 5th May 1898.

ate to the present condition of the line of communica-

The papers read above rel
tion between the Anamalais and the South Indian Railway in the Madura district.

9. The Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, is of opinion that the district
board may be safely left to do all that is needful with regard to the existing roads,
and that to make the link complete, a new road should be constructed between
Bédindyakkantir and the foot of Messrs. Finlay Muir and Co.’s proposed aerial ropeway
at Kotagudi. The district board agrees to pay one-fourth of the cost of this road.
If the planters will contribute as much, His Excellency the Goveruor in Council will
be prepared to provide the balance from Provincial funds. Meanwhile, an officer will
be selected by the Chief Engineer to survey .the proposed road and to prepare the
necessary plans and estimates.

3. The question of the insanitary condition of Bédindy
in paragraph 4 of Mr. Muir’s letter, dated 1st March 18953,
Local and Municipal Department.

akkantr brought to notice
will be considered in the

(True Extract.)

W. B. peWINTON,

(Signed)
Ag. Secretary to Government,

neer, Public Works Department,

. the Superintending Engineer, VI Circle.

: the Examiner, Public “{olgks Accounts. i T

¢ d Municipal Department, with an extrac .
ISl nisin P 4 of the note by Sir . W. Bliss.

,, Messrs. Finlay Muir and Co.

To the Chief Engi

Bxl. Shaik Karim.
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| With reference to Mr,Muir'!s --

letter to His HExcellency the Govern-
or datéd ist March iBQé,coPy Of «nw
which is attached,I met M, Underwood
District Board Engineer of Madura at
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Railway station to Batlagundu is in

good order, _
~DO - -do- from Batlagundu to --

Periyakulam is in fair ofder; but is
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| Theni is in bad order and wants 2
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