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Famine-relief Works.—Reviewing the pme of — for 1898-99 submitted by the

Collector of Tanjore.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
(REVENUE SEITLEMBNT, Lanp RecorDS AND AGRICULTURE.)

Reap—the following letter from W. B. AYLING, Esq., Acting Collector of Tanjore,
to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Land Records
and Agriculture, dated Vallam, 2nd April 1898, Dis. No. 1427-Rev. :—

I have the honour to submit a programme of famine-relief works for 1898-99, as
required in B.P., No. 411, dated 7th June 1892.

9. In view to the fact that the deltaic portion of the distriet is protected and not
liable to scarcity or famine, the programme has been prepared only for the non-deltaic
portion, covering—

(1) the portion of the Tanjore taluk lying to the south of the Trichinopoly-
Tanjore Railway line; and : '

(2) the whole of the Pattukkdttai taluk—vide B.P., No. 691, Revenue Settle-
ment, dated 21st October 1892, Such of the works in the last year’s list, as lie in the
delta out of the reach of the tracts they are designed to protect, have accordingly been
excluded, and new and suitable works to the amount of Rs. 14,63,000 lying in the
portions likely to be affected have been substituted. In the case of estimates for road
works, the amounts provided for cartage have been separated and only the amounts
available for expenditure on famine labour are shown in the programme as directed in
paragraph 4 of G.O., No. 604, Revenue, dated 21st July 1897. The programme
provides for works in the Tanjore taluk to the amount of Rs. 11,02,713 sufficient to
give employment to the whole of the population of the non deltaic part of the taluk
concerned for three mounths at As. 1-4 per head per diem, and in the Pattukkéttal
taluk for Rs. 6,86,100 sufficient to give employment to 33:7 per cent. of the population
of that taluk for the same period.

3. Of the 132 irrigation works out of repair in the Tanjore taluk, provision is

- made for the repair of 116, the remaining 16 works having to be executed under
kudimaramat. Of the 107 irrigation works out of repair in the Pattukkéttai taluk
provision is made for the repair of 96 works. No provision is made in regard to thé
remaining eleven works, as their investigation has not been completed by the Tank
Restoration Scheme Party. No provision is made for well-sinking under the Loans
Acts in the Pattukkdttai taluk for reasons given in paragraph 3 of this office letter
No. 681, dated 1st April 1895, disposed of in B.P., No. 115, dated 6th May 1895.

4. No forest fencing is proposed for reasons stated in paragraph 5 of this office
letter, No. 203, dated 3rd April 1893, printed in B.P., No. 132, Revenue Settlement
dated 14th April 1893. )

5. Seven of the road works marked with an asterisk and put
aggregating Rs. 84,500 are really unsuited for famine-relief worlics ig;)swu:lu(fﬁra:utrgz
total approximate cost of the said works is Rs. 3,865,000, and the difference would be
expended in such way as to afford no relief to famine coolies.

6. The details of the provision made in the programme are given below :—

Works Aot i

rupees.
Construction of 14 new irrigation works 1476
Repairs to 212 old irrigation works ... ... .. .. .. 52
Construction and metalling of roads (301 miles) s Rk 160
Repairs to old roads—5 works & 4 " 12

Construction of works for the impro.vement. of (i;inking . water-

supply—44 works ... . 15

Cons ruetion of other miscellaneous works including si s
with the aid of State loans—8 works g sinking of wells

s oo ses DRy '74
Total ... 17-8;,

——
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This is sufficient to provide employment for 57-8 per cent. of the total population
for the period of three months. It has to be observed in this connection that in times
of absenee of demand for their labour, a large mumber of the cooly classes in the
upland portions of the district migrate themselves to Ceylon, Straits Settlements, &e.,
in'quest of employment, and in this qlrcumstance the provisions in the programme
may be held sufficient for a longer period than three months.

7. Estimates are reported to be ready for Rs. 1,11,700 or 6 per cent. of the total
rovision. The Executive Engineer, Negapatam, states that, as his division staff was
geéuted ‘on famine duty and did not return till late in December last, their time has
been fully taken up in working out the year’s grants, but that they have been in-
structed to take up the famine-relief works immediately. With reference to the
instructions in B.P., No. 115, Revenue Settlement, dated 6th May 1595, I have
requested the Public Works Department and Local Fund Engineering officers
concerned to bring as many more works as possible on the sanctioned scale at an

early date.

Rresorurion—No. 213, dated 18th June 1898.

The abstract of the programme of famine-relief works for 1898-99 received from
the Collector of Tanjore will be submitted for the information of Government.

2. The programme is for the non-deltaic portion of the district—the only part
considered liable to famine. Details of the various classes of works proposed and the
amounts provided for them are given in paragraph 6 of the Collector’s letter. The
total provision made is Rs. 17,88,313 and it is calculated to afford employment for
three months to 57-9 per cent. of the population.

3 Tstimates are stated to be ready for only 6 per cent. of the total provision.
This low percentage is attributed to the deputation of the Negapatam Executive
Engineer’s Division staff to famine duties till late in December. Now that the staff
has returned to its ordinary duties, it may be hoped that the deficiency will be made
up in the next year’s programme.

4. Notwithstanding the Board’s remarks in paragraph 3 of its Proceedings,
No. 392, dated 22nd May 1897, it would seem that not a single work has been added

to the sanctioned list in the present programme.
5. Of the seven road works referred

Amount  t0 in paragraph 5 of the (ollector’s letter,
Mo & e 2 o svilslle 1 a4} only one case (metalling road from
3 - or . . ; A
o PR O famine  Arantangi to Aiyangudi on road No. 19)
relief.  in the Pattukkéttai taluk does the work
. B8, RS. provide much employment for famine
Tanjore taluk. . .
i : relief ; in the other cases by far the
1. Gravelling road No. 8 from Tanjore :
o Oretabad 16 milos .. " 30000 9,000 greatest portion of the allotment made for
Patiukkétiai taluk. them is not, as is shown in the margin,
3. Motalling road from Pattukkittai to available for the purpose of relief. The
Adirampatnam and to Mannér- '
ke ol b scarcity of stone and gras{el, no doubt,
8. Gravelling road No. 8 from Pattuk- makes it very hard to devise any useful
kéttai to Oratanad, 14 miles 45,000 7,000 d k table £ h 1 £
4. Gravelling road No. 75 from Aran- road-work suitable for the employ ment o
tangi to Nagaram, 12 miles $ 48,000 16,000 1
5. Metalling road fr('n_n Kattumavadi 4 famine labour. s ¥ : 3
to Arantangi, Il miles .. .. 50,000 19,000 6. The following mistakes and omis-
6. Gravelling road from Arantangi to . . . 3
Avadaiyarkoil, 9 miles 90000 8500 sions are noticed in the programme : —
Total .. 3,68,000 74,600 Statement A.—(a) In the Tanjore

taluk, item 1 under new roads in the last
year’s programmme, referred to in para-
graph 1 of the Collector’s letter disposed of in B.P., Mis. No. 8668, dated 23rd
October 1897, is omitted. without remark, in the oresent programme.

(5) In the Pattukkéttai taluk, the new roaa in item 2 is described as road from
Pattukkétiai to Oratanad, whereas, in paragraph 3 of the Collector’s letter last referred
to, it is described as road No. 8 (Tanjore to Pattukkdttai) from Tanjore o Oratanad.
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(True Copy and Extract.)

(9) The totals in columns 2 and 3 are omitted.,

Secretary.

R. V. SRINIVASIAR,

(Signed)

, Revenue Department

tary to Government

To the Secre

XIANHIdY

Tanjore.
vtending Engineer, V Circle,

Collector of Tanj
Superi

”
»

Eaxd. P. Seetharam.




'PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

 READ ‘i’roceedings of the Board of Bevenne'mv"nue Settlenent,&c,

No. 218 Pressgated the 18th June 1858.

ORDER THEREON, No 2988 1HE8 | gated the »

Becordoed.

(True Extract) '

Vox Fn&t S?cniary to Government.

{

ko - 4 Revenue Mthmenb,‘&o; |
The Board of Reven f P e
The Public Works Departuent.

The Local & lunicipal Dapte
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