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2 No. 926 I., 30t Novemser 1898,

sy

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Irrigation.
Account.

Reap—the following papers :—

From O. C. LEES, Esq., Under Secretary to the Government of India, Publie

(‘;Vorks Dep:rt?x&ntd(Clwll V}Ylgrl%’—lrrigation), to the Joint Secretary to the

‘overnment of Madras, Public Works Department, Irricati dated
Simla, 25th August 1898, No. 437 CW.L 1 grtion Branch, da

With reference to the Proceedings of the Government of Madras in the Public
Works Department, No. 537 I, dated the 18th July 1898, I am directed to communi-

cate the sanction of the Government of India to the schedule amounting to Rs. 82,100

of the further outlay required to be incurred on the Buckingham (anal, and to request
that a date may be named for the completion of the works in accordance with Public
Works Department. Code, Volume II, Chapter IX, paragraph I[—VI.

2. The Government of India desire, however, to b furnished with the views of
the Local Government as to the financial prospect,s of the projecte?o‘gethéf:with' details
of the revenue chargeg since the work was opened, ‘and also with any remarks in regard
to the revenue receipts, of which details have been given in Chapter XI1IT of the
History of the Buckingham Canal by Mr. A. 8. Russell, that may be necessary in a
consideration of the general prospects of the canal ;

The sanction accorded in paragraph 1 has been registered as No. 7 I. of 1898-99.
No. 284 1.
Note by the Chief Engineer Jor Irrigation.

With reference to the concluding portion of paragraph 1 of the Government of
India letter, it is observed that in paragraph 4 (2) of the note by the Chief Engineer
for Irrigation embodied in Proceedings of Madras Government, No. 537 L., dated 18th
July 1898, it was noted that the sanction to the statement of incomplete works should

- remain current up to the 31st March 1900, which is the probable date of completion

of the works.

2. With reference to the second paragraph of the Government of India letter, it
is observed that the financial prospects of the Buckingham Canal are intimately bound
up with the navigation on the Kistna and Gdddvari systems of canals with which
it is connected and with the Navigation rules which govern the management of the
whole system of canals. These rules were revised early in the current year and are
dealt with in Proceedings of Madras Government, No. 319 1., dated 18th April 1898
which embody a note on the subject and diagrgtms showing navigation receipts ami
charges, ton mileage and tonnage of goods carried on these canals from 1880-81 up
to 1896-97. A copy of these Proceedings might be forwarded to the Government of
India. A separate statement and a diagram contrasting receipts and charges of the
Buckingham Canal up to the end of 1897-98 have now been prepared and are ap-
pended to this note. The Exammeg' of Public Works Accounts reports that it is not
possible now to furnish details required from the date the canal was opened, as most
of the old records have been destroyed. The statement furnisheg particular,s for the
period since 1379-80, asregards receipts and for expenditure since 1866-67.

No. 926 1., 30re NovemBer 1898. 3

8. These show that the receipts have risen steadily from 1884—8.5 to 1896-97,
but that there has been a fall in the last year 1897-98. An examination of the
tonnage of goods carried shows that this falling off is mainly due to a reduction in the
amount of rice and other food-grains and salt carried. The falling off in the former
class of goods is due entirely to the unfavourable seasons, the exports from the deltas
of the Géddvari and Kistna being diverted to the Northern Circars and the Deccan.
The falling off in salt is due to the temporary stoppage of manufacture in the factories
that supply Madras on account of an over-stocking of the Madras depots in previous
years. It is not, however, to be anticipated that after the opening of the East Coast
Railway the canal will be as much used as hitherto, as all the coal and a great part
of the grain and salt traffic will undoubtedly be taken by the railway. It may be
that, in course of time, there will be a large development of traffic more suited to the
canal. A temporary falling off in traffic must be considered probable as the canal
has no branches like the Gdéd4dvari and Kistna canals, the traffic development on which
may compensate for the reduction of trafic on the lines competing with the railway.

4. This falling off in receipts has, however, been accompanied by a decrease in
the charges due to the completion of locks in the canal whereby a high level of water
can be locked in, in all reaches, and thus effecting economy in maintenance. It will
be observed that the charges during this last year 1897-98, viz., Rs. 83,651, are the
lowest yet reached since 1878-79 and Mr. Russell anticipates a still further decrease.
In pages 67 and 68 of his History, Mr. Russell estimates that the maintenance charges
will decrease to Rs. 53,000 in 1902 and that, after that, the annual charges should
average Rs. 50,000 and should not exceed Rs. 45,000 in an ordinary year and
Rs. 55,000 in a year of droughts or cyelones. These figures may be accepted as the
probable future maintenance charges. =They do not include the usual percentage for
establishment, &c., charges.

H. As regards the revenue receipts referred to in Chapter XIII of Mr. Russell’s
book, it is to be observed that it is by the ton mileage and not by the receipts that the
condition of traffic on any canal of the system is to be judged, boat owners being
allowed to take out licenses in the Gédavari, Kistna or at Madras as suits their
convenience,

- (Signed)  W. HUGHES,
5th November 1898. Chief Engineer for Irrigation.




No. 926 1., 30rs NoveMBER 1898. Ghin
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Orper—No. 926 1., dated 30th November 1898. : bk
Communicated to the officers concerned for information. i
9. The sanction aceorded by the Government of India is registered as No. 98 L.
of 1898-99. iy SLORE RS
3. The Government coneurs in the opinion expressed in paragraphs 3 and 4 of
the foregoing note by the Chief Engineer f:;r hngano:; . : o e
. Ordered that a co of these Proceedings, toget er with a copy of Proceedings
of M:draos Government, NgYSlO L., dated 18th Ap’ 1898, be forwarded to the Govern-
ment of India for information. ‘ i i :
[Here enter No. 927 L., dated 30th November 1898.] : ‘
‘ (True Extract.) i 3 o
Ledkoefrs Lol (Righed) W. HUGHES,
mAS RSN ) " Joint Secy. to Government,
] 7 ' Irrigation Branch.
: . or for Trrigation. =~
To :he gypgf;nsm.” Engineer, V Circle
" Examiner_of Publ Works Accounts. 3t
Ennomum\-—No 927 'f[,, dated 30th November 1898. 5
; Forwarded.
? . (By order.)
wdeid (Signed) ~ W. HUGHES, 2
A S Joint Secy. to Government,
i Irrigation Br_agch.
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BACK PAPERS.

No. * Date.

Noe 487 C W1,

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

P e | :F. All communicatian:!
% ‘Zﬁ“ﬁ?f.‘%ﬁiﬁi‘iﬁ’“‘f PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Lowptrg. 55| B 1 RS

N
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To
: /3 4(’/ ///7/\ The Joint Secretary to the Government of Madras,
/ﬁ> Public Works Department,Irrigation Branch.
Simla,the 25th August 1898,
Sir,

With reference to the Proceedings of the Government
of Madras in the Public Works Department,No.537 I.,dated
the 18th July 1898, am directed to communicate the
sanction of the Government of India to the schedule

amounting to Rs.32,100/L of the further outlay required to

be incurred on the Buckingham Canal/and to request that a

LAY

date may be named for the completion of the works in.»

———

accordance with Public Works Department Code,Volume : & g

Chapter IX/paragraph I1-VI,

2% The Government of India desire,however,to be furnished

with the views of the Local Government as to the financilal
| TR O, ST

prospects of the project together with details of the
ARSI

reveriue charges since the work was opened,and also with
any remarks in regard to the revenue receipts,of which
details have been given in Chapter XIII of the History of

the Buckingham Canal by Mr.A.S.Russell,that may be necessary

F
3

!

The sanction accorded in paragraph 1 has been registeredq |

}

!
4
£

in a consideration of the general prospects bf the Canal.
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