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To the Chief Engineer for Irrigation, with statement.
Copy to the Collector of Madura. 3

Q& Band 20 3

Read—the following Tetter from W. HUGHES, Esq., ngineer for
to the Secrctary to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement, Lax
“and Agriculture, No. 78-M., dated Madras, 8th March:

In reply to your Reference, dated 19th January 1897, on oar
of 1897, 1 have the honour to remark that it is the duty of t
Department to attend to the general periodical repalrpozf the Nila
connected tanks. There remains the eonstruction and ma nan:
clearance of the head of the channel and regulation
these the last is the only one which goes on constant
and it seems to me thaf its necessities should r rula
ment permanently entertained. The other works have to
completed quickly, but there will be no adequate means of

the money is spent on establishment. The ryots cannot be e y their
and also find labour for the maintenance of the Korambu a mnel head.  For
these reasons I beg to suggest that the proposals be re-considered, the establishment

being reduced to a minimum and the rest of the funds held available for work
other than distribution. The Collector does not state whether his intention was that
the expenditure of the cess should be entrusted to the Revenue or Public Works
Department. The Executive Kngineer ‘is strongly in: favour of the latter and

the Superintending Engineer agrees with him.

e s

B»f;axenoe on the above, dated 23rd‘mh 1897 : ; e

Before obtaining the sanction of Government for the introduetion of m&%ﬂnn*
tary irrigation cess referred to, the Board desires to have a report from the Collector

submitting his views on the suggestions of the Chief Bngineer for Irrigation in regard -

to the strength of the establishment propose i chpotiopen griemin Sl
expenditure of the cess should be controlled. - v atsodnl 3oiiumfindice lit
T wnodal o Decretary.

To the Collect or of Madura. | :
Copy to the Chief Engineer for Irrigation.

.

Read—the following letter from J. TWIGG, Esq., Collector of Madura, to the Secre-

to the Commissioner of Revenue Settlement and Director of the Depart-

ment of Land Records and Agriculture, Ref. on C. No. 1371-Gl., dated
Kédaikanal, 28th August 1897 :(— "3 :

Adverting to the Board’s Reference on General Register No. 1872, dated 23rd
March 1897, I have the honour to report as follows.

9. T agree with the Chief Engineer as: regards the strength of the permanent
establishment to be entertained. The strength of the establishment now proposed,
the duties of which will be to distribute water and execate petty Kudiméramat repairs,

is as follows i— :

A
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mensem.

" O maistryon Ra'13 .. .. cr
] ﬂn-e 55 . 5 ; ot # 7 ::: wee ) L) lé

- Four coolies at the head of channel, at Rs. 4 each : geloss
A Bix coolies along the channel, at Bs. 4 each ... ... ... iy 24

57 or

s, 6 fust R .
_ fetter‘?{t per a.nnun;}ggmst Rs. 972, the cost of the establishment proposed in my first

3. This, the i)epnty Colieétor- says, will leave a suffici

g s e St / cient balance for th
_cmaﬁmfo%?ly olgsqmre@ for Korambus and clearance of silt at :l:e h:a%.a%r? :1111:
T, 10 ,6 - :m::l materials for the Korambus as the cess is expected to produce

4. As to the second point, I regret, I cannot a i

cess should rest with the Public Wg;:k,s l)epartme;f:?e 'Ftlxzt-eﬂ;nexl?: leliltu;:s:ifo;h%
think that the permanent establishment, whose duty is the distribution ofwgtel" must
be under the control of the Revenue Department. As for the special worksi-con.
struction of Korambus and clearance of the channel head--the Revenue Department
can get the work done much more cheaply and promptly than the Public Works

~ Department ; it has the earliest information as to condition of crops, and is directly

interested in getting the work done at the night time and idly,. M i
B s iy ol
a?suéh Sbiitraou e Public Works Department, and I am strongly opposed

Resolution—No. 721, dated 20th November 1897.

The papers read above, which contain proposals for the introducti

g : t :
irrigation cess for the maintenance of the Nilayur cha.nneluiln thlelacl\?[‘::lzf": ;?EI(H’CXZ
submitted for the orders of Government, g

2. This channel is 18 miles long and irrigates lands in ei ilac
Melakkal to Nilayur, taking off from the right bank of thse l%'a?éi}iltiie?e: llla\?Ve:tgoriI;
diverted from the river into the channel through an openhead by means of a Korambu or
temporary dam constructed annually and requiring frequent petty repairs. Up to
1864, the villagers contributed towards the work in the shape of laboug (Kn.xdimgra.

. mat) by sending a certain number of coolies as occasion required. As this system

was found by experience to work badly (the villages scattered al h

readily contributing labour when required) it was Ogiven upeil: 1; 604n & ;ng cah:ﬁ?ﬁt::;
irrigation cess was introduced, as the ryots of the eighteen viuages’ benefited by the
channel agreed to pay acess of 4 annas per cawny (11 acres) on wet lands in lieu of

 the customary labour. The cess so collected amounted to nearly Rs. 1,000 per annum
’

' and the marginally noted establish
822 x;;mtryt, ?3? Rs. 1'? per mensem. costing annuzgally l%s.n 9'?2 ‘;811:1L :vsorrl?fr?gt
u, at kis. ‘ » under the supervision of the Tahsild
Tef‘ PR, &6 Bac -+ O each per mensem.  Madura talulg was maintain:d. i Isrll laérng
Total cost per mensem 81 the ryots of two villages having refused
, ot . to tI:aay hth(f cess, the old Kudimarimat
i : system had to be revived, and the ¢ -
quence was that the channel fell into great disrepair ; and most of the S iXkies §£§f§d
much by partial loss of first crop and inability to raise a second crop. The restoration
of the channel and its branches, as well as the connected tanks was sanctioned by Gov-
ernment in its Order No. 567 1., dated 24th July 18%, and the work is now in
progress.
3. In his letter first read above, the Collector re
= 1 1 ) e Lol ported that the ryots of the
vﬁlages having experienced the impracticability of the Kudimarimat sg’stem had
agreed to pay a voluntary cess of 3 annas an acre on the irrigated area in order that
out of the proceeds thereof an establishment similar to that referred to in paragraph
2 above might be employed for the maintenance of the canal and connected works
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