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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers: —

From J. B. BRUNGATE, Esq., Officiating Under Secretary to the Government
of India, Fivance and Commerce Department (Accounts and Finance—
Audit, Collection, &e.), to the Chicf Seeretary to the Government of Madras,
dated Simla, 24th September 1897, No. 4250-A.

I am direeted to refer you to the Resolution of the Government of India in the
Public Works Department, No. 15, dated 24th August 1880, laying down rules for
the accounting of Public Works receipts and outlay by Civil officers.

2. Under these rules all outlay upon Public Works in charge of Civil officers with
the exception of—

(«) charges for petty construction and repairs adjusted by Civil Accountants-

GGeneral against the budget grants of the departments concerned ;

(b) certain miscellaneous expenditure which now includes charges for ferries
and roadside arboriculture, grants to municipalities, and the establish-
ment and contingencies of staging bungalows: and encamping grounds ;
and,

(¢) ccmetery charges paid by Civil officers,

should be audited by, and brought to account on the books of, the Examiner of
Public Works Accounts concerncd, and the works should be carried out by the
Civil officers as Public Works disbursers and reckoned as Public Works in charge of
Public Works officers.
S 3 Tt has now been brought. to the netice of the Government of India that in
s many provinces provincial Public Works expenditure of considerable amounts,
¢ ineurred by Uivil officers, is andited and brought to account by Civil Accountants-
S (encral as ¢ Public Works in charge of Civil officers.” As this course is not author-
ised by the orders quoted above, aud as it 18 desirah!g that expenditure on Publie
Works of any importance should be subjected to the stricter and techuical audit of the
19 ubiic Works Examiners, I am directed to request that, unless His Excellency the
" tiovernor in Council has any objections to urge, orders may be 1ssued which will ensure

that all expenditure on Public Works by Civil officers, except on the simpler class of
works mentioned in paragraph 2 of this letter, Sh%l:b%audited by the Aeccount
officers of the Public Works Department aud adjusted in the Publiec Works
Aceounfs.-
“ %™ am to add that, for the purpose of determining what charges for petty
¢omstruction and repairs executed by Civil 0fﬁ001‘§ can be adjusted as cnntingenvt
expenditure of the department concerned, a money limit of Rs. 1,000 (one thousand)
has been fixed by the Government of India, and that any work, the expenditure on
which execeds. this limit, should not be considered as coming within the category of
¢ petty construetion and repairs.”’ )

5. 1 am to say that this circular does not refer to and is not intended to affect
ary systematic scheme for the munagement and audit of Public Works chargeable to
local funds, which may have been luid down by any Local Government.
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" Qopy forwarded to the Public Works Department, to the Comptroller a‘ﬁ?d";.
Qﬁ&itorp('}enpml, and to all Accountants-General and Comptrollers (except the Comp-
troller, Post Office). : &
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From F. C. HARRISON, Esq.; Officiating Aceountant-General, togthe Chief
Secretary to Government, dated Fort St. George, 17th November 1897,

No. 3589. i

‘In reply to your memorandum, No. 2203, dated the 28th October 1897, request-

- ing me to report how. far the Resolution of the Goverremenig of India, No. 4280-A,
Tinancial, dated 24th September 1897, affects the classification of the accounts and

i3 existing orders, I have the honour to state as follows.

i 8 | 2. The points to be considered have reference to the following classes of

: | expenditure :—

' (1) Petty construction and repairs executed under orders of the heads of

offices concerned ; o

9) Agency works in the tracts of Ganjdm, Vizagapatam and Géddvari ; and

ES‘) Minor Trrigation works executed by Revenue officers.

3. As regards the first class, the Government of India order does not require any
alteration in the existing orders on the subject which fix Rs. 1,000 as the maximum
S limit for a single work—@.0)., No. 870, Financial, dated 7th May 1895. In connec-

tion with the class of expenditure the only question to be considered is as regards
works in the Salt and Forest Departments. Under article 98 («) of the Civil Account
Code these two departments form an exception to the general rule fixing the limit
Rs. 1,600 for each ingle work executed by Civil officers ; the existing orders empower
the Board to sanction works costing more than Rs. 250 and not more than Rs. 5,000
and all repairs costing more than Rs. 500 in the Salt Department (G.Os., No. 1142, 43
Revenue, dated 5th August 1881, and No. 172, Financial, dated 27th February 1894), 1 1ees
while in the case of the Forest i)epartment‘, the Conservators, the Board of Revenue
and Government can sanction works exceeding Rs. 1,000 as laid down in section 148
of the Forest Code. It is doubtful whether these two departments should still form
an exception to the general rule, and this point should be cleared up by a reference
to the Government of India. ¥l ‘ ‘ ' VA
4. The second class of works are connected mainly with the construction and
repair of roads and some cases of buildings in the Agency tracts. Such expenditure is
debited to 45. Civil Works in charge of Civil officers. Under present orders Govern- §
ment Agents are empowered to sanction new roads up to a lLimit of Rs. 3,000 and
repairs to communications withont limit—G.0., No. 1040, Financial, dated 29th f
November 1894. As regards buildings their power of sanction is subject to the el
general limit of Rs. 1,000 for each work. This class does not appear to fall under a 1,% :
of the exceptions in the present Government of India order, and apparently has
be wholly transferved to the Public Werks Department. The Government of Indis
order does not, however, object to the execution of these works by Civil officers
provided they act as Public Works disbursers ; so that the only change necessary would
' %be the transfer of the control, audit and record of the expenditure from the Civil to
 the Public Works Department. pibcoRy THE M I st s o s
5. Expenditare on works of the third class is debited to 43. Minor Works and
- Navigation and is connected with repairs of masonry and earth-work, the reconstruc-
tion of injured works and the construction of new irrigation sluices, &e.  The expendi-
ture on each work does not appear to have ‘been considerable, but the works do not
soem to fall under the exceptions in the Government of India order, and the present
 system which appears to ‘have been in force since 1880, and under which the works
 are executed by Civil officers and the expenditure booked in the Civil department, is
© apparently opposed to the present qrders of the,.(“x':overnment of India. In ;tlus.c‘ass A
~ also, there appears to be no objection to the Civil officers acting as Public Works ;
disbursers. They would then obtain the requisite funds from Public Works Depart-
ment and account to that department for the expenditure. If, however, this class of
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1 irrigation works, the construction and re of cattle-pounds and

n charge of Salt and Forest Departments. The Public Works Depart-

1l be requested to state its opinion on the proposed transfer of the control,
d record of expendlture from the Civil to the Public Works Department

(True Extract.)

f-o'{ Chief Secretary.

Revenue Department.
Public Works Department.
MWuntant-General.

To the J udicial Department. /
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