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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Buildings and Roads.
Civil Works.

Reap—the following papers :—

. W. WOOD, Esq. Executive Engineer, West Coast Division, to the
mesgperintending l,ingi(xlxéer, IV Cirele, dated 19th May 1898, No. 249.8.E.

ar No. 203, dated 7th May 1898, I have the honour to forward
herev?izhreglgo;gegszd gection of the proposed road from Ariakode to Kaniparamba.
’ lance that it passes through a very difficult country.

9. You will seeata g ;
om the north bank of the Beypore river at a point

ad commences fr " le L
oppo:)i};eTtlcl)eAl;'%akode. The river here is wide and deep in times of flood.

4. For the first 23 miles it follows the line of an old local fund road, which con-
tinues and joins the W ynaad road about 9 miles from Cal_lcut. ; :
5. At about 33 miles the road will have to cross a hill nearly 100’ high and zig-
zags in hard cutting will be necessary to secure a gradient of 1 in 15, which I have

he ruling gradient. There will be a long and steep descent on the other

t
pdopted 88 B3c K0, 08 babout 41 miles. This paddy fiat has to bo crossed. At the

ide to a 34 " ' .
;;loiit whetga’(clhe road strikes the paddy flat, the M.F.L.1s about 9’ above field level,

(this M.F.L. has probably been fixed too low). ;
6. From this paddy flat to the 5th mile the line is easy, but’ at 5 miles ?&IO}?}]IGJ%I'
paddy flat has to be crossed in which the field level is about 20’ below the ! 'f 1 s
which backs up from the Beypore river. This paddy flat and the next stretch o f ow
ground divided from it by a narrow ridge is more than a mile long; 1618 gathered rom
Tocal enquiries that a high flood lasts sometimes for a week. g
7. At 6 miles theline crosses the Kulimadu river which in times of maximum
flood will have a depth of nearly 30'; its width is 240"; so that a bridge is out of
the question even if the road in the last mile were carried on a bank above M.F.L.

8. From about 61 to 63 miles is the most difficult piece of work on the Whole,
line. The road will have to ascend a steep hill, descend on a paddy flat about 20
below M.F.L., and ascend a very difficult laterite hill on the other side.

9. At 7 miles there willalso be a very steep descent on hard laterite cutting down
to another paddy flat about 14’ below M.F.L. in the Beypore river.

10. At 81 miles it joins the existing Kaniparamba-Calicut road about 2 mile
#rom Kaniparamba Police station.

11. T have taken out an estimate for this road, allowing for a formation width of
13Y, catch drains 1’ wide at bottom and 3’ at top; slopes of cutting 3 to 1, of
embankments 1 to 1, and only allowing for banks from about 5’ to 8’ above the paddy
flats and the estimate comes to Rs. 20,000.

12. Omitting the bridge over the Kulimadu river which at a rough guess would
cost Rs. 50,000, about thirty culverts and fifteen road dams would be required and the
cost of these would probably be about Rs. 15,000.

' 13. Thus, the cost of this road 9 miles long, of which about 13 miles in times of
flood will be under water for indefinite periods, will be somewhere about Rs. 40,000.
The cost alone is to my mind more than sufficient to condemn it. On aceount of the
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large proportion that is at a steep gradient, haulage will be difficult ; and for the same
reason with the addition of long embankments that will be submerged in flood time
the cost of‘maintenance will be very heavy.

14. There are also other 'objectio.ns. In the first place, I don’t see where the
traffic is to come from which would justify the expenditure of even a half or a quarter
of the amount of my estimate. :

15. Ariakode, which I take to be a village of no great importance (it has not a
post office), is situated on the south bank of the Beypore river. I think I am right in
saying that in all months of the year there is water communication with Fertk and
Calicut. I have myself travelled by boat down to Ferok in the months of April and
May and I have no doubt that the river will always be the sole trade route.

16. As to its accessibility by other means, it is situated on the road from Calicut
to Nilambir, and is 27} miles distant from the former.

" 17. The route from Calicut is vi¢ Kondétti and to this place the road is in good
order ; from Kondétti to Ariakode the distance is 10 miles and the District Board
District Engineer informs me that on the whole the road is in good order and has
easy gradients. There is one broken bridge and three culverts which require
reconstruction. :

18. The District Board District Engineer has given me a statement of the amount
required to put this road into first-class order metalled throughout, and his figure is
Rs. 56,000, of which Rs. 46,500 is required for the reconstruction of the bridge and
culverts. I imagine this estimate could be considerably reduced.

19. There is also another route to Ariakode from Calicut, viz., from the Wynaad
road vid Manasheri. The distance by this way is 25} miles and the road ends on the
north bank of the river opposite Ariakode. 1t is the last 23 miles of this road that the
line now proposed follows. ,

20. This road is in good order to Manasheri, 183 miles. In the last seven
miles, according to a statement furnished by the District Board District Engineer, seven
culverts require reconstruction at a cost of Rs. 4,000. The cost of putting the whole
seven miles into first-class order he estimates at Rs. 16,000. T'his figure, I take it, is
susceptible of considerable reduction, as the road is reported to be in fair order with a
ruling gradient of 1 in 18. Both these estimates allow for granite metalling 16
wide. I should have a gravelled road 13}’ wide which would be quite sufficient for
the traffic.

91. Besides these two means of getting at Ariakode from the west, there is a
good road from Manjeri, which is the head-quarters of the Ernad taluk, in which
Ariakode is situated.

92. The Calicut-Nilambtir road, after passing Ariakode, goes on to Edawanna, a
distance of 8 miles, and in this portion one large and one small bridge require recon-
struction at a cost of Rs. 57,000 and Rs. 3,800, respectively, as estimated by the District
Board District Engineer. The total cost of repairs, including reconstruction of bridges
and metalling, comes to Rs. 76,000. This road is the old route to the Nilgiris vid
Nilambidr and the Karkur ghdt and the restoration of the Konddtti-Ariakode and
Ariakode-Edawanna links in the chain would be a great benefit to the district. The
distance from Calicut to Nilambdr v/é Ariakede and [idawanna is 43 miles, 5 fur-
longs, whereas the route by Manjeri and Edawanna is about 47 miles, and of this route
the last portion from Hflawanna to Mambat has only recently been available for traffic;
three months ago the route was by Manjeri and Wandur 51 miles. A fallen bridge
having been constructed in the last year. y ,

93. 1 think I have demonstrated that Ariakode is fairly accessible from all
quarters both by road and river, and [ am quite convinced that it wonld be much better
policy to spend money on the in;m@#lé?%%ﬂﬁib&gmdi@tes than to open
up a road through a very difficult part of the district which I do not think requires a
road, for it must be borne in mind that the line from Ariakode to Kaniparamba runs
roughly parallel to the river and at no great distance from it. Kaniparamba itself is
easily accessible from the river and I imagine the intermediate villages are equally so.
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24. T have written some paragraphs back that the maintens, hi d E 29th July 1898. )
road would be very heavy, and later I show that it will cost B,s,n (ieg(;foto(l)s t}())mr[;;szr Orper—No. 1908 W, dated : .y the papers read above, His E..xcelletnhc{ :;lll:a
i i ilgiris and is described j the route- i In the circumstances explainedin . Governor in Council conslge? maKani-
book as being bridged throughout and practicable for carts at a]] seasons. b : . tember_ Propoeal to construct a roa adr(i‘l'o 50 to
25. This proves that, for many years past, it cannot have been possible for the G.0., No. 1564, Judicial, dated 30th‘SeP em paramba po}lc% station _onu:O'm gt
District Board to find nearly sufficient money for the upkeep of the existing roads, s 1896. . Aﬁakoafdv:gadsu;:fkkamerredyto ot L
Z‘;‘tl g%ef;‘;tmfg;‘:&‘ fﬁfgtgeull)‘l’f:e;‘ght of that whenever a new road is made funds have {aluk, Malabar district, should be abaodoned. The old oas BCRRer BRI |
. el

Collector of Malabar,
26. These remarks furnish much food for reflection which is not called for now, i g8 e Mtﬁ: fz;minﬁ;:‘deg-
but I think I have demonstrated that the construction of this road, from an economic 4 g e el

point of view, is not to be recommended, and if I am asked my opinion, if it is required
from strategic point of View, my answer is in the negative.

(True Extract.)

—

No. 299 W.

Copy submitted to the Chief Engineer, Public Works De

. partment, with reference
to his memorandum No. 156 D., dated 2nd May 1898, for favour of orders, I agree

with the Executive Engineer in thinking that the construction of this road should not

Under Secretary to Government.

, : be attempted. ;
E CoIMBATORE, (Signed) A. H. GARRETT,
7th June 1898, Supg. Engineer, IV Circle.

From A. H. GARRETT, Esq., Superintending Engineer, IV Circle, to the Chief
g Engineer, Public Works Department, dated 7th J uly 1898, No. 356/W.

With reference to your memo., No. 493 D., dated the 17th June 1898, I have :
the honour to submit herewith a copy of letter, No. 165 D., dated 28th June 1898, !
from the Collector of Malabar, to the Executive Engineer, West Coast division, giving
his opinion on the abandonment of the road from Kaniparamba to Ariakode. :

The enclosures to your memorandum under reference are herewith returned. To the Superintending Engineer, 1V Circle.

Judicial Department.
R ”  Revenue Department.

EncLosurE.

From F. C. PARSONS, Esq., Acting Collector of Malabar to the Executive Engineer, West
Coast Division, dated 28th June 1898, No. 165 D.

In reply to your letter, No. 249/8.E., dated 19th May 1898, I have the honour to inform

you that the two reasons which led to the proposal to construct a road from Kaniparamba to
Ariakode were— ,

(1) The shortness of this ronte from Calicut to Ariakode, and
(2) the inacoessibility of Tirukkalliyur.

5 2. As to (1), I believe the distances from Calicut to Ariakode by the road routes are as
follows :— -
Vi6 Kaniparamba ... ... 21 miles,
V‘.d Manaﬂhel'i see e pes see ore see “es 25% ,’es
Via Konddtti oee as's sos 27% ”»

Thus the construction of the Kaniparamba-Ariakode road will notftesult in any considerable
saving of distance,

' -
3. As to (2), as the Tirukkalliyur temple is a very wellknown one and as it was the scene
of the 1884 outbreak, it is of importafice that it should be more accessible. If the Manasheri-

Ariakode road is put in order, we shall have a good road from Calicut to within 14 miles of the
tatpla, and (i will be flfishat, ' alicut to i

4.1 guite agreo with you that existing roads should be repaired before new ones are
constructed. , I would accordingly recommend that the project of constructing a road from Kani-

paramba to Ariakode be abandoned, and that the following old roads be repaired in the order in 3
which I place them :—

(a) Manasheri to Ariakode. | (6) Kondétti to Ariakode, | {¢) Edawanna to Ariakode.

gxd. T. K. Narayana Aiyangsr.
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