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dings of the Government of India, in the Department of Revenue and
Botrpst VS ”ﬁfﬁ%:ﬁf—z{fa. %6.—940-5, dated the 30tk December 1897,

READ—
imi Narrative of the Famine in India in 1896-97 by T. W. Holderness, Esq.
Betimpey Deputy Secretary (Famine) to the Government of India. g

1.C.S,
Weather and Crop Reports for the various provinces published in the Gazette of

India, dated the 1st January 1898,

RESOLUTION.

Tar famine which since the close of 1896 has grievously afflicted so large
a part of India, is now virtually at an end ; and an abundant autumn harvest
and conditions favourable to the spring crops have, th_l'OUghout the greater

art of the distressed tracts, once more put the people into good heart. The
calamity, in respect of its intensity and of the area and population which it
affected, though fortunately mnot in respect of its duration, has been more
gevere than any other famine of the century, and probably than any other
whieh Indian history records. The tracts in which distress was acute or
gevere covered an aggregate area of 270,000 square miles with a population
of 50,000,000, while distress of less intensity, but which still amounted to
famine, prevailed over a further area of 83,000 square miles, with a population
of 13,000,000, Thus the area throughout which relief operations were required
was two-and-a-half times that of the United Kingdom, while the population
for whose relief they were undertaken fell only just short of double the popu-
lation of Great Britain. And there was probably no part of India in which
the poorer classes did not suffer severely from the abnormally high prices
which have obtained during the past year.

9, In coping with such a calamity the handsof the Government have
been stronger than at any previous period. Since the last famine of
comparable magnitude that afflicted the country—that of 1877-78-—the
irrigated area in which crops are reasonably secure and for which returns
exist has increased by 17 per cent., and the area watered from large works
constructed by the State from 7 to 10 million acres, while some five million

acres are watered from smaller works under Government control. In 1877 less

than 9,000 miles of railway were open. Tn 1897 the mileage exceeded 20,000 ;
and nothing in the experience of the past year has been more striking than the
froedom with which grain has passed from place to place in accordance with
fuctuations of prices, and the manner in which the prices of food staples have
maintained a general level throughout large tracts, in parts of which the
harvests have been excellent. The scarcity prices which obtained over consider~
able areas during former tamines have, except for a very short time, over very
limited tracts, and under very exceptional circumstances, mever even ‘been
approached on the present occasion ; and while the improvement of communica-
tions has probably operated to make high prices more general than they otherwise
would have been, it has certainly done much to diminish the intensity of
distress where distress was most acute. The experience of the past year has
shown that the reserve of food stocks in India is, even when preceding harvests
have been unfavourable, larger than could have been forescen; and the
oxternal help that has been afforded amounts to under 700,000 tons, of
which 600,000 were rice from Burma. In parts of the country, however,
the local reserves Wwere exhausted at an early stage of the scarcity ;
and the Government of India believe that the readiness with which the demand
thus arising was supplied from the resources of other and more favoured tracts,
is due in no small measure to the policy of absolute abstention from interfer-
ence with private enterprise, which, save in the case of very limited areas of
which the eircumstances were most exceptional, has been scrupuloasly observed
throughout. Nor is it only in material respects that the position has been
stronger now than formerly. The experience of previous famines has not been



2

thrown away ; and the approach of searcity found for the first time an organi-
sation elaborated in readiness for the strug

it was to be conducted laid down before
provinces have been subjected to
in them defeets which will
borne the trial well.

gle, and the main principles on which

hand. The Famire Codes of the _various
the severest possible test; it has disclosed
now be corrected ; but on the whole they have

3 In the relief of distress and the prevention of death from privation the
Government of this countr

¥ have incurred a direct expenditure of between
seven and eight crores of rapees ; they have distributed about two erores more in
the shape of loans for the construction of wells, for the purchase of seed and
bullocks, and for other agricultural purposes ; and they have suspended over two
crores of land revenue, of which a substantial portion will not be recovered. This
public expenditure has been supplemented by private charity of the most splendid
nature. Rs. 29,16,000 have been contributed to the Indian Famine Charitable
Relief Fu_n;l by India itself, Rs, 1,22,51,000 by Great Britain, Rs. 11,23,000 by
other British Colonies, of which more than half came from Canada, and
Rs. 2,46,000 by Foreign countries, making, in addition to valuable aifts in kind,
an aggregate of Rs. 1,65,36,000. The money has been expended in the relief of
(.hstress‘“.'hlch refused from honourable motives to accept public aid, in supply-
ing additional comforts

to the aged, the i iseasel, i iding
for children wh : ged, the infirm, and the diseasel, in provi

as deprived of their natural guardians, and (perhaps

aluable of all) in givi . art i lifa Rk
who had lost their means of i e of all) in giving a fresh start in life to thos

' in the struggle for existence. The good
thu§ dom? has beer} ncalculable, and has called foxf;;h the deepest gratitude ﬁ‘om
t!le marticulate millions who have benefited by it. Nor do the public subscrip-
tion lists by any means exhaust the tale of private liberality. Large sums of
money have been sent from various parts of the world, especially to Missionary
agencies, and have been applied to the ralief of distr

cargo of grain e

; ess. In this connection the
outributed by charitabl - et
at the expense of the Go ¥ charitable persons i
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PP ; In all, relief for one day has
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t . But the Government of India
either in theip nature or i

romptly detected _or in their extent,
4. No measures of reljp A hp PUly detected and remedied,

‘as the past i can prevent priva(;
distress, when continued for | = yeir as been ; and privation an
the death-roll, if onl o8 months fogether, must,
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y by ncreasing the susceptibilit and wo i
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of resmtanpe to disease, and b hastening thepdeceage of tl&ﬁmxﬁgsghzgg;il
term was in any case approac

ing it G s
witiol Histeest was st dideen g 1ts close. Some of the parts of India in

: . % are inhabited by passiy i :
habitually suspicious of Government interfegeg% ; :02::11;1 t;?;“{;;m f°'°§t ]I;mﬁfé
great highways along which enormous numbers of it

pass from province to

agricultural seasons afford : i

re-establishment of the
» 88 often in formep famines, by
e(:‘a;l in (tlou;xcil believes that the
as . oarly 8 twelvemonth taxed the
e administrat f i i

India, hl%s been performgcll with conspicuous success, i e 22 S e

5. No mere expen 'turg of money, however lavish 1

that success, un}ess_accompapled by untiring devotion to (iuct(;'uoi 1;‘111? seail;r%(}
those charged with its administration. The functions of t),e Supreme GoveI;nment
have necessarily been confined to providing the necessary funds when provineial
resources were exhausted, and to exercising the most genera] supervision over the
broad principles upon which relief was administered, Upon the Leads of the
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information. [ True extract. ]

DENZIL IBBETSON,
Secretary to the Government of India.
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