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Special Test Examinations. - MW&’:‘D‘*

Passing orders on letter from the Collector of Tanjore bringing to notice certain difficulties

experienced in obtaining the assistance of officers to superintend at the —, and directi the

ublication in the Fort 8t. George Gaszette of a notification amplifying the orders issued in 0.
£To. 315, Educational, dated 22nd October 18783, on the subject. A
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3. I do not consider it necessary to go into the questions of precedence and the
like raised by the District Judge and replied to by the Head Assistant Collector,
further than to say that I apprehend that probably every Revenue Divisional-officer
in the Presidency would gladly surrender the dignity, and with it the labour, of
the office of Chief Superintendent in fayour of the local Judicial officer, and accept
with pleasure the minor and much less troublesome duty of ‘“assisting”’ at the

-examinations.

4. No doubt the Distriet Judge and High Court are correct in saying that the
‘Government notification of 1873 only authorises the * Commissioner” to call on
officers of every department to ‘ superintend” these examinations, and I may go
further and say that it does not authorise even him to call on any one to ‘ assist ”’
the Superintendent. Therefore taking the notification literally, I do not see how
the Commissioner himself could—as assumed by the High Court—have called on the
District Judge to lend the services of his subordinate officers unless by way of
being joint ¢ Superintendents’ with the Head Assistant Collector who was already
appointed, and it has never been usual to have more "than one Superintendent, and T
do not see how there could, with any advantage, be more than one. - The others are

merely to assist.

5. Setting aside, however, this very technical point, I would beg orders as to
whether it is advisable to saddle the Commissioner with all the additional petty work
which the High Court would throw on him. If the services of judicial officers cannot
be lent withouta direct application from the Commissioner to the Judge, the same
procedure will have to apply to officers of the Police, Salt and Abkéri, Educational,
Public Works and Marine Departments, as they are not the ¢‘subordinates ” of the
Collector. The consequence would be that, the Commissioner would have to address
the district heads of these departments whenever he wished to utilize the services of
any of them or of their subordinates, and as there are over 20 districts, this would
mean an enormous amount of the merest red tape correspondence for that highly-paid
officer. Moreover, graver inconveniences might arise, e.g., at the last moment, one of
the selected officers, say the Executive Engineer, might find himself called away on
urgent work to repair flood damages, and it would be necessary to write or telegraph
to the Commissioner to make a requisition on some one else and for this there might
be no time as the day of examination might be at hand. It is true that these diffi-
culties have not, so far as I am aware, arisen hitherto, but that this is so has been
doubtless due to the fact that the various officers concerned have not been overcareful
to stand on their dignity. The question however having been raised, definite orders
seem necessary, and I beg to suggest that the notification of 1873 be amended in the
following manner :— ’

- After “ superintend” add “ or assist in?”; aftéer “Commissioner” add “ or
Collector or Subordinate officers deputed by him.” For ¢ Collector ” "might be
substituted “Judge” if Government considers that the duties should be &isc arged
by that officer, and to that course I would not offer the slightest objection.

6. In the above alteration, I propose to insert ¢ or officer deputed by him ” after
“ Collector ” (or Judge), as once the Collector has appointed the superintendent, it
should not be necessary to trouble him (Collector) further with details as to the local
officers who might be requested to assist. The less the correspondence in such
- routine matters the better for all concerned. = The local officers would in 99 cases out
of 100 have the sense to arrange details without troubling their superiors, and if any
superintendent were so foolish as to call on high officers, such as District J udges, to
assist, he would soon be brought to task. Only where, for an reason, they could not
arrange among themselves, would it be necessary to write to the higher officers, such
as District Judge, Collector, Deputy Commissioner or the like, . . ‘

7. One other point T must mention. It might be urged that judicial officers
should be exempted from superintending or assisting. To that I would reply that
they are the very officers whose services can best be counted on without detriment to
the public service or risk of failure at the last moment. They are always at their
head-quarters ; they can post fewer suits for days of examination, and can partly hear
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OrpEr—No. 350-A, Educational, dated 11th June 1898.

After a consideration of present requirements as brought to notice i
read above, His Excellency the Governor in Council res%lves to an(::glilfl;r ?1112 %ig:r:
notified in G.0., No. 315, Educational, dated 22nd October 1873 regarding ﬂ:
superintendence of the Special Test examinations, so that there may’ for the futur "
be no room for doubt as to the manner in which it is the intention of Gr’overnment thfé

effect should be given to the long-established practice in the matter.
2. The following notification will accordingly be published in the #urt S, George

Gazetle : —
NOTIFICATION.

His Excellency the Governor in Council desires that it may be clearly understood that it i
the duty of all qualified officers of every department of the public servi}:ae to su;e(;'intggfiftt t::
examination of candidates for Special tests held under the orders of the Commissioner for Goy-
ernment Examinations if requested by the Commissioner to do so; and that no officer is entitled

to claim any remuneration for such superintendence.
2. On the request of the Commissioner, Collectors will submit to that officer the name of an

Educational or other Government servant to be the Superintendent at any such examination held
in their districts, and also the names of Government servants to assist the Superintendent in t#e
conduct of the examination as Assistant Superintendents. At the request of the Commissioner

’

Collectors will also undertake the general supervision of such test examinations. Before
ediately under his orders as Superintendent or Assistant Superin-

nominating an officer not imm LS OT
h the Distriet Judge or other head of the department to

tendent, the Collector. will consult wi]t t Judg
dinate, and will then submit his list of selections to the Commissioner
’

which the officer is subor :
who will make the appointments by a printed letter.

(True Extract.)

S

W Secretary to Government.

To the Collector of Tanjore. ol 14
,» the Commissioner for Government Examinations.

,» all other Collectors. -
. ,, all other Heads of Departments. :
f the High Court (with C.L.).

_the Hon’ble the Judges o
:: all Departments of the Secretariat. L Q. W 'b)

Gazette. :

Exd. W. D' Moss.
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