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I The compiamt of delay in the supply of
‘ ment of Madras appears very serious, but
= ~ based has been very loosely drawn up, an
on very insufficient information. One i
second three times, and another (Item .
nor date, so that it is impossible to identify i
Item No. 5, quoted as Indeni; No. 18 of

indent for 011 engines of a s
; and received on the 27th March 1894:-
shipped in 3} months from the date of

period whmh cannot be con ‘ere& ex

Item No. 2 was a de for aspee

L 2 A specification was drawn :
e e placed w1thm three we

promised to sup ly b
deliver till rather more

rarely be a.m_;td'
“happen, strikes
reliance on
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shipped within five months of the date of the receipt of th |

Of the third indent, about two-thirds was despatcl?ed wit.lfittnl e?allill‘:ié
period, while the remaining supplies were delayed partly by the necessity
of reference to India, partly by the loss of a vessel bringing tools from
America, but mainly by default of contractors. There were on each
indent a few instances of unreasonable delay which may very fairly be
(tzon};ﬁlaufm;ll of by :}n md:ntlzlg officer, but these were due almost enti);'ely

o the failures of contractors, a  contineency i .

foreseen nor avoided. : goncy Whieh can neither be

Contracts arc made by the Store Department as s edily as ci
stances will permit after the receipt of an indent, audpf:Verg (?:nifa(;‘;mi;
carefully watched at each step of its execution, . :

It is, of course, impossible to-avoid long delays at time .
when as at present trade is very good; but no yeifort i:xsl;‘;’r:zpicmélllg
Store Department to purchase, examine, and ship goods as speedi{ as
is consistent with economy and efficiency. y
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