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Office of the'Consulting Architect
to Government, Chepauk, Madras,

9th March 1898,

C A TR Herris, Esquire,
Consulting Architect to the Government of
Madras,

The Registrar, High Court,
through the Chier Secretary to Government,,

Sir, Las s
bl 4 5

With refercnce tqyour No.id%él dated 3rd instant (through
the Chierf Secretary to Government) I have the honour to in-
form you that I Was present on Saturday at the High Court
With Mr. Molesworth from 4 1o 5-1§:§ﬁring the Artillery

Practice,

Tirst ascended to the
- Light House Tower Standing on the parapet aroung the light,
we did not feel any vibration when a shot was fired,

Y

We next stood on the roor of the building‘facing

the Battery, and the vibration was déscernable, but not,

severe,

Descending to the pPassage between the
Courts considerable shock and vibration "as felt wity a‘sharpr‘
Crushing noise - the noise being greater here than anywhere :

else,

In the back vart of the building the noige was

muffled and we could feel no vibration,

. : g i
We found no plaster detached in the Chier Courts,




but in one place some was to be sSeén cracked, though this
might have existed before tne Tiring; it is qulte Possible
that plaster has been started in Places, and that Pieces nay

.come away from time to time.

All the doors in the front of the building were
-1eft wide open, this should always be done during practlce

especially in the, portion of the building,

The position of the Chief Courts with reference to

" the position of Battery is unfavourable.and in addition the
walls on either side of the passage are considerably higher
than are the other walls, the consequence is that the fetch

' of the vibrations is greater.

On the supposition that Nno heavier charges are em-
ployed, and that only one gun is fired at one time, I am of
opinion, that no serious damage will be done to the buildings;
but the plaster will always suffer and will suffer more with
lapse of time owing to corrosion, wear and other deteriora~
tlon S0 too in a measure will the lighter portions of the
bu1ld1ngs unsteadied by superimposed materials, such as, the
parapets, and the light stone chujjahs or corniceés. There is
no large glass employed in the building,the coloured glass

is carried in leadeéd frames, and the plain consists of small

a
panes, these will not in my opinion suffer-but as stged be-
. A

fore, all doors and windows should be left opened during gun

practice.

L have &c.

(8d.) G. S. T. Harris,

Consulting Architect to Government,,

(%4 (True Copy.)

| High Court of Judicature, aZOZ(/ V4
MADRAS, ' —zm

21st March 1898. Resistrar,
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Madras, 21st Marchh898.

A. L., Hannay, Esquire,
Registrar of the High Court of Judicature,

Madras,

The Honourable Mr, A, T. Arundel,

Chief sacretary to the Government of Madras.

Honourable Siry,

With reference to the Acting Under Secretary’s
endorsement, No, 651, dated 10th March 1898, forwarding in
original, letter No. 5061 dated the 9th 1dem from the Cone
sulting Architect to the Government of Madras, reporting the
result to the fabric of the High Court from Tiring of guns

from the Light House Battery, I am directed to forward g copy
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of that letter Wlth the remark that a great many of _the small
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panés of coloured glass werqbracked by the vibration,
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I hBve the honour to be,

Honourable Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

/. H. :
L o

Registrar, &
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