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No. 595 C. W.T.
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

CIVIL WORKS,
Telegraph.

Simla, the 21st QOctober 1898.

Bev_ievi of the Administration Report of the Indian Telegraph o
Department for the year 1897-98. - ;

 READ— : : . :

Letter from the Director General of Telegraphs, No. 45 T., dated “the 16th August
1898, and its enclosure, being the Administration Report of the Indian Telegraph
Department for the year 1897-98,

CAPITAL OUTLAY.

7 The capital outlay of the year amounted to Rs. 24,37,040and was distri-
buted as follows :— :

Rs.
Lines ... 21,83,644
Buildings B 1,04,311
Apparatus and Plant i 1,18,159
Stores and suspense : 49,951
24,56,065
Less—Becei;;ts on Capital Account (in-
cluding interest on Workshop
Capital) 19,025
Total we  24,37,040

Six new river cables aggregating nearly 10 miles and seven under ground
cables aggregating nearly one mile were laid during the year ; but the aban-
donment of some 16 miles of old cables reduced the total length in use by nearly
5 miles. The expenditure on buildings includes that on the new buildings at
Shillong which were subsequently destroyed by the earthquake of June 1897
‘and on the new offices at Vizagapatam, Comilla and Jalpaiguri.
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increased by no less than 1583 per: cent. The unprecedented d

per cent. in excess of the number sent in th
+ the State traffic of 1897-98

operations on the North-West Frontier,
the telegraph in conmection with such

operations the Director General of

Telegraphs compares the traffic of the past year with that of 1880-81 and
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Rs. 3
12,97,633

313,648
637,193

.o

1850-81 (Afghan war)

16,45,797

1887-88 (Burmese war)
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the past year was not entirel

increase in

~
.

1897-98 (Tirah and other expeditions) 860,382
These figures are instructive
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4'. It is observed that while fh@ pmgresswamc}‘em in _ﬂie nnmb@;;‘&?uf .
Private telegrams has been maintained there has been a falling off in the

of increase in their value. This is said to be mainly due to the intro(fiiéﬁﬁ;i" P a

of the system of delivering deferred messages by hand instead of by post as

formerly, the change having resulted in a large increase in the proportion of ..

these messages. Private traffic is said to have been stimulated during the
year by speculations in grain, silver and gold, and also by the eaithqua_ke in
June and by the milicary operations on the frontier, while on the other hand
the plague and famine by interfering with trade in some places affected the :
traffic unfavourably. The number of private Inland messages l.i'as increased

by over 94 per cent. and their value by over 77 per cent, in the last 10
years. '

In foreign pi-ivate traffic there was an increase of 53,645 messages or

786 per cent., the corresponding increase of revenue being Rs. 17,552 or 0-83
per cent, '

The Inland Press telegrams. numbered 35,910 and were valued at Rs,
1,38,691 against 26,462 valued at Rs. 1,00,939 in the previous year.

‘The Foreign Press messages numbered 5,278 and the Indian share of the
charges thereon amounted to Rs, 33,046, :

WoRKING ExPENSES.

5. The working expenses amounted to Rs, 62,66,575 equivalent to 57-35
per cent. on the gross revenue or 80-33 per cent., if receipts from ‘State and
pro formd messages be deducted, -against the corresponding percentages of
69:33 and 81°. 5 in the previous year, As the total working expenses ‘exceeded

those of 1896.97 by Rs. 51,507 the improvement shewn by these figures is very
satisfactory. » , end sl

The increase in working expenses is attributed mainly to the growth in the
operations of the Department coupled with the heavy cost of providing

additional messengers to deliver deferred messages. But another cause was
ge to telegraph buildings

the earthquake of June 1897 which did much dama
and necessitated a large expenditure on repairs,

_The following statement gives the distribution of .th.e revenue charges
during the last five years under the principal heads :—

LINE MAINTENANCE.

© Stexaruva,
o Repairs to Office ; Office
Establish. | 3. and | Stores and Total Establish- | Repairs to | stores
ment. | buildings, | mMiscella- |- g ment. | buildings. | and mis. | Total.
neous, cellaneous,
Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs, Rs.- Rs.

1893-94 ... [ 9,75,007) 4,37,270| 63,628 14,75,900135,31,694) 56,038 [9.41,120 38,28,861

1894-95 ... [10,44,014| 521,736] 63,373 16,29,12337,81,817| 53,545 2,28,733 (10,64,095

1895-96 ... 110,20,601 5,12,178| 76,691 16,18,47038,71,082| 56,515 2,37,664 |41,65,261

1896-97 ... 110,78,116/ 6,67,308| 89 93¢ 18,35,360/40,24,523) 61 581 2,93,604 43,79,708

1897-98 ... 10,09,390 6,68,998 92,882 17,71,270141,28,353 73,930 [2,93 0de 14,95,305

>

3
A
T

Skl Y10y | Tivascian Resuris.
- 6. The revenue receipts of the year were as follows :—
. l ' Rs.

M;essage revenue, including State messages ...  90,68,733
Rent of lines, ete., on railways and canals ... 14,83,382

: 9
Rent of private lines, ete. gt 1,73,24;
Sale of books, gazettes, ete.. 20,757
Miscellaneous vus i53! i) 46,84
Total ive - 3:01,92,957
News-free and other pro formd revenue 1,32,720 -
GRAND ToraL ... 1,09,25,677

The total receii)ts exceeded those of the previous year by Rs. 19,61,277,
the increase in the net revenue amounting to Rs. 19,09,770.

The revenue receipts include Rs. 29,93,478 on account of State messages,
and Rs. 1,32,720 on account of news-free and other pro formd revenue; includ-
ing the former and excluding the latter the net receipts amounted to 7:19 per

o]

cent. on the Capital outlay.

Tne financial results of the working of the Department for ‘th.e last five

years were as follows:

Year. c?'lfig;f;:}ed Chias T Mok ronbolt. P,ft:t;fl’f it
Rs. Rs. Rs.
1893-94 ... S a 79,1.8,526 53,04,761 26,13,?65 330 461
1894-95 : we | 0 79,25,103 | 56,93,218 | 22,31,885 28-2 389
1895-96 ... ..| 88,60,723'| 57,83,781 | 80,76,992 347 524
1896-97 ... | 88,40,402 ). 62,15,068 |  26,25,424 2079 434
1897-98 - | 1,07,92,957 | 62,06,575 | 45,26,382 41°94 719
E &
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_The high percentage of net to gross revenue and the highmm
outlay are very satisfactory results, obtained ina year of many difficul
afford ample testimony to the high state of efficiency to whmhere :
of the Department has been brought. Excluding the State traffic rece s
net revenue was equivalent toa return of 244 per cent. on ‘ch[ﬁ‘tgl‘oﬁtia’}’fi

compared with 287 perecent. in the previous year and 2:98 per Béﬁﬁ}‘ﬁe;ff%t 'A

on record, in 1895-96. _ _ : g T St

) iR

& 4 signcwside o He Sption
SPEED OF TRANSMISSION. = 3 i

LA b wrel pnnt T ol
7. The average time taken in the transmission of telegrams (excluding
deferred) over some of the principal main routes during the last five years

is tabulated below. The mean of the average time intervals wdé"‘sl.igﬁiﬁy\

higher than in the preceding year :

1893-04. | 1804.95. | 1895.96. | 1896.97. | 1897-08,
Section B e — -
H| M !B |M|B|M|H|M|B]|NM

Calcutta to Karachi i } 1ol o|27| ole2| 0|25 ofs2
l 750 it o 38 | 38

Karachi to Calcutta : 0|14 0/15| of11| 0|12| 018
Caleutta to Bombay 0/32/°0/2 | 02| 0[24] 01383
vid Nag-| 1,283 , ;

Bombay to Calcutta pur. ' 0127] 0927| 0/21] .0 ‘25‘_ 0 .24 :
Calcutta to Madras } | 03] 0|2 | 0|22]| 0|25{ 0|30
: 1,181 :
Madras to Caleutta 1) 7 | o|e8| o|1w] of10] ofes| of17
Madras to Bombay } 04251 0121 | 0419016 }:0}|17
796 : :

Bombay to Madras AR ) B 0(®3] 02 0)21] 0]3838 023
Bombay to Karachi } 02 ] 0f23| 0]19| 0f21| 0|2

: 840 ! £
Karachi to Bombay G000 317 00 90 b AT 014110
Rangoon to Calcutfa 1) 1oos] O[] Of38 | 0 55| 028 | ol 53
1,003 ,

Calcutta to Rangoon i) 0432 0|26 0[28| 0 |22| 0|41,

Mean of averages 0| 27 02881 0 1221.0 /221 50 |26

The falling off in speed between €alcutta and Rangoon is due to ‘the des-
truction of cables and lines by the earthquake of June 1897 and the damage

~ done by the cyclone néar Chittagong on 24th October. The ir‘lcreasé. in the

length of State messages, the great pressure under which the lines were worked
during the year owing to frontier operations and other exceptional causes
account for the falling off in speed on some of the other routes.

. G ENERAL.,

8. On the 31st December 1897 there were 1,526 subscriber; and 1,502
exchange connections to the Telephone Companies at Bombay, * Calcutta,
Karachi, Madras, Moulmein, Rangoon and Ahmedabad. There were also 41
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,,miiaﬁgel and 357 éxeh’a'ngé. connections under the control of the Telegraph
- Department. ;

9. The experiments in connection with simultaneous transmission on the
same wire of Morse and Vibrator signals were continued with eonsiderable

- success, and large numbers of messages were transmitted in this way.

10. The land route to China vié Bhamo was interrupted for about 150 days

_in the aggregate. The interruptions, which occur almost entirely in the Prov-

ince of Yunan, have driven off what little traffic there was.

~11. There was, however, a marked improvement in the working of the Indo-
Siam routes, resulting in a material strengthening of the communication between
India and the Far East.

12 From 1st August 1897 a new agreement was entered into with the
Kashmir State for the interchange of telegrams between the British and
Kashmir State telegraph systems. This is to continue in force for five years.

13. The revised rules for foreign telegrams, adopted by the International
Telegraph Conference held at Budapest in June and J aly 1896, took effect from
the 1st July 1897. Someé of the reductions in the rates arranged at this Con-
ference took effect from the 1st of January 1897, but the reduced rates only
came into force on the 1st July 1897 from India to Malacca, Singapore, Sumatra,

. the Celebes, etc., Egypt (except Suakim) »id Suez, Persia vid Bushire, Russia

(European) and Russia (Asiatic) vi¢ Teheran, and finally to Japan, the last
named reduction being one in which the Bombay mercantile community was
much interested.

14. From the same date the Eastern, and Eastern Extension, Telegraph
Companies notified their acceptance of press telegrams at reduced rates to Egypt,
Cyprus, Perim, Aden, Obock, India, Penang, Singapore, Labuan, Java, Cochin
China, Tonkin, Annam, Manilla, and the cable offices in China and Australia
at the ports of landing of the cables. The Eastern and South African 'Oompany
and the African Direct Telegraph Company made a similar notification as
regards their cables. From the 1st February 1898 reduced rates for Press tele-
grams have also been introduced for certain places in Brazil, Uruguay, Argen-
tina, Chili and Peru.

15. A cable has been laid by the Direct West India Cable Company
‘hetweefl Bermuda and Jamaica touching at Turk’s Island, thus providing a
divect cable route, with its stations entirely in  British territory, for telegrams
exchanged between the United Kingdom and Jamaica. The Bastern Telegraph
Company has laid a cable of 708 miles between Vigo and Gibraltar.

16. With a view to establishing telegraphic connection between the Island
of Lucon and the Islands of Negros, Panay and Zebu, in the Philippine group,
the Eastern Extension Company has laid cables for the Spanish Goyernment
from Manilla (Lucon) to Capiz (Panay) from Iloilo (Panay) to Bacolod (Negros)
and from Escalante (Negros) to Tuburan (Zebu). The cableoffices on the Islands

of Panay and Negros, respectively, are connected by land lines belonging to the
Spanish Government.
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17. Tne Japanese Government has abalmhed its Tmlx .
office of correspondence, which comprised the Postal and Teleg
and has estabhshed in its stead two separate departments, namely,
Kyoku, or Direction-General of Post Offices, and the Denmu
tion-General of Telegraphs. . i |

18. The line connecting Mergul w1th Thayetclmun" was comi on
30th April 1898. The question of its extension to chtorla Point is imder
consideration. 4.

3 3

19. An arrangement was made w1th the Eaktern Telegraph ﬂnmpany_

under which, during the _monsoon, daily messages were recelved from the ﬁay.
chelles, and some long special messages froin the Cape, Maunnus and Zan:

bar, giving information as to the progress of the monsoon and the meteorologiml

conditiors prevailing in the Indian Ocean.

20. The Government of Indxa desire to record then' appmcxatmn of tlm
services rendered by Mr. W. F. Melhuish, Deputy Director General, who retlre&
on the 25th May 1897, of Mr.C. E. Pitman, O.LE., Chief Superintendent,
Punjab Division, and of Mr. L 'I‘rumnger, Chief Telegraph Officer, Tirah
Expeditionary Field Force. The services of other officers of the Department
which have been mentioned in paragraph 86 of the Director General’s report
have also been noted with satisfaction. - - & ' by

21. The Admmlstratlon Report was received from the 'Dlrector General of
Telegraphs on the 18th August 1898, a week earlier than last year. Ithas been '
_carefully prepared and contains a record of results, obtained in an eventful
year presenting more than the usual number of difficulties, which in the
opinion of the Governor General in Council reflect great credit on the admin-
istration of the Director General, Mr. C. H. Reynolds, C.1.E., and on the Work
of the officers serving under him. :

-~

OrDER.—Ordered that a copy of this Review be forwarded to the Director
General of Telegraphs for mformatxon

Also that copies of the Review with Report be forwarded to the Secretary

The Governments of Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the North-Western Provinces of State’ the Home
and Oudh, the Punjab and Burma. 4 Department of the
The Chief Commissioners of the Central Provinces, Assam an oorg.
" The Residents at Hyderabad and in Mysore. o Government of Iﬂdla,
The Agents to the Governor General in Central Indm, Rn]putsnl and Baluch-  the Local Governments,
- and Administrations

noted on the margin, and to the Government of Ceylon, for information.

Ordered also that the Rew iew be pubhshed in Part Tof the Gazelte of
India.

7 Wpevtun

Jomt Secy. to the Govt. of Indxa.

®

G. C. Press, Simla.~No, 1126 P, W, D.— 25:1008.~300.
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