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GOVERI ;
ERNMENT OF MADRAS, k. ’ Area Irrigated.
PUBLIC WORK . 4. The total arenirrigated during the year amounted to 2,919,496 acres which
S DEPARTMENT x exceeded the previous year’s total by 189,032 acres. Of this area the major works
BRI, 5 f ] d 2,606,435 acres and the minor works 528,424 acres.
; Taking the major works separately the Cauvery delta system was, a8 usual, the
Ir ; : contributor with an aren of 977,123 acres; the G6ddvarl comes next with
Reap—the followi Oy e o 739,849 acres and is followed by the Kistna with 482,638 acres. The Kurnool-
. HAE PRPEr 2oee . Cuddapah canal irrigated 87,226 acres against 32,903 in the preceding year, the
From J. 8. BERESFORD, E & Jarge increase being attributed to the gcanty rainfall. The Periyér project, which
, Esq., Officiating Joint Secretary to th G b3 was brought into operation for the first time during the year irrigated altogether
e Government of Bl 63,751 acres, but ounly 6,442 acres of this are credited to the new works, the balance

India, Public W
Secretary to th orks Department (Civil Works—Irri : ?
e Government of Madras, Public Wo:ll:sg%:a(;)l;l’t;l:mthe iy e of ,57,809 acres being considered to.be old irrigation,” €. irrigation which, before
?

4 tion Branch dat S " -
[Review of the Admi’n' t ed Simla, 8th July 1898, No. 241 1. Irriga- g the dam Was made, was offected from old channels not constructed from Government
istration Report of Irrigati ; ‘ capital. The report, however is nearly silent in regard to the results of the opening
ok L P 123%33?13 Works in the Madras Presidency i 3 of these new works, and it is ot clear to what extent the project has fulfilled the
§ - .. anticipations recorded in the forecast of 1894. An enquiry addressed to the Madras

G.O, NO 161
g L, dated 3 i Departt the subject h: Jly elicited the T :
Works in 1 rd March 1898 LB Gy ‘ Trrigation lepal ment on the su ject has mere y elicite the reply that the old
@0, Noe‘.)rgf;l’;zga; 'Preﬁldency for 189 é_sgxmwmg the Administration Report of I:Egﬂﬁon o irrigation developed more rapidly, and the new irrigation less rapidly, than was
3 1., dated, respectively, the 18 2 e anticipated. Tt is added that an objection has been taken to the revenue accounts and
pectively, the th April and 21st May 189 : - : e :
y 1898, ordering the that the matter 18 under enquiry 1n the Revenue Department of the Madras Govern-

substitution of revi
tion Report. revised statements 111-E and IV-E for th i : 4
ose prinfed in the Adupeie: 4 ment. The Government of India trust that the Madras lrrigation Report for 1897-98
will describe more fully the results attained by tne opening of the Periydr project

and that they will be carefully compared with those forecasted 10 1894.

 Observations.—I
nine are classed ~—In the Madras Presidency there are ten maj . l
major works we:;s iglr?)ducflye and one, the Rushikulya project &SaJ;:otZ:tli.ks’ o Ly -' 5. The season 18 stated to have been, on the whole, not unfavourable to irrigation,
been closed. peration, and the construction estimate’s of oight ofvet:h All the L though 1n some districts the failure of the north-east monsoon and in ofhers the
There are 28 mi i ol Yo 1 scanty rainfall in the south-west monsoon geriously affected the supply of water in the
and of these 22 are irlll'lior works for which capital and revenue accounts B %, tanks. The extraordinary floods of the Kistna river in August 1846 damaged to a
gation systems and 4 are kept, " serious extent & large area in the Kistna Lasterl division. The unprecedented height

mavigation purposes. ‘Wi are tidal canals intend : ‘

pfro]em and ﬂl;i G’:i.l ; ég‘-léh the exception of the Muniyeru, Dondapadegngogapg:z ] to which this river rose ot Bezwada is said t0 have caused considerable anxiety for the
Lée‘ construction estimates ggalpur tidal canal, all these minor works are in 5pe§ﬁon L safety of the head works and led to their being subsequently raised and strengthened.
jeeor Coleroon anicut syste ve been closed for all the works in operation except the . A great deal of damage Was caused by this flood to the river banks and irrigation
WEAR T works. Irrigation suffered also to DO small extent from the protracted floods of the

Géddvar river which began on the lst August 1896, and resulted in the river banks

" 2. The transactions of
i) , : year under review ma be sum ; | |
: : / Yy med up as follows :— | in all the three deltas being badly breached, and from the floods in the Tanjore and
Capital ’-Outlay. Trichinopoly divisions which were the highest on record.

 rupees as compar Ontl?,y on the Madras irrigati 2% In the Tinnevelly division goveral irrigation works were damaged by the cyclone
v m{; of Rs. T",?'O‘z(‘)gm 22%dlakhe in 118r;15§agtéon g,frtkfe ﬁ%ﬁ? tz((l)r?s lt'{x% lakhs do'f of November 1896, the Upper Odai dam in the Srivaikuntam anicut system suffering
~ which rather mo 205 was almost entirely confined to the Ki ) on it : i |
Improvements tbr:m?d? 6 lakhs (includiﬁyg indirect chargees) I:'teI:: (sie}at:t 4 e ; - g, Of the total area irrigated 9,689,149 acres, of rather more than 92 per cent.,
on which Rs. 2 14.98: works, canals and Lstributaries, and to th pent on yarious » were under rice ; D7,170 acres OF nearly 2 per cent. under ragi, and the remaining
of the Surada ;{esérv‘o%rwm spent in completing distrib’utarie: ang f}:lmt}}l;kuly a. project 3 974,650 acres or 6 pe’r cent. under other crops:
. The capital outlay ,oa, work which TR il im progross o 8T8 e construction R 1 The estimated value of the crops irrigated was 6975 lakhs of rupees, the value
tgptlxas Rs. 7,31',418,an?1 Sies Wotks ol which capital and covonne aoconnts or acre being Rs: 93.9-0. The average rate levied for the uso of the water was
an T}Y er Coleroon aﬁwtw“ incurred chiefly on the Muniyera and Sagiler;x m:o' a:se Be 80 ong-sixit OF ¢ o f b 750
Rs. 6,06, 9%0?115““1’““1&"3 ) "’y“e?“é:‘:f e f “fki“gham canal. Sk i Working Eapenses
390,90, and on mj to the end of the year a ; Qg ;
) on y mounted on major works to i 7. The total working expenses for the major works amounted to Rs. 24,834,916,

as compared with Rs. 21,61,624 in 189596, and an average of Rs. 19,69,488 for the
last five years. The Periydr project, which commenced operations for the first time

o A

ept to B,s, 115,36,421. " | ?Wprks for which capital and revenue accounts are

T

3. The lengths of M"leage of Channels. : - b during the year, accounts for Rs. 60,004 of the increase over the figures of the previ-

aggregated 3,561 mﬂe::?pmm and branch canals i : el : ous year, while the remainder is said o be due to the necessity for repairing damages

this total, 990 miles are fo W, with 8,530 miles 8 in operation during the year ey caused by the abnormal floods in the Gédavari, Kistna and Cauvery deltas and the

and 304 for 'naviggﬁon@.f havigation 'wén-g; irri‘gaén Oga;a_non 111_»15.395-.96. iy ; Srivaikuntam anicut system. The rate per acre irrigated was 0-93 as compared with

\ gt'illfhe length of dmtrib 4 i i‘f&ﬁ ' B on, 2,267 for wrrigation only, 090 in 1895-96 and 0-81, the average of the last five years.

eneth now being 6,884 miles. Jincreased by fet | : On the minor works the working expenses Were Rs. 4,10,471 a8 compared with
g 6,884 miles. s v by an éddmon of 42 m}'leS, the total { Rs. 3,52,419 in the previous year an% Rs. 4,22,469, the average of the last five years.

The working expenses of the minor irrigation works amounted to Rs. 3,00,769 or

Rs. 0-6 per acre irrigated.




b tlreg .W;.m 11 area irrigated by the new works.

: Qi‘dut-l-.“f.'.o’_'k; is really a very unproduetive one, be excluded, the net return of the

wm: the Géddvari which returned 16:41 per cent.;

- Teturn of the major works taken together.

A,

i

No. 567 1., 22xp Jury 1898. (>
Al Financial Resulls.
- 1he financial result icati
: 8 of Irri Vavicati - :
summarised as follows - gation and Navigation works in Madras may be
: Net revenue

P Capital Net attributable | Return on

outlay to end| actual to outlay of capital

of year, revenue. |Government| outlay.

capital.

Mejor 'orh RE, RS. RS. BS.

lhnomvlmg.ﬁm T SR N A g G 6,96,96,115 | 83,67,246 | 46,79,666 671

Minor Navigation works i . i oo 74,47,887 | 15,64,022 |  6,67,876 897

90,906,447 5,983 5,983 0-06

e a?;% gl‘;zsr revenue receipts derived from major works amounted to Rs 1,08,02,161
83.67.245 Bkil;llg expenses were Rs..24,34,916, the net actual revenue was Rupees
WO,I'k s’ i ut a considerable portion of the irrigation was from old irrigation
g constn}ct_ed. fro.m Government capital and the receipts, less maintenance
E estim’a t;ih to this irrigation, must be Qedupted from the net actual revenue in order
i e true rqtqrn on the capital invested by Government on these works.
s W}lll above, the dividend calculated in this manner amounted to 6:71 per cent.
ug the year, and was rather less than the returns in either of the two preceding
years which were 'g:rl in 1894-95 and 7-84 in 1895-96.
interest charges on the major works amounted to Rs. 25,87,820 during the
yl;.:: and to Rs. 4,40,17,284 up to the end of the year. After ;,mying all intgerest
:h ges these works contributed nearly 21 lakhs to the revenues of the country during
e year, the total accumulated net profits amounting to the large sum of nearly 569

The gross revenue exceeded the figures of the previous year by Rs. 2,63,400,
but the still greater increase in the working expenses prevented this improvement
from being effective. On the whole, the results obtained from the major works in
1896-97 may be considered to be satisfactory. The Periydr project, however, was
r‘%ﬂe&for the first time during the year and the gross receipts due to the new works
fell short of the working expenses by Bs. 8,629, this deficit being attributable to the
The inclusion, therefore, of the financial

‘results of this project with those of the older works must necessarily reduce the net
The figures given above include also the
- Tesults obtained from the still unfinished Rushikulya project which is a protective,
1ot a productive work. Fxcluding these two projects the net return ‘yielded by the
g productive works was 82 per cent. on the capital invested by Government.

3 further, the Kurnool-Cuddapah eanal, whieh, though purchased in 1882 as a pro-

- gave the seven major works amounts to over 13 per cent. The three systems which
best returns are the Cauvery, which yielded a dividend of no less than 45-86

105 ¢ and the Kistna which
e .ﬁal‘ cent. on the capital invested by Government. These three projects,
ng all the interest charges on the capital invested in them, have yielded a

] Pkt t,hestate of nearly 725 lakhs of rupees.

kept dﬂmm o irrigation works for which Capital and Revenue Accounts are

receipts amouy Ive as good returns as in the previous year. The gross revenue

been stated in g 1 to Rs. 18,64,787 were less than those of 1895-96, while, as has
11l & previous paragraph, the working expenses were higher than those of

the preceding vear = M. ,
was Rs. '61,043}& The net revenue attributable to the outlay of Government capital

.

trom 10-04 to ’8,5’7@&@:&1895-96, and the return on that outlay cpnseqneptly fell

' o oWl "B!‘kﬂ, the Bucki - T2y ad oy T80 orking
expenses, the ofher three works as usnal sh‘;?;gg:ag;ﬁ?xzal sl il

R
S b

e >
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. kept, the gross revenue receipts were Rs. 74,1

- acres of first and second crops.
- 1895-96. 1

N

i No. 567 1., 22xp Jury 1898. 5
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11. From the minor works of which neither capital nor revenue accounts are
3,20y, the maintenance charges
Rs. 22,43,632, and the net revenue Rs. 51,69,577. These works irrigated 2,849,185
The results were not quite so favourable as in

The outlay on agricultural works amounted to Rs. 9,34,087 as compared with
Rs. 5,34,932 in the previous year.
; General Remarks.

19. The season was generally favourable for agricultural operations, except in
the Decean districts and in parts of Ganjdm, Vizagapatam, North Arcot and Salem.
The rainfall was rather below the normal, and in the south-west monsoon was very
unevenly distributed. The year was noticeable for the unusually high floods which
caused much damage, and the heavy cost of repairing it affected the profits from the
irrigation works whose returns were consequently lower than those of the two pre-
ceding years. The three largest productive works continue, however, to return very
high dividends and their yearly net profits represent a substantial contribution to the
Imperial revenues. The measure of usefulness of the Madras irrigation works is
clearly indicated by the large value of the crops raised by their means.

13. Six investigating parties were employed on the Tank Restoration scheme, the
expenditure on which amounted to Ks. 5,49,777 during, and Rs. 64,64,714 ap to the
end of, the year: 34,187 square miles have been completely investigated. A small
sum amounting to Rs. 15,524 was incurred during the year in the execution of works

undertaken for the purposes of famine relief.
The report was not received by the Government of I[ndia till the Tth March, the

prescribed date for its submission being the 15th November.

Order — Ordered, that copies of this review and of the report with the Proceedings
of the Government of Mudras read in the preamble be forwarded to the Revenue and
Agricultural Department for information.

Ordered also, that copies of the review be forwarded to the Government of Madras
for information and guidance and to the
Local Governments and Administrations
in the Public Works Department noted on

The Governments of Bombay, Bengal, the North-Western
Provinces and Oudh, the Panjab and Burma

The Chief Commissioner of the (Jentral Provinces.

The Agents to the Governor-General in Rajputana and _ s |
Baluchistan. the margin for information.

Ordered further, that the review with the Proceedings of the Government of

Madras, No. 161 I., dated 3rd March 1898, be published in the Gazette of India, and
that copies of the review be forwarded to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.

Orprr—No. 567 L, dated 22nd July 1898.

Communicated to the officers concerned for information.
9 The attention of the Chief Engineer for Irrigation is drawn to the concluding
portion of paragraph 4 of the foregoing review.

(True Extract.) v

(Signed) J. C. LARMINIE,
Ag. Joint Secy. to Government,
Irrigation Branch.

T the Chief Engineer for Irrigation.
i Tank Restoration Scheme.
a)l Superintending Engineers.
the Consulting Engineer for Railways.
the Examiner, Public Works Accounts,
the Public Department.
,, the Revenue Department.

»
»
2

Exd. T, K. Narayana Aiysngar,
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No. 241 L.
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
CIVIL WORKS.
Irrigation.
Simla, the 8th July 1898.
Review of the Administration Report of Irrigation Works in the
, Madras Presidéncy for 1896-97.
READ—

Proceedings of the Government of Madras, Public Works Department, No. 161 {15
dated 3rd March 1898, reviewing the Administration Report of Irrigation Works
in that Presidency for 1896-97.

Proceedings of the Government of Madras, Public Works Department, Nos. 317 and
413 L., dated respectively the 18th April and 2:st May 1898, ordering the substi-
tution of revised statements I1I-E and 1V-E for those printed in the Administra-
tion Report.

i

OBSERVATIONS.—In the Madras Presidency there are ten Major Works, of
which nine are classed as Productive and one, the Rushlkulya project, as Pro-
tective. All the Major Works were in operation, and the construction estimates
of eight of them have been closed. ,

There are 26 Minor Works for which Capital and Revenue Accounts are
kept, and of these 22 are irrigation systems and 4 are tidal canals intended for
purely navigation purposes. With the exception of the Munnyeru, Dondapad
and Sagileru projects and the Ganjam-Gopalpur Tidal canal, all these Minor
Works are in operation. The construction estimates have been closed for all the
works in operation except the Lower Coleroon anicut system.

». The transactions of the year under review may be summed up as fol-
lows :—

CapPITAL OUTLAY.

The Capital outlay on the Madras irrigation works amounted to 173 lakhs
of rupees as compared with 223 lakhs in 1895-96. On the Major Works the
expenditure of Rs. 10,20,205 was almost entirely confined to the Kistna Delta
system, on which rather more than 6 lakhs (including indirect charges) were
spent on various improvements to heads works, canals, and distributaries, and
to the Rushikulya project on which Rs. 2,14,283 were spent in completing
distributaries and on the construction of the Surada Reservoir, a work which
has been in progress since 1878.

The Capital outlav on Minor Works for which Capital and Revenue
Accounts are kept was Rs. 7,531,418, and was incurred chiefly on the Munnyeru
and Sagiléru projects, the Lower Coleroon anicut system and the Buckingham
canal.

The total Capital Charges to the end of the year amounted on Major Works
to Rs. 6,96,06,115 and on Minor Works for which Capital and Revenue Accounts
are kept to Rs. 1,75,36,421.
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’ "1895-96. Of this total

A

- : 3 -
MILEAGE OF CHANNELS,

3. The lengths of compl :
th completed main and bra : . :
¢ year aggregated 3,561 miles as comparéd'w?tcl? 3:22215 nl\rillec;pienra(.)tlc::a%;r;nig
3,267 for irrigation onl 90 shes are.for. navigation as well ovteriog
8 only and 304 for navigation only. as urigation,
The length of distributaries w

total length now being 6,384 mler as increased by an addition of 42 miles, the

AREA IRRIGATED
4. The total area irrigated i :
which exceed e dl’xrmg the year amou
Major Workse?r:i}:;ltggevmg T el be 189,532 ::gs % Ozf’gt!hg";‘gs 3‘“’;315
Taking the Major Wz’ 1?6’435 actes and the Minor Works 523,424 fg:'-’st x
leiphit isioiriiess ]w1 B ag‘l'a:eseparately the Cauvery Delta system was as usual the
730,849 acres and is follo 3 of 977,123 acres ; the Godaveri comes next with
& udtinad. el i -‘éve by the Kistna with 482,638 acres. The Kurnul-
large increase being attribut 7326,‘““5 against 32,003 in the preceding year, the
ovs, ¢ et L S u fe to the scanty rainfall. ~ The Periyar project which
Balia: sack b Ponl 102 or theuﬁrst time during the year, irrigated ]alto’gethcer
i S e 3(’) 442 acres of this are credited to the 'new works
L g whic’l? 9b iflcres being considered to be ‘‘old irrigation »
o o i gore, the dam was made, was effected from old
sty b c ed from Government Capital. The report, however
e 1ys e tz%ar hto the results of the opening of these new  works
el iy ;v gt extent the project has fxﬁﬁlled the anticipations
i et thse ;)ub"e?.fi i An enquiry addressed to the Madras Irriga-
ject has merely elicited the reply that the old irrigation

developed more rapidly, and the new irrigation less rapidly, than was anticipated. It

. ] 'I (. o) l : " "
in

irrigation, though in some districts the failure of the north-east monsoon and

in others the scanty rainiall in the south avest monsoo 10

the supply of water in the tanks. The extraordinary ﬂnoozznzl;dt{leafl%?tted
river in August 1896 damaged to a serious extent a large area in the K}skna
-Eastern Division. The unprecedented height to which thisriverrose at Be 1s|.ga
;’$/§ald to .have. caused considerable anxiety for the safety of the head “orliwa 3
led to their being spbsequently raised and strengtheneéd. A great dealA-of das s
was caused by this flood to the river banks and irrigation works, Irni mta_Lge
suffered also to nc small extent from the protracted floods of the G'oclawegél i
which began on the 1st August 1896, and resulted in the river banks in lentvhe;

" three deltas being badly breached, and from thefloods in the Tanjore and

Trichinopoly Divisions, which were the highest on record.

In the Tinnevelly Division several irrigation works were damaged by the

l : : : b :
SZ[; Zr;eﬂ e?ifngNth)]Lzrtxfber 1896, the Upper Odai dam in the Stlvalkurxtam anicut sys-

t6. .Of thedtota_l area irr'gated 2,689,149 acres, or rather more than g2 per
cent., were under rice ; 57,470 acres or nearly 2 per cent. under ragi, and the re-
maining 274,650 acres or 6 per cent. under other crops. :

The estimated value of the crops irrigated was 6973 lakhs of rupees; the

value per acre being Rs. 23-2-0, The average rate levied for the use of the water -

was Rs, 4 or one-sixth of the value of the crop.

WORKING EXPENSES.

7. The total working expenses for the Major Works amounted to Rs.
24,34,016 as compared with Rs. 21,61,524 in 1895-96 and an average of Rs.
19,609,488 for tie last five years. The Periyar project, which commenced

T

in the Revenue Department of the Mad LY

T}'Ixe Government of India trust that the Madras lrl,'i;gaﬁonai?2?;%1“t(;f[‘:‘?)‘rn?1!’g'm el‘]tg' Vauiers
will describe more fully the “results attained by the opening of t'lr‘eiPeriyﬁ"*?g%?tf i e ]
: ;md that they will be carefully compared with those forecasted in 1894. D 3;' g iy 7)o :
5. The season is stated to have been, on the whole, not unfavourable to s ‘\1

> 4 :

op-l ations for the first time | during the year, accounts for Rs. 60,004 of the
< erease over the figures of the  previous year, while the remainder is said to
be due to the necessity for repairing damages caused by the abnormal floods
:n the Godaveri, Kistna 3nd Cauvery: Deltas and the Srivaikuntam anicut
system. The rate per acre irrigated was 093 as compared with 0°go in 1895-96
and 081 the average of the last five years.

On the Minor Works the working expenses were Rs. 4,10,471 as compared
with Rs. 3,52,415 in the previous year and Rs. 4,22,469 the average of the
last five years. The working expenses of the Minor [rrigation Works amounted
to Rs. 3,00,765 or Rs. 0'6 per acre irrigated.

FiNnANCIAL RESULTS.

8. The financial results of Irrigation and Navigation works in Madras may
be summarised as follows : ==

R
Net revenue
Capital Net attributable { Return on
2 i outlay to end actual to outlay of Capital
of year. revenue. | Government outlay.
Capital.
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
Major Works ... e 6,06,96,115 | 83,067,245 46,79,666 671
Minor Irrigation Works for which Capital
and Revenue Accounts are kept 74,47,881 15,64,022 | 6,67,876 897
Minor Navigation Works .. . . 90,96,447 5,083 5,983 006 |

P " The gross revenue receipts derived from Major Works amounted to
R

s. 1,08,02,161 and as the working expenses were Rs. g4,34,9!6, the net actual
revenue was Rs:83,67,245. But & considerable -portion of the irngation was
from old Irrigation Works not constructed from ‘Government Capital and the
receipts, less maintenance charges, due to this irrigation, must be degluct.ed from
the net actual revenue in order to estimate the true return on the Capital invested
by Government on these works. As shown above, the dividend calculated mn
this manner amounted to 671 per cent, during the year, and was rather less than
the returns in either of the two preceding years which were 7'61 in 1894-95 and

7'84 in 1895-96. :

The interest charges on the Major Works amounted to Rs. 25,87,820 during
the year and to Rs. 4,40,17,284 up to the end of the year. After paying all
interest charges these works contributed nearly 21 lakhs to the revenues of the
country during the year, the total gccumulated net profits amounting to the

large sum of nearly 569 lakhs.

The gross revenue exceeded the figures of thé previous year by Rs. 2,63,400,
but the still greater increase in the working expenses prevented this improve-
ment from being effective. On the whole the results obtained from the Major
Works in 18g6-97 may be considered to be satisfactory. The Pertyar project
however was opened for the first time during the year and the gross receipts due
to the new works fell short of the working expenses by Rs. 8,629, this deficit being
attributable to the very small area irrigated by the new works. The inclusion there-
fore of the financial results of this Project with those of the older works must
necessarily reduce the net return of the Major Works taken together. : The figures
given above include also the results obtained from the still unfinished Rushi-
kulya project which is a Protective not a P_rqductlve work. Excluding these two
projects the net return yielded by the remaining Productive works was 82 per
cent. on the capital invested by Government. If further the Kurnool-Cuddapah
canal, which though purchased in 1882 as a Productive work is really a very
unproductive one, be excluded, the net retarn of the remaining seven Major
Works amounts to over 13 per cent.. The three systems which gave the best

returns are the Cauvery, which yielded a dividend of no less than 4536 per cent. ;




LA :

the Godavari which returned 1641 i i

e per cent.; and the Kistna which & pe
cent. on the capital invested by Government. These three ]l)roj::ttgsrg:&rl ik ond
all the interest charges on the capit paying

. ’ l * . 2
1 7o profit to the State of nearly 725 lakh: ofu:;;:?: Pncm e Yieltnd s sgrp]us

9. The Minor Irrigation Works for which Ca: ital and R
kept did not give as good returns as in the Previ%us ;:ar. ?ﬁzuéé):sc %’:ﬁ:&:
receipts amounting to Rs. 18,64,787 were less than those of 1895: 96, while, as has
been stated ina previous paragraph, the working expenses were higher than th
of the preceding year. The net 8 an those

. ,. revenue attributable to th :
capital was Rs. 61,049 less than in 1895-96 and the retufnoﬁglzga:fogxﬂ;:zgf

quently fefl from 1004 to 897 per cent.
10. Of the Navigation Works the Buckinoha; it el
expenses, the other three works as usual shc;;gmgz ﬁfﬁﬂtal"?‘e paid its working

11. From the Minor Works of which neither Capital : i o
are kept, the Gross Revenue receipts were Rs. 7 ’!3’2%‘9, th?&ﬁ:; :t?::cgiiountg
Rg. 22,; 3,632, anc} %he Netd revenug Rs. 51,69,577. These works iﬁ;%eeg
2,849,185 acres of first and second crops. The 1 S
favourable as in 1895-96. t Yo AUBemiter e dor (hae o=

The outlay on Agricultural Works amounted to Rs. o, ‘ 87 as cc :
with Rs. 5,34,932 in the previous year. A °°??‘Pa‘¢d

GENERAL REMARKS. i

. 12. The season was generally favourable for agricultural operations, »exéepf
in the Deccan districts and in parts of Ganjam, Vizagapatam, North A :

reot .
Salem. The rainfall was rather below the normal, and in the south-west b

was é monsoon
was very unevenly distributed. The year was noticeable for the unusually high

floods which caused much damage, and the heavy cost of repairing it affected i A : '
the profits from the Irrigation works whose returns were consequently lower = = |
than those ot the two preceding years. The three largest productive works
continue however to return very high dividends and their yearly net profits

% represent a substantial contribution to the Imperial Revenues. The measure of

usefulness of the Madras irrigation works is clearly indicated by the large
wvalue of the crops raised by their means. v

13. Six investigating parties were employed on the Tank Restoration scheme, e N '
| P the expenditure on which amounted to Rs. 5,49,777 during, and Rs. 64,614,714 up ‘ | .
) : to the end of, the year: 34,187 square miles have been completely investigated. : ‘ .

A small sum amounting to Rs. 15,524 was incurred during the year in the exe- o
cution of works undertaken for the purposes of famine relief. '

; |
The report was not received by the Government of India till the 7th March, - 3, : N : "
the prescribed date for its submission being the 15th November. :

ORDER.—Ordered, that copies of this review and of the report with the
Proceedings of the Government of Madras read in the preamble be forwarded ~
to the Revenue and Agricultural Department for information. L

Ordered also, that copies ofithe review be forwarded to the Government of

The Governments of Bombay, Bengal, the North- Madras f0|' l-nformatlon and gu1danc.e. and : { : . by '
Western Provinces and Oudh, the Punjab and tO the Local Governments and Administra- ey

Burma. 1 1 1
The Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces. tions in the Public Works Department

The Agents to the Governor General in Rajputana noted on the rnargin for information.
and Baluchistan,

Ordered further, that the review with the Proceedings of the Government
of Madras, No. 161 1., dated grd March 1898 be published in the Gazette of Indza,

and that copies of the review be forwarded to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State =
for India,

4
-
| {

Offg. Foint Secy. to the Govt. of India.

G.C. Press. Simla.— No. 440 P. W. D,=8-7.98.—162.
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