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2 No. 193, Revexue, 2xp ApriL 1898.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department, No. 205,
dated 1st March 1898.

ApstrAcT.—Communicating to the Revenue Department letter from the Government of
India stating, with remarks, that a provision of Rs. 8,50,000 will be pade in the budgeg
estimates for 1898-99 for famine expenditure ; and requesting to be farnished with a genera
report in accordance with rule X, article 48 of the Famine Code.

1 i Settlement,
Reap—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue
Land Rec%rds and Agriculture), No. 101, dated 2nd March 1898.

e . .

Resolution—No. 101, dated 2nd March 1898.

; S oard begs to

. f section 48 of the Famine Code, the. Board
b Wlt]lll rfefﬁrenpe t:elf):};erfgaro ding the economic condition, 1n ord131ary times, °i
submit the following ¥ek which test works are now being conducted.

the Nellore district of this Presidenty, - ¢ taluks and zamindari divisions into
A map is B ttl?: g:i;eiz;nde: towns and villages, the areas (1) per-

which the district is divided, (3) for which detailed information is not

manently protected, (2) reserved for £xesiS T ) w'and (4) on which the crops

* These are held in zamindari tenure. are always precarious.

hetw Bengal on the east and the Eastern
: district 1i een the Bay of Bengal O s
L Tltll‘i wtel;:iz3 taxlxlgsi:, conterminous on the north vglil th: g;stpctzsand Kurnool
git%rtisctznan: on the south with the Chingleput and North Arcot districts.

2 s 3 g %o
. : i istrict is drained, traverse it from eas
b princlpal ey V:}?;e];v:;,l;m(:;sukhi, which, ent’ermg from North Arcot,

west ; of theso the chict a6, B0 ithin the district, into the Bay of Bengal. 1t
falls,’ after a °9nrsae] 1of :}1)081::3 31?;1‘\1;:-;:;3 tanks, but is d’ry for the greater part oi the
has a very rapid fall a PP in the Vellakondas, crosses the district from

1 ‘ % iy ; 0
ear. : Nortzl °§,f§ligien1{f3ﬁ?ﬁ;:i gche Pennér which, after penetrating the ghits
west to east;

| A 5 alar easterly course for 70 miles through the distriet

at Someswataqx}nl{ n;::te 111‘1 iasn ;:de da;y i ’13; ikats, one at Sangam and the other at

: tNo 1;1119 sefar-om wl‘;ich channels are taken off for direct irrigation and to supply numerous
ellore,

gﬂg& al*z,mg:;z the district, and the Gundlakamma, which rises in the Nallamalag

;i : eat Cumbum tank in Kurnool, flows through t
B s :h gfdiﬁ?aﬁtgeﬁm '%;19 four rivers first named are alone utﬂiz%d fl;;a-
Poljthe}'nn P?:rposes in the district, for, the beds of the others lie so far below the leye]
:rfnt%?l:djgining land that it is only from wells (doruvus) sunk in them that water,
baled by bullock-power, can be utilized. :

The coast line is marked by a narrow band of soils of fluviatile origin, chief
consisting of blown sands. Witkin this, a strip of alluvial soil formed s i
from the rivers falling into the sea generally fills up the area, till the laterite band i

eached. The alluvium also extends up the valleys which cross the distyiet 3

:ha.t of the Pennér is of considerable width. The laterite belt gives rige t, and in
soil, much of which is covered .With “ jungle waste ” and is found in all th of-1 poor
taluks of Gudar, Nellore, Kavali, Kandukur and Ongole. The northery (Pt
Jast named taluk is covered with régada of good quality which extends I8t ol
continuously through the two more southern taluks and is boundeq oy B mo}«e or less
more hilly, broken and stony country which extends into the south.w e est, by a
the district, where also large dreas of jungle are to be found, In theStem part of
taluks—Atmakur and Nellore—the alluvial beds of the Pt vl e two central
feature and irrigation works are common. In the extreme Westa €y are a markeq

)

and there is much jungle, and over the rest of the area the soils :liehseiilsoal'e poor
rogeneous.

oy

north the Manueru, Paléru and Musi rivers rising in the Eastern

-

Illl the southern taluks and zamindari divisions, the red soils found near the hills are
stony and to a great extent covered by jungle, the area under cultivation is incon-
siderable, and irrigation works are rare, but nearer the sea coast before the laterite
band is reached, the soils are loams and clays of fair quality and irrigation works are
common. Large tracts of heavy soil are, however, met with, which are strongly
impregnated with saline matter (tchoudu). The areas within which distress is being
experienced are the taluks. qf Atmakur, Udayagiri, Kanigiri and Kandukur and the
gamindari divisions of Podili and Darsi. The extent and population of the district
and of the affected areas are given in the appended statement : —

Tracts. Area. Population.

SQ. MILES.
District of Nellore st ¥ #a% 5 8,765 1,464,000
Affected area ... 3,852 538,021

3. Rainfall—The average annual rainfall of the district is nearly 36 inches, an
average which includes extremes such as 11 inches in 1876 and nearly 47 inches in
1887, whilst during the 24 years endingin 1893 the fall of the year has been mate-
rially below the average in four only. The driest portion of the distriet is that Iying
on the west to the north of the Pennér where the North-East monsoon rains are much
lighter than in other parts of the district ; next to this comes the tract lying along the
coast, north of the same river where, though the South-West monsoon rains are heavier,
those of the North-East monsoon are lighter than for the district as a whole, whilst
over the portion of the district south of the Pennér, owing to the heavier rainfall
of the North-East monsoon, the year’s fall is above the district average. Particulars
of normal and actual rainfall in the affected areas are given below :—

SrateMenT showing the normal rainfall and the amounts registered in 1897 in inches in the
affected taluks of the Nellore district.

Dry months. South-West monsoon.
April and May. | June to August. September. Total.
Taluks. Recording stations.
3 i e 3 el
S R S B B e s SR
z = z =2 Z = 7z a
1 2 3 4 5" 7 8 9 10
INS. | INS INS. INS. INS. INS. INS. INS,
Venkatagiri  zamin- f | Darsi .. 2 o 2:02 | 2:91 8-:00 475 4:39 11:48 12+39 16-23
dari. Upoaili oo 10 | v 2oe| mes| eear| 788|e 79| 1285|1220 | 2073
Atmakur (B «s | Atmakur .. o 1:76 | 023 671 407 2:93 6:67 864 10-74
Udayagiri .. .. |Udayagiri .. ..| 205} 079 547 5:40 2:62 8:05 799 | 1346
Kanigiri, . ' «» | Kanigiri & .o 179 | 4-54 633 963 345 646 978 16 09
Kandukur .. .. | Kandukur .. . 1-43 | 078 72 797 470 | 1179 | 1242 | 1976
North-East monsoon.
Total, April to
December.
October. | November. | December. Total.
Taluks. Recording stations. ,
- ] 3 | 2
E . . E . 8 .
TR RTUT  le R
Z - 7T R N = “z = 3 o
1 s ’ 15 [18] 17 18 19 20
INS. | INS.| INs. [INS.| INS.|INE INS. | INs. INS. | . INS.
Venkatagiri = zamin-f|Darsi .. .. .| 585 148 | 442 1081 114 | .. | 1141 ] 179 | 32482 | 2003
T { Podili .. .» .. [*6:90 | 35% [*4-79 |0-08 *013 | .. | * 1122 | 862 | *25:66 | 27-20
Atroakor o .| Atmakur .. ..| 881 | 279 | 882 |lu7| 2:53 |088|  20-16 | 604 | 3056 | 1601
Udayagiri 4 +» | Udayagiri .. ..| 839 | 288 | 762 (063 | -2:14 {022 1805 | 323 28:09 | 17:47
Kanigiri .. .. | Kanigiri v. .| 646 062 | 466 | .. | 10| .. | 1292 | 052 | 2869|2120
Kandukur 5 .. | Kandukur va ..| 897 | 2:26 | 789 [0:11°| 1-87 [0:04 1873 | 241 3258 | 2295

* Average for previ.us three years.
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A glal}ce will show that, although the actual amount of rain that fell dur ing
1,897, was, 1n some of the affected areas, more or less normal, it was most unseasonably
distributed. The showers of April and May may be neglected. The fall between
June and September was unusually heavy, but the North-East monsoon was an absolute
failure, the fall being less than 20 per cent. of the normal.

4. There are two cropping seasons corresponding with the two monsoons. With
the South-West monsoon rains the early or s}:}znaaaind the chief or pedda crops are
sown; with the North-East monsoon rains the late or paira crops.

. In the northern taluks the crops are almost all sown with the early monsoon,
whilst in the southern, almost the only punasa crop is varagu SPaspalum serobiculatum)
and there is but little of that grown. The only late crops largely grown in the northern
taluks are horse-gram, Bengal-gram and variga (Panicum miliaceum), the latter being
almost entirely confined to Ongole and Kandukur, whilst the bulk of the horse-gram 18
found in Kanigiri and Udayagiri. The latter crop is a very hardy one and usually
follows cumbu, the greater portion of the area under which is also found in the same
taluks. In the southern taluks cholam is often grown as a late crop on the same land
without any intermission, but it usually receives whatever manure may still be avail-
able after the wet and garden lands have been attended to. On the whole, about 80
per cent. of the total area of crop consists of food-grains, of which paddy is an important
crop only in the Nellore and Gudur taluks. The principal industrial crops are indigo,

cotton and oil-seeds. The greater portion of the indigo is found in Ongole and Kandukur
but the crop is raised to some extent in all parts of the district. The cotton is also to
be found chiefly in the four northern taluks, but the area occupied by this crop is of
importance only in Kandukur and Kanigiri. Castor is a tolerably important crop in
all taluks except Gudur and Nellore, where, as well*as in other southern taluks of
Rapur and Atmakdur, gingelly occupies some considerable area. Of the large area
under condiments and spices in Ongole taluk, the principal is coriander—a crop also
very extensively cultivated in the adjacent district of Kistna. Thereis a large extent
under “ miscellaneous erops ”’ in Gudur and Ongole taluks which ineludes consider-
able areas of casuarinasin the former, and of babul trees in the latter taluk.

The acreage occupied by the chief crops in the affected areas is shown below s
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" 5.bStatlstlcs of the actual outturn of the early crops (those 1 o Tt L E SRS B et Tl A
- t,::e(:? etr) are alone at present available; they may be studied in :ﬁ:t;dnﬂp' to ; n‘cl]nthe subjoined statement information is given as to the number of live-stock
ent :— ollowing =8, : Itivated : —
» e, 18 5 on to the area cultivated :
. toined in proportl
‘ £  maintall . >
Atmakér. : e . Number of cattle of all | Namber of sheep and
r Udayagiri. G Ar::b:‘;ﬂ lt; sorts. goats, %
Talaks. fasli 1306 _llvpmber of | Area tilled £
Crops. Average ﬁ\\ al (Gevernment |tilling cattle.| per pair. Por 100
A ¥ d Minor Per 100 acres
domi| A | dre [IRESEIL O | Ave | et “inam), i R o
+| withered. | © ainder | S0Wn. | harvested.| withered, | O the re- g ! g
harvested. mainder e
barvested. i ACS. ACS. [
S g 55 s TR 22,207 127 76,970 54 108872 | 77
: S . = 5 6 7 T e A ; ey 61,757 7,614 162 31,853 52 73,676 | 119
E‘;" e e 68,387 7.677 17'8 39,126 67 69,420 102
Food-grains. ACs. Acs. ACS. ANNAS. Acs. Acs. o A 5. " Ka ukur i o 166,045 20,259 16'4 43,972 26 78,185 47
Paddy .. .. .. .| 8p7 70 176 §diciis “ 3 ; E e :
orienarig MR et A B o i 6| om A R T e The affected area comprises a considerable portion of the tract within which are
e Lo 3 o5 By g e 7 to be found the breeding grounds of the celebrated Nellore cattle.
araga .. i o 5 b 20 A 2 y & . . . .
All others including pulses .. | 4,987 o e el R i ol { P 7. In the following table will be found particulars of the average size of holdings
Industrial crops. % 4 and the average revenue payable on each holding :—
Castor and lamp-oil seeds oty o 392 2 4761 Gs 5 i S 1 i
‘g;!tl&e‘}ly % . e mg 9 e 5 o et 2; o : Average size of holdings. Percentage of pattadars paying
. e Rttt B T g % - %178 i i e
T G s i WS it bas 5| 1,244 1,211 0| g A
s s 3 .. .. .o v £ iy Tea.
Other crops including topes .. | 2,524 272 T [ 380 32 1 s " Tk, ; Assess- Under Rfr?:)nto Rrr'?(r)nto Rqullgn
o Rl A Bk Ba. 10, 30. 100. | upwards.
Kanigiri. Kandukfr
ACS. ACS. ACS. K8, A. P. ACS, ACS. ACB, ACS.
Average Atmakd 847 1-20 967 |14 13 2 5617 30 90 11 83 110
A magnar . . . P F . o
Crops. Area Area Area et | 1] PO Area A ou‘;-:f;gxe Udayagiri .. .. . 883 0:36 el 7 L L e . L2
sown. | harvested. | wi on the re- _Area Kanigiri 1079 0-09 10-88 8 13 10 70 25 24-58 503 0-14
thered, i sown. |harvested on/theizee gl e A7 Pt 07 5
i, hmmndti;l : L it Kanduker .. .. ..| 920 088 1008 [17 1 4| 4937 3517 13-63 185 -
ar s
by harvested. - —
10 11 12/ 13 14 15} o soiedR o0 The figures call for little comment. There is practically no wet land except in
;TR 1 iy fi e fanlican Atmakir and Kandukur. The average assessment paid is small, cspecially in
Paddy : S i Mt e L Acs. Acs. | aNwas. Udayagiri and Kanigiri, more than 60 per cent. of the ryots paying but Rs. 10 or less
s 1Ly raee T s ™ & S - N 356 7 to Government. The condition of the cultivating classes is poor.
am o £ o< ¥ ) > 5 X . $ . .
e PO LD e 4 i T a 5 | 10,709 10,420 1?‘;5 -~ 8. Communications and food-supplies.—Possessed of a line of sea coast 150 miles in
b A ST B8 B vl o Vorole | LA HNS Hordy i, length, in which are situated seven ports at which supplies of grain may be landed ;
g oo | 14,009 1,208 719 2 | 8258 800 55 g traversed throughout its length by the Buckingham Canal which connects the district
Tndustrial erops. i with the Kistna and Gddévari deltas on the north and the port of Madras on the south ;
Castor and lamp-oil seeds .. | 7,627 e e 6 touched in its north-east corner by the Southern Mahratta Railway ; and traversed
Siagdlfi s s AT e o o 69 10 39 Hisiok % in the south for about 83 miles by the South Indian Railway, from Renigunta on the
%‘n%igo e e ) et | 438 g ) AT 1;;233 i L ot o Madras Railway, the district is fairly well provided with main channels of traffic to
Other ceops inelghing Ml v sl D oy ke TR G R i 7 allow of supplies of food being thrown into it in cases of scarcity. The East Coast
e §20 il - og Railway, which will traverse the district from south to north, connecting it on the
— 5? ' one side with the port of Madras, and in the other with the rich delta of the Kistna is

nearing completion and will shortly be opened. Besides the means of supply men-
tioned, the district is well supplied with main roads throughout its area, and there
can seldom be much difficulty in distributing the necessary supplies of food, if local
stocks fail.

The course of prices.—Cholam (Sorghum vulgare), by far the most important of the
dry food-grains, was obtainable at about the normal rate during 1896 up to the end of
September. In October 1896, as the North-East monsoon showed symptoms of failure,
the price rose rapidly, and, in November 1896, considerably exceeded the warning

{ rate. It fell in the succeeding month to about the warning rate, near which it remained

, - for about three months. In April 1897, the price again began to rise, thou_gh

- y; the scarcity rate was practically reached in September 1397, but the rise

continued till the price of the grain was 15 per cent. above the scarcity rpte, and 133
above the normal, Prices of other dry grains followed a more or less similar course.
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Starement showing the cour: i i
se of prices of the princi
et ncipal food-grains i
Nellore (Estnet 1 seers of tg) tolas pgeimrﬁ;;: Sheafiosball salaku it the
July.
Recording August.
Taluk. p3Mpess Tt ) September.
.11891. | 1897.
1876. | 1891, | 1897. | 1876. | 1801. | 18v7.
¥ \ : b LR o ol 17 i A Pt
9 10 11 12
Ragi 0| 315 | 23-81 15- [
. Darsi Cholam .. | 269 | 21 2| 276 | 238 | 14-8| o
Venkatagiri { Cumbu ..| 241 21;77 117 :gz i 3 ;{; zﬁ 16°1
zamindari. i (|Ragi .| 825 272 | 167 | 2 611971116 29| 186 | 13
Podili o Y onotam 11| 2ia | 226 | 131 | 008 | pog (8| 267|289 146
\ Cuwba .. | 259 | 197 119 | 24 1 Tttt 238 | el 1
1 .. ] 8009 | 24- - ogm. ¥ b . .
Atmakfir ) ‘Atmkﬁr sibboniaii. |l 2ee ;:1 1911 2113 | 2371 183 3 A LY.
)| Comba. | .. 1274 269 | 2290} 160 250} 30 | 10
Bk e Ragi ..l 272 | 272 \ 19:0 | 24 7| 989 | 15 .. y i
dayagiri .. | Udayagiri .. <[ Cholam .. | 239 | 244 154 { 22- v Al e 241 16
%:mbn P ARl BT A TR p %g’; 13-0 213 | 206 112-3
TP Sk o gi ol LT iy g TS { o A s
Kanigiri .« Kamigiri ‘ Cholsta .. | 269 | 264 11; gg’g gga 170 23 253 | '1'7,0
’ £ 1t l g:un.bu 5 ‘:2;‘:6 212 | 126 | 23-9 | 21 z {:g :6{56 249 136
i gl o . y IR { i - .
A0 o Bandukt 5. SpOtcIim e a0, 3] ] W T B o 15t
Cumbu \ \ 1) 935 | 138|267 36| 15
o ot i R Py o A 2261|136
October. November :
: e ’ December.
Taluk. iSsttadihg 307 g i
d » i Grain. 1876. | 1891. | 1897. | 1876. | 1891. | 1897.{ 1876. | 1891. | 1807
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
! Ragi b s . i d k : /
Vankqtaﬂg U | Cambusin 0o i joaoro | 110 [ v | 3 | ome )| aved So | aes |
g Po (|Ragi .. .| 201 | 238 ) 145 | 130 | 228 | 127 Sed Bl B
' . \! Podili e s | Cholam ™ ,., A es | ogr7 1o | 134 208 | 1109 811 175 | 111
o Yol %:mbu il eel 198 116 | 12:3 | 188 108 g:; }2'; ‘g'g
Vi) fr tagi i o ¢ 189 |+ 28 . 9 | 91 ; % :
AtmukGr v. | Atuoakdr 5 Chgxlam i s 20.g }g?l igg ﬁ;? 15.8 91| 172 | 129
( gumbn X8 oo | 183 ok 5 e 8:6:111612') 12°4
5 i agi .. .. | 168 | 242 157 | 112 240 | 154 | 90| 105 | 1%
Udayagiri +. | Udayagiri ,.{ Cholam . o166 | 211 13; lu‘)% :ﬁg igf 9:0 | 195 | 12-3
Cumbu . | 186 219 164 | 106 | 220 14-{; 8.8 1§'8 12:0
G o e ({Regi .l .| 206| 270 | 161, 146 | 245 | 13- e Latri e
Kanigiri .. | Kanigiri Jiy | Cholamy? U8y oo | 1193 262 [ 186 | 143 | 242 12.0 $8 (A8 1122
, visig l Cﬂln_Dll e . 177 '21.5‘ 116 13°1 203 11.1 10.1 184 i
Ragi .. .| 246| 225 153 | 2009 | 221 ) 12- Ll g
Kandukur .. | Kandukur .. Cholam .. .1 203 218 136 136 | 207 1(2) ?I 1-0-7 }4 6| 11-8
: of . 2:9 o4
District average price-— Cholam. Ragi. Cumbu
Nnrmal rate . .. ' .o .o . e . 260 280 y :
Warnhane . < S A LV N L A e v, 11078 20 180
Searcity » %) . P .o Ve s e 5 bl 71850 140 120

Probable duration of the distress.—Distress in the district is th .
of the North-East monsoon following upon a year during whiclt ;r;‘g::lvtv:feaviiﬂ;xre
upon scarcity rates. The early crop, which depended on the North-East monsoon t% ll])g
brought to maturity, have after a fair promise largely failed, while the area of 1 te
sowings has been enormously reduced. Early cultivation is, as above stated ate
general in the northern taluks, and it is in these that distress now exists V{,}&fre
timely South-West monsoon, work should be freely available in the fields ami ‘Lha.
necessity for State relief, may be expected to disappear about July 1898, J e

(True Copy and Extract).

(Signed) L. E. BUCKLEY,
Famine Secretary.
To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

,  Lullector of Nellore.

R B et

Reap—Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement), Mis. No. 1765,
dated 11th March 1898. ;

ApstracT.—Requesting permission to defer the submission of the general report on the
condition of the districts in which distressis apprehended, till April next and requesting orders
on the suggestion of the Government of India regarding the grant of relief in the form of
cooked food in the test-work stage.

Orper—No. 193, Revenue, dated 2nd April 1898.

The report on the general economieal
condition of the Nellore district will be
forwarded to the Government of India
for information, and the Board of Revenue will, as requested, be allowed to submit in
the course of the current month similar reports in the case of the other distriets for
which budget provision has been made on account of famine relief in 1898-99.
Meanwhile, copies of the reports, already received, on the state of the season in the
Chingleput and North Arcot districts will be transmitted to the Government 9f India
with the remark that so far as it can be judged at present, these two districts and
Nellore are the only districts in which apprehension of distress continues and that
distress is not likely at any rate in the near future to afie;ltl ;nytomdler area. €

. rds the suggestion of the Government 0 ia to place more reliance,
durinzg 312 2‘;%% er stages %% distress, on relief in the form of cooked food as a xlxlleax.xs
of ascertaining the existence or the pressure of distress, the Government notes tdathu::
Nellore, where alone relief measures are in progress, the test stage 18 passed aln ht a
the que,stion of offering covked food as a test does not therefore arise. It Wull (11, hc;w-
ever, be pointed out to the Government of India that the px'-opos.eld test wo mvg
dian;etrically opposite effects in different parts of the country ; while 1;1 some pa'l;‘ }(;
the Presidency eooked food would be accepted only by persons uL ex 1ieme wf:ls v: (;
had arrived af the stage of starvation, there are other dlsmctsdwthelje dm:ge' QIAAE0 fd
the people would accept it readily whether 11 want or not, anG e 01111;3 ?‘l)lwl(xm :
furnish no real test of the necessity _of relief measures. The Government will, oW
ever, be glad to receive the Board’s views on the proposal.

3. The following letter will be addressed to the Government of Ipdia.

Miscellaneous.

(True Extract.) CZ/Z/K\

Ag. Secretary to Government.

ttlement,
To the Board b (Rliz?:lu%,es;ords and Agricnltnre).

,, the Public Works I:teparttmentﬁ .
the Finaneial Department.
:: th: L:)cal and Municipal Department.

Exd. Shaik Karifi.
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