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‘of others, and it will be advisable to take special

9 No. 88 W., 14tH Jaxvary 1898.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

General.
Establishment,

Reap—the following papers :—

G.0., No. 17, Revenue, dated 10th January 1898.
Read—the following paper : —

Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of India, in the Department of

~ Revenue and Agricult No. 859 .
1897. griculture, No. 35—246-26 (E.amme), dated 23rd December

Rend—

(1) Despatch to Her Majesty’s Secratary of State, N

(2) Telegram from Her Majesty’s Secretary of Stateo' a ke 23th November 1897.

» dated 22nd December 1897,

Resolution—

It has been decided, with the approval of H Testy” '
appoint a small Commission to formulatepi for futureerg?lIiijae:etg Stﬁzmietary g s }t10
famine experience of 1897 has to teach. The Governor-General i (ezssons. which the
another opportunity of pablicly expressing his appreciation of tllln onnell will tiks
the operations for the relief of distress ha 0% the manner in which

: . : ve been ¢ P
review of them must await the receipt of the Proxﬁnci:fg-g;g:fg ’ ‘gg}cl(t&hzngl fcompzfét:
i : > ormatio

N S iy Xon Rl o believing that, regarded with reference to their

man life from starvation at the smallest

expense fo the tax-paying community; those operations have, on the whole, been
! )

conspicuously successful.

2. As was to be expected, however, the m
3 eth : &
attained, and the measure of economy,which hasog:e};ysi];‘f% that object has been
of relief, have not been the same in all provinces eurec in the administration

»

distress which has been elaborated in each provi The organization for the relief of

Famine Commission of 1878, and embodied in the lglt?oeviizi:? %Iines laid down by the

for the first time in most of the affected provine amine Codes, has now
: 8, . 1’ g
scale; and on the whole if has stood thept.rial weslll.beti];utprw?}(:itllgatl}ly tested .on a large
past year has eugg_es}:ed no alterations in the main lines which w € experience of the
basis for the administration of relief, it has been fou dlc were preseribed as the
province, to depart in some not unimportant respects frol;z detai :
the local Code in order to meet the differing conditions of di. etailed provisions of
which these departures have taken has varied from evia str

face 30 fr_:(l: si:&e;:a;g:;hu;ﬁ: “ilsdo:llel}' ?: gggsgilg&lgﬁaﬁ?t;o:vlgn India is next
amended Famine Codes. Tt isno doubt th ture guidance, 1t
hih, ot et b adminera mey proery o grshie
ol o ud 1t ok o, G
T i A e o Tt P
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elsewhere in proportion to the acuteness of the distress and the population affected by
it, to enquire to what causes the excess was due,-and whether an adherence to the
lines followed in other provinces might not, on a future occasion, reduce the cost
without diminishing the efficacy of the measures to be adopted.

4. The inquiry will be far narrower in scope than that entrusted to the larger
Famine Commission, which was appointed with such signal advantage in 13i8.
Twenty years ago no general famine policy had been enunciated by Government, the
experience gained in Behar in 1573 and in Southern India in 15877 from what were
virtually experiments in relief, was all that was available, and the Commission had to
formulate a policy and to evolve general principles for guidance in the actual presence
of famine. But this was, perhaps, the least important portion of their dutics. They
were also bidden to consider and advise upon measures of the widest possible nature,
such as might “ diminish the severity of famines, or plaf:e the people in a better
condition for enduring them.” The programme that was laid down by them accord-
ingly under the head of * Measures of protection and prevention ha_s sinee then been
actively prosecuted ; and though much still remains, and always will remain, to be
done, the omissions and defects are fully recognised, and are grati.ually being dealt
with as opportunity offers, and no further general inquiry of this nature is either
necessary or advisable. So, too, the experience of the past year has shown that the
general lines of policy laid down 1n 1878 stand in no need of reconsideration. It is
the details of the scheme of relief that require to be revised. But in such a matter
details are hardly less important than principles. (1

5. The duties of the Commission will therefore be—

to examine the manner in which the provisions of the Famine Codes of the

have been departed from ; . osfien

to inquire into the degree of success which has in each case
measures adopted, considered primarily wi ard to the 1
and the saving of human life, and second with regar

Tt is to be understood that the object of the inquiry is to furn
the future ; and that it is concerned with the past, only in so far as maj
to that end. i { b by cia el G S
k 6. The President of the Commission will be Sir Jumes Broad
K.0.8.1., late Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab. The members
will be Surgeon-Colonel Richardson, lately Insp \
North-Western Provinces and Oudh; Mr.T. W. Hol
Secretary to the Government of India in the Departm
{(Famine); Mr. T. Higham, C.L.E., Inspector-Greneral of
to the Government of India in tléi Publio yﬁ: Jepartment
Bipin Krishna Bose, M.&., B.L., Government Ad o, Nagp
- the? Provincial Committee of the Famine Charitable Re ebmm@ :
1.0, will be Secretary to the Commission. - The representation
Commission of each province affected by the late famine
_ment of India desire that each Local Grovernment should ;
" the Commission as a temporary member while they are
' within the province, oue of its own officers who
 practical working of the system of relief ad
_‘material points are not overlooked o
7. The Commission will be fo
~ and Dr. Richardson from England.
 Bengal, the Central Provinces, the Nor , ‘
~ Beorar, and to make inquiries upon the spot; but the (
 desires to leave the matter of method and procedure

i1

geveral provinces differ from one another, and in which their preseriptions WA
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they are charged entirely to their discretion. The general conduct of the inquiry
. and the regulation of the eourse of business before the Commission will be entrasted
- to the President in communication with the members. The Commission through their
Secretary acting under the instructions of the President, will correspond direct with
Local Governments and, departments of the Government of India, and with any local
authorities with whom direct communications may be aunthorized by Local Govern-
ments as a matter of convenience and in order to save time ; and it 1s requested that
all communications or requisitions for information emanating from them may be treated
as urgent and complied with promptly, and that in the event of the Commission
visiting a province, they may be afforded every facility for their inquiries.

Order.—Ordered, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Local
Governments noted in the margin, to the

bl €S Chiet Commr. of Contral  Secretary to the Famine Commission, and Pty

7 of Beneal, Chief Commr. of Assam, to the Foreign, Public Works, Home and ol

2 o I’,‘ﬂ';}m" ot S S, L g?ﬁff{e Finance Departments of the Government = i
= . of Burma. The Residont at Hyderabad.  of India for information. L ETTER |

‘ Ordered also, that it be published in
the Supplement to the Gazette of India for general information. \

(By order.)

' (Signed)  DENZIL IBBETSON,
R ~ Secretary to the Government of India.

Order—No. 17, Revenue, dated 10th Janunary 1898. ' fn:i i

Communicated to the departments of the Secretariat and the heads of departments
(B under the Revenue Department. T e '\ S ikt
' 2. The Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agricultureis
authorized to hold direct communication with the Commission, and all heads of depart- = =
ments will be instructed to afford the Commission every facility for the prosecution 2 I
their inquiries. SRewe SR S
(True Extract.) - G R

T | (Signed)  N. E. MARJORIBANKS, . -
i Ag. Under Secretary to Government. i

Orbrer—No. 88 W., dated 14th January 1898, b i
Communicated to officers of the Public Works Department for information and ;

guidance.
: (True Extract.)
*

r

] 1'0%% ggﬂ:;work‘s Accounts.
., the Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
L 2,] : “‘i‘ﬁ;mmfar Railways.
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Eslract from the Proceedings of the Government of India, in the Department of Revenue and
Agriculture,—No. 35—245-26 (Famine), dated the 23rd December 1897. 3

READ— : A
(1) Despatch to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, No. 86, dated 25th November Rl

(2) Telegram from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, dated 22nd December 1897.

RESOLUTION,

Tt has been decided, with the approva,l of Her Ma s Secretary o o
o appoint a small Commission to formulate for fug;i? guidance th eflesstsa;t:; gk
which the famine experience of 1897 has to teach. The Governor General in S
Council will take another opportunity of publicly expr - his apprecia ‘
of the manner in which the operations for the relief of distress have been con-
ducted; while any complete review of them must await the receipt of the
Provincial reports. But the information already at his dis warrants him
in believing that, regarded with reference to their object, wh ich was to preve
the loss of human life from starvation at the smallest eXpense to the tax-payi
community, those operations have on the whole been onspicuously successful.
9. As was to be expectéd, however, the methods by which tha
bas been attained, and the measure of economy which has been
the administration of relief, have not been the same in all provi
orgamaation for the relief "of distress which has been elaborate
rovince on the lines laid down by the Famine Commission of 1878, and embo
m the vamcml TFamine Codes, has now, for the first time in ﬁtdaé
%ﬁected rtl)lv%rc;ls, bzﬁn rﬁtcticﬁ ﬁ%est?}e on & larg  scale; dﬁ&tﬁm
as stood the w while the experience of the past ; '
o alterations in the main lines vér’lnch were it Myﬁ
a&m.mlsﬁrahon of relief, it has been found ne '
depart in some not m}mpb%mvpﬁeﬁ
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5. The duties of the Commission will therefore be—

to examine the manner in which the provisions of the Famine Codes
of the several provinces differ from one another, and in which their *h
prescriptions have been departed from ; :

to inquire into the degree of success which has in each case attended
the measures adopted, considered primarily with regard to the relief
of distress and the saving of human life, and seeondarily with regard
to economy ;

to advise as to the measures and methods of working which seem likely
to prove most effective in these two respects ; and

to make any inquiries and record any recommendations or opinions
which it is thought will prove useful in the case of future famines.

Tt is to be understood that the object of the inquiry is to furnish guidance
for the future ; and that it is concerned with the past, only in so far as may be
necessary to that end.

6. The President of the Commission will be Sir James Broadwood Liyall,
G.C1.E., K.C.8.1, late Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab. The Members of
the Commission will be Surgeon-Colonel Richardson, lately Inspector General
of Civil Hospitals, North-Western Provinces and Oudh; Mr. T. W. Holderness,
1.C.S., lately Deputy Secretary to the Government of India in the Department
of Revenue and Agriculture (Famine) ; Mr. T. Higham, C.LE., Inspector General
of Irrigation and Joint Secretary to the Government of India in the Public
Works Department ; and Rai Bahadur Bipin Krishna Bose, M.A., B.L., Govern- ‘

ment Adyocate, Nagpur, and Secretary 10 the Provincial Committee of -the

Pamine Charitable Relief Fund. M. L. J. MecIntosh, L.C.S., mll pe Secretarg
to the Commission. The represertation upon 2 small Commission of eacl
province affected by the late famine is impossible ; but the Government of India
desire that each Local Government should nominate, to be attaoheq to t.he Com-
mission as a temporary Member while they are actually making nquiries
within the province, one of its own officers who is e(})ersonz:mlly acquainted with
the practical working of the system of relief adopted, and whose presence will
ensure that material points are not overlooked or nﬁsundel'StOOd-_ : -
7. The Commission will be formally constituted on the arrival (_)f Sir J. ames
Lyall and Dr. Richardson from England. They willvprobably wish to visit
Bombay, Madras, Bengal, the Central Provinces, the North-Western Provinces
and Oudh, and possibly Berar, and to make inquiries upon the spot ; but the
Governor General in Council desires to leave the matter o_f method a.nd proce-
dure in the investigation with which they are charged ent1_rely to their discre-
tion. The general conduct of the inquiry and the regulation of ‘qhe course of
business before the Commission will be entrusted to the Prosulent in communi- :
cation with the Members. The Commission, through their S.ecreta-ry acting ':“ht
under the instructions of the President, will correspond direct with _Local Gov-' ™
ernments and Departments of the Government of India, _and with any local
quthorities with whom dirset communications may be authomsod by Local Gov-
ernments as a matter of convenience and in order to save time ; and it is re-
quested that all communications or requisitions for information emanating
from them may be treated as urgent and complied with promptly, and that
in the event of the Commission visiting a province, they may be afforded every
Gailiey Jorapmapanguries. | " 0 8 e T E—

OnpER.—Ordered, that copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Local
Governments noted in the margin,

vt. of Madras. Oh. Commr. of C. P. .

4 ,,  Bombay. » émm- to the Secretary to flhe El‘i‘amme
Bengal. » oorg. e . S

5 N.-\%. P, & Oudh. . Ajmere . ,Comr'msmon, and to t e(l F?lelg’ﬂ,

Punjab. The Resident at Hyderabad. Public Works, Home, and Finance

PR Departments of the Government

”

India for information. it
s nOlrr:lered also, that it be published in the Supplement to the Gazette of India

for eeneral information.
3 By order,

DENZIL IBBETSON,
Secretary to the Government of India.
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