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Local and Municipal Department,

PRICEEDINGS OF YHE MADRAS GOVERNMNEN Y |

1 Read the following papers: -~

¥rom the Chairman,Municipal Council, Kumbakonam, fo, 674,
dated 19th October 1897,

In forwarding the accompanying resolutions of the Council
for such orders as “Government may deem proper, I have the honour
to bring the following facts to the consideration of Government:-

1, Yhe work that is meant to be carried out at a cost of & such
a large outlay as & €880 is for the benefit of the inhabitants of

13 houses in Reddy Row’s tank,North side at the Present time,

1 8, For varilous reasons this work was not put in hand during
the last financial year and the provision made in the budget of L

that year had lapsed.

by

3. A new allotment has to be # made for the same as no fundg
are provided in the current year’s budget,

4 The finances of this Council as far aBéforecaSt may be
made Jjust now are such as not to allow of' such 2 wWork being under-
taken during the year for the following reasons:-

(2) A gross income of 3 38,000 was expected fron tolls: at
the sale the highest bid was only for I’ 84,400, |
(D) The ¥Professional tax under the new Act would be about

three~fourths of the estimated income which has been put down at ¥
% 11,000, | ;

(c) ¥he opening balance was according to the budget of pre- é
vious years not les:s than M 20,000, but acdording to this year it ﬁé
vas only % €750 with a liability for works executed in March last, ¢
and pald for in subsequent months to the extent of s 3000, |

(d) Under minor items such as these of narkets, slaughter

houses &c there has becn a deficit of % 830 against a budget esti-

mate of & 4,100,
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(e} ¥he expected increase in the ¥ax on buildings on Which
Mgihe council depends cannot yet be regarded .as realised as it is not
possible to tell how many appeals would be preferred and what re-
ﬁissions'WOuld be granted by the Council, As a matter of fact,the
-house tax bills for the current financial year have not been is-
sued pending the remigsier revision which was completed only a few

days ago by the special Deputy Collector,

B. In deflerence to the wishes of the sanitary CommisSionér
who has been repeatedly calling the attention of this bbuncil to
the cheapness and use{ulness of the Vizagapatam Filter in general
and also to the Suggegéons of Surgeon Cgptain We C. Vickers ,
special Qommissioned of'ficer on Mahamakhan duty din particular, I
caused the present filter to be built immediately éfter the Mahama,
~kham festival and the filter is warking satisfactorily, Yo nake
it:complete success, all that is required is to acquire a portion

of land near the drain to serve as a sewage farm. It may be urged

that though it works well now, in the rainy weather it might prove
a failure. But that has to be proved again, A fair trial may be 42

allowed to the filter during the whole of the current of the Jeaf f.%

and if it does prove failure (which I very much doubg ) it will
then be time to think of some costlier plan,

[ﬁ] €. Yhe Ganitary Commissioner may again be consulted as
also the Sanitary Engineer and some cheaper method of ddsposal of
sewage devised., :

Ze If it 1is found impossible to think or nothing else for ¥
the mitigation of the nuisance then the pg plan already pPrepared
by the Sanitary Engineer may be adOpted. 3

8. 1 an personally not averse to doing anything that may ;’
conduce to the improvement of the health of the people, All that T
plead for is when a work can be done at a cheaper rate and all the
benefits too .of the costlier schene theréby derived, there is no
need to 1aunch into a large expenditure of money especially at a

time when the finances of* the Gouncil‘are of' dubious elasticity,
9. I may point out the necessity of rirst attending to the

waterlogged
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. a del
ém . 3 A sum of N 3800 has becn voted from an allotment in the
‘ﬁ-'rént»year’s pudget: the provision of & 3780 in next year’s bud- ;
‘. o difficulty, but there is no reason to
get may be qbatgerpfo some ) : _ |
‘bubt its possiqgity. ¢ “

4. In his second letter the Chairman has corrected the mis-
statement in his first regarding the number of houses for which

the scheme is intended. However it is a question not so much of

the number of houses immediately benefited as of the desirability
of removing at least one plague spot from the town. The Council
has steadily supported this scheme ever since 1898, and I do not

think it should be rejected or deferred, becauSe* there are other

places also calling for attention,

5. I sympathise with the Chairman’s desire not to speﬁ& more
money than is necessary; but the effectiveness of any cheaper re-
medy is #eryfdoﬁbtful}¥A1W§nﬁﬁwmﬁ%nai'ipgﬁbction, I cannot assent
to the Chairman’s view that the existihé VYizianagram filter is

“wofking satisfactorily " that is if it is meant to imply that it
diminishes the nuisance to any marked extent., The sewage after |
pagsing through the filter still stinks abominably, and as thereg ?

is no outlet it lies stagnating by the side of the street.

€. Al the same time there is a stréng conflict of opinion
on certain points of the sanctioned scheme, between the Executive
Engineer and the Sanitary Engineer to Government, It is not for m
me to offer an opinion on professional matters, but I enclose e e®
copy of the last letter written by Mr. Norfor on the subject sub-
sequent to the date of G.0, o, 3238 W dated 16th August 1897, It
would be well to have these points finally settled before commen-

cing the work.

Copy of a letter from the Executive Engineer, Tanjore,to the
superintending Engineer Vﬁh Circle Madras dated 14th November 189%7
No. 3831.

With reference to G.0. No. 23838 W/ 16-8-97, I have the
honour to state that the work will be carried out as sanctioned,

put I would beg to offer the following remarks on Mr., Jones’ Mo,
o 4 50th March 1897, published with the above quoted G,0,

and
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out of 18 months during which time there can be no baling of sew-

agoe.
6. Provided K the banks of these channels are raised above

v
Mlﬁ\EL I an not very kech on raising the overflow level to 87.00,
If they are made as designed, they will be breached every year and
will be an endless source of trouble; in fact these channels would
be ho longer channels or " discoverable " as such,

e I am unable to follow Mr. Jones in the latter part of
paras 3.

B It was not my intention that the overflow channel banks
only should be raised, but the outfall channel banks also. It
would, of course, be useless raising one and not the other, I am of
opinion that as the place where the well and &he filter bed are to
be built is a small tank in the irrigation season, no sewage water
should be allowed in it, but that such water should be carried pi
rigﬁp away into a flowing stream, which could be done if ny section
of' channel be adopted. There is also a pond close by. Why contamim
-nate 1t unnecessarily® a point I omitted to notice in my previous
letters, I now beg to notice, and that is that whatever section of
channei is adopted it should not interfere with the drainage over
which it passes and for this purpose, one or two earthenware pipes
would Dbe reduired.

94 Mr, Jones’ plans have been drawn up without the point of
water levels being considered at all, proved by the fact that he

has not shown any water levels on them,

Endorsement of the Collector of Yanjore,Ref on Cur. No.350/M1
dated 8th January 1898,
Forwarded,

8, Since receiving the Chairman’s 19tter I have inspected
the lbcality,'and have consulted the Executive Engineer Mr, Norfor
who very kindly showed me the plans and explained the same. At ny
request he also consulted the Sanitary Engineer a few wecks ago ¥
when the latter passed through ¥anjore, ané I understand from Mr,
Norfor that Mr. Jones sees the force of Mr. Norfor’s objections teo
certain details of the gcheme as at present drawn up and he will

o
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no doubt e glad to consider the objections if Mr. Norfor’s letter

Afo. 3881 dated 14th september 1897 to the Superintending Engineer
is sent to the Sanitary Board. The letter was not forwarded to the
government as the Superintending Engineer considered it unnecessary

already
Government havin%éyassed-final orders on the scheme.

to do S0,

5. The main objections raised by MNr. Norfor to the present
scheme as disclosed in his letter of September, as well as -- I be
~lieve -- in another letter to the superintending Engineer, are
the following:-

(1) owing to the level of the surrounding paddy fields, and
to the low level of the bank of the proposed channel, leading from.
the sewage filter, the sewage (unfiltered as well as filtered ) #I
will mix with the drainage from the surrounding fields, and nuch
of tﬂiidrainage water will be carried off in the channel meant for
sewage alone, and -- what is far worse -- much of the sewage (un-
filtered and filtered) will mingle with that drainage and conta-
minate a pond close by and also ( I have no doubt) make its way
to meny other places. This will happen not only during high floods
but constantly for about six months, during every year of average
rainfall,

(2) The surrounding drainage will during theﬁhéby season fg
frequently find its way into the sewage well,instead of the sewage
f£inding its way from the well into the filter bed.

(3) The banks of the proposed channel from the filter bed
will be subject to frequent breaches.

(4)  ¥he filtered sewage water —- mized with much that is un
—filtered as above noted -- will £ind its way into the " Varaka"
a large masonry tank in the town, On the morning of my inspection
I saw a number of people washing their clothsg and pathing in this
tank, and the Chairman informérme that people take this water
home for cooking purposes, and +kem there is no‘guarantee‘that
they do not drink it unboiled; in fact it may be assumed as pretiy
certain that they do. The Sanitary Commissioner has strong views
as to the danger of cholera spreading from polluted tanks in which

people
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or wash, even if they do not drink the water. The
1 Ghairman also informs me that a section of the community attaches

ssome importance to the tank on account of its sanctity. It appears
to me therefore most unwise to execute a work which will result in
polluting with sewage a tank,the water of which is used for bathing
washing and domestic purpbsgs. It might be urged that the tank
ghould be absolutely closed to the public, but the extent to which
any magést- magisterial order would be permanantly effective is

problematical, and I see no need for polluting the tank at all,as
Mr. Norfor proposes another way of carrying off the sewage,Viz ae
across g#g# a channel whence it might be conveyed to another drain-
age channel,or--better still if possible -- to a sewage farn,scarce
-1y any of the correspondence has passed through my office, and I
do not know if the Sanitary Commissioner is aware of “h# this last
objection to the schene.,

4. As regards the Chairman’s remark on the Vizianagram filter

I agree to a very great extent with the Sub-Collector, When ¢ I

saw it:?ew weeks ago, even the Ciltered sewage emitted an offensive
smell., Though that might be largely minimised in a manner suggested
to me by the Civil Apothecary who was present, and I an writing to
the Chairman to see if this can be done, The Vizianagranm filter
system, however, in my-epihieh any case, mitigates rather than
removes the nuisance, and should not be taken as a satisfactory g
substitute for a proper system of sewage drainage.

5. I beg to refer to the marginally noted references on the
Kumbakonam Municipal Chairman’s letters
No., 760, dated 29th November 13897,and
7%%, dated 3rd December 1897 Torwarded

with my endorsement on cur. Nos, 339& 547/l to have schemes for the
of 97 dated 84th December 97 and 29th

December 1897.)

Proposal of the Council

watersupply and drainage
prepared at once. I do
not know if thisgpresent scheme will fit in with the whole. If not,
possibly the result might be that this scheme would, in the long
rum, be money and labour wasted. The sanitary Engineer might bg
asked to consider this point, if he did nol do so when he framed

the schemne.
€. Mr, Norfor has informed me that ibai the scheme does not

provide
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provide for flushing the drains., The Sanitary Engineer might pe
a.s'ked for his remarks on this point also, :
7. In writing the above remarks, it should be borne in ning
that I have written without any pretensions to understanding the
géhbﬁé as a professional offiicer, and it may be that I have in some —
points misapprehended Mr, Norfor or the scheme itself, or T may

have expeessed mnuself in a very unscientific manner,
: kel

¥rom the Sanitary Board, lNo. 2€8/8., dated 28th April

o Read the following (=
G.0. No, 868 M, dated 14th March 1898,
,rrom the sanitary Engineer to Government Ho.3€68,dated

3lst March 1898,

Resolution

In the first paper read above the Government refers
to the Sanitary Board for remarks the proposald for a drainage
scheme for the town of Kumbakénam made by the Chairman of the Muni
-cipality and the observations thereon by the Sub-Collector and~ihQ-J
Collector,

s, The Chairman refers to thi#s matter in bPara, €8 of his re-
port. He there says that the Council has resolved to raise a loan
of & 35,000 for the purpose of carrying out the following.among
other sanitary works.,

(1) The sewage of (a) The Patnulgar quarter,
(p) Solayappaiudali street.
(2) Subsidiary drains leading to main drainage channels,

5. He proposes that‘filterS’and sewage farnms Be-established
in selected blocks of the town as funds become available; the
blocks to be so arranged that they can be afterwards connected by

sewage
underground pipes with a generalzscheme.

)

4, The sub-Collector agrees with the suggestion of arranging

separate blocks, and leaves to the Sanitary Department the duty or

seeing that the detached schemes are not nutually inconsistent
-
5. The Collector begs to refer to the wider question of the

investigation
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